


2013 §303-b Agricultural Districts Program Enrollment Opportunity: 
A Report of the Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board to the 

Suffolk County Legislature 
 6/27/13 

 

June 12, 2013 Page 1 of 2 
 

Pursuant to Section 303-b of Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law, 
landowners are provided an annual opportunity during which they may request the inclusion of their 
predominately viable agricultural lands in agricultural districts previously certified by the New York State 
Agriculture Commissioner. On June 12, 2013, the Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection 
Board considered the applications for inclusion received by the County of Suffolk during the 2013 
Section 303-b enrollment opportunity and recommended the inclusion of 151.6± acres. 

BACKGROUND 

The New York State Agricultural Districts Law (i.e., Article 25-AA of the New York State 
Agriculture and Markets Law) was enacted in 1971 to conserve and protect and to encourage the 
development and improvement of farmlands for the production of food and other agricultural products.1 
According to the “New York’s Agricultural Districts” brochure produced by the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets, the New York State Agricultural Districts Law “seeks to create 
economic and regulatory incentives which encourage farmers to continue farming.” The New York State 
Agricultural Districts Law also authorizes the creation of a county agricultural and farmland protection 
board.2 The Suffolk County Agricultural Districting Advisory Committee – known now as the Suffolk 
County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board – was established in 1971 to advise the Suffolk 
County Legislature and to work with the Suffolk County Planning Board – known now as the Suffolk 
County Planning Commission – on the creation, modification, and termination of agricultural districts as 
well as other pertinent agricultural matters.3 

Agricultural districts may be created, modified, and terminated as specified in the New York 
State Agricultural Districts Law. Section 303 of the New York State Agricultural Districts Law authorizes 
counties to create agricultural districts within their jurisdictions, Section 303-a provides for periodic 
review of certified agricultural districts, and Section 303-b authorizes counties to designate an annual 30-
day period within which landowners may submit – outside the standard Section 303-a review and 
enrollment process, requests for inclusion of their lands in certified agricultural districts. 

BOARD OBLIGATIONS 

Section 303-b(2)(a) directs the county agricultural and farmland protection board to review the 
requests received during the dedicated annual enrollment window and then report its recommendations to 
the county legislative body. Specifically, the county agricultural and farmland protection board must 
determine the following for each parcel proposed for inclusion in a certified agricultural district: 

1. Whether the land consists predominately of viable agricultural land and 
2. Whether its inclusion would serve the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable 

agricultural industry within the agricultural district. 

                                                 
1 §300 of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 
2 §302 of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 
3 Suffolk County Resolution No. 889-1971 
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2013 ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITY 

During the Section 303-b enrollment opportunity, the County received 12 applications from 
landowners who requested the inclusion of their lands in certified agricultural districts. Of these, one 
application identified lands already included in certified agricultural districts, one application was 
incomplete, and one application was withdrawn. The balance of the applications involved 180.9± acres 
identified by 12 tax map lots located in the Towns of Brookhaven, Southampton and Southold. The 
principal farm operations included food crops, horticulture, and a vineyard. 

The Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board considered the 9 applications 
during a public meeting conducted on June 12, 2013. The Board found that 151.6± acres consisted of 
predominately viable agricultural land (See Exhibit A) and that the inclusion of such land would serve the 
public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the agricultural districts 
(See Board Resolutions 04-2013, 05-2013, 06-2013, 07-2013, 08-2013, 09-2013, 11-2013, and 12-2013 
in Addendum A). The principal farm operations on those lands included food crops (44%), horticulture 
(50%), and a vineyard (6%). The Board found that 29.3± acres did not consist of predominately viable 
agricultural land (See Exhibit B) and/or that the inclusion of such land would not assist in maintaining a 
viable agricultural industry (See Board Resolutions 03-2013 and 10-2013 in Addendum A).  

RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD 

The Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board recommends 10 tax map lots 
consisting of 151.6± acres, as identified in Exhibit A, for inclusion in the applicable certified agricultural 
districts pursuant to Section 303-b of Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law.  

 



EXHIBIT A

Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board June 12, 2013

Parcels Approved for Recommendation for Inclusion in Existing Certified Agricultural Districts
Application 

No.
District 

No. DSBL Land Use 
Restriction Farm Name Owner Name Village / Hamlet Principal Farm Enterprise Acres*

OEP-2013-05 1 1000 07500 0400 022009 PLT Cons. Ease. Croteau Farm Vineyard Michael & Paula Croteau Southold Vineyard 9.4
OEP-2013-11 1 1000 08300 0200 012004 SC PDR Sidor Farms Oregon LLC and Morell LLC Cutchogue Food Crops 28.5
OEP-2013-11 1 1000 08300 0200 012007 SC PDR Sidor Farms Oregon LLC and Morell LLC Cutchogue Horticulture 11.7
OEP-2013-09 1 1000 10100 0200 022002 SD PDR Steele Farms Hallock E. Tuthill Cutchogue Food Crops 5.2
OEP-2013-06 1 1000 11300 0700 019023 N/A Bissett Farm James J. Bissett, III Mattituck Horticulture 37.0
OEP-2013-12 1 1000 11500 0200 006000 N/A Emmas Garden Growers Inc Maratooka North LLC Mattituck Horticulture 23.3
OEP-2013-10 1 1000 12500 0300 004005 SD PDR Sawicki Farm Edward & Stanley Sawicki Laurel Food Crops 10.3

Town of Southold 125.4

Total Acreage AD # 1 125.4

OEP-2013-04 3 0200 97750 0400 014000 N/A Fantastic Gardens of LI, Inc Michael Tifford East Patchogue Horticulture 3.2
Town of Brookhaven 3.2

Total Acreage AD # 3 3.2

OEP-2013-03 5 0900 05600 0100 015000 N/A Dovetail Haney Farm LLC Sagaponack Food Crops 13.0
OEP-2013-03 5 0900 05600 0100 019024 Ag. Reserve Dovetail Haney Farm LLC Sagaponack Food Crops; Horticulture 10.0

Town of Southampton 23.0

Total Acreage AD # 5 23.0

*Source: SC Real Property Tax Servce Agency TOTAL ACRES: 151.6



EXHIBIT B

Suffolk County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board June 12, 2013

Parcels Disapproved for Recommendation for Inclusion in Existing Certified Agricultural Districts
Application 

No.
District 

No. DSBL Land Use 
Restriction Farm Name Owner Name Village / Hamlet Principal Farm Enterprise Acres*

OEP-2013-10 1 1000 12500 0300 004004 N/A Sawicki Farm Edward & Stanley Sawicki Laurel Food Crops 2.5
Town of Southold 2.5

Total Acreage AD # 1 2.5

OEP-2013-01 3 0200 97610 0300 027002 N/A Early Girl Farm South Country Farms LLC Brookhaven Food Crops 26.8
Town of Brookhaven 26.8

Total Acreage AD # 3 26.8

*Source: SC Real Property Tax Servce Agency TOTAL ACRES: 29.3
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ADDENDUM A 

1. Board Resolution #03-2013 

2. Map for Application # OEP-2013-01 

3. Board Resolution #04-2013 

4. Map for Application # OEP-2013-03 

5. Board Resolution #05-2013 

6. Maps for Application # OEP-2013-04 

7. Board Resolution #06-2013 

8. Map for Application # OEP-2013-05 

9. Board Resolution #07-2013 

10. Map for Application # OEP-2013-06 

11. Board Resolution #08-2013 

12. Maps for Application # OEP-2013-09 

13. Board Resolution #09-2013 

14. Map for Application # OEP-2013-10 

15. Board Resolution #10-2013 

16. Map for Application # OEP-2013-10 

17. Board Resolution #11-2013 

18. Map for Application # OEP-2013-11 

19. Board Resolution #12-2013 

20. Map for Application # OEP-2013-12 
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