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(Mr. Ron Beattie called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
I’d like to call the April meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt 
Museum to order. We’ll start with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

{SALUTE TO THE FLAG} 
 

Thank you all for coming.  We do not have a quorum yet, but we’re going to 
start the meeting for time purposes.  Does anybody have a public address for 
the Board? I don’t see anyone out there in the audience, so we will skip 
through that.   
 
We will skip through the previous meeting minutes because we don’t have a 
quorum to vote on them. 
 
We will now go to committee reports, Finance and Treasurer’s Report. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I need a microphone please. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Here you go. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
You all have this legal sized sheet for the actual for February. Lance informs 
me that under “Membership” we have fifty-eight, ninety-five, which was 
interesting to me.  I didn’t realize that libraries pay to get those library 
passes that they give out to the public. So that’s a form of revenue.  It’s a 
win/win because lots of people use those.  It’s $500 per library. 
 
Under the “Endowment” we have income of $60,000, which the last time that 
we took a disbursement was last September. We needed to take the $60,000 
because the planetarium hadn’t been open prior to that. So we needed it for 
Operating revenue.  This report is prior to the opening of the planetarium.   
 
“Site Use” is sixty-nine, sixty four.  That reflects deposits for weddings and 
also site use for photographers and other presentations. 
 
The “General” figure, which was fifty-nine, twenty-five, reflects the rent 
which we collect every month for the property across the street. That’s the 
end of the report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good. Thank you, Betsy.  Does anybody have any questions for Betsy? 
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Education and Exhibits, Gretchen isn’t here, so I think we’re going to have to 
impose on Jack to do that report.   
 
Also, I also should put on record that Joe Dujmic is not here because he is 
sick today, so he has an excused absence.  Gretchen is out of town.  With 
that, I know Jack has a copy of the Education and Exhibits Report. 
 
MR. DEMASI: 
In which case, I will be pleased to read it.  I have lots of good news to report 
from the Education and Exhibits Committee.  The meeting was held April 11. 
As expected the planetarium continues to be a hit with many shows selling 
out.  On weekends and during the spring break week, Lance added shows to 
accommodate the demand.   
 
Lorraine and Dave have started doing live lectures with school and public 
groups and are training console operators to augment the half hour shows 
with ten minute talks.  There’s tremendous interest in how the star projector 
works and talk before the show would enhance the whole presentation.  
 
Dave continues to work on education and public programs, and by mid 
summer we’ll have the full dome video star program operational.  He 
continues to plan for new lobby exhibits.  Right now he is working on an 
exhibit of astro photography and space art.   
 
Summer education workshop information has been distributed to local 
schools.  Six workshops for pre-schoolers and six sessions of the week-long 
workshop “Sail the Seas with Mr. V” are being offered.   
 
The brochure for visiting camps is expected to be mailed by May 1, although 
several camps have already made reservations for the summer.   
 
Beth attended a museum education meeting at the Cold Spring Harbor 
Whaling Museum on April 5 and will attend another in May.   
 
Educators will attend International Museum Day at the Middle Country 
Library on May 16 and the Wildlife Fair at Sweetbriar Nature Center on June 
8.  A traveling touch box will be brought to both events and the educator 
does a hands-on presentation of preserved marine life. 
 
Grant funding for expenses for the staffing and the operation of the traveling 
science bus has recently come through, allowing for an August kick-off with 
the schools’ start in the fall.  There are plans for the bus to be on exhibit at 
International Museum Day, which would be tremendous exposure.   
 
In the mansion, there were an amazing amount of tours in March.  There 
were seven hundred and fifteen compared to four hundred and fifty-six in 
March of 2012.  Now that the planetarium is open, all programs and exhibits 
are benefitting. 
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The Elsener Company returned on April 4 to reinstall parts in the pipe organ, 
which were taken back to their shop for repair. They will return this week to 
complete the tuning. 
 
The pair of chairs from the breakfast hallway have been reupholstered and 
replaced.   
 
Stephanie visited Claudia Dowling’s studio on March 29 to select samples for 
the new carpeting in the mansion.  Claudia is ordering larger pieces of the 
samples and will visit the mansion so they can make a final selection. 
 
Stephanie, Lance and Dave took part in the filming of a short promotional 
video for the museum on March 18. It will be featured on the website.  
 
There’s a unique opportunity for us to increase the collections by acquiring 
some pieces from the Consuela’s estate to be auctioned by Doyle’s Auction 
House April 23.   
 
Finally, Lorraine’s initiative to involve teachers and students in the renaming 
of popular planetarium programs has been enthusiastically received.  A 
sample of the response so far is a poster and a letter from Mrs. Yanez’s 1st 
grade class from Ann MacArthur Primary School in Locust Valley.   
 
I have a letter and a poster for you to look at.  I will pass that around. 
 
And that’s the end of the report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you, Jack.  Does anybody have any questions for Jack?   
 
MR. DEMASI: 
Very good because I don’t really have any answers.  
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, there was no Development/Executive Board Committee or Planning or 
Community Relations Committee.   
 
Just to interrupt a little bit in terms of the conference call technology that we 
discussed in the last meeting, we are going to – we have some information 
on some of that, so we can have those committee meetings on a more 
regular basis.  But there are still a couple of other technologies that we want 
to take a look at before we decide on that. 
 
Okay, we’ll go to Buildings and Grounds. 
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MR. PETERMAN: 
Certainly.  Let me start off with the good news again.  Thanks to Suffolk 
County DPW, the Marine Museum roof work is complete.  The Stoll Wing roof 
work is complete, as well.  So, again, we really want to thank – I just wanted 
to ask if we ever sent that letter to the Commissioner?  I was just wondering. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We are about to. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Okay, thank you.  Good, because I think they deserve that for the 
planetarium work they helped us with and – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I will read the letter on the record later on. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Okay, thank you.  Of course, we still have problems with water leaking.  In 
the archives it’s still leaking on the desks and the computers. In the guide’s 
room the ceiling still has the leak.  Of course, the Northport Porch and the 
Habitat still have leakage, as well as the Windsor Bedroom. I think it’s 
continually getting worse.  That’s a big problem.  I don’t know how we’re 
going to deal with that or if we know where that leak is coming from, but it 
just seems that every month it seems to be getting worse.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Aside from the roof, there is a porch above the outer part of that bedroom, 
but the area that’s really having problems is not where the roof is.  It’s the 
wall itself. It’s leaching through that wall.   
 
In the period of a year and a half, that has gone from totally fixed and 
restored to crumbling again.  It may be a problem with drainage in the 
leaders and gutters, but it’s mostly leaking through the wall there. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Okay.  That’s the end of the Buildings and Grounds Report, but at the last 
meeting, I volunteered to look into a possible audio system for us to 
purchase. I probably need a little bit more information.  The reason for that 
is you can go from different extremes. You could go from a one-hand held 
microphone and pass it around, but I don’t think that would work for us here.  
 
It’s obvious the equipment is very old, and we need to upgrade. We are still 
using audio tapes. I deal with students that want to know what an audio tape 
is.  True story.  Everything is digital. We should be able to put these on a 
little card. You can get a broadcast quality hand-held digital recorder for 
$300 or $400.  That’s one solution. 
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But the next part is, how many microphones do we want?  That adds up.  
There are systems that are totally designed for Board meetings. In fact, at 
the college we have one.  It’s got a nice goose neck.  The individual can turn 
the volume up and down. The person that has the Chairperson’s mike can 
deal with everyone.  It’s a system that has ten mikes that are daisy chained.  
It’s a nice little system. I actually have kind of a picture of what I’m talking 
about. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Do you mean, the Chairman can cut someone’s mike off? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I love that system. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
The individual mike has a little volume and an on/off button. In other words, 
when the button is red, it’s live. Then you would hit the button and it’s off. 
Then the individual can control the volume.  It has a little PA system. All you 
would need on top of that would be to have a digital recorder.  
 
The problem is we are talking probably $3,000. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Ouch. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Well, that’s why I wasn’t going to go too much further without having some 
parameters.  At some point, I need some direction because, like I said, you 
can go with a little digital recorder, but that’s not going to deal with all your 
mikes. Most of these mikes and cables are old. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I believe that Terry Pearsall also indicated that he might be able to help us, I 
guess, with the funding on this.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I saw Terry today, and Budget Review is going to check into that.  They 
weren’t able to do that this past month. The capital program is now out. One 
of the people is on vacation for an extended period, so they hadn’t been able 
to get any information back yet to Terry. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
We certainly have been dealing with this system for a while. Another month 
or two is not going to hurt. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Exactly, although, it might hurt Lorraine and Ann Marie, but we’ll do our best 
to work on this and fix things up. 
 
Is that it, Kevin? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Any questions for Kevin?  Thanks.   
 
Human Resources I will hold off on because we did have a conference call on 
Human Resources. A lot of things were discussed, and I’d like Tom to report 
on that.  He told me he was going to be late.  I was hoping he would be here 
by now. 
 
The Executive Director’s Report, Lance. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Thank you. I will pick up where Kevin left off with the capital program.  
Today the Parks Committee passed out the $100,000 resolution to do water 
intrusion, specially for the mansion. So that passed out of committee.  That 
will be considered at the General Meeting on Tuesday at the Legislature. 
 
It’s critical we have this money to assess and work on immediate problems in 
the mansion area.  This dovetailed with our budget request for $700,000 for 
water intrusion in next year’s capital program.   
 
That project, along with the many other projects in the County, were cut. 
The proposed program has $100,000 for us rather than the $700,000 that 
we requested.  That’s all that’s in the 2014 capital program for the museum, 
$100,000. 
 
This is a proposed program. There are committee meetings. We will have a 
chance to air our concerns before the Legislature about how important it is to 
preserve 100 year old buildings, history and to mitigate water problems 
before they become bigger problems.   
 
The good news is the $100,000 is out of committee.  The bad news is that 
we have very little money next year to address these problems.  We do have 
a chance to talk to the Legislature on this. 
 

(Ms. Michelle Gegwich entered the meeting at 7:25 p.m.) 
 
This past month has been an excellent month. As we all know, the 
planetarium opened on March 15.  This past month we had ninety-five 
hundred visitors.  That included the school break, so we had planetarium 
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shows open during the week.  We had several thousand visitors that week.  
We have brought in over $100,000 to the museum.   
 
I included this report for you. This is straight out of our ALTRU report 
program.  It’s not a custom report.  It’s part of the ALTRU system, but it 
shows you on the second page $107,000 in revenue coming in.  This does 
not reflect the whole museum.  It doesn’t reflect some of our group deposits 
and some of our weddings and such.  But it gives you an idea of the grounds. 
 
The other part, so that you understand the numbers you’re looking at, that 
top number where it says 4,691, those are transactions.  Those are not 
visitors. 
 
We had 9,500 visitors, but 4,691 transactions.  Admissions, $75,000 for this 
past month.  Group sales, mostly this reflects our education program.  I’m 
happy to report that we have had excellent response by schools. They are 
coming in.  They’re making reservations now for the remainder of the school 
year.  A lot of smiling faces come out of those programs.  I had the pleasure 
of sitting in one of the programs, a first grade program.  It held my 
attention.   
 
Lorraine is excellent because she includes audience participation.  She asks a 
lot of questions.  I’m embarrassed to say that some of these kids knew 
answers that I didn’t know.  She really holds their attention.   
 
To take a group of 100 first graders and hold their attention for an hour and 
have them actively participate in learning it’s just a wonderful program to 
watch. This is active learning. It’s not passive.  When these kids come out, 
they actually know more than when they went in.  We should be really proud 
of our education programs.   
 
As part of that, we’re getting letters from various schools expressing how 
impressed they are with the staff and with the program.  I just wanted to 
provide this report for you. 
 
Related to staff and glowing reports, I included a letter that I just received 
today, an email, from special education teacher of Great Neck North High 
School praising one of our employees, Tim Roth. He’s a new employee.  He 
works in the store. He also works as an usher. He works during the week for 
school programs.  He paid so much attention to one special needs child who 
was afraid of the dark and afraid of the planetarium.  The teacher said in this 
letter that this little girl has been waiting three years to go to a planetarium 
show.  
 
The day of the show, she couldn’t get into the planetarium.  The dark scared 
her. Tim took her aside, worked with her and over a period of time, as 
described in this letter, eased her into the show, got her in, and she did see 
the second half of the show.  We should be real proud of our staff because 
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they paid attention to this child. They helped her overcome her fears.  This 
child was able to see a planetarium show where normally she wouldn’t be 
able to sit in the theater.  I will pass this letter out for you and to have on 
the record, because it’s a wonderful letter.   
 
Good news, too.  National Grid Foundation, we’ve been working with them 
for about nine months. We received a check for $13,000 for the traveling 
classroom. We applied for this grant for special needs schools with the plan 
to start the program this spring. I spoke to National Grid. We amended the 
grant so that it would start in the fall.  It will probably kick off in August. 
That gives us time to hire staff, develop a program and get out there. 
 
There is interest in this classroom program. We get calls on it all the time, 
and we’re not even promoting it at this point in time.  I know that once this 
gets off and running, this is going to be a tremendous addition to the 
museum.  It’s labor intensive. It’s management intense. It’s a difficult 
program to administer, but I think it helps us show the world that the 
museum and the Vanderbilt are here, we’re doing well, and we’re expanding 
our programs.  That coupled with the response we’ve had to the planetarium 
is just great. 
 
You have to visit our website. We’re still undergoing some major changes, 
but we have videos on there. We have trailers for the planetarium programs, 
so if you want to see a planetarium program and you are not sure which 
program to see with your child, we have trailers so that you can see the 
program description.  We’re doing a lot to promote the museum, promote the 
planetarium and to keep this momentum going.   
 
Part of that – I’m going to pass around a one-off sample prior to printing, 
and this is our summer camp brochure that we’ll be sending out. I picked 
that up today from the printer.  We will be sending that out to various people 
on mailing lists at camps and groups. 
 
One of the requests from the last meeting was to replace our road signs. I 
contacted the Commissioner of Public Works to ask if he could help us with 
the sign shop in Public Works, and he said it depends how much we’re asking 
for.   
 
During this past month, I went around and took an inventory of the signs 
that I know are out there. I will pass this around. I’m preparing to send to 
Public Works, it’s a description of the intersections or the roads that the signs 
are on with pictures of the signs. Then I’ll include an index so that you’ll have 
a listing and I’ll probably include a map so they can mark it.  It shows where 
our signs are. I will pass this around for you.   
 
I also sent out an electronic copy of the annual endowment report that’s 
done by Budget Review. If anyone wants a copy, I have copies here. 
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At the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting of the Legislature, PFM was 
there to make their annual presentation coinciding with this report.  We had 
an excellent return.  There was a 13 percent return.  The endowment is at 
the highest level – at the end of this report it was at $10 million. At the end 
of March it was at $10.35 million.  So it’s going in the right direction. There 
are concerns in the financial market for interest rates as interest rates go up.   
 
The investment objective of the endowment is 50/50.  It’s 50 percent in 
bonds/50 percent in equities.  There may be some discussion about giving 
the investment advisor a little bit more flexibility on deviated from the 50/50 
in order to respond to a changing market.  As interest rates go up, the bonds 
and the principal and premium on bonds is going to evaporate. They would 
sell the bonds when they see that, but then they wouldn’t be able to invest in 
anything else, as it stands now, if it’s a 50/50 investment objective. 
 
It’s a very good report.  The value of the fund is at the highest value since 
2007.  It’s not at an all-time high, which was about $17.5 million, but it’s 
going in the right direction. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Excuse me, but can I just point out that if you’re not aware in this document, 
Appendix A gives you the history of the Vanderbilt. I think it’s important for 
us to know, as Trustees, the history. So if you get bored with the financial 
stuff, look at the history.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The other part, distribution from the endowment, as Betsy had said, was 
$85,000 last year, which is the lowest distribution in years, too, for the 
museum.  We’re very careful about taking distributions from the endowment.   
 
In the Education Report, there was a little discussion about the Doyle auction 
that Stephanie went to or is planning on going to on the 23rd of April. She 
went in and previewed some of the objects that they are auctioning.  They 
also had an auction that she went to on Monday where it was jewelry and 
artifacts, gold cups, a gold tray that had a root in silver of one of his 
adventures took him.  That tray went for $100,000. I can’t remember what 
the gold cups went for, but it was a significant amount. There was jewelry.  
It was hard for Stephanie to sit there and see Vanderbilt artifacts be 
scattered across the world and that collection, of course, is lost for ever.   
 
We do have a chance for photo albums and personal pictures of the family 
that Consuelo had.  That auction is on the 23rd.  Stephanie had asked me 
about allowance and the possibility, in her professional judgment, to 
purchase some of these artifacts if the price is right.  
 
We do have funds from the sale of the Chrysler. I think it would be prudent 
for us to give her an allowance. It shows again that this museum is 
interested in taking advantage of a very rare chance to add to our 
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collections. I think it would help us, too, with the AAM to show that we are 
looking wherever we can to purchase or to acquire any artifact that is directly 
relevant to this museum.  
 
I’ll ask Ron to address those issues, but I think it would be nice to give her 
an allowance to be able to participate in that auction. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Absolutely, and it’s a shame – I’m curious in terms of some of the people 
that did purchase them, are they willing to loan some of these treasures back 
to us?  Or have we tried to – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The unfortunate part is that Stephanie said most of the bidding was by 
phone, so she has no idea who purchased these objects.  That’s when I said, 
worldwide. Those people were invisible. We have no idea who purchased 
them. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Who was selling them?  Who owned these artifacts to begin with? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
This was the estate of Consuelo Vanderbilt, the daughter of William K. 
Vanderbilt, II.  She passed away in 2011 at 107 years old.  These are only – 
as Stephanie and I discussed – possibly contacting the estate because these 
are only the objects that the auction house felt had market value.  There is a 
possibility if we can contact the executor of the estate to see if there are any 
Vanderbilt artifacts that they would be willing to either sell us or to give us.   
 
Photo albums – we feel that photo albums don’t have a wide market appeal 
and that she looked at the – she was able to preview them privately.  She 
said they were awesome.  If we can get a chance to get some of these 
things, it would be a great opportunity. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, let’s try to – certainly if we can get the estate to even just loan them to 
us and not be accessioned items – but does anybody have any feelings in 
terms or do you have an idea of what kind of allowance we want to give 
Stephanie to add to the collections? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I was thinking $5,000 for the photo albums.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, can we have a motion to authorize that? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
We don’t have a quorum. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s right.  
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I was just thinking, do you want to make it that restrictive?   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I don’t think we have a motion.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
But even if we’re discussing it – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I don’t know legally if we have to have a resolution to allow our curator in 
her professional judgment – and Stephanie is a tremendous professional with 
over ten years experience in this museum – to allow her at her discretion to 
professionally determine whether something should be purchased on own 
behalf.  She’s aware of our money constraints.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
The only thing I would say since we’re talking about money, I think we 
should have a quorum vote on that.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
But we don’t have a quorum.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I realize that.  But when you’re authorizing funds, I think we should have a 
legitimate vote. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
But that’s what the money is there for, isn’t it, from the sale of the car? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It’s for the collections, yes.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
So in theory it’s a good idea. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I totally support it, but I feel that we should, as a Board – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Fiduciary responsibility for us – 
 
MR. REIMHEIMER: 
Is there a way that you could poll the Board? 
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MR. PETERMAN: 
I don’t know if our bylaws allow that. I don’t know. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
But we don’t want to miss the opportunity. We have to figure something out. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Who can you call to get here? 
 
MR. MULE: 
There’s money for collections.  Doesn’t that implicitly mean that this money 
is fully authorized by the Board in approving the budget and that portion 
thereof? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think you can probably make that case. I agree with Kevin, though, in 
terms of it shouldn’t be a carte blanche kind of thing where the money is 
there – and, again, Lance is absolutely right.  Stephanie knows what she’s 
doing on this stuff and she should be trusted. But from a fiduciary 
perspective, I think we do. I think we might be having a quorum very soon.   
 
What we can do is our bylaws, specifically, that the Executive Board can 
make decisions that are ratified by the Board at the next meeting. So let’s do 
that.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I would make that motion.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Is there a second? 
 
MR. DEMASI: 
Second.  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  The Executive Board will get together – unless we want 
to just say it now that we authorize – 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I’m just having trouble voting for something when we don’t have a quorum. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s right. I keep on having a disconnect there.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
When is the auction, Lance? 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s the 23rd of April, next week. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s okay. The Executive Board will take action on that.  We don’t want to 
lose that as part of the collection.  We will ratify it with the Board at the next 
meeting.   
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
We don’t want to lose that stuff.  Once it’s gone, it’s gone. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Anything else on the Executive Director’s Report? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
No, that’s it.  Thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The President’s Report, the aforementioned letter to Gil Anderson, the 
Commissioner of Public Works, I will read that into the record, if you don’t 
mind.  This will be going out tomorrow. It’s dated today. 
 
“Dear Gil, on behalf of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of 
Trustees, I want to thank you and your department for the magnificent work 
you did on the renovation of the planetarium.”   
 
“Thank you, too, for the expert and timely restoration work on the roofs of 
the Hall of Fishes and the Stoll Wing.  We are gratified that everyone 
involved took obvious pride in the transformation of the planetarium and its 
William and Molly Rogers Theater, as well as in the crucial work on improving 
the building’s infrastructure and HVAC systems.  The impressive results and 
attention to critical details exceeded our expectations.” 
 
“At the private opening celebration on March 14, our sponsors, donors and 
friends were amazed at the rebirth of the planetarium.  We received rave 
reviews from many.  When our guests watched one of our spectacular new 
shows they were astonished at the experience offered by the state-of-the-art 
planetarium technology and the immersive three-dimensionality of a dome 
theater.  They said they felt as if they were actually in travel through space.” 
 
“We greatly appreciate that you, the Legislature and the County Executive 
have a keen understanding of the Planetarium’s educational and 
entertainment value to Long Island and of its importance to the museum as a 
critical source of operating revenue.  Thank you again for your central role in 
making the new Vanderbilt Planetarium a reality.”   
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We are copying the County Executive, Steve Bellone, the Presiding Officer, 
Bill Lindsay, and I have copies for the Board Members that are here.  I will 
pass them out. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, the President’s Report, continuing on.  The publishing contract is at the 
County Attorney. If it wasn’t sent tonight, it will be sent tomorrow.   
 
The catering contract – Lance showed it to me – that will be laid on the table 
on April 23.   
 
The naming rights agreement has been sent to the committee – what is the 
name of that committee? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s a long name, but I met with that committee. There were representatives 
from the County Executive’s Office, Public Works, Planning, the Legislature, 
two Legislators were there, Legislator Stern and Legislator D’Amaro. They 
passed it unanimously  out of committee and sent it on to the Legislature. 
The next step – this will also be laid on the table on the 23rd, which means 
it’s being introduced to the Legislature.  
 
It will go through the regular committee cycle, which means that that will be 
discussed in the Parks and Recreation Committee. I’m pretty sure the 
contract will be discussed in the Ways and Means Committee of the 
Legislature. Assuming that both of those come out of committee, they would 
be considered by the whole Legislature on May 7. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The most important thing that we have questions about was to make sure 
that the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum would be receiving all the funds, 
and that it wouldn’t be just going into the General Fund.  That’s in the 
resolution.  I just saw it over here – it’s the Suffolk County Review 
Committee for County Sitings of Memorials and Symbols and Naming of 
County Facilities, County Parks and Roads. It’s amazing that I couldn’t 
remember that.   
 
There was another question that came to me at an event last night, and 
maybe Lance can talk to it a little bit.  There’s something that’s actually in 
our collection but it’s on loan that we’re going to accession, depression glass. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
There’s a group that owns the depression glass that’s on display in our 
plating kitchen in the mansion. If you look in the cupboards as you go into 
the kitchen, as you’re going in on the right hand side, those cupboards are 
filled with depression glass. That’s been on loan to us for I think well over ten 
years.   
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That group is disbanding. They notified Stephanie that they were giving us 
the depression glass.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s it. Does anybody have an old business to discuss?  Any new business 
to discuss? 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
In developing the website further, I was wondering if anyone had any 
thoughts on upping the Board of Trustees’ page where we all have our 
picture and a little bio or something about why we love the Vanderbilt or 
something where we’re all kind of represented on there so when people do 
see us around the grounds, that we’re more familiar than just our names. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Sure, I think that’s a good idea. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
So is that something I can do, Lance, and then I’ll forward it to you? Maybe 
I’ll ask all the members to send me something that they want to have.  
Maybe we’ll pick a meeting, we will all come here fancy and take pictures and 
then we’ll put them on the website? I don’t want to put more on your plate, 
Lance, but if I could take it on and then forward it to you – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, I think each person would have to present their own short bio. Whether 
you do pictures here as a group or individually or you submit pictures – once 
we have this information, it’s easy to put it on the web.  It’s not a lot of work 
for us.  It’s work for you to provide the information.  I think, like everything, 
it’s good to put that up in mass rather than piecemeal.  
 
I think the hard part is to get 14 or 15 individuals to provide the information 
and the pictures, so that we can put that up.  We can always say camera 
shy. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The pictures, I think, they should be consistent.  Maybe at the next Board 
Meeting, we’ll let everybody know about this. Do you think Pat would be able 
to make the next Board Meeting and we can get here a little bit early? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Sure, we’ll have somebody take pictures.   
 
MR. GEGWICH: 
I have a good camera, also. It’s something we can do here.  It’s easy 
enough.  
 
I have one other question. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay. 
 
MR. GEGWICH: 
Any thoughts on moving the meetings to seven-thirty instead of seven?  Or 
is seven-thirty too late for people?  Are you guys here all day? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, we’re here all day. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Okay, so we’ll keep it at seven. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Normally it’s okay. I’m a little surprised at the attendance today because 
nobody – and that’s the one thing I will in my communication to the Board 
the next time around – I haven’t been asking for an RSVP kind of thing, but 
maybe I should. The people who did come here tonight -- and we’re not able 
to actually transact business. I hate to see people getting here and not being 
able to get something done; it’s a little troublesome to me.   
 
If nobody has any other questions, I’ll adjourn the meeting. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
We need to talk about the next meeting. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It’s always the third Wednesday of the month. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
That would be May 15. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Then if you’re going to take pictures, you really have to stress that we need 
to get here – 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I think what I’ll do, Betsy, is first stress the bio because like Lance said, we 
can always say camera shy, but if we can post everyone’s bios at the same 
time and then post the pictures as they come in – what’s the matter? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Nothing, I just have a suggestion that we have some limit on the bio. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Yes, a short paragraph. 
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MR. PETERMAN: 
The reason – normally, you say so many words. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, 25 or 30 words.  
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Right, Jack? 
 
MR. DEMASI: 
Yes, absolutely. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes, I’m worried more about the ego and lack thereof. 
 
MR. DEMASI: 
One sentence for me, that’s it. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Maybe it’s something, too, that we put something short up and then if we 
ever want to highlight a Board Member, we can do that.  We can give a more 
lengthy bio.  I just think it would be nice for us to have our names and our 
pictures up there so people know a little bit about us.  I also like that we are 
pretty representative of the area, and I’d like people to know that there are 
some people that come from further because they love the museum and 
some of us live near here. I think it’s nice for them to see what we’re doing 
here. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I don’t have a problem with any of that. I just want to be consistent, that’s 
all. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Sounds good. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
So what are we thinking for the number of words, 50?  Is that too many? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
That’s not many. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Well, maybe I’ll give a couple of questions and then we’ll keep it to short 
responses. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, and the other thing is when we’re doing it, just like the camera shy, if 
someone doesn’t supply their bio, then their name is there without a bio.  It’s 
up to them to provide that information. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
This is good because of the grant for National Grid.  They wanted to know 
who is on our Board. I have some bio information on – I had gone out and 
asked you to provide some of that as a Board. National Grid wants to know 
who is on the Board.  They want to know who is governing.  Having it on the 
web is good in terms of your professional career and where you come from in 
Suffolk County.  Just general information like that, I think, is very helpful. I 
think it’s a great idea.  Having a picture adds interest to it.  It’s good. 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
How about just basically giving us an outline of what that bio would be, if you 
could, just a short outline – 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Sure, no problem. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Any other comments?  We will adjourn the meeting.  Thank you 
all for coming. 
 

(Mr. Ron Beattie adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.) 
 

RB:ap 
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