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 County Demolishes Dilapidated Structure in Shirley 

524 Rowlinson Caused Safety and Quality of Life Issues; Blight  
 

                                       (524 Rowlinson Drive, Shirley before demolition)                                       (The completion of 524 Rowlinson Drive demolition) 

 
Shirley, NY – Suffolk County demolished a major eyesore in Shirley yesterday after complaints from surrounding 
neighbors regarding the negative impacts the property was having on the community. When the county took 
ownership of 524 Rowlinson Drive in 2012 due to failure to pay taxes, Legislator Browning (WF-Shirley) took 
immediate action to remove the structure. Legislator Kate Browning and Brookhaven Town Deputy Supervisor 
Dan Panico remained in contact with each other and residents to ensure the process was expedited as quickly as 
possible.  
 
 The house at 524 Rowlinson Drive in Shirley was uninhabitable and had been vacant. The structure was 
attracting raccoons, which were threatening neighboring homes. In addition, the structure had been deemed unsafe 
and residents were concerned that either vagrants and/or children could be injured if they attempted to enter the 
property. These types of structures are known to be havens for criminals and bring down the property values of the 
neighborhood.  
 
 The house was identified by Suffolk County’s Real Property Division as its number one priority to be 
demolished, and Legislator Browning secured the needed funding in the 2013 operating budget to complete the 
project.   
 
 “This structure was negatively impacting the quality of life for the surrounding community, and no one 
should have to live next to this type of eyesore,” stated Legislator Browning. “I was extremely concerned about the 
health and safety issues, so it was important we acted quickly. I am looking forward to doing something positive 
with this parcel now that the immediate concerns have been addressed.” 
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  "Every time a blighted structure like this is taken down the community collectively breathes a sigh of 
relief.  I applaud the efforts of Suffolk County, specifically Legislator Browning's office and the Department of 
Public Works, in demolishing and removing this blighted structure," commented Brookhaven Town Councilman 
Dan Panico. 
 
 The property will remain with the county until it is either sold at auction or transferred to the town for 
affordable housing purposes. Legislator Browning will be pursuing these options shortly in order to put the 
property back on the tax rolls as soon as possible.  
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