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Legislator Browning & Friends of Bellport Bay Launch  

Oyster Seeding Effort 
Goal to Seed 130,000 Oysters in 2015 

   
Pictured: Legislator Kate Browning, Supervisor Ed Romaine and members of the Friends of Bellport Bay gather 

in the early morning prior to launching into the bay to plant 25,000 seed oysters. 
 

 Bellport, NY – Over three dozen Bellport residents were joined by Legislator Kate Browning (WF-Shirley) and 
Brookhaven Town Supervisor Ed Romaine to begin an oyster seeding initiative in Bellport Bay this past Saturday, 
July 18. It was a start for the goals of the Friends of Bellport Bay and other environmental groups committed to 
restoring Long Island’s waters to good health. The mission of the Friends of Bellport Bay is to the improve water 
quality of Bellport Bay through the support of the New Inlet by opposing any efforts to close it, seeding oysters to 
help filter the bay to create habitat and protect shorelines, and decreasing the amount of direct pollutants running 
off into Bellport Bay.  

 
  They used paddle boards, motor boats, sail boats and even swam across a section of the Great South Bay 

called Bellport Bay to plant 25,000 seed oysters off a small island near the breach at Old Inlet to the south. The 
volunteers carried 15,000 seed oysters that came from Brookhaven Town’s shellfish hatchery at Cedar Beach in 
Mount Sinai, and another 10,000 from the county-funded Cornell Cooperative Extension. 

 
 Elevated levels of nitrogen is what feeds harmful algal blooms in the bay, such as brown, red and rust tides, 
killing shellfish normally relied upon to filter bay waters. The Great South Bay’s massive clam populations 
collapsed in the mid-1980s due to persistent, widespread brown tides. Oyster populations haven’t been prevalent in 
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the Great South Bay Estuary since the early 1900s. One oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of water per day, and 
continual seeding of the bay could result in improved water quality. 

 “I am proud to support the efforts of the Friends of Bellport Bay in order to improve water quality in our 
area,” stated Legislator Kate Browning. “Suffolk County funds Cornell Cooperative Extension so that programs 
like this can succeed. I also want to thank Brookhaven Town for its contribution to this important initiative.” 

 
 “The fight is on, and I am looking at all the front line warriors,” Supervisor Romaine said. “Everything you 
do, every action you take, you are saying, ‘I am going to save the bay.” 
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