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RESOLUTION NO.  650 -2013, APPROVING USE OF SUFFOLK 
COUNTY PARKLAND FOR PASSIVE RECREATIONAL USE 
(WALKWAY) (SCTM NOs. 0900-118.00-02.00-014.000, 015.000, 
016.000, 017.000, 018.000 and 020.001) 

 
WHEREAS, the State of New York has implemented a process of consolidated 

grant applications for statewide economic development projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Southampton seeks to implement economic 
revitalization plans for the distressed hamlet of Riverside and more specifically to encourage 
business development, job creation and to enhance recreational opportunities in a walkable 
community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Southampton seeks to create a Riverside Maritime Trail 

Peconic River Walk, including the construction of a pedestrian bridge over the Peconic River to 
link the resurgent downtown Riverhead business district at site of the Long Island Aquarium with 
the hamlet of Riverside at a parcel of land owned by the County of Suffolk described as Suffolk 
County Tax Map Numbers District 0900 Section 118.00 Block 02.00 Lots 014.000, 015.000, 
016.000, 017.000, 018.000 and 020.001 (approx. 14 acres) and further described as 124, 134, 
152, 160 and 180 Flanders Road, Riverside, New York; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Suffolk acquired said real property on Sept 7, 2011 at 

a cost to the County of $2,432,955 (Liber 12671 Page 849) and limited its future use to open 
space purposes which permits passive recreational use; and  

  
WHEREAS, the 1999 Southampton Town Comprehensive Plan identifies both a 

vision for the revitalization of the hamlet of Riverside and suggested ‘action items’ to implement 
this vision; and 

 
WHEREAS, as contemplated by its adopted Master Plan, the Town of 

Southampton has deemed said action items to be consistent with this application for NYS grant 
funding as noted below: 
 

Overall Planning Concept for the Riverside Hamlet: 
 

A “maritime” theme, featuring linkages to adjacent 
downtown Riverhead, interagency cooperation on 
concentrating development in a manner to improve 
physical conditions and conserve the natural environment, 
upgrading of housing and highlighting of the area’s 
significant open space and natural resources in order to 
enhance the neighborhood’s image and quality of life. 
Objectives: 

 
• Preserve maritime resources and the Peconic Estuary. 

 



• Implement plans to make Route 24 into a scenic “Maritime 
Corridor,” and not just a highway to relieve congestion in 
Riverhead. 

 
• Coordinate development with neighboring Riverhead. 

 
Action Items: 
 

Promote mixed-use residential and low-scale commercial 
development with a recreation/maritime theme along the 
Peconic River; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Southampton’s Riverside Economic Revitalization 

Committee has identified this ‘walkable community’ plan as an opportunity to provide economic 
stimulus to the businesses along the Flanders Road (S.R. 24) corridor; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Southampton has been working to implement various 

action items through the creation of a Riverside Economic Revitalization Committee, with the 
active involvement of both Suffolk County and the New York State Department of 
Transportation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town has developed an initial proposal for grant funding by New 

York State for the pedestrian bridge, based on a cost estimate by the Suffolk County 
Department of Public Works, of $1.145 million; now, therefore be it 

 
1st  RESOLVED, that in the event that the governing boards of the Towns of 
Riverhead and Southampton approve the construction of and the filing of any and all grant 
applications necessary for construction of the pedestrian bridge as described herein above 
pursuant to the Peconic River Maritime Trail Plan, use of Suffolk County park parcel bearing 
SCTM Nos. 0900-118.00-02.00-014.000, 015.000, 016.000, 017.000, 018.000 and 020.001 
(approx. 14 acres) as the Southampton terminus point of the proposed pedestrian bridge, is 
hereby approved; and be it further  

 
2nd  RESOLVED, that the County Executive or his designee is hereby authorized, 
directed and empowered to enter into any agreement and/or easement he deems necessary in 
his sole discretion pursuant to this resolution to facilitate design, development and construction 
of the proposed bridge; and be it further 

 
3rd  RESOLVED, that the County Executive or his designee is further authorized as 
he deems necessary in his sole discretion to execute and deliver, on behalf of the County, any 
agreements, instruments or authorizations as may be contemplated by, or necessary or 
advisable to consummate or otherwise give full effect to this resolution, and to perform all acts 
and do all things required or contemplated by this resolution to provide assistance to facilitate 
design, development, construction and maintenance of the proposed bridge; and be it further 

 
4th  RESOLVED, that the Town of Southampton shall perform the environmental 
review of the proposed action for the pedestrian bridge project in accordance with the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and that the Town of Southampton will be the lead 
agency for such action and the County and the Town of Riverhead will be involved agencies, 
and the Town of Southampton shall coordinate its review of such action with the County and the 
Town of Riverhead; and be it further 
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5th  RESOLVED, that the project sponsor will avoid or minimize any disturbance of 
fresh and tidal wetlands associated with the project; and be it further 

 
6th  RESOLVED, that the Town of Southampton shall post the County parcel with a 
construction sign at least 15 days prior to the start of construction at such parcel, which sign 
shall include a telephone number to call for information about the project, and shall comply with 
the Public Notification Law, Chapter 183 of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CODE; and be it further 

 
7th  RESOLVED, that the County hereby acknowledges that the use of the Riverside 
parcel as described above shall be considered the County’s sole matching local funding for the 
stated New York State grant programs, pursuant to a Consolidated Funding Application by the 
Town of Southampton; and be it further  

 
8th  RESOLVED, that this Legislature, being the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA) lead agency, hereby finds and determines that this resolution constitutes a Type II 
action pursuant to Section 617.5(c)(20) and (27) of Title 6 of the NEW YORK CODE OF RULES 
AND REGULATIONS (6 NYCRR) AND WITHIN THE MEANING OF Section 8-0109(2) of the 
NEW YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW as a promulgation of regulations, 
rules, policies, procedures, and legislative decisions in connection with continuing agency 
administration, management, and information collection, and the Suffolk County Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) is hereby directed to circulate any appropriate SEQRA notices of 
determination of non-applicability or non-significance in accordance with this resolution.  
 
DATED: July 30, 2013 
 
 APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 /s/ Steven Bellone 
 County Executive of Suffolk County 
   
  Date:  August 13, 2013 
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