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Presiding Officer Gregory Commends 

Outgoing Leader of the 106th Rescue Wing 
 
RIVERHEAD, N.Y.  – Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory 
commended Brigadier General Thomas J. Owens II for his tremendous accomplishments and 
dedicated service to the New York Air National Guard. 
 
Owens had led the 106th Rescue Wing, a unit of the New York Air National Guard stationed at 
Francis S. Gabreski Airport in Westhampton, since 2009. He passed the baton in April and was 
promoted from colonel to brigadier general. He has been named the new assistant adjutant 
general for air for the New York Air National Guard. 
 
The Presiding Officer presented Owens with a proclamation at the Legislature’s May 10 General 
Meeting in Riverhead. 
 
“It is my honor to congratulate Thomas Owens and thank him for his service and leadership in 
protecting our citizens,” said Presiding Officer Gregory. “Suffolk County has been lucky to have 
him as a leader, and I know he will do great things in his new position at the New York Air 
National Guard’s headquarters.” 
 
The 106th Rescue Wing deploys worldwide to provide combat search-and-rescue coverage for 
U.S. and allied forces. Manned by more than 1,000 military and civilian personnel, the unit 
assists with disaster relief and other state emergencies at the direction of New York’s governor 
and has performed numerous rescues of commercial fishermen and recreational boaters.  
 
Owens is a graduate of Cornell University, where he received a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering. He went on to receive a master’s, and in 1985 received his commission as a 
distinguished graduate of the Air National Guard Academy of Military Science. A command 
pilot with more than 3,900 flying hours, he has commanded at the squadron, group and wing 
levels. 
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“I am sincerely appreciative to have had a leader of such a high caliber at the 106th Rescue Wing 
in Westhampton,” said 2nd District Legislator Bridget Fleming. “I wish Brigadier General 
Thomas J. Owens all of the best in his new role.” 
 
Owens’s awards include the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, the 
Aerial Achievement Medal, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the Meritorious Unit Award, the 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with Valor Device, the Combat Readiness Medal, the 
National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the Southwest Asia 
Service Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal and the Iraq Campaign Medal, as well as the 
Kuwait Liberation Medal from the Government of Kuwait.   
 
Caption for attached photo: Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory 
and 2nd District Legislator Bridget Fleming commend Brigadier General Thomas J. Owens II at 
the Legislature’s May 10 General Meeting in Riverhead. From left: Legislator Fleming, 
Brigadier General Owens, Owens’s wife, Karen, and Presiding Officer Gregory. 
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