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Board of Trustees 
 

Minutes 
 
A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of 
Trustees was held in the Planetarium Lobby, Centerport, New York, on 
May 21, 2014. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Ron Beattie – President 
Gretchen Oldrin Mones - 2nd Vice President 
Betsy Cambria – Treasurer 
Kevin Peterman – Secretary 
Duncan Armstrong - Trustee 
Stephen F. Melore – Trustee 
Jack DeMasi - Trustee 
Anthony Guarnischelli - Trustee 
William Rogers - Trustee 
Dr. Steven Gittelman - Trustee 
Michelle Gegwich - Trustee 
Lance Reinheimer - Executive Director 
Ann Marie Pastore – Stenographer 
 
Absent:  
Joseph Dujmic – 1st Vice President 
Thomas Glascock - Trustee 
Michael Mule - Trustee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

(Mr. Ron Beattie called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you for coming to the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees.  We’d like to start with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

{SALUTE TO THE FLAG} 
 

Would anybody like to address the Board?  Very good. 
 
Is there anyone who would like to make a motion to approve the 
previous meeting minutes? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Motion. 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  They are approved.  (Vote 8/0/0/7  Not 
Present:  Dr. Gittelman, Mr. Rogers & Ms. Gegwich.  Absent:  
Mr. Mule, Mr. Dujmic & Mr. Glascock.  One vacancy.) 
 
Committee Reports, Finance and Treasurer’s Report. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
You all have this small eight and a half by eleven piece of paper, which 
are the “Actuals” for March 2014.  Even though we are in May, this is 
the most recent one that we have.   
 
You will note that “Membership” is up.  Lance tells me that’s due to the 
library renewals in which they had to pay slightly more than they had 
done in the past. That accounts for that increase.   
 
“Admissions” are up substantially from February because we’re just 
very successful. 
 
The “Site Use” has a large increase, and that has to do with the fact 
that a lot of functions have taken place here.  We also have 
commitments with deposits to take place over the course of the next 
couple months.  
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We have had meetings from pharmacists. We have had Chamber of 
Commerce meetings. We are hosting the Huntington Lawyers Club, I 
believe, tomorrow night. We’ve become a popular venue and charge a 
site-use fee.  
 
(Dr. Gittelman & Mr. Rogers entered the meeting at 7:10 p.m.) 

 
On the “Expenses,” you’ll note that there is a pretty large increase 
under the category of “Professional.”  That has to do with the 
expenses incurred in refurbishing the Stoll Wing.  But they come from 
a different account. I think Lance will explain further when he does his 
report. 
 
They have to be reflected on this, but they don’t come from the 
Operating Budget of the “Actuals” for the museum. 
 
“Utilities” are up because National Grid stinks.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Is that on the record? 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
Tell us how you really feel Betsy. 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 

MS. CAMBRIA: 
I think we’re all experiencing these outrageous increases in our 
utilities. So they are reflected in the expenses at the Planetarium, as 
well. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s just another description of natural gas, I guess. 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 

MS. CAMBRIA: 
On the other hand, I do have to say, though, that they have helped us 
with our science bus.  I’m not sure one is offsetting the other, but at 
least we’re getting something positive from this. 
 
That’s actually the explanation for most of the expense increases. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good, Betsy. Thank you.  Any questions for Betsy?   
Hello, Steve and Bill. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Hello. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Are there any questions for Betsy? Thank you.   
 
Now to Education and Exhibits, Gretchen. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
May has been very busy and attendance is good in all areas, and that 
includes planetarium, museum education programs, the science bus 
and mansion tours.    
 
In April there were 753 mansion tours compared to last year’s 671. 
 
Living History is set to begin the end of this month.  Pat Keefe 
prepared an article about Living History for release to Newsday in early 
May.  New photos of the cast were taken. 
 
Newsday will also be visiting in May to do a feature on Sean Murtha, 
as well.  Sean completed the diorama background for the small 
antelope diorama.  He is working now to complete the other antelope 
diorama.   
 
Stephanie received by mail an original document signed by Harold 
Vanderbilt regarding the charter of his yacht in London in 1939. 
 
The North Shore Promotional Alliance visited on April 23, and 
Stephanie did a house and exhibits tour.  She did the same for a 
special group tour from Baltimore. 
 
In the planetarium, Lorraine’s contest to rename a program is ending 
this month.  A new show titled “Earth, Moon and Sun” will premiere 
this summer.  It is described as a great show that teaches in a fun 
way.  “Earth, Moon and Sun” can be used for schools and for public 
audiences.   
 
Lorraine and Dave are looking at ways to increase school attendance 
during slow periods. One possibility is to offer discounts for Pre-K and 
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Kindergarten groups.  The slow periods are due to the massive testing 
that goes on now in middle schools and high schools. 
 
Lorraine volunteered her time and expertise to give another behind-
the-scenes tour on May 9 to the winners of a fundraiser auction for a 
local church group.   
 
Beth reports that the camp brochures have been labeled. There will be 
workshops and opportunities to tour the science bus.  Tom and Roger, 
and, as needed, Sally will be available to staff the science bus.   
 
Recently I was able to meet the educators, Tom and Rogers, and see 
the science bus in action at Wyandanch High School thanks to the 
National Grid funding grant.  Students and teachers who participate in 
the program were wowed by Tom and Roger’s presentation.   
 
I heard all good feedback from the principal and from the classroom 
teachers who were all impressed with the program and with Tom and 
Roger’s professional, fun and effective presentation.  Their energy, 
their expertise and their enthusiasm will help grow this unique 
outreach program. 
 
Dave reports that the Electroacoustic Journey Event was different and 
interesting. The people who attended it loved it.  The composers want 
to do another event.  This one was a lot of work to put together but 
much was learned that will help to coordinate and produce future 
events that will use different forms of media. 
 
There is going to be an Astrophotography exhibit soon in the lobby.  
Already over ten artists have contributed.  It’s funded by money from 
the gravity well, which was donated by ASLI.  Thanks to Dave for 
putting this all together, and thanks to ASLI whose generosity made it 
happen.  I think we all look forward to seeing the exhibit in the lobby. 
 
That is the end of the Education and Exhibits Report.  Does anyone 
have questions? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Great job, Gretchen, as always. Thank you. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Thank you. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Let’s go to Development Report.  One of the things that I know Mike 
Mule and I have been talking about – and Mike sends his regrets. He 
will probably not make it here today.  We were talking about the Board 
doing at least once a quarter an event.  One of the things he and I 
were talking about was a golf outing to benefit the Vanderbilt. We 
have a lot of great country clubs around here that we can use and 
then have the reception back here.   
 
I asked Mike, and he hasn’t come back to me to chair a committee, so 
we’ll see if anybody else would like to.  I’m a golfer, so I’m in. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Can you call it something like “Swing like a Vanderbilt” or “Live like a 
Vanderbilt?”  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That sounds great.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Last year when we had that meeting with the neighbors, one of those 
neighbors proposed something like that.  We definitely need to include 
that neighbor.  Do you remember that? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I don’t remember exactly which neighbor it was. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
He’s a neighbor.  He’s on the Board at the Y.  He said the Y does it and 
they do very well.  He said we should do something like that. Maybe 
we should put a committee together. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, absolutely.   
 
The other one is the Vanderbilt Cup Marathon that we spoke about two 
years ago. Last year I had a meeting scheduled with the County.  It 
was scheduled for the day after the Boston bombings, so I cancelled 
the meeting last year.   
 
I think we’re ready to – Boston got back on their feet.  I think we’re 
ready to do it.  It will be an October race.  It’s not going to be this 
October.  That’s not enough time to put a marathon together, but I’ve 
started working with the County to see if we can get that going.   
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I don’t know if we had any plans for the Clam Bake yet. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, we do. I was going to address that. It’s scheduled for July 19, 
which is about the same time we’ve had it every year.  We try to keep 
it around the same week. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
So that would be four quarters of events that we would have for next 
year, and actually this year, too.  I’d like to leave it open to everybody 
for one other event for a quarter for the Board to put on a special 
event for fundraising. Does anybody have any ideas? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I have a suggestion. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
We’re starting to frame out an Octoberfest before the tent goes down. 
We have a tentative date for October 11. I have already contacted a 
DJ. Joan in the office has made some contacts with special dancers 
and things like that.  It’s something we’re looking into.   
 
I find by October the staff is pretty worn out from the busy season in 
terms of all the special events that we have. We do the Holiday Dinner 
in December. We do the Valentine’s Dinner in February.  We do the 
Easter Bunny Breakfast in March or April, depending on when Easter 
falls each year.  We also do the Clam Bake in the summer. 
 
We’re trying to do things, like you said, throughout the calendar year.  
That was something that we were looking to do. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
Just a note on that Clam Bake, Lance.  Let them know that July is the 
worst time to eat a lobster, and tell them to watch the soft shells.  Just 
let them know what we know that we’re talking about. We want hard 
shells only.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
We have used Northport Caterers for the two previous years. I think 
we made that known last year. 
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MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
There were quite a few soft shells thrown in there last year. 
 

(Ms. Gegwich entered the meeting at 7:20 p.m.) 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
There were? 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
You have to let them know we only want hard shells.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Okay. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’d say that maybe Tony should head that committee. He’s the most 
knowledgeable one here. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
I would be glad to help.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Hello, Michele.  Welcome. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Sorry I’m late. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
If you guys have any other ideas for another quarter – that actually 
would, in terms of breaking it out into quarters, if that one was also in 
October, that sounds like more of a special event not for the Trustees, 
an Octoberfest. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I just threw it out there.  If you do in the follow year the marathon, 
we’ll see how the Octoberfest does and we can make a decision on 
that next year accordingly. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, great. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I’d like to say that talking about the planned Octoberfest, and the 
Clam Bake wouldn’t be successful without the work of the Trustees.   
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It kind of puzzles me because we fill up the Holiday Dinner, the 
Valentine’s Dinner with over 100 people.  We turn people down, and 
we’re charging the same amount, $100 a person.  Why it’s such a 
push to get 100 people to the Clam Bake when the weather is 
beautiful and the grounds look great, I don’t know.   
 
Without your support, the Clam Bake would not run. It’s critical that 
we do that. I have a feeling that the Octoberfest may be the same 
situation. I’m looking at the pricing to see if we can bring the 
Octoberfest down a little bit below $100 to maybe $75 or $85.  I think 
that would help with the lower price.  We have to look at the pricing 
and see.  It doesn’t make sense to run an event and lose money or 
break even.  What’s the point? 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
Maybe the Clam Bake would be more successful with good clam 
chowder. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I think one of our Trustees specializes in that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, Betsy. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Is the purpose of these to make money or to have a function? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Fundraiser. 
 
MR. CAMBRIA: 
I don’t think we make a lot of money. Do we? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
We’ve made in the neighborhood of somewhere around $8,000 on the 
Clam Bake, some where around there. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
That has to do with the raffles, right? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, one year we focused on memberships and the raffles. Yes, it’s a 
combination. We don’t make as much money as we should on a gala 
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or something like that, but we’re not losing money.  So $8,000 – it’s a 
lot of work, but we are making some money. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I’m wondering if we would get more people if we charged less. I have 
no grief about that. I’m just wondering.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I think it’s something to look at, lowering the price. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The Clam Bake is not that far away.  We have to start planning for that 
right now.  Maybe the goal would be, in terms of the pricing, maybe if 
we did an entire table at $750 or some kind of discounted rate, we can 
sell entire tables.  That might be something that we look at this year. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
Just one other thing I think we should think about is a very high-end 
event, like a $500 ticket event. I do think there’s a group who aren’t 
going to come to the Clam Bake but would love a Black Tie Event in 
the courtyard with some really high end wines and some high end 
food.   
 
I think that’s a very compelling day. It would be a very nice event and 
unique.  You cannot do that event – I mean, the setting couldn’t be 
more perfect.   
 
Honestly, I do think rather than just looking to go lower, which is 
great, but in terms of fundraising, you might want to think about a 
higher end event – a very nice high end event. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Great. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
I’ll think about that more and come back to you with some ideas. 
Every time I walk up here and see how beautiful it is – I don’t think it 
would be difficult to sell, to be honest with you. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Usually when you do something like that, you usually have someone 
you honor.  I would think if you’re going to charge that kind of money 
– I mean, the college just had our annual gala. We had this year of 
labor where we honored three labor leaders.  We raised a significant 
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amount of money.  The price was $300, but we honored someone.  So 
I think if we’re going to do something like that, we might want to think 
about honoring someone. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Great. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
We need that event. A successful golf outing can raise $100,000.  A 
good gala can raise in excess of that. We need that type of event.  
Those are fun. You can get a lot of people.  It’s one of those events 
where you want people to know it’s that time of year and to take 
advantage of that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks, Steve.  Anybody else?   
 
Planning/Strategic Plan, anything with the reaccreditation, Steve? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
No. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We haven’t had a meeting with Community Relations recently.   
 
Operations, Buildings and Grounds. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Some good news. The Guides’ Room, the roof leak is being assessed 
and repaired by DPW.  The Archives roof leak has been repaired.  
Obviously, we’ll see the next rainstorm if it’s been successful or not, 
but I’m sure it is. 
 
Some of the other problems still exist, but the good news is we’re 
making a lot of progress. We’re getting help from DPW, which is great. 
Lance, thank you for that liaison work with them. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Any questions for Kevin? 
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Technology, I don’t think we have anything new. Have we had any 
feedback on the website? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I’m not sure at the last meeting if I brought this up, but during the last  
school break right around Easter, we were able to go on the website 
and see how many views there were per page.  It’s interesting 
because the week before school closings or school vacations, we had 
somewhere around 1,400 views a day. Wednesday and Thursday of 
the school vacation we had up to 5,800 and 6,200 views.  
 
Of course, that did translate to attendance. This school break – usually 
we do better in February than we do in the Spring Break.  We did 
about $21,000 in admissions for the week, which is $1,000 more than 
we did in February, and we’re closed on Easter Sunday.  So it’s one 
less day.   
 
It could be weather. It could be a number of things. I think our 
website is getting out there. We’re starting to link it to Facebook, 
Twitter, and other social media that helps promote the museum.   
 
The website also now translates to mobile devices. I think it translates 
to more people.  I really do. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
And the metrics tools that they have on there, have they been helpful? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, they’re watching key words. Each month we get a report on our 
key words and how they rank with other key words.  Obviously, the 
planetarium, Vanderbilt, things like that, we’re number one.  Things to 
do with children and other more general things, we’re up there on 
those.  So they are looking at that.   
 
We get a monthly report.  Pat and I had a conference call with the 
website people last month and went over it.  They are watching how 
we’re ranking with other – well, they’re comparing us to the Cradle of 
Aviation to see where we rank in certain key words with them. We are 
holding our own. 
 
They are a little bit higher overall, but we’re not far behind.  If I recall, 
they’re fourth and we were sixth on some of these searches. We’re 
right there. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Time will tell.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, we’re going in the right direction.  I think it’s translating to more 
people.  It’s user friendly, which helps a lot. It’s easy to understand 
the planetarium schedule. You can actually now tell when we have 
planetarium shows and what time they are.  You can click on them and 
it links to the trailer. It’s a lot easier for people to know when we are 
open and when we aren’t. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I don’t know if you’re aware, but on the Suffolk County Legislature’s 
Homepage we have a presence there.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I did see that.  I think they change it to whatever special event is 
coming up.  That’s great. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I have a quick question. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Michelle. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
One of the main things I always hear community wise is that folks who 
are members aren’t getting our communications. I think I always bring 
up if there was some way to link our membership with our constant 
contacts.  
 
I know that people can sign up for the updates on the website, but is 
there some way to see if the new system is able to sync our – as soon 
as people become members with – because they’re not getting our 
blasts. They’re not getting anything that we’re sending them. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
They should.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
They’re not. 



14 
 

MR. REINHEIMER: 
The sign up on the website was new last month. Then we’ve got – I 
wish I could remember some of the names on some of these social 
media things – constant contact and there’s another email blast, and 
the name escapes, but we just started it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Something Monkey.  I don’t remember the exact name.  Chunky 
Monkey. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, Mail Chimp.  Not ice cream. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I’ll tell you the feedback I got was one of my friends who joined hadn’t 
been here for the year but felt that she was going to join as being part 
of the community, got nothing from us, but got a renewal letter by 
mail because her year had run out.  So she’s getting mail that we want 
her to be a member, but she didn’t get any notification of any events 
we were doing here. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The best to your knowledge, did she give us her email address 
because that shouldn’t be. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Exactly, and that’s what I told her.  I told her to take the extra step 
and go on the website, blah, blah, blah.  But there seems like there 
needs to be easier way to sync the two. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
There sounds like there’s a disconnect between ALTRU, the web and 
the information that we collect on the web. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Well, as people fill out those cards or sign up, those emails should be 
given to Pat to put on constant contact.  Where the disconnect is, I 
don’t know. We want to be able to communicate with emails.  
 
As you know, all of you should be getting Pat’s letters where anytime 
he sends out a press release, he retools that into a member’s letter. 
We’re cranking out a lot of stuff.  
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For somebody not to get it is upsetting, to say the least, because 
they’re friends of ours. They want to support us.  We should be 
communicating with them so that they can take advantage of their 
membership. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’ll work with Pat. Is Elizabeth still with us? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes.  She’s here in spirit. She’s on maternity leave, but she is coming 
and working with Joan on memberships and helping her process the 
memberships. We should be able to go into our membership files, 
download those emails, which we can, and then put them in constant 
contact and cull out so we don’t have duplicates.  That can be done. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think that’s where the disconnect is because everything should be in 
ALTRU because we can do those campaigns in ALTRU and it just gets 
dumped out into constant contact. That’s the way it should be working.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Right or Mail Monkey. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Or Mail Chimp. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, Mail Chimp.  I’m showing my age.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We all are.  Very good.  Executive Director’s Report. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Thank you.  A couple of things, the Stoll Wing, that Betsy mentioned 
on the Treasurer’s Report, how the finances work and the budget and 
how you account for the funds, when the Speer Family Foundation 
donated $100,000 to the museum, which was two years ago, that was 
recognized as revenue when we received it. 
 
As we spend those funds – and that revenue shows on our financials 
as a fund balance in the financials.  We’re drawing down that fund 
balance and expensing it on our operating budget, so it shows up as a 
regular expense, but it’s drawing down a fund balance on a restricted 
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or an account that’s for a specific use.  That’s how the Stoll Wing 
works.   
 
Following up on Gretchen’s report for the schools and education, I 
went through today to see – the Traveling Classroom is starting to get 
off the ground.  It’s actually airborne now.   
 
This past month it went to Wyandanch, which Gretchen mentioned in 
her report, Uniondale, Brentwood and Bellmore.  Plus they also went 
to an evening Literacy Extravaganza Program at Brentwood East 
Middle School. That was an evening program between 7:00 and 9:00 
p.m.  Brentwood is ecstatic over this program.  It’s scheduled to go 
back to Brentwood this month also.   
 
In addition to that, the bus is going to Northport Schools, Glen Cove, 
and we’re even going into Brooklyn to Williamsburg for four days.   
 
Word is getting out. I think next year as the schools start to talk and 
this program gets more publicity, as well as, as Gretchen said, these 
great educators, this is really going to take off. 
 
I went to Brentwood with them and watched and observed them in 
action with the children on the Traveling Classroom and in the 
classroom. They tailored this program to really fit the needs of the 
children and to keep them engaged.  These kids aren’t silent when 
they are being taught. It’s active learning.   
 
It’s so exciting to see this work. Wherever they go, they get 
tremendous feedback.  This program is going to really mushroom out 
next year.  I think it’s the perfect compliment for the planetarium. It 
works nicely for us. 
 
We’re starting to take advantage of the grant from National Grid.  It’s 
the National Grid Foundation, which is a separate entity from National 
Grid, our utility provider. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
Are we using a lot of diesel fuel? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
No, we use gasoline. 
 
MR. GURANISCHELLI: 
Oh, it’s gas?  Okay. 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, it’s a small Ford chassis, but it’s gasoline.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
On the mobile classroom, do we have a video on the website for that? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, great. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Okay, picking up on the Capital Program, I provided for you the 
excerpt from Budget Review’s Review of the Capital Program as it 
pertains to the Vanderbilt Museum. 
 
In general, they were very supportive of the projects that we have.  
The County Executive was supportive, too.  We asked for $825,000 in 
2015.  The County Executive recommended $375,000.   
 
What did he not include?  We asked for $200,000 for planning for the 
permitting for the seaplane hangar and to get that going.  We also 
added for construction to stabilize that building of $3 million in 2016.  
The County Executive included $3.1 million in subsequent years.  
That’s a plan. It shows it’s on the radar.  I would have preferred it to 
be further up in the plan, but that’s where it is.    
 
In 2015 we requested $90,000 for the Star Light Café here in the 
planetarium.  That was not included, but I think Ron has other ideas 
and other funding sources for that. I will let Ron address that later. 
 
We also asked for $100,000 for wiring historic structures.  We received 
$50,000 in 2015. 
 
We also asked for planning for the seawall to get the permits and to 
start the construction for that. We asked for $250,000 in 2016. These 
are numbers I received from Public Works. The County Executive 
included all $285,000 in subsequent years. He keeps it on the radar.   
 
With all that being said, Budget Review had recommended the funding 
for planning for the seaplane hangar and recommended the funding for 
the seawall also in 2015, but the Legislature is still deliberating on 
that.   



18 
 

I also provided you with, as your request, a power point presentation 
for the Legislature. I ran it by Kevin Peterman to review it, also.  I 
tried to impress upon the Legislature the theme that there’s a lot of 
tough decisions and finances are difficult for the County, as it is for 
any municipality.  
 
What the people see for their tax dollars and why people stay on Long 
Island is quality of life, it’s education, it’s the opportunity to learn, the 
opportunity for their children, it’s museums, it’s activities.   
 
As important as the other areas of concern for the County, public 
safety, roads, bridges, they should also understand the value of quality 
of life and the value that this museum provides to the public and for 
the education of our children.   
 
That’s how we’re trying to address the needs of the museum and try to 
have some dollars spent here.  This really reviews what we requested 
and what the County Executive gave.  The important thing is 2015, 
when we talk about the Capital Program because every year we go 
back and revisit subsequent years the following years.   
 
But really 2015 is what counts, in the Capital Program, as far as the 
budget goes.   
 
They kept the $400,000 requested for waterproofing.  I hope the 
Legislature has the wisdom to see that that’s important to keep in the 
Capital Program, and that they don’t amend it and reduce that. I don’t 
think they will.  I’m not too optimistic about the funding or the 
planning of the seaplane hangar and the boathouse, getting that into 
2015.  I did make the appeal to them. 
 
It’s a lot for you to take in.  Do you have any questions on the Capital 
Program? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Kevin. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
For the record, I just want to point out that I really feel Lance did a 
great job with the power point presentation. I know, having been 
before the Legislature many times, going with something concise with 
some visuals really helps.  I think Lance did a great job on that. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, and I especially liked the picture of the seaplane hangar April 
2014 versus circa 1980’s.  If that doesn’t tell the story, I don’t know 
what does.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s not getting better.  There used to be a ramp you could actually 
drive up the beach at one side of the ramp and down the other side, 
so you could actually go along the beach.  That part of the ramp is 
gone.   
 
It’s a safety issue, too, because as it breaks apart, it’s a safety issue 
for boaters.  It’s an attractive nuisance for young people in the area, 
and also the building itself is an attractive nuisance. Our best hope is 
that nothing serious happens.  It’s also a public safety issue.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good. Are you finished? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Well, I covered the Clam Bake and special events.  We have a lot 
going on this summer.  Just a couple things that we’re starting that I 
wanted to talk about.   
 
At the end of June, actually it’s June 26, we’re going to have Thursday 
Night Dances in the tent. We’re doing a lot more promoting. I think 
the website will help us.  We’re also taking a small ad in Rhythm 
Express, which is a newsletter for people that are interested in 
dancing. I think that’s going to help us.  
 
We’re having the Clam Bake.  Alex Torres is August 1.  Gretchen 
mentioned that the Living History Tours are starting.  
 
We do have a Music Festival on June 8.  I have arranged with the town 
and have gotten confirmation today that we have the overflow parking 
permission for the beach. We have it for that festival on the eighth, 
and we also have it for September 7 for the Grateful Dead Festival.   
 
We also have it for August 14, which is the Northport – I think I had 
mentioned it in the previous meeting that the Northport Rotary is 
having their wine tasting expo here.  That’s really exciting. They’ve 
had it here in the past.  I talked to them for two years, and they’ve 
been kicking it around.  
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This year they decided to come here. We’re going to do it on this side. 
We’re doing it here at the planetarium.  We’re setting it up in the Rose 
Garden. We’re also setting up in the back parking lot with tents and 
use the planetarium as a bridge.  We will have a program going on an 
ongoing basis so people can see and experience the planetarium.  So it 
really showcases the planetarium. It’s using more different pieces of 
property than we normally use.  
 
We are also seeing more birthday parties here.  The renovations that 
were done for the back classroom and the front classroom by our staff, 
Peter Newman and his crew, are really paying off for the birthday 
parties.   
 
Again, as word gets out, I think we’ll have parties every week there. 
There are times we run two parties at the same time.  That shows up 
in the site use that Betsy talked about.   
 
There are a lot of positive things going on, a lot of work going on with 
Public Works on the waterproofing. They’re here – they’re starting the 
facades.  They started the scanning. They took the net off the clock 
tower for a brief time while they scanned the clock tower.  They’re 
going to put the netting back on after they’re done.  
 
That’s the first step to start to work on restoring the facades. So that’s 
going on right now.  They will probably be here for a while doing the 
scanning. 
 
We have a lot going on.  Most of the raccoons have been removed 
from the boathouse.  We’re up to around nine. They’re still monitoring 
to see if there’s any activity. They haven’t completely sealed it up. 
They are still looking. They put on what they call soft barriers to see if 
there’s any activity.  But they haven’t said for certain that we’ve 
gotten all the raccoons out of there. It’s been going on for months.  
We talked about it at the last meeting. 
 
They have closed up some of the points of entry.  But as of today, 
they’re still monitoring that facility.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Lance, can you give the date for the Clam Bake one more time, 
please? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, it’s July 19. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
What time? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Thank you. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
And I’ll have tickets to you before the next meeting. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
And the goal would be if every Board Member could sell a table of ten. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
And last year we did well. We had probably 125 last year. Without the 
support of the Board it wouldn’t be a success. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Does it make financial sense to do a table for $750?  Do you want to 
look into that? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I think if it results in more people, it’s a good way to do it.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
What’s our goal for the night?  How many people?  What’s our goal? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I would say 150 or 160.  The tent holds 264. We have a dance floor 
and you have people eating. You have the tables set up for the food.  
Two hundred people in there is tight. You want people to enjoy 
themselves.  I would say 150 to 175 people is good.  Ten at the table, 
that’s 17 tables. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Are we doing baskets again? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That’s up to the Board. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think we should. I’m doing the golf thing. 
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MS. GEGWICH: 
If that’s an unreasonable request – how many of us are there?  
Fifteen?  Do we want to – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
There are 14 of us. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
So do we want to pool our resources and do nine baskets or eight 
baskets?  I’m not getting a warm reception for this. It seems like it’s 
an easy way for us to generate some revenue.  But if not everyone 
likes making them, you can partner up with someone who likes to. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I think it’s a good idea. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I mean – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I made one and you won it. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes, but not everyone made a basket. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Which I think is okay. If we have enough to make a table look full, I 
think that’s okay.   
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
I think it worked out very well last year. I also won one, and I made 
one.  It was lovely. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I hope we can all be responsible for a basket again this year.  Okay, 
great.  
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Lance, this is the way I operate in my head, so the 19th is the event.  
The 16th would be our meeting.  Is that enough time for us to bring 
them to our July meeting, or would you rather them in June? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The baskets?  You can bring them the day of the event, if you want. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Any other questions for Lance? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I have one more thing. I know Steve wants to address the Board 
authorizing the publication of Steve’s book in conjunction with his 
daughter, Emily.  The third author is – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Andrew Wells, Emily’s past boyfriend.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We don’t want to go on record with that story. 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
She’s now engaged. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
So we just received it this week.  We have it here, and I’m sure Steve 
would like to address that. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I’m busting at the seams.  I just want to read the acknowledgments 
because I don’t want to miss anybody.   
 
“We are the lucky ones. Rarely are authors trusted with such richness 
of primary sources.  Years ago, Robert Bronner, the son of Bob 
Bronner, approached the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum with box 
after box of his father’s writings and photographs. We all knew the 
importance of putting them into an accessible form.” 
 
“We received two diaries, hundreds of pages of letters, as well as 
hundreds of fine negatives.  Mr. Bronner was also generous with his 
time spending hours with the principle investigator describing his 
father in great detail. All illustrations have been generously provided 
by the Bronner Family, except a few cases, as indicated.”  
 
“Others assisted us in our work.  Elaine Trimarchi read the early drafts 
and encouraged us to complete the work.  She liked it.  Gretchen 
Oldrin Mones, a Trustee on the Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees, 
provided detailed editing.  Pat Keefe, Director of Public Relations at the 
Museum, provided precise and energetic editing of final draft. Maria 
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Grudzinski and Nancy DePaolo provided much needed clerical support; 
compiling, scanning and preparing the many photographs, preparing 
indexes, assisting in researching and checking the final proof. We 
thank Katie Cullen for assisting with the index and illustrations and 
Anthony Ferguson for assisting with illustrations.” 
 
“We thank the Board of Trustees of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt 
Museum for resolving that this volume should be written and 
supporting our efforts throughout the process.” 
 
“We are also grateful to Dr. William and Molly Rogers for providing the 
financial support required to publish the work through funding from 
the Rogers Fund.” 
 
“The book is dedicated to William and Molly Rogers for their generous 
support of this work and of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum and 
to the Robert Bronner family for their trust in sharing their father’s 
legacy with us.” 
 
It’s important that we contribute something to the intellectual legacy 
of William K. Vanderbilt.  I can’t think of a better way than writing a 
book about Willie.  
 
So this is Willie in his yacht and Robert Bronner scared to death in his 
yacht with Willie.  Robert goes ahead and has the bunk with the 
taxidermist and lives in fear that one morning he won’t wake up.  
 
We have copies for each of you.  This was a joy to do. It was 
absolutely stupendous.   
 
If I could keep from crying, I will read to you one other page.  That 
page is, “Sundays at the museum with Emily. I would be John the 
Gardener, and she would be the sea plane pilot’s daughter or Rose 
Marie Warburton, Mr. Vanderbilt’s stepdaughter.  We would stay in 
character from the moment we piled into our 1931 Model Ford until we 
left the museum. It was all about a dad and his daughter.  Perfect 
summer days.”  
 
I thank you for that wonderful privilege of spending Sundays with my 
wonderful daughter. I stuffed the picture in here so that you could all 
see it.   
 
This is just a joy. This is absolutely spectacular.  It’s written so that 
people could meet Willie. That’s the idea.  It’s meeting Willie through 
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the eyes of a 21 year old kid who works at a gas station and goes to 
Universal Studios to become a photographer and then makes the 
mistake of saying, “Sure,” when somebody taps him on the shoulder 
and says, “Would you like to go around the world with a Vanderbilt?” 
 
His compatriot goes with him and eventually gets an Oscar – not for 
this, though.   
 
Gretchen, without your encouragement, I probably would have quit 
because I’m getting tired of writing, and this is my fourth book.  This 
one was probably the most fun and the easiest.   
 
It comes at no expense to the museum because of Bill, who hasn’t 
probably heard a word of this. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I heard it all. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Okay, you heard it all.  Now it can be sold at 100 percent profit by the 
museum. 
 

{APPALUSE} 
 

I think we’re going to be printing 500 copies.  I think we can sell it in 
the – most of my books go – well, some of them now are being 
auctioned off, which is really stupid. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Really? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes, for like $80 a piece.  A lot of people want to read.  I don’t think 
we printed enough of them on the first run.  We only printed two 
books and then the third one gets in demand. 
 
That’s the story.  I just want you to enjoy it.  If you find typos, don’t 
tell me. I don’t want to know.  I have already found two. I’m not 
reading anymore.  We have them here.  Enjoy them if you read them.  
Tell me what you think of it.  That’s it. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Steve, I think you and Emily should be very proud because you’ve 
written other books about Willie K., but this one is from a unique 
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perspective.  As you pointed out, you really get to know Willie through 
this book through the eyes of another person. It was very well done.  
You and Emily and that other guy. 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
One question, Steve. How did they allow a 1931 Ford into the area? 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Well, you know how it is. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Thank you, Steve, and thank you, Bill. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
Yes, thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
And, Steve, your dedication to getting that Willie story out there is just 
unparalleled.  And certainly if you look at the William and Molly Rogers 
signs all over the place and the book, Bill’s dedication here is 
unbelievable.   
 
If everybody didn’t get a chance to read every single one of Dr. 
Gittelman’s books, I would recommend them because they’re great. 
They really are.   
 
Myself, as Trustees, one of the first things I did was read – I forget 
which one it was – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
“Willie K. Vanderbilt.” 
 
 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
For me as a Trustee, it’s just so educational in terms of what our 
mission is here and knowing that story. 
 
We know the planetarium. We know the mobile classroom and all the 
science things we do, but the science things we do are all based on 
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Willie’s thirst for knowledge and science in his own life. He had the 
resources to do it.   
 
Hopefully we’re bringing that to other kids in Suffolk County. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I don’t want to forget Lance. Lance is not in the acknowledgements, 
only because I made a stupid error. Lance was wonderful. He dealt 
with the publisher. He met with the printer. He bid it out.  He oversaw 
the entire printing process.  He’s the one that brought it home.  I’m 
buying copies for myself, and that’s a privilege for me, too.  Thank you 
very much. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks, again, Steve. 
 
Very good.  President’s Report.  I don’t have much to report, other 
than I am working with the Legislature to try to get the “Under the 
Stars Café” money from the endowment so we can get that started.  
 
The only other thing that I wanted to mention here today that I just 
learned about yesterday is that congratulations are in order for Mr. 
Reinheimer. I understand he just got married. She’s a great gal.  She 
probably has stooped to a new low – 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 

You know I’m only kidding. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
She’s still happy after a week or so.  I will say on the record, and I’ve 
said it privately to many people that I started going out with Maria 
shortly after I started working here.  She loves the museum.  Steve 
knows how that is. It just gets in your blood and in your family’s 
blood.  She is a tremendous supporter of me and my work here and 
understands my work here and that it’s 24/7. I couldn’t do this job 
without her.  I couldn’t say no to her.  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Congratulations. 
 

{APPLAUSE} 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
Thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
And I’m sure the 24/7 thing probably had a lot to do with you not 
having the wedding here. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I didn’t want to get married at work. 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, you didn’t want to work your own wedding.   
 
With that, can I ask for any old business that anyone would like to 
discuss?  New business?  Can I have a motion to adjourn? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Motion. 
 
MR. DEMASI: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We stand adjourned.  (Vote 11/0/0/4  Absent:  Mr. Mule, Mr. 
Dujmic & Mr. Glascock.  One vacancy.) 
 

(Mr. Beattie adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.) 
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