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Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum  
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Minutes 
 

A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of 
Trustees was held at the Planetarium Lobby, Centerport, New York, on 
March 20, 2013. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Ronald A Beattie - President 
Joseph Dujmic - 1st Vice President 
Gretchen Oldrin Mones - 2nd Vice President 
Kevin Peterman - Secretary 
Michelle Gegwich - Trustee 
Michael Mule - Trustee 
Thomas Glascock - Trustee 
Anthony Guarnishelli - Trustee 
Stephen F. Melore – Trustee 
Betsy Cambria - Treasurer 
Duncan Armstrong - Trustee 
Jack DeMasi - Trustee 
Lance Reinheimer - Interim Executive Director 
Lorraine Vernola – Staff 
Robert Pilnick –Resident 
Ralph Colamussi – Thatched Cottage 
Jerrad Platero 
Claude Lerch 
Ann Marie Pastore – Stenographer 
 
Absent: 
Dr. Steven Gittelman - Trustee 
William Rogers - Trustee 
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(Mr. Ron Beattie called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
I’d like to call the March meeting of the Vanderbilt Board of Trustees 
meeting to order.  Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

(SALUE TO THE FLAG) 
 

Very good. Thank you all for coming.  Is there anyone in the public 
who would like to address the Board?  Okay, the previous meeting 
minutes there seems to be – I was just talking to Ann Marie about 
this. I kind of remembered at the end of the vote on the logo that 
there was some discussion as to whether or not it carried, and I didn’t 
see that in the minutes.  Ann Marie is going to review them, but short 
of that, can I have a motion to accept the minutes pending that issue? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Motion. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  They are approved.  (10/0/0/5  Not Present:  
Mr. Dujmic & Mr. Glascock.  Absent:  Dr. Gittelman & Mr. 
Rogers.  One vacant position.) 
 
Committee reports, Finance and Treasurer’s Report. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
You all have this page, I believe.  The only month we have the report 
on is January.  This information was supplied to me by Lance.  The 
admissions, which was $6,820, comes exclusively from the mansion.  
Special events of $10,140 is actually from our Valentine’s Day 
function.  People paid upfront.  The site use was picture photo 
sessions.  That would be $1,575.  The other General is $5,844, which 
is the rent of the mansion across the street.  That is the Treasurer’s 
Report for January. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good. Any questions for Betsy?  Okay, Education and Exhibits 
Committee. 
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MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
As you can imagine, our Education and Exhibits Committee meeting 
started with well deserved praise and congratulations and lots of 
mental hi-fiving.  All staff played essential parts but in particular 
Lorraine, who is here tonight, and Dave, along with Lance, of course, 
were the formula for success.  All the training and the preparation 
certainly paid off in a spectacular way.  According to Dave and 
Lorraine, they continue to learn new things about the capabilities of 
the system, which sounds very promising for the future.   
 
School groups have already started to attend our Museum Educational 
Programs and see one of the new planetarium shows.   
 
In the planetarium, I have gotten this number that there are 7,659 
reservations to date for school children and that for the Museum 
Educational Programs there are 1,962 for May and 1,176 for April.  
There were even some in March.  That’s very good news. 
 
On April 1 live lectures will start for the school groups. There’s a new 
initiative by Lorraine to have teachers and students rename existing 
programs.  She is starting with two to be renamed by June with more 
to come.  The winners will be recognized and published in the 
Education Brochure.   
 
It was thought that the brochure is especially important this year to 
inform the education community that we’re back and to promote our 
programs.  Design, printing and mailing is estimated to be $10,000. 
So if anyone knows of a potential sponsor, please give that information 
to Lance.   
 
One of the new additions to the lobby, the Goto exhibit, which is 
around the corner, was painstakingly put together by Dave.  This is set 
to be enhanced with a railing and a button that will activate lights and 
project stars.  There are also NASA space exploration panels around 
the back and an opportunity to be photographed as a small astronaut.  
I don’t really see that in here. 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
It’s over there. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Okay, great.   
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Of course, there is this amazing mural that has completely 
transformed the lobby.   
 
It was brought up that there had been inquiries and requests for laser 
light shows.  These have traditionally been popular and would be a 
nice addition when funding is available for the system. That’s $16,000 
for the system. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
No, $60,000. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Sorry, $60,000. Thank you.  The programs are between $30,000 and 
$60,000.   
 
With the great success experienced so far, and I think Lance will go 
into detail about the good news, there is a need for more staff, more 
ushers, console operators, even admission people.   
 
Additionally, there’s a need to establish a budget for purchasing new 
programs.  Also our maintenance contract, which kicked in on October 
2012, expires in two years.  It will need to be renewed for probably a 
fee of $25,000. 
 
The SkySkan system, which will be balanced very soon by the 
technicians – maybe you noticed that there were some imperfections 
between the voice and the music, but that’s all going to be tweaked 
and balanced.     
 
One last planetarium note, Dave will be programming the infinium 
projector to show the stars by mid summer. 
 
The summer schedule is out, and Dawn is booking for camps.  We will 
also be open on Mondays to accommodate large camp groups.  New 
programs, such as “Up to Space and Beyond” will be introduced.  Beth 
has added 165 camps to the ALTRU system to date.  The brochure will 
be sent to the graphic design team. 
 
The March 29 Preschool Workshop called “Wondrous Wings Mobile” has 
booked and is running.  
 
In the mansion, tours hit an historic low due to a perfect storm of a 
blizzard, which closed the mansion for two weeks, and winter breaks 
were cancelled in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.  Also, we didn’t 
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have enough people for admissions so there were very few people 
attending the mansion.   
 
Repair work on the pipe organ began on February 20. The Elsemer 
Company visited to remove parts from the pipe organ, which were 
taken back to the shop for repair and will return within a few weeks.   
 
Claudia Dowling visited on February 19 to measure for the new 
carpeting in the mansion.  New carpet will be installed on the stairs, 
the organ room, the downstairs guest wing hallway and a new runner 
will replace the existing worn one in the organ room.  Stephanie and 
Claudia are awaiting carpet samples and prices. 
 
Antonia Petrash, who was mentioned last month, was researching for a 
book on suffragettes and has requested images, which Stephanie 
provided for a fee. 
 
Finally, Stephanie did a 45 minute live on-air radio interview with PBS 
Station WAAM on March 9 at 3:00 p.m.  It was a segment on their 
weekly show, “Speaking of Art.”  The host, Ed Hoffman, is a former 
Long Islander.  The interview covered the opening of the planetarium 
as well as the museum and history of the Vanderbilts and the estate.  
There was a lot talk about that.  That’s the Education Report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks, Gretchen.  Any questions for Gretchen?  Okay, the 
Development Committee, we didn’t get together, but the main 
emphasis that I think we are going to be moving towards especially 
now that we have seen tremendous progress and the momentum that 
we have going for the planetarium, we need to have special emphasis 
on raising money for the programs that Gretchen mentioned.  We have 
new programs, so we need to keep it fresh and keep people coming 
back for more. 
 
We don’t have a Planning Committee right now.  Community Relations 
Committee did not get together.  Operations, Buildings and Grounds, 
Kevin. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Moving right along, the good news first, the museum roof the work is 
complete.  A special thanks to Suffolk County DPW.  On that note, I 
was wondering, Lance, I think it’s appropriate maybe to send a letter 
to the Commissioner  to just thank DPW and the employees that were 
here and got involved in that work. 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
Absolutely.  It can’t hurt.  We really do appreciate the extra work they 
did.  They are still working on the Stoll Wing.  That’s not finished yet.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
But the fact that the planetarium opened, I think it might be an 
opportunity to thank them for their efforts there, just a suggestion. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s a good suggestion. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
The Stoll Wing, the work on the roof has begun.  DPW visited on the 
13th.  They are going over the roofing, the color and the materials, so 
that’s all good news.   
 
Now for the usual bad news, Archives, water is dripping from the 
ceiling on to the desks and computers.  The guides’ room, the ceiling is 
still leaking.  Large pieces of plaster are falling in the Northport Porch -
-  flooding and leaching of the stone.  The habitat water leakage is 
evident in several places.  The air conditioner is not working at all, 
which I’m sure you’re aware of.   
 
Lastly, the Windsor Bedroom the plaster and the damage there is just 
getting worse.  That’s the end of the report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you, Kevin.   
 
Human Resources, Tom isn’t here yet.  We didn’t get a chance to get 
together and move that forward, but hopefully now that the 
planetarium is open, we can start focusing on that kind of stuff again. 
 
The Executive Director Report, Lance. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Thank you.  Basically my report is to tell you the glowing reports we 
got from people as they were leaving the planetarium this weekend. 
We had sold out shows on Friday and Saturday. We have eight – nine 
o’clock shows and we put on a ten o’clock show for the overflow.   
 
Things went smoothly considering it was our first night.  I was 
expecting more problems. It really went well.  We had people coming 
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here at seven o’clock for the eight o’clock show. We had a line from 
the kiosk around the moon and back. We had sell-out crowds.   
 
They liked all the shows.  The children that went to “Long Island 
Skies,” that’s usually geared toward a little bit older people, but even 
the younger children loved the show.  The planetarium – people came 
out with beaming faces. 
 
We had over 1,000 people between Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  We 
took in $15,000. That doesn’t include – we also took in between 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday $4,000 in our store.  Part of 
that included the raffling of the baskets we had on Thursday night.  
People did buy some products Thursday night, too.   
 
Between the store, the planetarium and mansion tours, there were 
more people here, obviously, because of the planetarium that they did 
go over to the mansion.  It was close to $20,000 for all sources.  We 
had a great start.  
 
We have children, as Gretchen mentioned, scheduled for the schools, 
so we have a lot of people coming.  It’s really very positive.  I think 
that’s the best I can say.  We did a good job and should be proud. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks, Lance.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
One more thing – we are open for school vacation, and I included a 
schedule for all of you with a description of the shows and the 
programs that are open. We are going to have programs starting at 
two o’clock, three o’clock and four o’clock.   
 
The reason why we’re starting later in the afternoon is that Public 
Works has scheduled roofers to work on the dome.  They start in the 
morning.  They usually finish by three o’clock. I checked with Public 
Works, and they allowed us to be able to start the programs and have 
the public here starting at two.  
 
One of the concerns is they have cranes, so they will be using cranes 
in the front and lifting product up on to the dome.  So we’re not sure 
when and where they are using those cranes, but they figured by 2:00 
every afternoon they will start winding down so that we’ll have the 
public here.   
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We’re excited about being open for school break and expect a lot of 
people. We sent out a press release to Newsday.  Right after we sent 
out the press release, they are sending Beth Whitehouse here to 
interview some children and to be able to put it on her blog about the 
excitement over the planetarium.  So we got a quick response today.  
We are looking forward to a great week next week. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you, Lance.  Actually, to start out the President’s Report, I’d like 
to talk about Lance and the job that he did here.  If you look at the 
budget that he had to work with, we got a lot of bang for the buck.  I 
think the reason for that is because we had Lance doing it.  I think we 
all owe him some applause here. 
 

(APPLAUSE) 
 

He did a wonderful job. To see all those smiling faces and now all the 
smiling kids coming through here, it’s putting ourselves back on the 
map. We have been off for a while.  The sky’s the limit.   
 
More for the President’s Report, we talked a couple of times in the last 
couple of meetings about trying to get standard Committee Meeting 
dates. I think that’s one thing that I’d like to start really taking a look 
at now.  Maybe we can have a discussion on this.   
 
We don’t have too many Committees, but it would make it easier for 
everybody involved – I’m the only one that’s one every Committee.  
But some people are on more than others – that we limit the times we 
have to make the trip out here.  For some it’s not a big trip, but for me 
it could be arduous.   
 
Can we come up with a standard day of the week or day of the month 
that we can get one or two that we can get together with Committees?  
What do you guys think?   We have the listing of the Committees here.   
 
MS OLDRIN MONES: 
How about the Thursday before our Board Meeting? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, it should be the week before our Board Meetings, so everything is 
fresh.   
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
That’s good with me. 



9 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
That’s good with me. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
Can we participate telephonically? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
For Committee Meetings there’s nothing that would prohibit that from 
happening. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
I would strongly recommend that.  I think that would boost attendance 
at these Committee Meetings. 
 

(Mr. Glascock entered the meeting at 7:15 p.m.) 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I don’t know how we’re set for speaker phones here. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Not very well. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We’ll have to use Lance’s office, I think.  That’s probably the only one 
that – no, there’s one other office that has speaker phones. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I’ll see if I can get speaker phones from the Telecommunications 
Department and see what they can do for us. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay.  We’re going to try to aim for the Thursday prior, and I’ll send 
out invitations like I do – or the Committee Chairs will send out 
invitations for each of the Committee Meetings.  Yes, Kevin. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I just have a question. When you say phoning in, do we have the 
capability to have more than one person going on speaker phone?  If 
you’re dialing into one number and you’re dialing in for another 
number, how does that – 
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MR. MELORE: 
You would have to have a conference ID.  We can use my number. If 
this is a meeting where people need to attend telephonically, I would 
use my number and have everyone dial into that number.  We can 
circulate that. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I have a question.  I’m not sure how this works.  The Thursday prior to 
this particular Board Meeting we’re going to have different committees 
on that Thursday at different times?  Is that how that’s broken down? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Like four, six, eight or something? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Right.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
And I’ll check with the County to see if we can set something up for 
conference calls, too, so we can have our own system. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Go-To-Meeting is not that expensive.  It’s of the technology, too, that 
would probably make sense to have at the Vanderbilt.  We will take a 
look at that, and you will hear from me in terms of – 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
There’s also capabilities on my Google where you can do what they call 
a Hang Out.  You can all log in from your computers and then it’s like 
Face Time, so everyone can talk from their computers at home and do 
it that way, also. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We’ll look at the options, and then you’ll hear from me and the 
Committee Chairs. 
 
Also toward that end, we’re really seeing the promise – especially with 
the shifting of microphones here – that apparently the County came in 
to look at our recording system here.  Ann Marie and Lorraine are also 
struggling to try to hear who is saying what and when and throwing 
the microphones back and forth to each other isn’t really a workable 
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thing.  So for the next meeting we will have some options on the table 
for that to improve this set-up.  Now that we have this great meeting 
space, we might as well have a good sound system for that, too. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
If you want, I can kind of look into that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Are we talking about having 15 microphones? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes or 16 including Lance – or 17, actually, for our guests to speak. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Okay, 17. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
There have been a couple emails back and forth regarding the rules 
when we vote.  The Counsel to the Legislature has given us a ruling 
that for a vote to stand on this Board, we need eight votes.  I think 
being that’s the only ruling that we’ve gotten – he invited us to talk to 
the County Attorney, as well, so we will reach out to the County 
Attorney, but as far as we go from this point, I think that’s the only 
official ruling that we’ve gotten, and I think that’s the ruling that we’re 
going to have to go with right now.  Does anybody any comments 
about that? 
 
The other thing I think we’re going to start to institute is that Joe 
Dujmic, who is on the way, asked that we have some kind of – and I 
think it’s a good idea – at the end of the Board Meeting that we issue 
basically a summary of all the actions that we took or did not take in a 
summary format for the rest of the Board so that we’re all on the 
same page, and there’s no question as to what’s passed and what 
hasn’t been passed.  We will implement that at the next meeting. 
 
We’re scheduled to talk about the proposed catering contract, but Joe 
is not here yet, so we will hold off on that. In fact, the book contract, 
as well.   
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At this point, what I’d like to do is entertain a motion to go into 
executive session for the purpose of the proposed planetarium naming 
rights.  Do I have a motion? 
 
MR. DEMASI: 
Motion. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  We will be going into this conference room over 
here.  (Vote:  11/0/0/4  Not Present:  Mr. Dujmic.  Abstent:  Dr.  
Gittelman & Mr. Rogers.  One vacancy.) 
 

(EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:23 -7:53 P.M.) 
(Mr. Joe Dujmic entered the room at 7:25 p.m.) 

 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We are now out of executive session.  The next item that’s up is the 
proposed catering contract.  Joe? 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I would like to make a motion to approve the catering contract 
between Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum and the Historical 
Thatched Cottage at the Vanderbilt Museum.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I’ll second that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay – 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
On the motion? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, Joe. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I just want to make it clear that this has been a long time coming.  
This has been being worked on for about four years.  We may be on 
the cusp of doing something very, very important for the Vanderbilt.  
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We spent a lot of time on this.  I sat down with Mr. Colamussi today, 
and we tweaked some things in the contract.  You have the finalized 
version of the contract.  It was emailed to you.  In the body of the 
email indicated all of the changes that had been made.  I hope you all 
had a chance to look at it.  If not, I believe hard copies have been 
handed out to you, as well.   
 
I just want to lend my support to the approval of this because I think 
it’s important to the future of the Vanderbilt.  This is a revenue maker.  
This is something that’s going to bring money into the Vanderbilt. 
 
Let’s be clear, we’re making a decision here today to send it to the 
Suffolk County Legislature.  They are going to have the final say on 
this contract.  That’s what this motion is based on. I hope you join me 
in supporting this motion. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  There’s been a motion and a second.  All for approval?  I 
abstain.  (Vote:  10/0/2/3  Abstentions:  Mr. Beattie & Ms. 
Cambria.  Absent:  Dr. Gittelman & Mr. Rogers.  One vacancy.) 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I abstain, also. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Ten, two, it carries.   
 
The proposed book contract, Joe is going to talk about that. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I apologize.  Sometimes you bite off more than you can chew at one 
given time. I had some personal issues that arose this past month that 
limited what I was able to do. I wish Dr. Gittelman was here. I would 
apologize – I already spoke to him and told him that there will be a 
book contract forthcoming.  
 
I wanted to put this catering contract to bed first. I think it was 
extremely important. I’m not saying that the book contract is not just 
as important, but this was first on the list. It got my attention first. 
Now I’m moving forward to finishing that book contract.  You will all 
have a draft of it as soon as it gets done. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you, Joe.   
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Now to the proposed planetarium naming rights. Do I have a motion 
for that? 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
That’s me, also.  Sorry.  I’d like to make a motion to authorize the 
Interim Director to pursue awarding naming rights for the planetarium 
through the County and the County’s various committees. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I’ll second that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We have a motion and a second.  Without objection?  
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
Should we put more on the record?  We can’t go into detail, but – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I don’t think we need to go into detail. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That motion carries.  (Vote:  12/0/0/3  Absent:  Dr. Gittelman & 
Mr. Rogers.  One vacancy.) 
 
Does anybody have any other new business? 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I have two very minor things.  But first off, thank you, Lance.  The 
other night was amazing. You did a great job. I was really proud to be 
a Member of the Board of Trustees that night, so I thank all of you, 
also.   
 
The one thing I was thinking of was that I wanted to throw out and 
see if – and this is so minor in comparison to what we have been 
dealing with – but I would love for us to have little name badges with 
our names of it that say Board of Trustees or something and 
something more than the “Hello my name is” stickers.  I meant to do 
this prior to tonight, and I didn’t but looking roughly, it would be 
maybe $10 or so whatever it is for each of us.  Is that something that 
everyone is fine with, for me to go ahead and – 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
We can make them up. We made up new badges or name tags for our 
staff.  We can do that. We can print them up, laminate them and get 
lanyard or something for you to wear or clips.  We can do that. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Okay, I just didn’t want to add more on to your plate.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I just wanted to ask a question.  Are you looking for like a lanyard or 
are you looking for something a little bit more – 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I was thinking of something like, do you know the name tags with the 
magnets behind them so you could just stick them on your lapel or 
something like that so it’s more – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Well, if you want to go forward, that’s fine, too. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I’m on another board and that’s what they have for their board 
members.  We don’t wear them at board meetings, but when we have 
special events, they will hand them out to board members so that 
people know who the members are so they can ask questions and 
such. I think it’s a nice way to identify board members to other people 
so they can learn more about the organization. It’s a nicer looking 
name tag so it brings better – 
 
MR. MELORE: 
Credibility. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
Yes.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Maybe just a suggestion that it say Vanderbilt Museum and then says 
Trustee on it, or something like that. Is that what you’re looking for? 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I was thinking about having – the way you had them for the staff the 
other night with the logo that says Vanderbilt and then with our name 
and then underneath it Board of Trustees or if someone wants their 
title and then Board of Trustee -- 
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MR. PETERMAN: 
Just from a fiduciary standpoint, if you just say Trustee, then you don’t 
have to worry about making new ones up when people leave – 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
And not put our names on there? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I’m just thinking about – if you look at the history and the turnover, 
I’m just suggesting that if they’re not that expensive and you want to 
put names on them, that’s fine. I’m just thinking about a universal 
tag. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I’m more of a positive thinking person, so we’ll see how much they 
are. If it’s not ridiculous, we’ll get our names and hope that we’ll stay 
for a little while. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
Could I just get the Yellin logo on mine? 
 

(LAUGHTER) 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
No, absolutely not.   
 
And then my second thing I wanted to bring up, and again it’s very, 
very minor, is that with the increased traffic, I’m thinking is there 
something, Lance, that we would be able to do as Trustees for 
members to be able to email some visitors or to personally call people 
who come in?   
 
I know we don’t have a ton of time, but I would love to have the 
opportunity that as new people start coming, to try to follow up with 
them in some way, and say, “I’m Michelle, and I’m on the Board of 
Trustees.  How was your visit?  Did you join as a member?”  Just some 
way to do follow up when new people are  coming in.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
We’re starting to get more memberships now. They are coming in.  
Once we start getting used to this system and things come to an 
equilibrium, we would like to collect email addresses for people that 
visit for that reason.   
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I think that’s very positive to do because it’s a follow-up on the 
visitation, and it’s a personal connection with somebody. We can work 
out how you want to collect those names or how we pass them on you.  
We can do that.  Pat can work with – if you want a boiler plate letter 
on the language, that way you have something that can go out.  Or we 
can do it.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
It doesn’t even have to be that formal.  It could be maybe we get 
some stationery printed up with the Vanderbilt logo and then we just 
send it out to people, “Hi, hope you had a great visit,” or something 
more casual.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Sure.  We can talk about which way you want to go with that. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I forgot to mention earlier – and I mentioned it in executive session – 
but as a result of the vote on the catering contract this evening, I’m 
going to be sending an email to the Chief of Staff of the Suffolk County 
Legislature, Counsel to the Legislature, and the Clerk of the Legislature 
to see when we can have the catering contract committed -- not all of 
us committed, but the catering contract committed at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
And if we can save money, maybe we could do both, have us all 
committed and the catering contract committed.  Is there any other 
new business? 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
Just one suggestion.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes. 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
Since we’re on this roll with this planetarium and everything, maybe 
the signs out on the roads leading to the Vanderbilt can be changed or 
improved. I know there are a couple – there’s one on Deer Park that 
looks like it’s probably about 30 years old. It’s a very small one like 
this that says Vanderbilt.  I think there’s a number of others that are 
located. I don’t know if we know where those locations are, but I 
would suggest that we put new signs up.   
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I don’t know if there are any rights or problems with putting them 
back on the same locations, but as long as it’s there and it’s still 
existing – I think there’s one that looks really ragged and about ready 
to fall off.  I think we have to get one there before it falls off.  I think it 
would be really great to at least have those directional signs go to the 
Vanderbilt. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Maybe with the new logo. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I’m just wondering, is that something from Public Works? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I will check with the highway department of Public Works and see if 
their sign shop can make up signs. I don’t know how anxious they 
would be to do that, but we’ll see if they can give us assistance on 
that.   
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
They look pretty bad right now. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
You’re right. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I believe some were updated not too long ago. I don’t know about the 
one on Deer Park. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The last time we did it, Noel Gish had something to do with that. I’ll 
contact Noel on that. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
Okay, because I was going to say if you’re to ask the Town of 
Huntington, you better hurry up because if they switch 
Superintendents, they’ll be busy making up new signs.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
It doesn’t matter; we all have it in for the highway department -- 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
This is a County issue on the signs. We’re a County park. We are 
owned by the County. This issue belongs to the County. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Good suggestion, Duncan. Thank you.   
 
Any other new business?  Can I have a motion to adjourn? 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
Motion. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  Thank you.  (Vote:  12/0/0/3  Absent:  Dr. 
Gittelman & Mr. Rogers.  One vacancy) 
 

(Mr.  Ron Beattie adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.) 
 

RB:ap 
Attachments 
 
















