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                      THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 11:30 AM 
 

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
I'll call the Veterans and Seniors Committee to order.  Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
                                      
                                        SALUTATION 
 
 
Please remain standing and join us in a moment of silence for all our brave men and women fighting 
for our freedoms overseas in our thoughts and prayers.   
 
                                  MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED 
 
 
Director Ronayne, welcome.  

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members, Mr. Presiding Officer.  Thank you for the invitation to 
appear before you again.  As always it's my pleasure to be here.   
 
I have a few items that I would like to briefly report on this morning, some of which we have 
discussed previously.  One of them -- I may as well just begin in no particular order.  As we all 
know, there was recently an amendment signed by the County Executive amending the legislation 
introduced by Legislator Cilmi and Chairman Stern last year concerning the regulating of solicitors 
who raise funds on behalf of veterans in Suffolk County.  There were several who were of particular 
concern to us.  We had received numerous complaints over the past several years as have some of 
the Legislators in their district offices who have communicated those complaints to us.   
 
We did receive a call on Friday evening that one of these entities was operating at the Smithaven 
Mall.  I was able to -- with copies of the legislation in my possession, I was able to go out there and 
speak with the representatives who were both dressed in military fatigues.  One was wearing a 
Department of Veterans Affairs patient ID card, which is very difficult to discern from the employee 
ID cards, as well as a military ID.  As it turned out of the two individuals raising money -- and they 
were both carrying, I guess, their three gallon, not five gallon, but three gallon pails that were quite 
full of currency, so they had been fairly successful up to the time of my arrival.   
 
It turned out that only one of the two people were even veterans despite the fact that they were 
both wearing uniforms.  They were reluctant or resistant to comply with my request to produce a 
copy of the permit that they're required to have.  When I asked where it was and informed that it 
was required -- that it was required, that it be on display while they were fundraising, they claimed 
that they did have a permit, but the permit was not with them unfortunately.  They were able to 
contact their supervisor who assured me that they did have a permit but it was at their office.  He 
was not in their office so he was not able to share with me the pertinent information on the permit.   
 
I can tell you that since the permits are issued through my office, this organization does not, in fact, 
have any permit.  I requested that the mall management come down to -- and join us.  I spoke 
with the mall manager.  At that time they agreed to secure their operation and stop operating for 
the evening.  I also informed the mall manager that there was initially a discussion on the necessity 
for them to have a permit since they had the manager or the management company's permission to 
operate in the mall.  I explained that it was my understanding that if they were operating a 
business within Suffolk County, that they were required to comply with all of the laws of Suffolk 
County.  I'm not an attorney.  I don't pretend to be.   
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So I got a call into the County Attorney's to clarify my understanding of the regulation.  They did at 
that point secure and stop raising money for the night.  In the interest of just having all of our 
bases covered, I had the police come down and we did a police information report, not a 
criminal -- not a criminal report, just a police information so that the incident was documented.  
 
They had assured me that would contact my office first thing this morning.  We have yet to hear 
from them.  So I'll keep you posted on that, but, you know, 'tis the season.  These guys are out 
there.  There's plenty of money, you know, people are generous in certain areas, this cause being 
one of them.  And, you know, we know with certainty because of their past history, that this 
organization does not have a good track record with these funds finding their way down to providing 
any kind of assistance to veterans.  But, again, I'll keep you posted on this as this develops.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Tom, were you able to glean from the conversation that you had with the mall management as to 
whether or not they were scheduled to come back?  Are they going to be there again?  

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
They have an agreement with the mall management company, and they, in fact, pay a fee.  They 
had an agreement to be there for the entire month of December.  So we will be spot checking to 
ensure that at least until they're in compliance and have applied for and received a permit that 
they're not operating.  But, again, they did state they had paid a fee to the management company 
and they had planned on being there for the month of December.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Anker.  

 
LEG. ANKER: 
Hi, Tom.  They were at Smithaven Mall.  Was the -- so Suffolk County Police also had a report to 
put that on record of this incident?  

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
That's correct, yes.  

 
LEG. ANKER: 
Okay.  And you still haven't heard back from the organization?   

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
Not as of ten minutes ago, no.   

 
LEG. ANKER: 
Is it a registered not-for-profit?   

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
They are a registered 501 (c) (3); however the legislation very clearly states that all 501 (c) (3)'s 
are required to have this permit.  The exception for that is that all congressionally chartered 
veterans not-for-profit organizations are exempt.  And those would be our Marine Corp League, the 
AmVets, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars; those very specific veterans organizations who 
have their, as I said, their congressional charters.   

 
LEG. ANKER: 
I'm just wondering is there any way the County can send out a notice to other mall facilities or 
places where, you know, folks donate in large -- in the larger areas.  I don't know, what department 
would that be?  Do you have any idea, Legislator Stern?  Any idea?   
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DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
We've actually done some of those mailings.  In fact, we have sent mailings directly to this 
organization at their main headquarter's address certified mail return receipt requested.  This is 
more -- probably the largest mall manager I know in the area.  It's a big company.  We've 
communicated with them as well.  
 
In addition, on Friday evening I also provided the management representatives additional copies of 
the legislation and recorded that in the incident report, so they are on record as having received the 
document.  Whether it's his responsibility, which I would doubt, I'm sure it has to go to a -- to 
somebody in their -- in his chain of command, but we will reinforce that with additional mailings to, 
again, the malls, the supermarkets, the shopping centers.  We're not singling any individuals out.  
This is expected to be applied, you know, universally.   

 
LEG. ANKER: 
Right.  Again, we appreciate your efforts in making sure that the funds go to the right source.  You 
know, there was articles in papers, people actually going up to other people's home and stealing 
their UPS packages.  It's really bad out there.  So I appreciate -- our Legislature here appreciates 
your efforts in trying to make sure the funds go where they're supposed to go.  

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
I thank you very much for that.  Additionally, and again I know we're -- 

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Romaine.   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Yes, very quickly.  Just to demonstrate, our laws are as effective as the enforcement is of those 
laws.  And clearly, Legislator Stern, like you say Legislator Cilmi drafted his law.  It's a good one, 
but that law needs to be enforced.  And that's something, you know -- I mean we have many laws 
on the books.  And I discovered through the course of time dealing with a lot of my constituents 
that there are good laws, but they don't get enforced.  And that says something.  With Consumer 
Affairs, Veterans, things that we pass that don't get enforced.  And that's something that the 
Legislature really -- legislators have three jobs:  The first is to write legislation, the second is to 
help constituents; and the third is, which I don't think we exercise enough, is oversight, taking a 
look at laws that we pass, going back, seeing them implemented and enforced and see who's in 
charge.  So I just would mention that.  Thank you.   

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
No, I appreciate that.  And for what it's worth, we intend to be proactive on this.  We've been 
pretty effective in broadly distributing the information related to this legislation.  All of the veteran 
service organizations have it.  Their memberships are aware of this.  The veterans 
community -- and we are relying largely on their communicating with us when they come in contact 
with these individuals.  When we're aware of their presence, we will respond.  We'll do, to the 
extent that we are able, the notification and the information portion of it.  And when necessary as 
the legislation allows, we'll have the police involved up to and including, again, as the legislation 
permits.   
 
If these folks continue to not be compliant, that we can seize their goods.  We can take their tables 
and chairs and buckets full of money.  And I think that will probably be the catalyst for them 
becoming responsive if there's some teeth in it.  So, I appreciate that, Legislator Romaine.  And 
we'll be as proactive as we are able going forward.  We all have many responsibilities but this one is 
important as well.   
 
Again, with the holiday season upon us, and we are in mid-December already, but I'll just share with 
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you again that our Veterans Discount Program, which we have been working very closely with the 
merchants from Melville to Montauk to encourage merchants and business owners to enroll 
and -- enrolling and become a part of the County's Veterans Discount Program.  It's been pretty 
successful.  We're between 80 and 100 merchants right now.  It's growing a little bit every month.  
To date we've had zero participants withdraw from the program.  Everybody believes that, you 
know, it's not only a case of doing the right thing, so to speak, and providing a small discount to 
the -- to their veteran customers, but it also attracts new business to them.  So if anybody in your 
respective districts might have an interest, I've got the applications and the information on the 
program.  We're always happy to speak to the merchants and do what we can to help expand this 
also worthwhile program.    

 
LEG. ANKER: 
I have a question.   

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Anker.  

 
LEG. ANKER: 
Hi.  I'm definitely interested, if you could, you know, send information to my office on that.  We 
have quite a large veterans population.  Is there anyway that we can work with you, I know we 
have a fairly large chamber that may be able help facilitate some of those merchants, to offer those 
discounts, maybe we can see if we can talk more about that.   

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
Absolutely.  I'll forward you the information on -- through the e-mail.  And also we're always happy 
to meet with business owners, operators, chambers, anybody that we can meet with and share 
information on any of these programs, we're always happy to.  I'll go out anywhere at any time.   
 
Very quickly, over the weekend we participated in a pretty interesting program.  It's been going on 
for several years now known as Wreaths Across America.  Calverton this year was very fortunate to 
be the recipient of 1,000 evergreen wreaths that were donated at no cost for distribution at the 
cemetery.  This organization provides wreaths to national cemeteries nationwide.  In fact, you may 
have seen in the news over the weekend Arlington National Cemetery was given by this same 
organization 100,000 wreaths for distribution on the graves of their veterans.  All of this at no cost.  
So Wreaths Across America is the name of the organization and they're doing a great job.  I would 
just like to acknowledge that before you and also let you know that they're always willing to accept 
support of any kind through their website Wreaths Across America dot com. 
 
One more very -- very worthwhile program that is taking place, it'll happen this coming Saturday, 
there's an organization that I think you all know, 911 Veterans or Nine One One Vets, we call them.  
Over the weekend before Thanksgiving, they were able to provide a turkey giveaway or meals for 
veterans or veterans' families with such a need.  We gave away 500 turkeys and 200 box meals, 
which was all the trimmings, the potatoes and stuffings and so forth, as well as 200 pies. This 
weekend we'll give away another 500 turkeys, but all 500 will have the box meals with them.  So 
each recipient will receive an entire holiday meal for, you know, for a family.  The turkeys are 
averaging about 12, 13 pounds, which is very nice.  I would be happy to add the names of anybody 
in your districts or anybody else that you may be aware of who might have such a need and might 
be interested in having -- being able to participate in this.  First names are fine.  We are very 
protective of the privacy of these individuals.  
 
In fact, when we had the turkey giveaway at Thanksgiving, we held it at the Northport VA.  And 
when the media arrived, the media was shut down.  They did not allow them to film it because of 
the concern related to the privacy of those receiving the packages.  So, again, we have a great 
many available.  If you have any names, please, first names and just the number, and we'll get you 
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the information for the distribution point and time and so forth so that we can help as many folks as 
we're able. 
 
Which brings me to -- which brings me to, I think, my final point for the day, which would be 
the -- I -- over the weekend I was very fortunate, I was very privileged to have been invited to 
attend a graduation with an organization known as VetDogs.  VetDogs is essentially a spinoff and I 
won't pretend to be able to explain it in detail.  We have the fine folks here who will do that on 
behalf of the organization.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
In fact, Tom, maybe we can have our visitors come up and join us.   

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
If I can introduce Christine McDonald from VetDog and Chris Jones who is a veteran and recipient of 
a service dog.  And he has with him today Jackson.  If they would both be able to join us.  They 
are operating a wonderful program.  In fact, this weekend on Sunday, they actually paired with, and 
the individuals are now going through the training, provided 11 dogs for 11 veterans who would 
benefit from such a partnership.  It's a wonderful program.  They're helping vets who really should 
be getting this kind of assistance.  And I can tell you from having been there and watching these 
people receive their animals, that it's life-altering, what this program allows for these veterans is 
just -- it's nothing short of life altering.  It is just a remarkable, remarkable program.  Christine?   
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
Thank you, Tom, and thank you for having us.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
You're welcome. 
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
So America VetDogs, Veteran K-9 Corp, was borne out of the Guide Dog Foundation for the blind.  
The guide Dog Foundation is right here in your backyard, in Smithtown.  We are a national 
organization.  And the Guide Dog Foundation was actually founded back in 1946 by veterans from 
World War Two.  In 2003 veterans approached us and said "how come you guys don't have a 
specific program for veterans?"  So hence we looked into it and America's VetDogs was borne in 
2005 and became a separate not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) in 2006.  So VetDogs was borne out of the 
Guide Dog Foundation but is its own not-for-profit and we both actually reside under the umbrella of 
the Guide Dogs Foundation in Smithtown, New York. 
 
We are currently the only school not only in the country, but in the world, that is properly accredited 
and duly accredited by both the International Guide Dog Federation and the Assistant Dogs 
International.  This program is, needless to say, unbelievable to myself.  I've actually only been 
with the foundation four years and it's amazing the difference what -- what we do makes in 
veterans' lives.   
 
We provide free, at no charge service dogs to disabled veterans to make a long story short, veterans 
of all eras.  And our dogs, we take very strict pride in that; from soup to nuts, we do everything 
from the breeding, to the puppy raising, to the training, to the placement, to the meeting of the 
teams, to getting the students here, the applicants to us or we go to them.  And when all is said 
and done, our teams actually cost over $50,000 per team.   
 
Not only do we customize these dogs to the individual veteran, but we also provide therapy dogs at 
Walter Reed, Eisenhower, at Fort Drum, and we also have combat stress relief dogs in Iraq and 
Afghanistan that are -- combat stress relief meaning on the MASH units therapy to help with the 
soldiers deal -- nothing related to actual combat or bomb or any of that.  We make sure 



  

7 

 

that -- we're very strict with that.  
 
I would like to introduce Chris Jones with Jackson to tell you a little bit about who he is and his story 
and what Jackson does for him.  And I want you also to be aware that we have -- at this point, I 
believe, it's actually over 40,000 individuals that are coming back now from conflict that are in need 
of our help like Chris.  So, Chris, go ahead.   
 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
If I could just jump in before Chris begins, what Christine said is very important because at this 
graduation yesterday, we had one individual from New York.  The other ten recipients came from 
Washington State, Colorado, Arizona, Florida, all across this nation.  And this is where they have to 
come.  So the importance of this program cannot be overstated.  This is really the place that these 
individuals have to go to for this type of service and this type of assistance.  It's remarkably 
important.   

 
MR. JONES: 
First of all, I'd like to thank you all for inviting us here today.  This foundation has been a true 
miracle in my life.  I was deployed in Iraq in '09, got injured right outside Bagdad, got injured by an 
IED.  I'll go ahead and tell you that.  I have severe chronic back problems.  I have a steel rod in 
my back, in my spine.  I have implants in my back.  I have severe nerve damage in my right leg.  
I have TBI, traumatic brain injury, sever PTSD.  And I thought that I was at the end of my rope.   
 
I was at a TBI clinic at Fort Drum -- Fort Drum, New York.  And I got a chance to go on a veterans 
handicap skiing trip in Maine, of course, it was free of charge.  And I met a gentleman up there 
named Todd {Roller} that had recently gone through the program and got a dog.  I had already 
started my application process and I was -- it had -- there's a lot of applicants so it's kind of timely, 
but I got pushed in.  He got me hooked up with the head trainer, Jim {Mathis}, which is an amazing 
man, amazing team.  Anything you need, anything at all, they're there for you, no matter what.   
 
That's why I was saying about being at the end of my rope, just with my health, I felt like a prisoner 
in my own body.  I lost my -- I felt like I lost my independence.  There's so many things that I 
couldn't do for myself.  And now I have my dog -- excuse me -- now I have Jackson.  And not only 
do I have a service dog, I got a best friend.  These dogs are amazing.  It's amazing what this 
foundation does for us vets.  I apologize.  He does -- some of the things he does for me, I'm unable 
to bend down to pick things up for myself or go to the grocery store by myself and retrieve things off 
like the bottom shelf, he'll bring it to me.  He'll bring things to me.  He does balance nightmare 
interruption from having a nightmare.  He'll lay across my chest, start licking my face, picking me 
up.  He blocks for me.  If I'm standing in line, I'm real particular, I don't like people standing 
behind me.  He'll block for me.  He won't let anybody near me.  I can tell him let's go and he'll 
take me to the door that I came in and get me out of an uncomfortable situation and he'll calm me 
down.   
 
I've had -- I graduated with Jackson in September of this year.  I got invited back to do advanced 
classes with him.  Of course, the foundation is taking care of everything.  My wife got invited down.  
They paid for my wife to come down with me, too, so I've got a great -- so my support system's 
down here with me.  If I ever -- ever need anything, I can call upon a trainer.  I can call Christine.  
I can call anybody at the foundation and they're there for me.  They're there for any vet.   
 
But what this foundation is doing for these veterans and for me alike is just phenomenal.  I don't 
know what I would do without my dog.  He is -- he's attached to my hip everyday.  He is -- excuse 
me.  He's given me my independence back.  Before, I couldn't even leave my house without my 
wife.  And now I can go to the store by myself because I have my dog and he makes me feel that 
safe and that comfortable.  It's just a bond that is just indescribable, what these dogs and what the 
trainers and the foundation are like coming -- it's lifelong relationships.  I'm doing everything I can 
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right now to get involved with the foundation, because all -- any veteran that has gone through the 
foundation wants to give back.  And trainers, Christine, they will tell you, you know, the best way 
you can give back is take care of your dog. 
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
He's got his back. 

 
MR. JONES: 
Yeah.  But I don't -- I don't know what I'd do without my dog.  He's just been -- he's been a true 
blessings in my life.  And not only my life, I can speak -- I can speak for other veterans, too, that 
have dogs like my classmates.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Let me ask you, Mr. Jones, does the organization have you going all over the nation to talk about 
your experience?  Because you do such a great job with it and tell such a compelling story about 
your personal experience, I would have to believe that the organization would love for you to 
continue to tell your story to anybody who could benefit from having had your experience. 

 
MR. JONES: 
This is actually my first -- this is actually my first outing with Christine, with the Foundation.  The 
first thing I did when I got back was I went to Fort Drum, my old duty station, and I went and talked 
with some soldiers.  And I actually have a soldier here now in class with me that I pushed through 
the application process.  And I helped him get a dog.  And just -- just the smile on his face when 
he got his dog and the gratification that I got of helping one of my brothers was just very, very 
heart wrenching.   
 
This is what -- this is what I see myself doing.  What I do now, I'm unable to work.  I'm ninety 
percent disabled.  But what I do is, I help veterans out with the VA.  I got another soldier that's 
getting ready to come to the program, I helped them get their applications together.  I live in 
Upstate New York right now.  We're currently right now looking for a house to move down here to 
Long Island to be closer to the Foundation.  I really, really want to get involved with the Foundation 
because it's -- it's just done wonders, not only for me, but for every other veteran that's gone 
through.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
And did I hear correctly, maybe, Mr. Jones, maybe you know, Christine maybe, you know the 
answer, did I hear correctly, did you say before that there are approximately 40,000 service 
members that would be eligible or are in search of this kind of service?  Did I get that number 
correctly before?   
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
Yes, that's actually a public statistic in regards to disabled veterans that are coming back.  On our 
list alone we have over 300 applicants waiting, but the number is -- that's an actual number, of men 
and women that are coming back like Chris, that just need our support, need our help in one way or 
another.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
And how long in general does the application process take?   
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
How long did it take you?   
 
MR. JONES: 
For me, sir, it took about -- 
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MS. MC DONALD: 
Six months? 
 
MR. JONES: 
Five -- it was about five-and-a-half months.   
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
I've have seen it take anywhere from -- as quickly as three months to as long as a year.  And that 
is usually a combination of circumstances for the person as well as the needs and the wants.  
Sometimes there -- our applicants are asking for a specific breed of dog, type of dog, size of dog.  
So that creates a little extra complication on top of the actual -- what the dog can do.  So the less 
picky they are, the faster usually the process can take.   
 
I do want to also take a moment to offer the opportunity to set up a tour where I want to invite all 
of you to come to the Foundation.  So moving forward, maybe after -- the holidays are around the 
corner, I would ask you to please contact me and we can set up a tour and move forward with this 
more and more and help you along with making us aware of what we do.  But I want to thank you 
so much for having us here today.  And, yes, Chris will be used.  And we do use many of our 
VetDogs teams actually that can and want to help us.  So, thank you, again.   

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Legislator Anker had a question.  

 
LEG. ANKER: 
Again, I want to thank you for coming here today both of you.  It's just been so enriching to see 
that there is hope and that's what you do, you know, your organization.  And also, you know, 
Christine, and Chris, that's what you do for others who feel they have no hope.  You know, I'm from 
a military family.  My dad was in the Navy.  He's a disabled vet.  And my uncle also is a disabled 
vet.  He was in the Marines.  So even, you know, physically and mentally, you know, there's  a lot 
of men and women coming back with, you know, mental issues that pets help.  We know that.  
We've seen documented proof, research.  So I look forward to taking a tour of your organization.   
 
And, you know, Chris, you said Jackson -- right, Jackson -- makes you feel safe and comfortable.  
Well, that's what you have provided for us, you being part of the service allows us to feel safe and 
comfortable.  So I just want to thank you for your dedication to your country, to our country.  And, 
you know, if there is anything we can do as your County Legislators, please let us us know.  You 
know, I'm taking notes here.  Again, I have quite a large vet population in my district.  And I know 
there's -- first thing there's LI -- Long Island Builders Care Association, they help build homes for 
veterans.  There's just so many places out there and organizations that are looking to help.  And 
I'm hoping that in some way that we can all help each other.  So, again, thank you for coming here 
today.   
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
Thank you. 

 
MR. JONES: 
We thank you for having us.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Christine, thank you so much for being with us today.  Chris, thank you for all you've done and 
what you're going to continue to do for so many.  Thank you for your service and thanks so much 
for being with us today.  Director?   
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MR. JONES: 
Thank you. 
 
MS. MC DONALD: 
Thank you. 

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
And, Chris, on behalf of Suffolk County, all of our citizens and veterans, welcome home.   

 
MR. JONES: 
Thank you.  

 
DIRECTOR RONAYNE: 
Welcome home, brother.  I think now you can appreciate why I did most of my business before 
Chris and Christine came up to speak.  How do you follow that?   
 
So, again, that largely summarizes what has been going on since our last session.  Obviously we 
have other issues at hand.  I know I had forwarded an e-mail with some additional statistics and 
some financials to Legislator Stern, to Chairman Stern, since our last session relative to the 
operations of the Veterans Service Agency and the impact that we have not only on the wives and 
quality of life of the veterans here in Suffolk County, but the economy and the County as a whole.  
And, again, as the year winds down, I hope that you all will be able to evaluate those statistics and 
the information that I have forwarded.  I hope that some help will be forthcoming.  You know, we 
all, I think, agree that the need is there.  Obviously we have technical issues that impact our ability 
to do that easily.  But going forward, I hope that we can resolve the issues at hand and moving 
forward preserve the level of services that we provide here in Suffolk County.   
 
And just for the sake of saying it, I am hopeful that I will be here at your next session.  If I am, I 
look forward to seeing you all.  If I am not, I thank you all.  It has been my great privilege to have 
worked with you in my capacity within the County's Veteran Service Agency.  Again, I would hope 
that that continues.  But if it does not, it has been my privilege to work with you.  I thank you all 
for the great work that you have done on behalf of our veterans and I know that you will continue to 
do.  And whether I remain with the County or not, I am always available and at your service.  
Thank you.  

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Director, thank you.  

 
Holly, welcome.  

 
DIRECTOR RHODES-TEAGUE: 
I think it's good afternoon now.  I just wanted to mention the capital project that you'll be voting 
out of committee today.  It's a program for the nutrition vehicles.  It's doing replacement vehicles.  
As many of you know, over the course of the last 15 years or so, 18 years, we have done vehicles 
for the nutrition programs.  It is to support the programs.  You cannot really run a nutrition 
program without vehicles to bring people to the site or to deliver home-delivered meals to those in 
the community.   
 
The project that we have in front of us this year is for four vehicles,  three vehicles will be replaced 
with 14 passenger transit buses.  And those are the center aisle ones.  They're the most 
comfortable for the elderly to get into and to maneuver around in.  And then one vehicle would be a 
small vehicle just to do home-delivered meals.   
 
So that is the project in front of you.  I hope that you will support it.  The -- we don't expand our 
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program.  The vehicles that are in the fleet, I believe, there's about 60 or 62 vehicles.  I can't 
remember the exact number at this point, but we don't expand it past that number.  It's just we 
replace vehicles as they get older.  And they come back to us on a decommission and then we 
purchase another vehicle for the program and we rotate what programs get the vehicles each year.    
So that's the one thing.   
 
The other thing is just for your information, on the HEAP Program, we have processed -- we've 
received about 4800 applications in the office since September.  The program opened in November.  
We get the early mail outs that are done by the state.  And I believe we have processed about 80 
percent of those applications that have come in so far.  But, again, tell the people to get them in as 
quickly as possible.   

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Any idea, Holly, at this point how that compares to last year?  

 
DIRECTOR RHODES-TEAGUE: 
We're probably running about the same number.  Last year I think all told we did about 6800 
applications for the whole heating season so we're about two-third's of the way through.  And 
that's -- you know, a large number of those applications go on that early mail-out at the end of 
August, beginning of September from the State.  So we get those in first.  And so now what you're 
getting in is other people who have not been on the program before or forgot their applications, or 
whatever.  But it's a busy season.  Home heating fuel is just very expensive.  You know, so people 
really need this benefit.  And the benefit's been reduced this year by the State.  Last year, I think, 
it was 700.  I think it's 500 this year.  It's much -- it's less that they're going to get as a benefit.  
So we -- but we know the need's there.  And it was listed in Newsday this past weekend so I believe 
our phones are a little busier today again.  Anybody have any questions for me?   

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Just to recap, it's four vehicles, three are for transport and one is for the purpose of home-delivered 
meals? 
 
DIRECTOR RHODES-TEAGUE: 
Home-delivered meals.  I hope everybody has a nice holiday season.    

 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Thank you.  You, too.   
 
                                INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTION 
 
Okay.  We'll go to the agenda.  We have one introductory resolution before us today.  It is 
IR-2134: Appropriating funds in connection with the purchase and replacement of a 
nutrition vehicle for the Office for the Aging (CP 1749) (Pres. Officer)  We just heard all 
about it.  So I'll make a motion to approve, second by Legislator Anker.  All in favor?  Any 
opposed?  Any abstention?  IR 2134 is approved.  Okay.  (VOTE:  5-0-0-1.  PO LINDSAY 
INCLUDED IN THE VOTE.  LEG. VILORIA-FISHER ABSENT)   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Motion to adjourn.  
 
CHAIRMAN STERN: 
Motion to adjourn by Legislator Romaine.  I'll second.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Any 
abstention?  We are adjourned.  Thank you very much. 
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                      THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 12:13 PM 
                      {}   DENOTES SPELLED PHONETICALLY 


