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(*The meeting was called to order at 1:59 p.m.*)  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Welcome, everyone, to the Committee on Ways and Means.  I'm going to ask everybody to please 
rise and join us in the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator Browning. 

 
(*Salutation*) 

 
Please remain standing and join us in a moment of silence as we keep all of our brave men and 
women fighting for our freedoms overseas in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

(*Moment of Silence*)  
 
Welcome, everyone, and good to see everybody today.  As we know what -- we are getting a late 
start.  I think everything's getting a late start today.  So, before we go into our agenda, Legislator 
Spencer. 
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
So, the Health Committee is scheduled -- was scheduled to start at two o'clock.  We are actually 
starting the Ways & Means, which was scheduled to start at 12:30.  So, those who came for 
presentations for Health or testimony, just be aware that this is Ways & Means, and we will start 
Health immediately following the conclusion of the Ways & Means Committee.  Thank you.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Thanks, Doc.   
 
Okay, first on our agenda will be Public Portion.  I do have a card before me.  Mary Finnin, welcome. 
 

(*Public Portion*)  
 
MS. FINNIN: 
Good afternoon, thank you.  My name is Mary Finnin, I'm representing myself, and I'm here to speak 
in opposition to Resolution 1150, which adds all kinds of fees to other kinds of parking or traffic 
violations.   
 
I don't think this is any way to balance a budget, and I'm quoting that from the remarks that the 
County Exec's staff said to the Village of Islandia when they took their parking-ticket money and the 
Village wanted it back because they were using it in their budget, and I don't think this is any way 
for the County to balance their budget.   
 
I have been here for several years, and I've been saying if you look at the General Fund you could 
fund all the services that are required with a three or a five-dollar tax on every single taxpayer in 
the County, and instead of -- I would say nickel and diming, but I'm looking at a hundred and 
350-dollar fees here -- that that would cover and you would have -- be able to fund the health and 
the food and the other services that the public needs in Suffolk County. 
 
So, I'm opposed to this kind of taxation, and I request that you vote it down, that you look at your 
budget aside from the Police because they're already getting theirs.  They got the two percent from 
last time.  I think you look at the General Fund and you put in the amount of money -- you know, as 
a taxpayer, it would be far better to pay five dollars for everyone than have it -- try to put in these 
fees that are going to be costly to administer and in the end I think will cost more money to 
administer a program like this, and it's oppressive.  Thank you.   
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CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Thank you, Mary.  I do not have any other cards.  Is there -- and now I do.  Okay, is it -- 
Mayor Dorman.   
 
MR. DORMAN: 
Thank you very much.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Welcome, Mr. Mayor.  
 
MR. DORMAN: 
How are you?  I'm just here to talk about something that's before you right now about the transfer 
of some property that you have in the Village of Islandia that is actually the final piece of a project 
that we've been working on for the past five years.  What it is is the Old Nichols Road baseball field.  
It's right on Old Nichols Road before Exit 58, and we finally got the transfer of title.  The Town of 
Islip through the help of Tom Croci and the Islip Town Board approved all of that.  The transfer, it 
went up to the State.  It was approved.  Our governor signed it.  We have the certificate, so we have 
the property, and we have this plan here that you have in front of you to put two ball fields in there.  
This is about a million-and-a-half-dollar project that we don't have the money yet, but we're going 
to work on that.   
 
Your piece of property is actually -- if you look at the ball field, you'll see where it's highlighted on 
the right-hand side.  There's a gas station, and there's a little piece over there that's highlighted in 
yellow, and it's highlighted in white.  That's the piece of property from the County.  I think it's a .18. 
 
Now, if you look at the other photo that I gave you, the top photo is the condition of it now, which is 
all woods, and it's a dumping ground, and then the bottom is the plan that we have to convert it into 
a pedestrian walk.  It'll actually give us -- if you look on the map, it gives us the accessibility of 
using connecting roads, south-connecting road as additional parking because we anticipate a large 
turnout when these fields are completed.  This is going to be a state-of-the-art type baseball fields.  
We're talking dugouts; We're talking bathrooms.  We've got everything that we -- we have the 
whole wish list.  Let's put it that way.   
 
So, if we get everything that we want - it is a memorial park for our responders - we can take this 
final piece of the puzzle, connect it to our ball field, pick up additional parking, have a pedestrian 
walk, and we'll be able to clean up all that debris and everything that's on that property now as it is 
-- as it stands.   
 
So, I'd like for you just to keep that in mind, you know, as you're contemplating your thoughts.  If 
you have any questions, I'm an easy person to find.  We're more than glad to answer them.  Thank 
you very much.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Thank you and thank you for being here, Mr. Mayor.  Do all the Members of the Committee have 
what the Mayor was --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Yes.  Can -- Mr. Chair, can I just ask the Mayor a quick question?   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Sure, Legislator Kennedy.   
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
Thank you very much.  Thank you for being here, Mayor, and thank you for the great work you do in 
Islandia.  
 
MR. DORMAN:  
Thank you.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So, just help orient me a little bit.  I have the visual rendition that you put up here.  
 
MR. DORMAN:  
Yes.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
This actually is an expansion of what is now an existing field that the Town of Islip transferred over? 
 
MR. DORMAN: 
Right.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So, the conceptual part is really, like, the back part of this or the eastern part.  You have a field 
here.  You're going to expand it out, you're going to add that additional softball field and some of the 
other green areas.  
 
MR. DORMAN: 
Absolutely.  There's also a jogging, hiking, walking trail, whatever you want to call it.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Right, right.  
 
MR. DORMAN: 
With a memorial on the side.  There's, like I said, bathrooms.  The bathrooms alone are about a 
66,000-dollar amenity.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay. 
 
MR. DORMAN: 
So, it's pretty expensive.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
And that field is pretty well used.  I see people on there from what, April through October, Right?   
 
MR. DORMAN: 
All the way; all the way.  They play that field a lot.  We're going to be putting two fields.  This is 
seven acres.  It doesn't look it.  When you go there, it doesn't look it at all because there's a lot of 
woods there.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Sure.  
 
MR. DORMAN: 
And you have the one field, but it's seven acres of property.  
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
Good.  Well, thank you very much and good luck with it, and when it comes time I'll be happy to 
make the motion to support it.  
 
MR. DORMAN: 
Thank you, sir.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  I have no other cards.  Is there anybody with us today that would like to address the 
Committee?  Seeing none, we will go to tabled resolutions.   
 

(*Tabled Resolutions*)  
 

First is IR 1043, Adopting Local Law to strengthen policy against dual public salaries. 
(Cilmi) 
 
I'm going to make a motion to table.  I'm told by Counsel that because there was an amendment -- 
the amendment that was made rises to the level of being a substantial amendment, which would 
require going for public hearing.  So, for that purpose, I'll offer the motion to table and send to 
public hearing.  Second by Vice Chairman Spencer.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any Abstention?  IR 
1043 is Tabled for Public Hearing (VOTE:  6-0-0-0 - P.O. Gregory included in the vote) 
 
IR 1150, Adopting Local Law amending Chapter 818 of the Suffolk County Code to modify 
the fees which may be applied by the Suffolk County Traffic and Parking Violations 
Agency. (Co. Exec.)   
 
I see Director Margiotta's here.  Sir, why don't you come on up and take a seat.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA: 
Thank you.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Welcome. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I have a short explanation, okay.  Well, first, I'd just like to say that I'm very proud of the agency.  
It's really, I think, made our streets safer than they were before.  I think we've addressed a lot of 
issues that were never addressed when Motor Vehicle had it, and I'm glad that it's contributed 
money to the deficit as well.   
 
What we're talking about here are not taxes and are not fees that anyone has to pay.  These are 
fees that people pay because they refuse to comply with the law.  This is when someone's given a 
violation, a ticket, parking ticket, traffic ticket and just refuses to comply in every aspect.   
 
When people come to the Traffic Court, they're given an array usually of choices.  The first is you 
can plead guilty and pay the statutory fine.  A lot of people do that.  A lot of people mail it in, guilty, 
and pay the fine.  Other people choose to come in and have a conference.  At the conference, they 
have choices depending on their record.  If they don't have a bad Motor Vehicle record and we're 
willing to plea bargain with them, their choices are plea bargaining or trial, okay.  Everyone can go 
to trial any time they want.  If they want to plea bargain, they can plea bargain to reduce the 
number of points on their license either from four to two, six to two or something like that, and they 
pay a basic statutory fine.   
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Certain people who have clean records and who want to avoid points on their license can pay a 
higher fine for a non-point violation, okay, where they don't get the penalty of having the points.  
The penalty is actually the higher fine.  Some people choose this.  Many people choose this for 
whatever reason.  An example is if you had a -- at a six-point speed and you came to us, if you were 
convicted or pled guilty to a six-point speed, the statutory fine's about $300 give or take, but then 
six points go on your license, your insurance company is going to raise your rates when they see the 
six points, and Motor Vehicle's going to fine you $300, $100 a year for three years.  So, while you 
may have only paid a 300-dollar fine, it turns out to be 600 when Motor Vehicle gets involved, and 
your insurance goes up.  We offer them a plea that's below the $600.  So, they save money, and 
their insurance don't go up, and it doesn't go on their license either.  That's all assuming that they're 
entitled to it.  Public safety's first.  If they have a bad record, there are a lot of people we will not 
talk to.  So, what happens is then we get to that point -- now, most people, a lot of people don't 
have the money to pay, so we give them to time to pay.  So, you could come in and say I want to 
plead guilty today to a stop-sign ticket, but I don't have the money today.  So, we say, all right, 
we're going to give you four to six weeks from today to pay the fine.  They go in front of the judge, 
they take the plea, the judge gives them that time to pay.  And some of that is the problem.  Some 
of that is where we come in with the problems with the collection.  Of course, if we don't collect the 
fees and we don't collect the fines, whatever's in our budget is not going to work.  Whatever 
anticipated revenues were proposed or put into the Legislative budget or the County Exec's budget 
will not be met.  There is no doubt about that, and I don't want to be in front of the New York State 
Comptroller explaining why I'm not collecting these fines, why there's so much money outstanding 
that the County has not taken any interest in collecting or has not tried to collect.   
 
Nassau County had a major problem with this.  They still have a major problem with this, with their 
TPVA.  It's been in the media many times.  They've been criticized.  I know that they tried to get 
better at it.  They do booting; they do towing, and that has helped them collect more of the fines.  
We look at what they do; they look at what we do.  So, they're looking very heavily at what we're 
doing right now as well as a way to help them.   
 
I'd like to give you a little statistics of what's going on.  Since the beginning of operations, we've 
served 144,000 people.  That's from April 1, '13 to 2/18 -- 2/28/14.  For the year, 4/1/13 to 
12/21/13, we have right now $1,890,123 in unpaid fines, $414,215 in unpaid administrative fees, 
$426,533 in unpaid surcharges.  The total is $1.929 million in unpaid fees just from April to 
December.  So, for 12% of the money that is expected in that is not being collected.  This particular 
number are people who have agreed to pay the fine, said I want to plea guilty or I want to take a 
plea bargain or I'm going to do this.  Then when it came time to pay they did not, okay, and now 
we're stuck with that.  We're in that limbo now where they haven't paid.  They've gone before the 
Court, they've agreed to pay the fine or they've made a plea bargain, and they just have not 
followed through, they've not paid their fine.   
 
We've collected in -- last year with red light and traffic $29 million - a little bit over that - including 
red-light cameras.  Fourteen million of that was in traffic violations.  We technically -- we should 
have collected over 16 million but for the people who haven't paid.  Parking and red light -- parking 
and red-light tickets to date, I think red-light camera is going to make the picture for you what 
happens when the County does not take steps to collect their money.  Red-light tickets, tickets in 
the system are 890,891, which amount to $60 million.  The tickets that have been paid are 715,000 
tickets.  The amount paid has been $47 million.  Outstanding unpaid red-light citations are 175,262.  
One quarter of the tickets issued are unpaid as of today because the County has never done 
anything in the past to collect this money or to make it a penalty.  Now, this Board, this Legislature 
imposed a 25-dollar penalty on red-light cameras, which is gonna help.  It does get people to pay on 
time.  It does get people to pay.  Outstanding in parking tickets right now, I have $1.9 million that 
have not been addressed or 67% of the parking tickets are unpaid.   
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As far as red-light cameras go, I have 13 million, 459 dollars -- 459,000 or 28.6% that is unpaid.  
Unfortunately, most of that, we'll never collect.  Statute of limitations has run on how we could do it, 
and I don't know that anyone would be comfortable now trying to collect something that somebody 
got three years ago and starting to send out more notices.  So, in my opinion, that money is lost, 
$13 million since the beginning of the Red Light Camera Program.   
 
Total outstanding traffic and parking money right now is $3.8 million.  As far as people who have 
failed to answer their tickets who simply get the ticket from the officer and do not respond 
whatsoever, there's 4,244 of them as of today that have ignored their tickets completely, have not 
sent in a guilty, not guilty, can't make it, can you call me, nothing.  
 
Fail to pay, there are 1,893 people who have failed to pay.  Now keep in mind we only opened in 
April, and there are 527 tickets that were unable to even scoff because of the plea that was worked 
out.  We can't even send a suspension notice, though they rarely work in this instance anyway.  
 
I have to say the agency's running, I think, at a most incredible miniscule percentage of people who 
are disgruntled with the agency.  Now, I'm not saying everybody leaves there jumping up and down, 
they're all happy that they left traffic court.  No one's happy to be in traffic court, But my experience 
is that they feel like they made the decision as opposed to when you went to Motor Vehicle, Motor 
Vehicle made the decision.  You plead not guilty; the judge had a trial; he decided, she decided 
guilty or not guilty.  Here, they have options.  So, they at least feel like they had an input, they 
knew what they were getting, and they agreed to it.   
 
If every one of our Legislators, all 18, received 20 complaints about the Traffic Bureau about 
something as far as this goes, that would be -- that would equal one quarter of one percent of the 
people that we've served.  If every Legislator here has received 80 complaints, that would mean 99 
percent of the people that come through that agency have not complained.  So, I ask you to keep 
that in mind.  While they're not going to be happy coming out of Traffic Court, they're treated with 
respect, and as I -- when I came here, I explained that they would be treated with -- as a customer, 
and we've done that.  We're even now looking into a new system where when they come in they're 
going to get a ticket that's going to give them the estimated wait time.  There's going to be no more 
lines.  They're not going to have to wait on a line.  Everyone will be able to sit down.  That's in the 
works right now.  And I just want to make it clear that no one is required -- these fees here, no one 
has to pay them.  All you have to do is answer your ticket or respond.  That's all you have to do.  
This is a conscious choice that I'm not answering my ticket, I'm not paying my fine, I'm not coming 
in, I'm not answering my parking ticket.  So, it's not something that anyone has to pay.  Not to 
mention that if you don't commit the infraction you're never in the situation to even pay a fine, 
never mind a late fee.   
 
So, that's really all I'd like to say.  The agency's number-one concern has been public safety.  We 
could be making a lot more money honestly, a lot more money if we were doing it for money.  We're 
not.  We're doing it for public safety, and we have done some amazing things, I believe, and if any 
of you would like to talk to me separately I could tell you about some of the individual success 
stories and thank yous we've gotten from parents of kids and senior citizens and handicapped 
veterans and all the other people who have come to us with specific issues that we've helped to 
address.  Thank you.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Very good and thank you.  Thank you for being here.  Legislator Calarco and then Legislator 
Browning.  
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LEG. CALARCO:   
Thank you.  Paul, thanks for being here today.  We appreciate you coming down and giving us some 
information.  So, we've got over $3.8 million in uncollected fees right now?  Uncollected fines, fees 
and other charges that are both due to us?  Did I hear you right?  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
3.8 million.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
3.8 million.  So, what mechanism do you have right now to collect that?   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I really don't. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
What -- yeah, what -- what do you resort to? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
We send suspension -- we direct Motor Vehicle to suspend licenses.  Most of these people, they've 
had suspension notices, they've had notices that, you know, they're overdue, and they're just not 
responding.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Do you have the authority to boot a car? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Not yet.  We would, but I have to be honest.  Even though it's $3.8 million, I don't think there's any 
one person in here that would rise to the level of us booting a car. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Not yet. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Not yet. 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Not yet.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Nobody here.  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I actually think, Legislator Calarco, that this is a really good question, and I think that this is at the 
crux of the -- of the local law that's before you today, and I think that what we're looking at as 
Mr. Margiotta was kind of referring to is that there's not just one solution to this.  It's not -- it's not a 
matter of give us the authority to please boot, but like so many things it's a matter of providing the 
right tools for the right situation and this -- this local law does attempt to put more tools into 
Mr. Margiotta's toolbox in order to address the unpaid tickets.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
No.  I understand that, and -- so, now following down that, you mentioned Nassau County.  How 
long did it take them before they started to put some of these type of mechanisms in place into their 
agency?  How many years did they go without these mechanisms?   
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DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I can't give you the exact amount of years, but I know the facilitation was that, I believe, Newsday 
and Channel 12 took them to task for all the money that was outstanding when it was found that 
they were in such financial deficit and they wanted to know where was -- why didn't they take any 
action and collect all these monies. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Was their agency losing money? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Their agency has a lot issues.  I can't say that they're losing money, but they're definitely not 
operating as we are.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
They were in the red for a while.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yeah. 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
If memory serves correct - and I saw those Newsday articles - they were in the red, right?  They 
were not -- they were losing money to operate the agency. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yeah.  I speak with Judge Marks weekly, and he's got his hands full. 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Certainly.  And we wouldn't want the taxpayers of Suffolk County having to foot this bill especially 
when it was something we weren't doing as recently as two years ago. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Exactly. 
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I would also say, Legislator Calarco, that, you know, government very often gets criticized for not 
being proactive enough.  We have a situation right now, I believe, Mr. Margiotta said the percentage 
of people that hadn't paid was approximately ten percent.  I would say that this is the time to 
address this problem before it grows rather than wait for it to get into a situation where we're 
writing exposé stories on it about people not doing what they were supposed to be doing.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
3.8 million in uncollected fees is pretty high to me. 
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I --  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
And we have to remember these are people who are -- in one way or another have already pled 
guilty of some sort -- something, and that's why they have a fee in the first place.  So, it's no 
different than letting any other person who violates the law walk away without any kind of 
punishment.  
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MR. VAUGHN: 
I agree with that wholeheartedly and would just -- you know, what you said, we need to address this 
problem now.  We shouldn't let a three-million-dollar problem become a six-million-dollar problem or 
greater. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Okay, thank you.  A couple of questions just about some of the actual fees here, just so we have a 
little better understanding of about what we're being asked, you know -- granted, I think we should 
-- we should go after people who aren't paying their fines and paying their fees and, you know, 
otherwise, I think the message will get out pretty quick to people that you don't have to pay your 
parking ticket in Suffolk County, throw it away and move on to the next thing.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I think it has.  That's why I said seven percent are not paid. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
So, with their parking tickets here, it says the fines will double after 30 days, triple after 60 days.  It 
sounds fairly severe.  Could you tell us what an average parking ticket is and -- you know, so that 
we could have a better understanding of exactly dollars that we're talking about there?   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I would say 95, 96 percent of parking tickets, the minimum fee would be zero, and the maximum 
fee would be 150.  Then, of course, you have -- you have administrative fees, and you have State 
surcharges which the governor just put on, but if they were fined $50, it would be a 125-dollar 
ticket. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
And if they don't pay it, then how much would the ticket be? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Now, $125.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
No.  But if they don't pay it under the terms here, you know, the fine's doubling.  Is it just the $50 
that doubles?  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
No.  The whole thing double -- well, yes.  The administrative fee wouldn't double and the -- the --  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
The State surcharge doesn't double.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA: 
-- double.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
So, if you got a 50-dollar fine --  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
It would go to 100 and then 150. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
It'll go to 150.   
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DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
And this is really -- the way this works, this is done --- we did this in Babylon.  Almost every Town 
and Village have it working this way is:  It's on there.  It's on the ticket.  So, when you get the 
ticket, you know if I pay it right away it's cheaper.  So, most people will respond right away, and 
that's how it helps. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
I know they just put in parking meters in Patchogue Village, and if you don't pay that it's a 25-dollar 
ticket.  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I would also say that the fee doubles if you don't pay that ticket as I found out personally.   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Yes, it does. 
 
MR. VAUGHN:  
It'll triple too.    
 

(*Laughter*)  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
We are very proactive in the Village of Patchogue to -- to actively enforce our laws down there.  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
A system we're looking to emulate right here. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Very good.  All right.  Judgments, there's a hundred-dollar fee for a judgment.  What is a judgment?  
It's not -- it's not that you came in and you were found or pled guilty of something and were issued 
a fee.  What's a judgment?  What does that actually entail?  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
The judgment is really the end.  This is where nothing has worked.  We're unable to collect this 
money, and we're ready to file it with the County Clerk.  So, we have to --  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
And what's that do?  That allows us to place a lien on the person's -- 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Not really.  We just file it.  I mean, you know, it's like any other judgment filed.  It really has little 
effect unless you own something, first of all, and even if you do, if you don't pay -- you don't have 
to pay it till you sell your house if it's a house, but it's -- it's a complicated system to get to default.  
It's not you didn't pay your fine, you're in default.  It requires a lot of action, especially if you fail to 
answer the ticket.  So, if you failed to answer your ticket, what I have to do is wait 60 days, then I 
notify Motor Vehicle.  They give you 37 days.  So now we're at 97 days.  Now you have an answer, 
okay.  Motor Vehicle will suspend you.   
 
Now, from my point, after the 60 days I send you a letter saying the judge is defaulting you where 
-- the law says if you fail to answer it is interpreted as you are pleading guilty.  So, the judge will 
find you guilty and fine you whatever the fine is.  Now I send you a certified return-receipt letter 
that says the judge is defaulting you, these are the fines, if you don't come here within 30 days and 
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say that was not my intent, I did not mean to plea guilty, I want to plead not guilty, then it become 
a judgment.  Then we go back to the judge.  The judge signs an order, then that order has to be 
made and filed with the County Clerk. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
But that judgment's not the hundred-dollar fine we're talking about here.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
That's the $100.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Oh, that's the hundred-dollar fine.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
When we've gotten to the point now, and we're filing.   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
So, that's the person that doesn't show up to court.  They get a --the judge says you're guilty.  You 
notify them, so you got 30 days to come in and tell me that you don't want to plead guilty or to pay 
the fine as is; otherwise, we're going to take the next action, and the next action is going after a 
judgment.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yes.  Or if you've agreed to pay the fine and haven't paid the fine, and we notify you of that, and 
Motor Vehicle's going to suspend you and you still don't come in the fine, we have to go back to the 
judge and say we're not collecting this fine, we need to make it a judgment.  The judge makes it a 
judgment, and then again we got to file with the County Clerk. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
What's a default?  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
A default means you've completely ignored it, you're not showing up.  You get the ticket, you throw 
it in your backseat, you just never address it. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
So, theoretically, someone could get a default and then get the judgment tacked on top of it as well? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yes, yes, yes.  They can't get all three.  It's either -- you could get a fail to pay and the judgment, 
and you could get a administrative -- default and a judgment, but these things, they're going on.  
You're getting notices, and you're not responding.  Then you get another notice.  It tells you what's 
happening next and you're not responding, and then finally it goes to a judgment and you don't 
respond, and then it gets filed with the County Clerk.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Okay, thank you.  I think you answered all of my questions.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Thanks.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Browning and then Legislator Kennedy. 
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LEG. BROWNING:   
Okay.  So, now the fee -- fee for failure to timely pay a fine is $50.  So, if I get a parking ticket and 
I don't pay on time, the fine is doubled and then the 50-dollar fine is on top of that? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
No.  That does not apply to parking tickets.  The parking ticket late fees are the C.   
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
Okay, well, okay.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
This is people who have requested time to pay us. 
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
Okay.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
And we've given them four to six weeks, and then they don't pay. 
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
Okay.  I think you know how I feel about this.  You know, I looked at New York City's and granted -- 
I mean, we've all been to New York City, and you look at those signs and you say what in the name 
of God is that and what does that mean?  And my husband's a City cop, and he doesn't know what 
half of them mean.  I shouldn't probably say that on the record, but it's true.  They're very 
confusing.   
 
My major concern is is that when somebody comes in and says I don't have the money.  And I 
understand that, you know, you break the law, you get the fine, you pay the fine and you have to 
find a way to get people to do it.   
 
My biggest concern is is that, you know, somebody who's living in the wealthier communities who've 
got money like there's no tomorrow, it's not an issue for them to pay that $50 or $100 or even 
$500.  It's nothing.  The issue that I have with this is, again, it's targeting the working class, the 
lower-income people. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Why would you say that, Legislator?   
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
That's the lower income --  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
That would only be people who are --  
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
-- working class families are the ones that I feel are going to be more hit hard with this -- these 
types of fees, and I looked at the New York City parking fees.  The late fees are:  After 30 days, it's 
a ten-dollar late fee; after 30 days, it's a 30-dollar late fee; and after 90 days, I believe, it's a 
60-dollar late fee.  So, I think their late fees are actually a little less then what we are.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
There's a difference though.  They're not parking tickets that we issue.  Those are City parking 
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ordnances that they control the fine, the fee, the surcharge, and they keep everything.  And their 
own people --  
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
Whoever. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Police officers don't issue these.  These are meter maids going out. 
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
Right, right, right.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Right.  So, it's not the same tickets we're getting.  Ours are New York State --  
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
However, it's not about who's doing it, who's getting it.  It's about the person who has to pay it.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Well, it depends on the violation.  New York State can make a violation for anything.  I don't know 
what --  
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
Right.  But the people who have to pay, you know, my concern is is that we have the fees, we have 
administrative fees, and I just feel like to now tack it on.  It's the working-class people, it's the 
lower-income people who cannot afford -- maybe they got the ticket and granted you have to pay it, 
and I know that you work with them in saying four to six weeks.  Well, you know, we've been there 
in unemployment and not having the jobs and not having the income, and I know a lot of these 
people who make $25, $30,000 a year, and, you know, when they're -- when they're sitting saying 
oh, I got this fee, I got this fine, a parking fine or a red-light camera, you know, that they're -- now 
they're trying to fit that into their budget, and they're making a choice between putting the food on 
the table for their family or to pay this.  They're going to pick the family first, and I just -- you know, 
I just feel like we just can't keep hitting people over the head, and I understand that you're saying, 
you know, some people are not paying, but you're telling me we're already bringing in $14 million.  
 
So, I just feel like some of these fees are just excessive, you know, maybe the booting if you don't 
pay, not the late fees, maybe the booting.  The fee for towing in New York City is 255 versus this 
one is 350.  Fee for storage, we're 75, I looked at the City's, it's ten dollars a day, $15 a day after 
the third day.  So, that's definitely a big difference.   
 
So, you know, again, as it stands right now, I just feel that the people who are going to get hit over 
the head and hammered with these kinds of fees are the people who are already, you know, living 
hand to mouth and -- and I just -- I'm having a hard time with accepting, agreeing with this.  I 
mean, there's some people it's not an issue for them to write that -- to write a 500-dollar check or a 
hundred-dollar check, you know, no problem, and if they're late, oh, gee, I missed it, I'll pay the late 
fee.  But on average here in Suffolk County, the way the economy is, people who are getting back to 
work, they're not getting back to work to jobs that are paying the same kind of salaries or wages.  
They're not getting the health benefits, you know.  They're struggling and trying to get their feet 
back on the ground, and now we're going to say to them okay, well, if you screw up and you get a 
ticket we're going to hit you over the head some more. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Well, I believe if it was me I would be very careful not to be incurring extra expenses like parking 
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illegally or speeding when I shouldn't be.  I mean, if I can't afford it --  
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
That's easier said than done. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
-- and they own a vehicle.  They're paying insurance; they're paying gas.   
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
Right.  And that's easier said than done, but, you know, I just feel at this point in time I think some 
of these numbers are a little excessive for my liking.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Mr. Vaughn.   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I would just like to add that on behalf of people who are very fortunate to not be living hand to 
mouth, there are a group of us who also are not sometimes so responsible about the paying the fees 
that we have to -- that are incurred when we make mistakes, and this -- this resolution hits those as 
well.  And, look, I am a very lucky human being.  I make a very nice salary, I have a job that I love, 
I have a place of work that I come to that I really love and appreciate, I have a wonderful family and 
a wonderful girlfriend, but sometimes I make mistakes, and sometimes I have to pay more money 
for the mistakes that I made, and just like if I didn't pay my credit card bill or didn't pay my car 
insurance bill or didn't pay my car bill, there would be an additional fee.  And just like I have 
occasionally from time to time helped sustain the budgets of our various municipalities throughout 
Suffolk County --  
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
We'll let you do more if you want. 
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I actually would -- I'm actually making a resolution to stop doing that.  But I've made -- look, I've 
made parking mistakes myself, and I've had to suffer the consequences for the mistakes that I've 
made, and this is about holding people accountable, and I understand your concerns, but that's also 
what we really feel that this is about at this time. 
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
And I guess I look at it maybe from a different -- you're younger, you're, you know, you're not 
married yet.  You are married, no?  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
No.  
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
Well, hurry up.  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
You need to talk to Jeannine, Legislator Browning.   
 

(*Laughter*)   
 
LEG. BROWNING:  
I just want to say, I remember those days with my husband, myself and three kids.  We've been 
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there where we didn't know where the next dollar was coming from, and I don't want to now 
because of where I am here today and I'm in a better shape that I'm going to start hammering 
people on the head, and I --  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I just want to clear up something with you.  When I said four to six weeks to pay, that's not giving 
them four to six weeks from when they got the ticket to pay the fine.  Tickets are responding 60 
days after the ticket.  You come into court, you get adjournments.  Sometimes it's a year and a half 
before they plead.  Then they get four to six weeks to pay the fine.  We're at a year and three 
quarters.  If they -- if you own a car, you could pay a 250-dollar fine in a year and a half. 
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
Yeah.  But tell that to somebody that's foreclosing on their mortgage.  You know, I can tell you:  
When you are in a financial bind and, you know, it digs you more -- it can take you a long time 
where you -- you can't pay your mortgage.  I've been there.  We have struggled, and I'm telling you 
I can tell you stories, but, again, it's to say well, you know, it's a year and a half.  Some people just 
cannot dig out of that hole.  They're using their credit cards to try and pay bills.  I mean, they're 
borrowing Peter to pay Paul, and, you know, I just know what it feels like, And I'm just at that point 
where yes, I'm fortunate now, but, you know, I know too many people that are not that fortunate.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Kennedy.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Good afternoon, Paul.  And first and foremost, let me say, I think you're doing an outstanding job 
with this agency.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Thank you. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
The metrics that you've given us are -- I don't want to say astounding, but it just is amazing the 
magnitude of taking an agency from a concept to an actual working and functioning entity, and it's 
to your credit.  You have done by large good job.   
 
Just a couple of housekeeping items before we go to the bill because I have -- you know, you lay out 
good points, and, I mean, you and I could talk about, you know, the whole legal basis and where we 
kind of borderline from being something that is a bona fide fine or penalty to the point where we're 
bumping up against something that's confiscatory and may, in fact, actually have some 
constitutional types of pushback on it.  But one -- just one request, if you will, because I've gotten a 
couple of these items in my office, and I don't know how the people find me, but, I guess, the same 
way they're finding you, weather, weather-related things.  There are a number of people who 
continue to say that they had a hearing date on the day that was a part snow day, a full snow day or 
something like that.  They're making their efforts to get out here now.  We all got slammed with 
that.  Nobody in their right mind wants to demand that somebody from the Bronx, from Brooklyn or 
wherever has to, you know, trek all the way out here in the midst of a snowstorm or funky weather 
in order to be timely in paying.  We're talking about paying, which is important, but to those people 
that make a credible request based on nonappearance and weather, I'm sure you're going to be 
accommodating or giving them some latitude.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
What -- normally, like I said, when you don't show up, just for your conference, it would take 97 
days before anything would actually happen, and it would 60 days before you're even notified that 
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you need to do something.  So, you really have two months -- 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
-- to show up -- 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
-- and say hey, I missed my date, and that's fine.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
All right.  That's good.  I'm glad to hear that and so, you know, in May, who knows, maybe the snow 
will melt.  
 
All right.  So, let's go on to this.  Having spent nine years in the County Clerk's Office and having 
routinely gotten judgements from just about every entity on the face of the earth including the IRS 
and other federal agencies, State Taxation and Finance, many, many, many agencies that are in the 
process of either levying fines, fees, penalties or whatever routinely ship judgments in bulk out to 
the County Clerk's Office for transcription purposes, and there is a robust subset of attorney practice 
called collections work.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yes.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
As you know.  So, you know, it's possible that a motorist may not have a bank account, a house or 
anything, but there's stuff to be able to execute against.  I'm not promoting that we factor or ship all 
them out for collections, those unpaid fines, but I am suggesting that in this bundle of remedies that 
you're looking to put forward, the one thing that I'm curious and that I don't see - and maybe you 
guys do do it - how about a confession of judgment?  If somebody's coming in and they're eyeball to 
eyeball with 500, 750 or $1000 worth of faced fines or maybe more and they're saying look, I can't 
pay it now, I, you know, I'm getting my income tax check back in another two or three weeks or, 
you know, something -- I'm getting an inheritance or something like that, and I'm going to be able 
to go ahead and be good on all of this in about four or five weeks, why not say to them you know 
what, I take you on your word, I take you -- but just so that we're going to make things, you know, 
simple and easy and not have to have us go through all of that application to the judge and all of the 
transcript.  Sign this, confession of judgment.  Well, what's that?  We take you at your word.  You 
waive any defense.  It goes right on, goes right on that, and I think it would help -- it would be at 
least another tool. 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I agree.  I think it's great.  We didn't think of it, but it is great.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
You know, it's something that often was done in different areas particularly, as you know, you know, 
over the course of the years when you're doing negotiating.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yes.  
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
You want to get somebody good faith, absolutely, there you go.  But let's just make sure you keep it 
on the up and up.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Right. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Let's talk about items G, H and I. Not that I'm not concerned about the doubling of the face fees but 
a booting, a towing and a storage.  You know, to me, that's where I'll go back to some of what I 
talked to you about before about some of my constitutional concerns, but let's just say I threw that 
out, and I said you know what, yeah, you need all the tools.  Who do we have that would boot?  
Who's going to boot?   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
We haven't established this program yet.  This would be an RFP, and it would be for a parking 
system that includes booting, towing, storage, processing the parking.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
And we would have to set up parameters.  We're not going to --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So, you're not going to have a Suffolk County employee out there slapping a boot on?   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
No, no, no, no, no, no.  And it would be governed by our rules, and I could tell you I would never 
allow something to be towed or booted unless it was so egregious that there's nothing left to do.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Yeah.  Look, I get it, and, you know, I just -- I started trying to imagine -- we're not talking about 
using our flatbeds, and where would we even store the vehicles?  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
And most of this money will be paid probably to the vendor.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Yeah.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
But we're going to charged to do this.  Our idea is that if this happens that they pay the fine to get 
-- to get it back or to take the boot off.  As a matter of fact, the boots, the new boots now, they put 
them on, you call up, you give them a credit card over the phone, and they give you the code, and 
you take the -- you take the boot off yourself.  You just put a code in.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Is that right? 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yeah.  
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
Well, I -- you know, look, I mean, at the end of the day, there's a lot of different ways to pursue, 
you know, persuade people to perform, and -- although, there's some people that'll still try and drive 
on a boot.   
 
So, I -- so you're saying to us what you're looking for is is the authority to conceptually try to put 
these in place, but you're also saying on the record no County employee is going to be involved in 
this.  You would put it out for some kind of a private entity, you know, to go ahead and do it.   
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yes, I've already been talking to different entities.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
All right.  So then I guess based on that, you know, all things being equal, I don't have the other 
concerns.  I do just hope that you continue to use your good judgment as you have.  Like you said, 
you look at what the previous driving record is before you get into a dialogue.  If, in fact, you have a 
first-time offender or minor types of things, a judge has some latitude and they were able to have 
some discussion, I mean, that's the way the process is supposed to work.  And then just, you know, 
if you're stating on the record that it will not be us directly involved in the booting, towing or 
storage, then I'll be okay.  All right.  I'll yield.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Thank you.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Before I go to Doc Spencer, I mean, just to reiterate, you are -- your statement here today is that 
you could be a lot more aggressive than the agency is right now.  So, this is not about being more 
aggressive to pursue perhaps more penalties and greater revenue.  In fact, as you said, you know, 
when Legislator Kennedy is -- is concerned, I think rightfully so -- I think we all share Legislator 
Kennedy's concern, that you use your discretion when you're dealing with all of these cases, but 
that's -- what you're saying is that is exactly what you have been doing.  In fact, if you weren't 
doing that, then perhaps we wouldn't be in the situation that we're in right now.  So, this is really 
about being proactive to make sure that a difficult situation doesn't become that much worse.  
Legislator Spencer.  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Yes, sir.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Thank you.  And we had a chance to speak before the meeting, and I do appreciate that.  So, most 
of my concerns and questions have been addressed.   
 
I did want to just try to see with regards to the end point where I agree that we need to do 
everything we can to collect the moneys that we're due, and this puts some incentives and gives you 
some tools.   
 
And back to Legislator Browning's point, I understand that, you know, everyone pays the same 
penalty, but there is such a dichotomy of social economics here on Long Island where you can have 
someone where $50 is a week's worth of groceries and to someone else where $50 is totally an 
insignificant thing, and there's nothing we can do about that.  That's just the society that we live in.   
 
I guess my question would be along when we start to get into judgments and we -- we have 
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someone that can't pay and they're put on a payment plan and for whatever reason that there is 
they don't have the money, and I think we looked at this with our jails too where we have some 
people that can't afford bail and, you know, if you have a judgment that -- and those fines continue 
and there's interest and they continue to get bigger and bigger that you could literally have someone 
that did something that was a traffic infraction and because of -- again, they would have to ignore 
and do certain things but because of their circumstances wind up in jail because of failure to pay and 
not responding and not keeping payment plans and -- is there an end point?  And I know probably 
maybe this isn't even a question for the record, but I would hate to see someone that's a provider 
that relies on their car that is having difficult economic circumstances with a judgment to get picked 
up, arrested and find themselves in jail because of inability to pay.  Is there an end point as far as 
you know to this process?  
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
I could tell you that now we are an adjunct to the District Court.  We have the power of the District 
Court.  Our judges' actions are the actions of the District Court.  Right now, we could send people to 
jail for their -- for their parking tickets and their regular tickets.  We can give them alternatives.  If 
you fail to pay the fine, you will do ten days in jail.  We could do that right now.  It's a court.  We 
don't do that, okay.  We don't do any of that.  What's going to happen is if you fail to pay and it gets 
to the judgment, the worst that I can imagine happening is if you're making a salary and it's above 
the legal limit you would have to pay ten percent towards your fine, but I also wanted to say that 
most traffic tickets are going to go up -- the most they're going to go up is, like, three or $400, and 
then they stop.  There is an interest rate, but there's no doubling and tripling after that.  Nothing will 
happen.  Thank you, Doctor.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Thank you, thank you.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Good?  Okay.  Let's see, Madame Clerk, I think I called the number, but I don't know if we have a 
motion and a second.  I do not?   
 
MS. ORTIZ: 
No.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay, all right.  But 1150 is before us.  I will make a motion to approve. 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Calarco.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any opposed?   
 
LEG BROWNING: 
Opposed. 
 
Any abstention?  IR 1150 is approved.  (VOTE:  4-1-0-0 - Opposed:  Leg. Browning) 
 
DIRECTOR MARGIOTTA:  
Thank you.  
 

(*Introductory Resolutions*)  
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CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Introductory resolutions.  IR 1172, Authorizing certain technical correction to Adopted 
Resolution No. 1218-2013. (Co. Exec.)  
 
I'll make a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.  Second by Legislator Calarco.  All 
in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1172 is Approved and Placed on the Consent 
Calendar.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0) 
 
IR 1176, Approving payment to General Code Publishers for Administrative Code pages. 
(Pres. Off.)   
 
I'll make a motion to approve. 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Calarco.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  APPROVED (VOTE:  
5-0-0-0) 
 
IR 1185, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Alissa Dallojacono and Louis 
Dallojacono, Jr., husband and wife (SCTM No.  0200-867.00-06.00-021.002). (Co. Exec.)   
 
I'll make a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Spencer.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1185 is Approved 
and Placed on the Consent Calendar.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0) 
 
IR 1186, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Ann Marie Ladone (SCTM No.  
0200-393.00-07.00-011.000). (Co. Exec.) 
 
I'll make a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Spencer.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  1186 is Approved 
and Placed on the Consent Calendar.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0) 
 
IR 1187, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act Estate of Florence Lojko c/o 
Bwinbtwre Corp. (SCTM No.  0600-111.00-03.00-003.000). (Co. Exec.)   
 
I'll make same motion.  Is everybody good with that?  Same second, same vote.  Approved and 
Placed on the Consent Calendar.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0)   
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IR 1188, Authorizing the sale, pursuant to Local Law No. 16-1976, of real property 
acquired under Section 46 of the Suffolk County Tax Act the estate of Petra Trivone, 
Steven Ortiz Executor (SCTM No.  0200-708.00-04.00-036.000). (Co. Exec.)   
 
Same motion, same second, same vote.  Approved and Placed on the Consent Calendar.  
(VOTE:  5-0-0-0)     
 
IR 1199, Authorizing certain technical corrections to Adopted Resolution No. 1038-2013. 
(Co. Exec.)   
 
I'll make a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.  Second by Legislator Spencer.  All 
in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  1199 is on the consent -- approved and on the consent 
calendar.  Approved and Placed on the Consent Calendar.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0)    
 
IR 1200, Appropriating funds in connection with the Optical Disk Imaging System (CP 
1751). (Pres. Off.)  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'll make a motion to approve, Mr. Chair. 
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Kennedy.  Second by Legislator Browning.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'd just like to point out the next three, actually these three, are all for the County Clerk's Office, and 
I would like to remind everybody - I believe it is in 2013 - the Clerk turned over 20 million to the 
General Fund.  So, they are a revenue generator for us.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  So, on 1200 there is a motion to approve by Legislator Kennedy.  There's a second by 
Legislator Browning.  Anybody else on the motion?  Okay.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any 
opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1200 is approved. (VOTE:  5-0-0-0)     
 
IR 1201, Appropriating funds in connection with upgrading of the Court Minutes 
Application (CP 1681). (Pres. Off.)   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'll make the motion, Mr. Chair.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Kennedy.   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Calarco.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1201 is approved. 
(VOTE:  5-0-0-0)      
 
IR 1202, Authorizing the County Clerk to file an application for additional State mortgage 
tax reimbursement. (Pres. Off.)  
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'll make the motion to approve, and on this motion, Mr. Chair, this is actually a offset that the 
Clerk's Office receives for -- specifically for those employees, our County employees, who are 
engaged in the process of evaluating, recording and taxing mortgage documents. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Calarco.  So, here, the County Clerk has determined that expenses in collecting 
the tax has increased.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
As you know, Mr. Chair, there are tens of thousands of mortgage instruments, mortgage 
modifications, and they range from the simple HELOC that could be ten or 20,000 to 
multimillion-dollar commercial entities.  There is a number of staff, some full-time and some in 
percentages of time, that are tasked specifically to reviewing them for legality, accuracy, content, 
verification for real property that's included.  All of that function actually can be offset or the Clerk 
gets the opportunity to hold back the amount of mortgage tax collected and then remit it up to 
Albany.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
And I see here, maybe this is for BRO, the amount is one point -- approximately $1.8 million.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
And I would hazard to guess that that face amount on mortgages processed by the Clerk's Office at 
this point probably approaches in excess of a billion dollars.  In my time back there, we were 
probably in the neighborhood of 500, 600, 700,000.  So, you know, ten years gone, we're well in 
excess of that amount.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Very good.  All right.  So, we have a motion and a second.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any 
opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1202 is approved.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0) 
 
IR 1218, Authorizing the lease of premises to the United States Department of 
Agriculture. (Co. Exec.)  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Motion. 
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion by Legislator Calarco.  I'll second.  Everybody good?  Everybody good?  I'll call the vote.  All 
in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1218 is approved. (VOTE:  5-0-0-0)  
 
IR 1232, Sale of County-owned real estate pursuant to Section 72-h of the General 
Municipal Law (Incorporated Village of Islandia, Town of Islip) (SCTM No. 
0504-014.00-02.00-002.000 formerly known as 0500-059.00-02.00-020.004). (Co. Exec.)   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'll make that motion, Mr. Chair.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Kennedy.   
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LEG. CALARCO:   
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Second by Legislator Calarco.  We heard from the mayor.  We have the plans before us.  Everybody 
good?  All right, I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 1232 is 
approved.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0)    
 
IR 1249, Directing the County Attorney to examine the feasibility of commencing a legal 
action against major cigarette manufacturers. (Trotta)   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'm going go make a motion to approve here, Mr. Chair.  It's my understanding that Legislator Trotta 
actually started this inquiry or process probably about 45 days or so ago, and there is ongoing 
litigation at this point, I believe, that was commenced by the City of New York.  It is similar to some 
of the prior Statewide litigation that we have seen that involves diverting, I guess, of sales tax 
revenues.   
 
So, the resolution, as I understand it, directs the County Attorney to simply do an evaluation on the 
viability of us joining as an additional plaintiff.   
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Robert Braun, Assistant County Attorney.  We have already begun to look at this.  We have some -- 
the deeper we looked, the more convoluted the legal issues become, And we're also looking at a new 
approach, a different approach than the one that was originally discussed, and the County Attorney 
has requested that this be tabled for one cycle so that we can do a little further research and give a 
more-informed opinion because I believe the resolution allows us 60 days from its adoption to make 
our finding of feasibility or not, and we just need a little more time.  So, rather than ask for it on the 
other end, we're asking for it now.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Well, to the Chair, what I would say back through the Chair to Mr. Braun, I'm glad you're looking at 
the legal theories that are involved and whether or not there may even be an alternative method.  I 
know previously Legislator D'Amaro as a matter of fact had done quite a bit of work, and I believe in 
the past we've entered similar types of Statewide suits, but what I'd also say to you, Bob, is is if it 
gets tabled today then that's another six weeks that go by, and as you just pointed out, your office 
and Mr. Brown have 60 days from the time that the County Executive would elect to go ahead and 
sign the resolution.  
 
MR. BRAUN:  
We understand that, Legislator.  I'm here to make the request.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  Well, duly noted.  You made the request.  I'd say to my colleagues carpe diem, time to go 
ahead and move the ball.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Calarco. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Just -- are you telling us in asking for the request to table it that if we were to approve this and it 
was to be approved at Tuesday's meeting that you would not have enough time per the resolution to 



Ways & Means 3/14/14 

25 

 

do what it's asking you to do?  Is that what I'm hearing you say?  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
We're not certain that we would.  That's correct.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
So, you're asking for more time --  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Yeah.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
-- than what the resolution provides for?   
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Yes.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Okay.   
 
MR. BRAUN: 
I mean, we certainly -- we've begun to look at it even without the direction of the Legislature in the 
--  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
How does this -- how does what this proposed to do compare to that what we did a few years back 
that Legislator D'Amaro had directed the County Attorney's Office to do?  And that might have been 
even four years ago.  We joined in a suit that the City had brought, I belive, Correct?   
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Well, there's a -- there is some pending litigation based on our depravation of sales tax revenues 
that we might have received if the tobacco companies had done things differently than they did 
when they came to the master settlement agreement, and that suit is still pending.  I don't believe 
we've ever collected anything as a result of that; although, that may still be ongoing.  But this looks 
for another approach, and it's something that we're interested in finding out what we can do. 
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
You just feel you need more time than what the resolution provides? 
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Yes.  
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
How much more time?  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Well, we thought one cycle would do it.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
So, if we gave you an extra 30 days, that would do it?   
 
MR. BRAUN:   
I think so, yes.  
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LEG. CALARCO:   
So, here's my -- what I'd like to offer since the sponsor is here:  Would it be acceptable if perhaps 
the sponsor were to make an amendment to the resolution for 30 days and we'll discharge it without 
recommendation?  Well, if you -- I'm sorry that you -- you missed the comment I just made, but it 
sounds to me that the County Attorney's Office is saying we need an extra 30 days.  So, my 
proposal is that, Legislator Trotta, that you make an amendment to your resolution to add that extra 
30 days to the timeline.  I don't think that would hurt us in terms statutory since this is just a 
feasibility study anyways.  We're not bringing an action.  We have the resolution amended.  We'll 
discharge it out of here without recommendation, and by Tuesday we have a clean version in front of 
us.  Is that -- is that amenable to everyone?   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Hold on.  Let's go to George. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Well, if we amend the bill -- we're after the amended filing deadline now.  So, if it's amended, it 
can't be voted on Tuesday unless there's a CN.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Kennedy, do you want to go, John?  And Legislator Spencer. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
You know, again, notwithstanding, I guess, the concerns, it's not uncommon for us to go ahead and 
give extensions.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
No, it's not.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
You know, if the office would come to us because, quite frankly, Bob, you know, we would have 
something in front of us.  If, you know, the reply to the bill before it's even on is is gee, we don't 
think we're going to make that deadline, you know you're not going to make the deadline. 
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Well, I can -- I can -- I can tell you that we're doing -- we've done a fairly extensive amount of 
research.  We have some serious questions as to whether -- we're certainly not a party to the 
master settlement agreement, the State is, and the master settlement agreement allows the State 
to determine how to distribute the money that the State gets from this big pot of funds.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Yes. 
 
MR. BRAUN: 
The State has elected to pay it out to Counties on a certain basis.  All of the Counties in the State 
get some.  So, we have some question as to whether -- we're certainly not a signatory to the 
agreement.  The agreement limits who can claim third-party beneficiary status under it, and there's 
a very strict arbitration provision in the agreement as well.  So, any way we try to head at this 
agreement we're running into something of a difficulty.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So then -- then -- you're going to have to articulate a little bit more for me so that I can understand.  
Are you saying you don't think we even have standing to go ahead and get in?  
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MR. BRAUN: 
Standing is a very big issue, yes.  We're trying to find a way maybe that we can work around that.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
But then how -- how is it that that City of New York has been able to go ahead and commence?  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
I don't think we have a clear understanding what the City is basing its claim on, and maybe we can 
mirror that once we have, you know -- can get ahold of their papers.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Have you reached out?  Have you spoken to Corporation Counsel?   
 
MR. BRAUN: 
I haven't personally.  I believe that the office is doing that.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Who's doing the research?  Is it you or somebody else from the office?  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
No.  It's somebody else.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So, you're just here on a behalf of somebody else to tell us that you're not going to be able to hit 
the 60 days. 
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Well, I'm here because I was asked to --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I understand.  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
-- cover this Committee meeting today.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I understand.  I'm just trying to get at --  
 
MR. BRAUN: 
Right.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
-- what the -- how -- how -- when did the City commence the action? 
 
MR. BRAUN: 
I personally don't know.  I know that there's something pending in the City.  I know we're looking to 
find out what it's about, but, again, I'm not the lawyer doing the research, and I haven't done that 
myself.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  Well, Legislator Calarco offered an alternative, and I -- had we been able to do that 
procedurally, I guess that would have been a choice.  Again, I would offer to my colleagues, you 
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know, life is full of deadlines.  We all know that, and that is usually what motivates us to act more 
often than not, and so I'm going -- I'm going to renew my motion to approve.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Let's first go to Legislator Browning. 
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
I can give you a perfect example.  I mean, I see that you have an issue with the time, that you 
might need more time.  I've had bills that I passed and, you know, a department come back and say 
I don't have the time, we need extended time, and we've always accommodated.  So, I don't know 
what the issue is because, I mean, I have -- the patient advocacy bill was passed a year ago.  
They're only meeting -- they just had their first meeting, and it was supposed to be done in 45 days.   
 
So, you know, to me, you know, what's the big deal here?  And I was just saying to them was, you 
know, we just had no problem passing a bill to extend fees and add fees for traffic tickets, and we 
want to hold up on exploring suing these tobacco companies?  Absolutely, we should.   
 
MR. BRAUN: 
In addition to looking at the question as it was precisely posed in the -- in the resolution, we're also 
trying to see if there's another way to do this, and that may take some additional time.  We're 
certainly not opposed to the concept of recovering additional money for the County.   
 
LEG. BROWNING:   
Right.  So -- and I think the Legislator will be more than accommodating if you need more time, 
right?  I don't want to speak for him, but.   
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Trotta. 
 
LEG. TROTTA:   
Yeah.  I mean, I've actually contacted the County Attorney before I was a Legislator, before I 
thought about being a Legislator on this topic.  So, they've known about it for years, and prior to 
that I was the guy years ago, five, six years ago, to start -- to commence the first action against the 
wholesalers and the Indians.  So, they've known about this for quite some time, and, you know, I'd 
be definitely willing if you come back and say we need more time.  I have no problem with that.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Okay.  Madame Clerk, I know there is a motion to approve by Legislator Kennedy.  Do we have a 
second?   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
I'll second.  
 
LEG. CALARCO:   
Second by Legislator Calarco.  On the motion, Legislator Spencer.   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
I'm good.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Good, okay, all right.  So, 1249 is -- is before us.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any 
abstention?  IR 1249 is approved.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-0). 
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Okay.  There being no other business before the Committee, we are adjourned. 
 

(*The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 p.m.*)    
  


