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VETERANS AND SENIORS COMMITTEE
OF THE
SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE

Minutes

A regular meeting of the Veterans and Seniors Committee of the Suffolk
County Legislature was held at the William H. Rogers Legislature Building,
Veterans Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York, on Thursday, March
14, 2002, at 10:30 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Legislator William Lindsay, Chairman
Legislator Martin Haley

Legislator Cameron Alden

Legislator Lynne Nowick

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Sean Clancy, Budget Review Office

Terry Pearsall, Legislative Aide to Legislator Lindsay
Frank Tassone, Legislative Aide to Legislator Crecca

Ed Hogan, Legislative Aide to Legislator Nowick

Tom Donovan, Legislative Aide to Presiding Officer Tonna
Art Lozeau, Veterans Service Agency

Holly Rhodes-Teague, Office for the Aging

Nicole DeAngelo, IR/County Executive’s Office

Paul Saurer, American Legion

NOT PRESENT:
Legislator Andrew Crecca

Minutes Taken By:
Kimberly Castiglione, Legislative Secretary

(The meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m.)

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
We are going to start the Veterans and Seniors Committee and Legislator
Haley will lead us in the Pledge.

(Salutation)

I would like the record to reflect that Legislator Crecca called. He is
stuck. He is in transit and he will be here in a little while. We have one
speaker, Paul Saurer. Could you please come forward? You can sit at the
table there and make yourself comfortable.

MR. SAURER:

| worked briefly with Art Lozeau in the dedication of the World War 11
Memorial. | am here representing the American Legion. | would like to
talk briefly about the dedication ceremony and press coverage. | wrote
out my thoughts, I thought it would be easier.

I come before you today to appeal for your help in correcting a lapse by
Newsday in reporting in some meaningful way the dedication of Suffolk
County’s World War Il Memorial in early November of last year. This was
the sum total of Newsday’s reporting, and it showed three County
Legislators shaking hands with a disabled war veteran. What the hell that
had to do with the World War Il Memorial is beyond me. But this got us
started.
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The Veterans of World War 11, by many the greatest generation of the 20th
century, certainly deserve much better than this kind of reporting. The
memorial cost Suffolk County taxpayers more than $200,000 in design
and construction. The design, as you well know, is unigue, unlike any
other memorial monument that | have been privy to. It is a structure in
history of World War Il. It alone should have created more of an interest
in feature coverage by one of New York’s leading newspapers.

Equally important is the fact that the memorial was dedicated to more
than 400 veterans from Suffolk County who lost their lives in this conflict.
Their names have been recorded on a companion plaque to this
monument and are posted in the Dennison Building. 1 might add that Sag
Harbor Post 388 in Sag Harbor of the Peconics, | was told to say that by
Fred Thiele, the — let me retain my thought here -- was prepared by Sag
Harbor American Legion Post for material provided to us by ex-
Congressman — | forget his name right now. And from materials supplied
by the War Department. We posted it, we prepared it in a large plaque.
This is more of a — you have probably seen it in the building, but this is
what it looked like from a smaller version.

I can only hope that the national monument to World War Il currently
being built in Washington, D.C., will get more of a press reception than
was evident for the Suffolk County Memorial.

I and Art Lozeau were in touch with Newsday following the dedication.

The only reference to this by their newsroom, and we spoke to several
people in the newsroom, was that they frequently get requests for this
type of dedication and can’t cover them all. This is not one of the many, it
is the only monument dedicated by Suffolk County. Memorial Day is only
months ahead, and maybe we could convince somebody in Newsday to
consider a feature article on this monument and Suffolk County’s
casualties in World War 11.

We have got to get beyond the newsroom. | was kind of hoping if I came
here today and made a plea that somehow or other we could get in touch
with somebody in the editorial staff or somebody more responsible than
just a newsroom. That is my effort today.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

Just to comment on what you said. | agree with you. 1 think the World
War Il monument over here is one of the most impressive monuments |
have ever seen, and | think | have been to every monument in
Washington, D.C. | am very, very impressed with this. | had my father-in-
law over here, who was a World War Il Vet, a wounded vet and he — |
mean, it brought tears to his eyes to really see it. And | agree with you.
You know, | think the coverage of it was beyond poor. 1 think it was really
horrible.

But the monument isn’t going away, so let’s try again, if it be Memorial
Day — maybe we have to plan an event there on Memorial Day or on D-
Day or some significant historical day and that’s something maybe the
veterans organizations can kick around. Maybe Memorial Day we honor all
of our dead veterans, but maybe D-Day would be more appropriate
because it is a World War Il historical day. But whichever the day is, let’'s
design some kind of a media event around the monument on that day and
maybe we could all get behind it and jump on the media and see if we can
do a better job with it.

MR. SAURER:
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It is hard to believe that they haven’'t done anything, and the very thing
they decided to do for us was this.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
And the monument isn’t about County Legislators, it is about the people
that lost their lives fighting for our country.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

I have a couple of comments to go along with that. It is not even a new
problem. My mom was President of the Suffolk County American Legion
Auxiliary for two years in a row, and they did many, many great things
and couldn’t get any recognition. My dad was in the Suffolk County — he
served as the Gold Star Chairman, | think it was for two years, and he
also served with Al Becker, he was a Commander’s Aide for New York
State. They did great things and they don’t get the recognition, especially
with some of the things that they did with veterans that are disabled and
in the hospital over in Northport. The volunteer hours, | think my mother
had like 10 or 20,000 hours of volunteerism, but they don’t get the
publicity.

Unfortunately we can’t force them to do that, but what we can do is we
can pick up on what the Chairman said and we can schedule some type of
an event and if we all pool our resources — and in my office | have
somebody that was actually in the media for a while, he was a radio
personality, so if we all get together maybe we can schedule some kind of
an event and let the Legislators stand back and let the veterans stand in
the forefront.

Just to explain what happened there | think is just, when asked — and |
think the picture you have is with Joey Caracappa and with the former
Chairman of the Vets Committee, right, Mike D’Andre was in there?

MR. SAURER:
Yes.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

Because that came out of — | think Joey Caracappa and his mother were
two people in the forefront to actually put the funding together and put
the project together, | think that is why Newsday had asked them to just
come up and take a picture. But you are right, that is not what it is
about. It is about the memorial itself.

MR. SAURER:

I do think a newspaper has, with a circulation of that kind, has some
obligation to report on major events within a community. They shouldn’t
have to be prodded.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

Unfortunately, they go their own way. What we see as something that is
very important, they don’t see it as newsworthy. They want to look at
somebody that is like a drug addict getting beat to death or holding
hostages or something like that, and that is what they report. To just give
those kind of examples to our youth instead of people that actually went
and served, and unfortunately on that plaque there is some names of
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people that paid the ultimate sacrifice. But instead of putting forward that
type of image for our youth, Newsday — sensationalism, that is really what
they have got to do.

MR. SAURER:
I was toying with getting in touch with The New York Times, they publish a
Sunday supplement called Long Island, and see whether or not they would
be interested.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Do you want to talk, Legislator Haley?

LEGISLATOR HALEY:

Yes. | think it is — is it John Rather from the New York Times? Look up
John Rather at the New York Times. He works in the Long Island section.
Perhaps he can do something for you.

MR. SAURER:
Is he on the Island or in New York?

LEGISLATOR HALEY:
Frank will get you a phone number for him before you go. Thanks, Frank.
He has somebody else that could help you out, too. Will you help him with
that, Frank? Thanks.

I am trying to understand what we think the goal is. 1 will tell you what |
think the goal is. Out in Rocky Point school right after 9-11 they had a
patriotic day, and the school superintendent sitting next to me said that
had been the first time he had seen such nationalism since World War 11.
To me, it was a nice feeling to sense the nationalism, but it was also sad
that it took an event such as 9-11 to bring that back to the forefront. |
often think that — when | got up and spoke one of the things | mentioned
was we have got to be able to educate our children about the events of
not only World War I, World War 11, the Korean War, we don’t want that to
be forgotten, and it includes other conflicts, because | think we lost a
whole generation that has any sense of feeling of what it is about and
what is important. But in order to get that message across sometimes it
is not just with some expectation that Newsday is going to do something
for you. The unfortunate part of it is, is that it typically can be found in
newspapers, they are not inclined to be nationalistic, if that is the proper
expression.

But | think what works in Rocky Point, as an example, is that we have in a
lot of instances, whether it is the Legion, the VFW, we have veterans
groups that participate with things with kids in local community activities
so there is a continuum of contact. And in that continuum of contact is
communications and education telling kids what it is all about. Rocky
Point happens to be a pretty patriotic type of school. There are
administrators that are patriotic. The veterans participate. Saturday
night we are going to have the Marine Corps Band playing at the high
school. The local veterans organization, their building is used by
everybody — the scouts, the civics. Everybody gets to use it, and | think
that that from a local level, of a community based level, guys like you
reaching out and making sure that they are educated | think is important
because we really can’t forget what it is all about.

I still don’t think it sunk in to some people about what happened on 9-11
and thinking about the numbers of people that we lost, which is more than
we lost at Pearl Harbor. Nobody grasps it. Maybe because it isn’t like
Pearl Harbor where there is actual military planes coming to bomb you
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and fight you.

So, education is real important. For us to try to take it up to this level and
to try to accomplish that might be, you know, just one effort, but I think
the other efforts have to be from the local groups in your particular
communities and in reaching out and making sure that the kids in the
schools, and I am sure they would work it out, you could get into the
schools and tell them about what is going on — especially while we still
have WWII veterans around.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Art, do you want to add your thoughts to this subject?

MR. LOZEAU:

I am Art Lozeau, the Director of the Veterans Service Agency. | just want
to add to Mr. Saurer’s comments is that we were sitting in anticipation of
coverage of Newsday and it didn’t come either, and we had spoken about
it. 1 want to make sure that you understand that the Director of Public
Relations, Tim Ryan, and myself, fully publicized it to get it to Newsday
that this was occurring. Tim Ryan is very upset that they didn’t cover it
more. Channel 12 had live coverage from the lobby of the Dennison
Building and of the ceremony, | recall. If not, | know it was film
coverage. What I just want to make sure is that we give out the publicity
information to Newsday as to others, and Newsday for some reason opted
not to cover it other than for what you said. | just want to make that fact
known.

With regard to other ceremonies, | just want to point out that we do have
two ceremonies coming up in June. It is either the first or the eighth, date
not fixed yet, is the Annual Salute to Women Veterans that we run. Then
the last Tuesday of June, | am not sure of the date, is the Annual Salute
to the Korean War Veterans.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
If you could stay there, Art. Did Legislator Nowick have a comment?

LEGISLATOR NOWICK:

Just as an aside | wanted to tell you that in Kings Park we have a heritage
museum, and in that museum a part of it is dedicated to videotaping the
memoirs of World War Il Veterans. So, that might be a nice thing you
might like to see. But when we talk about coverage and maybe having
something there, | see it as a nice spring day rather than a cold day, to
get the media out, get everybody out, and it would be wonderful to see
two pages in Newsday like they cover so many other events. That would
be beautiful. 1 don’t know if we could help, but certainly we are going to

try.

MR. SAURER:
Has any effort been made to do an overhead shot of the monument? It is
a hard one to photograph from ground level.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
You can get a bucket truck.

MR. HOGAN:

Have one of the police helicopters do it when they are training, save some
money.
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CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

That’s a good idea. What do you think, though, both of you fellows, about
planning another event? And the only reason why | said maybe D-Day
would be a better day than Memorial Day is because D-Day is a day that
we — that and December 7th are two days that we connect directly with
World War 11.

MR. SAURER:
Another event takes a little planning. June 6th is a little close.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

| agree with Legislator Nowick, you know, on a nice warm day in early
June we are liable to get more people out. There is no doubt about it that
it would have to take some planning, and | think we would have to do it as
a coordinated effort between you, Art, the different veterans groups, the
Legislature. | mean, if it would help, | am sure we could pass some kind
of resolution for the rededication of the monument or special emphasis on
the monument this year or something like that. But | don’t think we want
to do anything — anything that we want to do would be in conjunction with
the veterans organizations on what their wishes are.

MR. SAURER:

We do have a Suffolk County Legion Organization, but that is pretty bare
bones. But | am sure they would be interested in helping as | would. |
don’t know if I am hoisting extra work on Art.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
What do you think, Art? Is there somebody that you could take this back
before to get an overall consensus from the veterans groups?

MR. LOZEAU:

I could get a letter out to all the veterans groups and ask them if they
want to run the ceremony or we could just pass it up through the County
Executive’s Office to decide whether we’ll have a ceremony or not.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

Because something that was brought out before is a real factor. Our
World War Il vets are disappearing at an accelerated rate. In a few years
you are not going to have any of these people around, and it is like |
would rather pay homage to somebody while they are alive than after they
are dead.

MR. LOZEAU:

We as the agency and the County Executive would cosponsor anything
that a veterans group would want to do. We do that with the Salute to
Women Veterans, we do it with the Korean War Veterans. This would be
the same thing.

With regard to rededicating the ceremony, the monument, | am not so
sure you’d want to do that. | would think we would just have a salute to
World War 1l Veterans.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

You have a whole bunch of other days, Art. | don’t remember off the top
of my head, but the day even that Japan surrendered on the Missouri,
right? What day was that?

MR. LOZEAU:
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That was September 17th, | believe, is when the Japanese Empire
acknowledged surrender and —

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
And we traditionally use that as like the end of World War 11, right?

MR. LOZEAU:
The official end of World War 11 was the signing on September 2nd at
Tokyo Bay on the U.S.S. Missouri.

MR. SAURER:
V-J Day, | think, is synonymous with the August date.

MR. LOZEAU:
I just don’t have the date in my mind.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:

My point is, there is a number of days in there that would, you know,
serve the purpose, too, of organizing an event around something like that,
that would be specific to World War I1.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
And the only reason that | thought about a specific date, connecting it to a
specific date, might help in the media coverage.

MR. SAURER:
Does Nassau County have any comparable kind of veterans
administration?

MR. LOZEAU:
There is an agency just like ours in Nassau County.

MR. SAURER:
This is such a unique monument. | would think Nassau County would be
interested in joining us in rededicating if that is possible.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Legislator Nowick.

LEGISLATOR NOWICK:

Now that you brought that up, is there any other memorial like this in
Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, any of the areas? Is this the only memorial
in this size, this magnitude?

MR. SAURER:
You have to go a long way to see anything like this.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
But Nassau has over in Eisenhower Park they have got that — there is a
memorial that they constructed up in there, fountains and —

MR. LOZEAU:
They have memorials. | don’t know the specific names of the monuments
or memorials.

LEGISLATOR NOWICK:
I wonder if they ever got any coverage over there. This is beautiful.

MR. SAURER:
Well, 1 have taken up enough of your time already. Thank you for
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listening. | hope we can do something.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

Well, rather than just leave it at that, you know, maybe, Art, you could
communicate with all the veterans groups. Maybe we could get some
input over the next month and when we meet next month maybe we can
rehash it again. | don’t know if — I mean, next month is April. Certainly
more time would be better than a shorter period of time, but | don’t think
it is an impossible thing to do as far as to create some kind of service at
the World War Il Memorial again, whether it be D-Day or D-J Day.
Memorial Day, the only reason why | shied away from that a little bit,
because it is a salute to all veterans. | would rather have something
specific to World War Il vets and | didn’t want it to get lost among all the
other memorial services around the Island. | would like it to be unique.
Maybe we can get the County photographer and get a bucket truck or
something to take a shot of it down.

MR. SAURER:
That is the only way you really capture it.

MR. LOZEAU:

There is one overhead shot that was taken by DPW, and | can give you a
copy of that and | can send you copies of it. The problem — and it was
taken with a lift. The problem is the definition of the lines, and obviously
the plaques are not legible. You would have to have an enlargement
because it is so tiny in getting the full diameter of it, which is 20 feet, at a
high — you lose perspective of it. But | can send you the copies that |
have that DPW made.

MR. SAURER:
Maybe you could make copies of the plaques at ground level and then add
them to an overhead of the globe.

MR. LOZEAU:

In the meantime | know | will discuss this with some of the veterans
groups in my district and see what they think about it and see if we can
start generating some support for it.

MR. SAURER:

| tell you, my experience is it is kind of hard to prod the legion groups. So
many of them closed doors already. There aren’t enough members.
Those that come out, come out for a cup of coffee. They have just aged.
Anything we can do to give it a try, because to me this is the greatest
educational monument or memorial that | have seen. | mean, | see kids
in school buses coming in to see it, maybe the legion helping them explain
what it is, but it is just a great educational —

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

And you just touched on something there, too, is if it was done, again, on
D Day, maybe we can send out invitations to a lot of the schools. We
could combine it as an educational program for a lot of our youth. And
the shame of the monument is that we spent this money on this beautiful
monument, but if it isn’t publicized and people don’t know it is there,
nobody will take advantage of what it has to offer. Thank you very much
for coming.
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MR. SAURER:
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

Do we have anybody else that would like to address the committee?
Seeing none, we have one resolution to consider, 1243. What is your
pleasure? It is a war dog memorial.

1243-02 Amending the 2002 Capital Program and
Budget and appropriating Funds for the purpose of
construction of a War Dog Memorial at the H. Lee Dennison
Building.

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
I don’t have a copy in front of me, but if somebody did have a copy and
they could just explain to me the particulars on it.

LEGISLATOR HALEY:

I have it. Purchase of a war dog memorial where it says, “Whereas an
additional $50,000 is required.” Apparently the Operating Budget does
not include sufficient funding for the construction of a memorial
commemorating the contributions made by war dogs. “Whereas an
additional $50,000 is required to construct such a memorial.” Apparently
he is looking to get it out of the purchase of installation and new microfilm
processor. Apparently I guess that is out of the County Clerk’s Office. So
I would assume Freddy did his homework and found the money to do
that. | would imagine there is a capital program to do it. | was unaware
there is a capital program to do a war dog memorial. Does anybody
know?

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
In what year? What year does that go back to, the war dog memorial
capital fund?

MR. CLANCY:
I spoke with someone over in the Executive’s Office regarding this. This is
a new appropriation. This is totally new.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

So it isn’t funded.

MR. CLANCY:

No, not entirely. It is going to take money out of an apparent existing
capital program and use it for the construction.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Is there any wish on the committee to move this legislation?

LEGISALTOR ALDEN:
Mr. Chairman, | think we have to wait and at least talk to Ed Romaine,
who is the County Clerk, if this is affecting part of his budget.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Motion to table. Do | have a second?

LEGISLATOR ALDEN:
Second.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
All in favor? (Vote: 4/0/0/1 Not Present: Legislator Crecca)
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We have nothing else on the agenda, so we stand adjourned. | take back
the adjournment. There is an article here, “Service Officers Advise Scams
Target Veterans for Identity Theft.” | am reading this for the first time
myself. | apologize about that. Art, do you want to address this? Are
you aware of this?

MR. LOZEAU:

| just got it this morning when | arrived here. It is saying that apparently
in some counties information is getting out from the County, all the
DD214’s. The DD214 is the discharge from active duty. And upon that
DD214 is the social security number. Of course, our County, as counties
across the nation, have a place where you can register your discharge
papers so that if it is ever lost you can retrieve it. And what has happened
apparently is some counties, in this particular instance, a lawyer had a
laptop with several thousand military names which have DD214 social
security numbers, and was using that for identity theft.

I don’t know what the New York State overseas veterans paper is. That is
the first time | have seen it. It is quoting someone out of the Transition
Center under the U.S. Total Army Personnel Command, which is
headquarters in Washington, and that is the one that discharges people.
Apparently that command is advising people not to register them in the
county offices because of this potential problem. We have not run across
this problem. | haven't.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:

Well, it raises two questions. First of all, you answered the first one, have
we experienced this problem in Suffolk County. The second problem is
that if veterans take the advice of this article and don’t register, what kind
of affects does that have?

MR. LOZEAU:

Well, just as they don’t have a permanent place in the County where it is
registered, they can always get the discharge paper from the National
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri, by sending for it. Mind
you, anybody can send for it also if they have the proper documents and
try to get someone else’s discharge paper. But nonetheless, the affect is
that it would not be registered in the county. Registering in the County
simply means is that it is safeguarded and if there is any lawsuit of the
discharge paper then they can always get it. That is the immediate affect
on the individual. If somebody safeguards their important documents in a
safe deposit box or other secure container, well, they are safeguarded.
There is no immediate impact on the County. The County Clerk’s Office is
the one who registers them for Suffolk County.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
But there is an effect on the veteran in that they listen to the advice here,
they don’t have any backup —

MR. LOZEAU:
The affect on the veteran is they don’t have it safeguarded as a County
registered document, that is correct.

CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Could we impose on you to contact this publication to see if they know if
there is any problems in Suffolk County?

MR. LOZEAU:
Sure. | would be glad to do that.
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CHAIRMAN LINDSAY:
Does anybody else have any other questions on this? Thanks, Art. Again,
I will take a motion to adjourn. We stand adjourned.

(The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.)
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