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A regular meeting of the Ways and Means Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature was held in 
the Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building,  
Veterans Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York, on Wednesday, May 28, 2015.   
 
 
MEMBERS:   
Legislator Steven Stern - Chairman 
Legislator William Spencer - Vice-Chairman 
Legislator Kate Browning 
Legislator Robert Trotta 
Legislator Robert Calarco - Excused 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Jason Richberg - Chief Deputy Clerk of the Legislature 
George Nolan - Counsel to the Legislature 
Debbie Harris - Aide to Legislator Stern  
Bill Shilling – Aide to Majority Leader 
Robert Lipp - Deputy Director - Budget Review Office 
Katie Horst - County Executive's Office 
Wayne Thompson - Department of Environment and Energy 
Rick Brand, Newsday 
All other interested parties 
 
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY: 
Gabrielle Severs - Court Stenographer 
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(*The meeting was called to order at 12:40 p.m.*)  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Good afternoon, everyone, and welcome to the committee on Ways and Means.  I'm going 
to ask everybody to please rise and join us in the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator Browning.   

 
(*Salutation*) 

 
Please remain standing and join us in a moment of silence as we keep all of our brave women and 
men fighting for our freedoms overseas in our thoughts and prayers.   

 
(*Moment of Silence Observed*) 

 
Again, welcome, everyone, and thank you for joining us.  Let's see.  Mr. Clerk, how are you today? 
 
MR. RICHBERG:   
I'm doing well, Mr. Chair.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Do we have any cards?   
 
MR. RICHBERG: 
We have no cards, sir.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  I have no cards.  Is there anybody that would like to address the committee.  
Seeing none, we will then go into our agenda beginning with tabled resolutions.   
 
IR 1187, To create a Gaming Facility Community Advisory Committee (Pres. Off.).  I will 
make a motion to table at the request of the sponsor.  Second by Legislature Browning.  All in 
favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstentions?  Tabled.  (VOTE: 3-0-02, Not Present: Calarco, 
Spencer)  
 
Please note for the record that Legislator Calarco will not be with us today.  He has an excused 
absence.   
 
Moving to Introductory Resolutions. 
 
IR 1389, Authorizing certain technical correction to Adopted Resolution No. 187-2015 
(County Executive).  I'll make a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.  Second 
by Legislator Browning.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstentions?  IR 1389 is approved 
and placed on the consent calendar.  (VOTE: 3-0-02, Not Present: Calarco, Spencer)    
 
IR 1395, Approval of auction rules for the disposition of surplus property acquired under 
the Suffolk County Tax Act (County Executive).   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Can we find out, is there changes?  I'm sorry.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Sure.  Mr. Thompson.   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Afternoon.  You had a question, Legislator Browning?   
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LEG. BROWNING: 
Yeah.  Just curious, is this a change or what -- is this there any changes?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
There's no changes from last year, except we changed the dates to 2015 and one grammatical 
mistake where they underlined "director of real estate."  That line should've been removed because 
that was changed last year.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
When was that changed last year; do you recall?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Well, originally it was the "director of the division of real property acquisition and management," and 
since Rosen-Nikoloff, or Mrs. Thompson, whatever you like, she assumed all the titles of affordable 
housing, this and that.  They made that new title for her, and now she is the director of real estate.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
So that change was already done, so the underlying portion in this version is not necessary?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Right. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Motion to approve.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Browning.  I'll second.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any 
abstentions?  IR 1395 is approved.(VOTE: 3-0-02, Not Present: Calarco, Spencer). 
  
IR 1402, Sale of County-owned real estate pursuant to Local Law No. 13-1976 Thomas 
Downs and Bonnie Downs (SCTM No. 0800-083.00-04.00-006.012).   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Motion.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Browning.  I'll second.  Mr. Thompson. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
You might see that this is a little original, that we did not offer it to the adjacent owners other than 
the one because in the deed of the adjoining property, these parcels were to be merged into one, 
and, therefore we couldn't sell it to anyone else, let alone sell it at auction because it had that 
restriction in the deed,  which it could only be merged with the adjacent piece.  They missed their 
redemption abilities.  Their bank missed their redemption abilities; maybe they didn't put an 
application in, and the bank at the last moment said, We need to do that, maybe they're they're 
going to foreclose against these people.  And they were going to fund the money and the Downs 
came up with the difference in the money, which is well beyond what they would owe us in back 
taxes, so it's a net gain for the county.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
The amount is 19,500. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
That was an appraised amount, yes, as opposed to what they owe.   
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CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Mr. Clerk, I have motions?   
 
MR. RICHBERG: 
You have a motion to approve --  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Everybody good?   
 
MR. RICHBERG: 
-- and a second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstentions?   IR 1402 is approved.  (VOTE: 3-0-0-2, Not 
Present: Calarco, Spencer).  
 
IR 1405, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Alexander E. Borkoski (SCTM No. 
0900-082.00-01.00-003.001)(County Executive).  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Motion.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Browning, to place on the consent calendar.  I'll second.  
Everybody good with this?  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstentions?  IR 1405 is approved 
and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 3-0-0-2, Not Present: Calarco, Spencer).  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
IR 1406, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property acquired under 
Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Dorothea Lacey (SCTM No. 
0400-101.00-02.00-083.000)(County Executive).  
Same motion, same second, same vote. IR 1405 is approved and placed on the consent 
calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not Present: Calarco).  
 
IR 1407, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Frank C. Falco and Christine Ann 
Falco (SCTM No. 0103-012.00-01.00-024.000)(County Executive).  Same motion, same 
second, same vote.  Approved and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not 
Present: Calarco).  
 
IR 1408, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Gloria V. Conte and Jeanne M. 
Klein (SCTM No. 0200-791.00-02.00-018.003)(County Executive).  Same motion, same 
second, same vote. Approved and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not 
Present: Calarco).  
 
IR 1409, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of The Suffolk County Tax Act Paula Lippman, Sharon Lippman 
and Sharon Lippman, as executrix of the estate of Emanuel Lippman (SCTM No. 
0500-305.00-03.00-023.000)(County Executive).  Same motion, same second, same vote. 
Approved and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not Present: Calarco).  
 
IR 1410, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Michael Risbergs (SCTM No. 
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0900-251.00-03.00-045.000)(County Executive).  Same motion, same second, same vote.  
Approved and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not Present: Calarco).  
  
IR 1411, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Pamela Liguori (SCTM No. 
0500-052.00-02.00-048.005)(County Executive).  Same motion, same second, same vote.  
Approved and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not Present: Calarco).  
 
IR 1412, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Steven Squillace and Tammy 
Squillace, his wife (SCTM No. 0200-701.00-03.00-012.018).  Motion to approve and place on 
the consent calendar by Legislator Spencer.  I'll second.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any 
abstentions?  IR 1412 is approved and placed on the consent calendar. (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not 
Present: Calarco).  
 
IR 1414, Sale of County-owned real estate pursuant to Section 72-h of the General 
Municipal Law - Town of Brookhaven (SCTM No. 0200-403.00-10.00-011.000)(County 
Executive).  Motion by Legislator Browning.  I'll second.  Mr. Thompson. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Yeah, this is -- I know Legislator Browning was aware of this, but this piece has been a problem for 
us for many years with a building that had to be destroyed.  People had to be evicted.  Their 
redemption period ran out.  The town agreed to knock it down, and they requested it because it's 
on Artist Lake, which they own all the area around it, including the lake, so they wanted it for 
environmental purposes.  They did the demolition and saved us $20,000 and we're being made 
whole.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
We have a motion and a second.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
This is the one the Town of Brookhaven is taking over, right?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Excuse me?   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
This is the one the Town of Brookhaven's taking over?  Because this actually is my district anymore. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
That's right.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
And the town is going to preserve the property?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
That's correct.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
All right.  I thought so.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
There is an accompanying resolution from the town board, Town of Brookhaven; okay, everybody 
sees that, everybody has that?  Okay.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any 
abstentions?  IR 1414 is approved.  (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not Present: Calarco).  
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IR 1433, Authorizing the Village of Mastic Beach to utilize a parcel, (Suffolk County Tax 
Map No. 0209-024.00-02.00-026.000) for village purposes (Browning).  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Motion.  If you need any more information on it, we transferred this property over to the village a 
few years ago.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
We need a second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Are you seconding?   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Yes.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
They have a three-year period in order to decide what they're going to do with it, but the village is 
going through some growing pains, if you want to call it that, and the new mayor made a request 
that we could extend that transfer to them because she wants to do it.  It's another three years.  
It's a piece of property on the north side of the road as you enter the village, and, you know, I guess 
with the growing pains, it has not been a priority to them, what to do with it, but the new mayor 
definitely wants to get moving on doing something with the property.  
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Right.  I think -- my understanding is the county has a right of reverter after three years, so this is 
basically directing real estate to extend out the time for the village to convert this to the use they 
talked about originally, and obviously the county would not exercise the right of reverter.  So, you 
know, an additional three years to the village to convert this to a park or a visitors center or village 
hall before the county's right of revertal investigate.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
And there is, isn't it two three-year periods -- you know, if they don't do something in the first three 
years, we do allow for an extension?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
With affordable housing, but we have no objection to extending this, and just with like, you know, 
we'll issue a new correction deed which tightens it up and I guess presume gives them another 
period of time to do so.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
What happens to the property within the next intervening three years?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
According to their own asking, they're going to build on -- to build a village hall on that; isn't that 
right?   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
They were looking at village hall, visitors' center, kind of creating a little gateway into the 
community. 
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MR. THOMPSON: 
The biggest reason why that was to keep in there was to keep a municipality from flipping it on us, 
turning it over to a neighbor or something like that.  If they attempt to do anything else other than 
a municipal use, we have the right of reverter, which at that point, we would probably have to have 
some say in that.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Who's maintaining the property now?   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
The village.  It's actually just a wooded piece of property right now.  There's nothing actually on it, 
but they're maintaining it.   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
They already have a deed for it.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
They will do so for the next three years. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
They will do so for the next three years, and I think there's a couple of three-year extensions that 
we can do under the county, right, George?  It's more than one --   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Yeah.  I think as Wayne mentioned, I think that language you're thinking of might be in our 
affordable housing law -- right so, you know, the original 72(h), and I think all the 72(h) resolutions 
talk about three years put it to to use they promise.  In this case, they haven't made it, and 
notwithstanding that, we're allowing an additional three-year period.   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
So a new deed would be in order, is what we're saying.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Right. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Plus the fact I think they have tightened the uses for it.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Yeah.  The new mayor just came in just a matter of -- like since March, and, you know, so she 
needs an opportunity to take some time to determine what she's going to do with it.  I would think 
that this administration is definitely going to have a plan in place for the three-year extension. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Right, and anytime they decide they decided they don't want to use it, they could turn it right back 
to us.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Correct. 
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
If the extension is not granted, what is the alternative?  What happens then?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Well, I guess we would have to pursue having it returned to us, which means they either give us a 
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deed.  We ask Legal to take it from them, which would mean go to court if they don't voluntarily 
turn it over.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Would there be any basis for not voluntarily turning it over?   
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Well, that would be the reason, but in order to clear up title and a  chain of title, we'd still need a 
deed; either that or a court order saying it's returned to us.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Well, there would be no legal basis for not transferring it back over. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
For not transferring it back over.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
If the time is run, according to the deed's own terms, then the property has to be transferred back. 
 
MR. THOMPSON: 
Right, but if they don't do it, I can't get them to sign a deed unless they're willing to.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
I bet you'd be able to get them to sign the deed.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Maybe not.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
All right.  Anybody else?  Legislator Browning, you made the motion.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
I made a motion. 
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
And Legislator Spencer made the second. All right.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  
Any abstentions?  IR 1433 is approved.  (VOTE: 4-0-0-1, Not Present: Calarco).  
 
There are no other resolutions on the agenda, but we are going to recess for executive session, so 
I'll make a motion to recess for purposes of going into executive session to discuss litigation.  
Second by Legislator Spencer.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstentions?   We are recessed 
for executive session for the purpose of discussing litigation.   

 
(*The committee met in executive system session  

from 12:55 p.m. until 1:13 p.m.*)   
 
We are back from executive session, and we are back on the record, and for the record the 
committee considered litigation in the matter of Lynette Gordon (ph) V. County of Suffolk, et. al. and 
the committee unanimously voted to confirm a settlement of that entitled litigation.   
 
There being no other business before the committee, we are adjourned.  

 
(*The meeting was adjourned at 1:13 p.m.*) 


