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L egislator Browning Partnering with Cell Phones For
Soldiersto Provide Troopswith Free CallsHome

Mastic, NY — Legislator Kate Browning (WF-Shirley) and nonprofit Cell Phones For Soldiers Inc. are asking
residents to help troops call home by donating gently-used cellular phones. Although the military landscape is ever
changing, as many as 200,000 troops are serving in the United States military overseas around the world. By
donating to Cell Phones For Soldiers, Suffolk County residents can provide troops with that precious connection to
loved ones back home.

Beginning today, residents can donate their phones at L egislator Browning' s district office located at 1120
Montauk Highway, Suite G in Mastic, NY 11950.

“Many residents have older phones that they either throw away or have sitting around the house,” stated
Legidator Kate Browning. “By donating these phones that are no longer needed, we can help our troops overseas
while also disposing of these phones properly. It's awin-win for everyone, so | am urging residents to drop their
discarded phones off at my office and help make this program a success for our soldiers.”

Cell Phones For Soldiers was founded in 2004 by teenagers Robbie and Brittany Bergquist at the ages of
12 and 13. The charity has since provided more than 204 million minutes of free talk time to servicemen and
women stationed around the world through its calling card program, Minutes That Matter. Funds raised from the
recycling of cellular phones are used to purchase prepaid international calling cards. On average, Cell Phones For
Soldiers distributes 7,500 calling cards each week to bases around the world, care package programs, deployment
ceremonies and VA hospitals.

“Each year we have been humbled by the amount of people and officials like Legislator Browning that take
theinitiative to support our troops,” said co-founder Brittany Bergquist. “ The communication gap between those
serving and their familiesis a crucial need that Cell Phones For Soldiersis committed to addressing for years to
come.”

Donated phones are sent to Mindful eCycling for recycling. For every donated phone valued at $5, Cell
Phones For Soldiersis able to provide two and a half hours of free talk time to deployed troops. Approximately
half of the phones Mindful eCycling processes are reconditioned and reused. Phones and components that cannot
be refurbished are dismantled and responsibly recycled to reclaim materials.
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