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Suffolk County’s “Mayday for Mandate Relief” Calls for 

Action on State Unfunded Mandates 
Legislators Highlight Impacts of $787 Million on County Budget 

 
(Director of the Long Island Center for Socio-Economic Policy Martin Cantor, Legislator Tom Cilmi, Legislator Kate Browning and Legislator Leslie Kennedy) 

 
Hauppauge, NY – This week Suffolk County leaders joined counties from across the state, along with the New 
York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) to advocate for specific mandate relief measures in the remaining 
days of the State Legislative Session. Declaring the month of May “Mayday for Mandate Relief”, Legislator Kate 
Browning (WF-Shirley) and lawmakers highlighted several crippling unfunded and underfunded State mandates 
that are strangling local Counties, causing severe hardship and resulting in lowered bond ratings.  
 

“Mayday” is an international call for help, and this year’s “Mayday for Mandate Relief” campaign calls on 
the State to provide much-needed help to counties through mandate relief measures. For decades, county officials 
and NYSAC have been telling state lawmakers that unfunded mandates are negatively impacting counties and local 
governments. For years, counties have struggled to balance paying for state mandated programs while also 
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providing local services. Suffolk County is projected to pay nearly $787 million on mandates in 2016, which is up 
from $770 million in 2012. 

 
The State’s Safety Net program will cost Suffolk County over $54 million in 2016, up from $47.5 million in 

2012. The burden was increased drastically when New York State reduced its cost share for Safety Net programs 
from 50 percent to only 29 percent in 2011. Legislator Browning has been calling on the state for years to return 
this cost share back to historically higher levels.  

 
Officials are also calling for the State to charge 9-1-1 surcharges on pre-paid cellphones. Counties operate 

and maintain most 9-1-1 functions in the state. The funding mechanism to operate, maintain, and upgrade 911 
system capability and performance is not generating enough revenue to maintain current systems and prepare to 
implement the next generation of 9-1-1 technology required under federal law. The State of New York imposes a 
$1.20 public safety surcharge on all wireless telephones in order to fund 9-1-1 operations, and help first responders 
and law enforcement communicate and respond to emergencies. Last year, the state collected $185 million and 
provided only $75 million in grants to counties for 9-1-1 services.  

 
Current hardware and software in many local 9-1-1 systems is reaching the end of its useful life and must be 

upgraded and/or replaced. In addition, the Federal government is requiring states to build next generation 9-1-1 
systems that have the capability and flexibility to receive information from a variety of electronic devices in various 
forms. This upgrade is expected to cost billions of dollars in New York State in the coming years. The current 
surcharge is only applied to contract cell phones, and exempts pre-paid wireless phones. Over the years, trends in 
the cellular market have shifted and the majority of cellular network providers have moved away from long term 
contracts. The State’s revenue from this surcharge has plateaued while the number of cellular devices capable of 
accessing 911 systems continues to grow. If all cell phone users pay the 9-1-1 surcharge, the state’s revenue would 
increase, which would provide additional grant funding to counties to help offset the costs of upgrading their 911 
services. 

 
“State mandates are forcing Suffolk County to cut back on the vital services we need in order to pay for the 

services New York State is making us provide without any funding to do so,” stated Legislator Kate Browning. 
“The tax cap has held the line on spending, but no relief has come in regards to New York State forcing local 
municipalities to spend on programs it mandates them to provide. This leaves local lawmakers with zero flexibility 
in managing our budgets, and as a result we are seeing draconian measures that are our crippling our bond ratings 
and services.”   

 
  “This effort raises the profile of the impact of state mandates on our communities. Specifically, we are 
calling on the state to reform the way programs and services are delivered and funded in New York State,” said 
NYSAC President William E. Cherry. 
 
Suffolk County lawmakers and NYSAC are asking state lawmakers to: 
 

1. Return the State’s cost share for mandated Safety Net programs to 50%. The state shifted the burden on 
Counties to 71% in 2011 costing Suffolk County taxpayers almost $100 million over the last 5 years. 

2. Continue state efforts to incrementally relieve county property taxpayers of the $7.5 million annual costs for 
funding the state’s Medicaid program.  

3. Reimburse counties for the state-imposed increase to district attorney’s salaries.  
4. Phase in a state takeover of indigent legal defense service (ILDS) costs, and delay a major expansion of 

ILDS eligibility from 125 percent to 250 percent of the federal poverty rate.  
5. Realign how 9-1-1 surcharge funds are collected for counties to maintain and improve their emergency 

communication services to better combat global terrorism and improve public safety.  



 
“As elected officials in Suffolk County, we are constantly faced with the challenge of addressing the high cost 

of living here,” stated Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory. “One way to help combat that cost is reducing the state 
mandates that force the county to divert local resources. A higher number of state-imposed mandates directly 
correlate to higher property taxes. By taking more fiscal responsibility for its programs and alleviating the financial 
burdens draining county funds, the state can help us put that money to better use: to strengthening our middle class, 
protecting our families and keeping our young people in Suffolk.” 

 
“I join with my colleagues in demanding that lawmakers in Albany hear the voices of Suffolk County taxpayers, 

who are being crushed by the burden of unfunded mandates,” Legislator Steve Stern.  “We can no longer afford 
business as usual.  The state must act to ensure that critical services are maintained without placing an unfair and 
unsustainable hardship on Suffolk County residents.” 

 
  “Every year, the Suffolk County Legislature works to try and reduce government spending while continuing 
to provide essential services to residents,” stated Legislator Sarah Anker. “Unfunded state mandates force 
lawmakers to balance funding the mandates while continuing to provide vital government services. State lawmakers 
need to step up to the plate and provide some relief for mandates that are already imposed on local governments and 
prevent future mandates from being imposed.” 
 
 “Mayday for Mandate Relief” statements, resolutions and proclamations are being issued in counties 
throughout the state to call on the state to enact mandate relief and prevent future unfunded mandates. Residents are 
urged to contact their State elected officials to support these much needed changes. 
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