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Browning Secures Approval to Preserve 171 Acresin Yaphank
Avalon Bay Property in Pine Barrens; Critical to Carmans River Water shed

Hauppauge, NY — The continued efforts to protect the Carmans River for future generations took a major step
forward at Tuesday’s general meeting of the Suffolk County Legislature. Legislators approved Procedural Motion
7 with a 15-1-1-1 vote, which provides authorization for Suffolk County to make an offer on 171 acresin Y aphank
owned by Avalon Bay Communities, Inc. The procedural resolution is the first one approved since the County
created the “AAA Program”, which changed the process for purchasing open space.

Legislator Kate Browning (WF-Shirley) sponsored and gained approval of Resolution 336-13, which
directed the County to conduct appraisals on the 171 acres last year. The newly instituted “AAA Program” isa
three step process that requires an appraisal, offer and acquisition resolution to be approved by the legislature. The
passage of Procedural Maotion 7 this week completed step two and an offer will now be made to Avalon Bay
Communities, Inc. If accepted, an acquisition resolution will be introduced later this year. Legislator Browning has
also forged a partnership with the Town of Brookhaven and a 50/50 cost share has been agreed upon.

“1 am happy to see open space purchases moving forward again in Suffolk County,” stated L egislator Kate
Browning. “ The fact that these parcelstotaling 171 acres are the first to be approved under the new program
signifies the importance of the preservation of thisland and the protection of the Carmans River. | want to thank
the Town of Brookhaven for recognizing this purchase as a priority and partnering with usto get it done.”

The 171 acres are located along the north side of Mill. Rd in Y aphank and have been one of the important
priorities for preservation in all of Suffolk County. The parcels received the highest environmental rating of any
property in the Third Legidlative District since the program began are located adjacent to Suffolk County owned
property where devel opment rights have already been purchased. Any development of the 171 acres would
jeopardize the health of the Carmans River, whichisaNew Y ork State designated Wild and Scenic River
Corridor. The protection of this property would preserve one of largest remaining tracts of privately owned land
located in the river’ s watershed.

“Thisis the most important open space purchase in my district since being elected,” concluded L egislator
Browning. “It'samajor win for the Carmans River and | am confident the agreement will be completed.”
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