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Legislator Browning Calls for a Ban of Covert 
Electronic Tracking  

Will Introduce County Legislation to Prohibit GPS Devices  
 

 

Mastic, NY – Suffolk County Public Safety Chair Legislator Kate Browning (WF-Shirley) announced she will 
introduce legislation to ban the unauthorized covert surveillance of Suffolk County residents with a tracking 
device. In a world of ever-evolving technology, the legislator believes our laws must keep pace in order to ensure 
families are protected.  
 
 “It’s highly disturbing and troubling that it’s not currently illegal to covertly track someone with an 
electronic device such as a GPS tracker,” stated Legislator Browning. “As Chair of the Suffolk County Public 
Safety Committee, it’s my responsibility to ensure our families and victims of domestic violence are safe and have 
the peace of mind that they’re not being secretly followed every time they leave their homes.”  
 
 Legislator Browning first sought a solution to this growing problem in 2012 because of concerns raised by 
law enforcement, and has been working with the Suffolk County Police Department’s Electronic Investigations 
Unit to address the issue for domestic violence victims. Now more recently, with the news of Assemblyman 
Edward Hennessey and his family being victim to covert surveillance by former Assemblyman Dean Murray, it is 
time to make these actions illegal.  
 

“It’s imperative that a law is passed to outlaw the unauthorized tracking of individuals and families, since 
it’s already unlawful for law enforcement to track an individual without a warrant. As a woman and a mother I 
find it extremely worrisome and dangerous that stalking someone via a tracking device is legal,” concluded 
Browning.  

 
  Legislator Browning’s legislation will be laid on the table at the Suffolk County Legislature’s October 7, 

2014 general meeting. Similar bills have been introduced in New Jersey by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, in New 
York State by Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan and in Broome County by Legislator Jason Garner. 
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