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NORA’S TWO MIRACLES!!  
Six Year Old Finds Bone Marrow Match! Cuomo & Browning 

Successfully Reverse Insurance Denial for Surgery 
 

 
Caption	for	Photo:	(Nora	Getchell	below	and	in	front	pictured	with	her	father	Shawn	Getchell	(far	right)	and	
mother	Maureen	Getchell	(second	from	right),	Gail	Cappiello	and	Frank	Cappiello	(Osprey	Pointe	Civic	
Association),	Suffolk	County	Legislator	Kate	Browning	(fourth	from	right),	Bob	DeBona	(Center‐Mastic	

Beach	Property	Owner’s	Association),	Cheryl	Inguanta	(RPW	Talent)	and	Alan	Chasinov	(far	left	‐	MBPOA).	
 

 
Shirley, NY – In December Nora Getchell’s prognosis was looking bleak. The six year old from Mastic Beach, 
suffering from a rare blood disorder, wasn’t responding to her treatment and she didn’t have the necessary donor 
match to undergo a vital transplant. The family organized donor drives across the country and raised thousands of 
dollars to aid the ailing girl. On February 10, 2012 news came that Nora had found a match and one week later 
Legislator Browning (WF-Shirley) and Governor Andrew Cuomo teamed up to pave the way for her procedure to 
be covered at Memorial Sloan-Kettering. Family and friends gathered at Applebee’s in Shirley yesterday, one of 
the former sites of an organized donor drive, to celebrate Nora’s progress and to thank the many residents and 
officials that have dedicated their time and energy towards saving Nora’s life.  
 
 The February 10 news notified Nora’s parents that 32 perfect matches have been found and 10 of those 
matches are considered ideal; they are women and under the age of 40. The search was long an arduous. Since her 
diagnosis on June 13, 2011, the family organized almost 20 blood and bone marrow donor drives. The donor 
drives took place throughout the country including California, Oregon, Washington, D.C., New York City, 
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Massachusetts, New Jersey and a bunch on Long Island. Ironically, the good news arrived on Nora’s brother 
Arik’s birthday. Arik said, “My birthday wish has come true!”  
 
 "We feel just so blessed,” stated Maureen Getchell, Nora’s mother. “In December Nora didn't have a single 
match, but because our wonderful friends, family and community came together and swabbed across the country, 
in February she had 32 matches, 10 of them females!” 
 
 Nora had crossed one major hurdle, but there was still a major barrier to her receiving the treatment she 
needs. Nora’s family wanted her to be treated at Memorial Sloan-Kettering so that she could have her transplant 
conducted by Dr. Farid Boulad.  Dr. Boulad specializes in non-cancer blood disorder bone marrow transplants and 
is leading expert for Nora’s disease. Unfortunately, Dr. Boulad was not in-network for Nora’s insurance carrier 
Fidelis, which is through New York State’s Child Health Plus. The procedure at Sloan-Kettering was denied. The 
in-network hospitals did not offer the treatment or the same level of expertise as Sloan-Kettering. Determined to 
provide the necessary treatment for Nora, Nora’s mother Maureen reached out to Legislator Kate Browning for 
help. Legislator Browning had already helped organize a few donor drives in conjunction with the Mastic Beach 
Property Owner’s Association and immediately reached out to Governor Cuomo’s office.  
  
 Legislator Browning’s call was on February 16 and within 24 hours Governor Cuomo’s regional 
representative, Scott Martella, informed the family that the procedure was going to be covered by Fidelis at Sloan 
Kettering. Nora has scheduled her procedure for the day after Easter. She will have to undergo intense treatment 
afterwards, but if all goes well she could be attending regular public school classes by 2013.  
  
 "After hearing Nora's story we acted immediately,” stated a spokesman from Governor Cuomo’s Suffolk 
regional office. “We were able to work in concert with her healthcare provider, Fidelis, the Department of Health 
and Legislator Kate Browning to ensure that she receives the best treatment available without the crush of out-of-
network expenses. We wish the best for the Getchell family, as Nora continues her battle against Severe Aplastic 
Anemia." 
 
 "We are so grateful to Legislator Kate Browning and Governor Andrew Cuomo for being our advocates,” 
stated Maureen Getchell. “They spoke to our Insurance and struck a deal for us to go to Sloan out-of-network yet 
kept our in-network benefits. We don't know what we would have done without their help." 
 
 “It has been a roller coaster year for the Getchell family,” stated Legislator Browning. “They have been an 
inspiration to all of us through their determination and love for Nora. I can’t thank Governor Cuomo enough for 
his office’s quick response to an urgent request. I am honored to have played a role in getting Nora this far and 
have her in my prayers for a successful surgery and speedy recovery. She is an amazingly strong young lady.”  
 
This week, March 1st–7th, is Aplastic Anemia Awareness Week. For more information you can go to 
www.aamds.org. 
 
In Nora’s own words, “God gave this disease to me because we know lots of people, and someone who is all alone 
needs to find their match and get blood too, so we help them."  
 
The family still needs to pay for hundreds of swabs that were taken before she found a match and are currently 
being processed. To help the family pay for the swabs visit the website www.bethematchfoundation.org/goto/nora. 
 
"There are so many generous individuals and businesses across this wonderful country, all the people who have 
been swabbed and entered into the National Bone Marrow Registry,” concluded Maureen Getchell. “All the people 
who are still donating money to pay for swabs, everyone who donates blood and gives so selflessly of their time to 
help Nora and the THOUSANDS of people who need a match. 'Thank you,' isn't nearly enough." 
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