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Suffolk County Breaks Ground on Tri-Hamlet Village Square 
Gateway to Tri-Hamlet Community to Highlight Statue of William Floyd 

 
(Pictured left during ceremonial shovel groundbreaking: Legislator Kate Browning, Senator Lee Zeldin, Councilman Dan Panico, Supervisor Edward Romaine, 
WFCS Beautification Committee Chair Pat Mathews, Councilwoman Connie Kepert, WFCS President Beth Wahl, and Landscape Architect Ralph Borkowski) 

 
(Pictured right announcing start of construction: Manor Park Civic President Ray Keenan, April Alfonso, beautification committee member Eleanor Weeks, 

Evelyn Green, Senator Zeldin, Councilman Panico, Legislator Browning, Jonathan Cohen, Beautification Chair Pat Mathews, Julie Cohen, Supervisor Romaine, 
Councilwoman Kepert, WFCS President Beth Wahl, and Ralph Borkowski.) 

 
Shirley, NY – The gateway to the Mastic-Shirley peninsula is getting a facelift thanks to the efforts Suffolk 
County Legislator Kate Browning (WF-Shirley) and the William Floyd Community Summit Beautification 
Committee. The construction of a village square at the corner William Floyd Parkway and Montauk Highway in 
Shirley began last week. The southeast corner, located on county property, is being completely transformed and 
highlighted by the relocation of the statue of William Floyd to the site. William Floyd was a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and a member of the first continental congress whose estate still exists today on 
federally protected land in Mastic Beach. Legislator Browning and Pat Mathews, Chairwoman of the WFCS 
Beautification Committee, held a ceremonial groundbreaking ceremony today with community leaders and elected 
officials. 
 
 The site has long been plagued by maintenance issues and has been an eyesore for the tens of thousands of 
residents that pass it every day. William Floyd Parkway is the only major artery entering and leaving the Mastic, 
Shirley and Mastic Beach communities, also known as the Tri-Hamlet. Visitors to the area, including the 
thousands of vehicles traveling to Smith Point County Beach during the summer months, pass by this corner. Pat 
Matthews, Chairwoman of the William Floyd Community Summit’s Beautification Committee, approached 
Legislator Browning in 2006 with a vision to transform the corner into a beautiful village square that could 
highlight the rich history of the area and welcome all who are entering the community. The project is part of a 
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larger effort to beautify the neighborhood, revitalize the downtown business corridor and to recognize the 
wonderful history of Mastic, Shirley and Mastic Beach. 
 
 “The intersection of Wm. Floyd Pkwy and Montauk Hwy. is at the crossroads of our community, and is the 
major roadway to the entrance of Smith Point Fire Island National Seashore,” stated Pat Matthews, Beautification 
Committee Chairwoman. “Most visitors to the beach have no idea about William Floyd or his important role in the 
history of our nation. With this project William Floyd will stand proudly on his pedestal and welcome visitors as 
well as residents to our area. Legislator Kate Browning has been committed to this project since taking office, and 
it is due to her extraordinary efforts that our vision has in fact become a reality. Working as a team we have 
developed a landscape design that is worthy of our community and will be a source of pride for future 
generations.”  
 
 Mrs. Matthews and the members of the beautification committee worked closely with the Department of 
Public Works to design the corner, and the William Floyd Community Summit will be providing volunteers to 
maintain it. The square will include a brick wall with a community sign, flag posts, benches, lighting, planters, 
trees and brick walkways for pedestrians to utilize. The center piece will include a pedestal where the statue of 
William Floyd will be placed after being transferred from its temporary location at the Mastic-Moriches-Shirley 
library. The statue of William Floyd was created and donated by local sculptor Santo Matarazzo, now deceased. 
The project’s funding was secured by Legislator Browning in the Suffolk County capital budget and appropriated 
by the legislature in 2012.  
 
 “I am thrilled to see this community vision finally come to fruition,” stated Legislator Browning. “The 
creation of a Village Square at the gateway to our community is an important continuation of a beautification 
process we started with the Montauk Highway Project, and is going to greatly enhance our efforts to honor our rich 
history. It would never have been possible without Pat Matthew’s efforts. She is an amazing advocate and our 
community is indebted to her.”  
 
 The Village Square construction will be complete in the fall. To better maintain the corner and other areas 
throughout the Tri-Hamlet community, Legislator Browning is seeking volunteers to adopt locations for 
beautification purposes. The plan is being labeled the “The Tri-Hamlet Beautification Stewardship Program”, and 
will mirror successful projects from communities such as Holbrook and Ronkonkoma. The William Floyd 
Community Summit Beautification Committee is already committed to adopting the new Village Square, but other 
locations are in need of sponsors. A kick-off meeting for the program is being held on August 22, 2013 at 
Mastic/Moriches/Shirley Library at 6:30pm. Legislator Browning is urging residents to attend and get involved. 
For more information please call 631-852-1300. 
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