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(Mr. Ron Beattie called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
Welcome to the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees 
Meeting. I’d like to start off with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

(SALUTE TO THE FLAG) 
 

I know we have a lot on the agenda here today. We have a lot of 
people and not that much room.  Please bear with us.  What we 
normally do is we have the public address the Board first. We did have 
a public meeting at the last Board Meeting that we had.  If anybody 
would like to address the Board or if you have new information or 
something on some of the things that we’re going to talk about, then 
we’re going to have the three minute rule again.  I’d ask that if 
anybody wants to address the Board, please do so now.  Caroline, 
come on up to the table. 
 
MS. MULE: 
Could you pass around these blue sheets, please?  They will also be 
emailed to you.  They will be much easier to read with a magnifying 
glass.   
 
My name is Caroline Mule.  I live in this beautiful community of 
Centerport. I am here to give you a shot in the arm for you and 
Suffolk County. I’m full of ideas that are fun and creative to bring 
revenue in for the Vanderbilt. 
 
Put up a donation thermometer. Pick first project, achieve projects, 
start small and build up to big projects and boathouse to get Cornell 
Cooperative or the like back to the V {sic}.   
 
Build a stairwell to the beach to have access by mansion, clean out 
basement and kitchen.  Build external door outside to serve, docks to 
moor boats to enjoy a day at the Vanderbilt, waterfront seaplane 
hangar rebuilt, boardwalks built, clock tower.   
 
Have students, scouts, boys and girls, do community service hours, 
connect through the local schools in the areas in Suffolk County.  
Example, white wall could be painted in a day.  Sell tickets, plant, 
clean up, man tables for events, count, wrap, etcetera. 
 
Wall Yacht New York City to bring customers to the Vanderbilt, become 
a Water Gold Coast Tour stop, invite Mega Hobby or Hobby Quest or 
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the like to V to build space ships, classic cars, race cars, robotics, hold 
pine wood derby car races for all scouts, have green exhibitions at V 
{sic} or eco-camps, have Magic Mill Sand Art come for kids, marine 
biologist or a scientist for a day or a week. Do sailing certification.  Do 
science in motion, nature and machine, have space simulator 
machines.  Be a planetarium tech for a day, telescopes build robotics 
for space. 
 
Have competitions, having reading, history, and heritage clubs.   Come 
for nature walks on all 43 acres, a seashore safari, beach life, marine 
life, sell sky lanterns for families to send off on the beach, in Old 
Peacock Pond, sell rental sailboats to motor around with ice cream cart 
nearby. Fence off same area, have small grounds, nothing ugly, race 
car, maybe a spaceship, a playhouse, nice, contained for kids.   
 
Have vending machines, those super bouncy planet balls, space 
rockets, cars, have a butterfly house, have a bubble house, have picnic 
tables and quiet places all around the 43 acres for people to eat lunch, 
view the water. 
 
Fence off garbage areas and debris.  People don’t want to see it or 
smell it.  Potential wedding couples don’t want to see it on the way 
into booking a wedding.  Wedding cottage needs to be detailed.  
 
Weddings are all about beauty and the details.  The cottage looks 
shabby and it’s a bad first impression.  Make Tudor a B&B across the 
street for people to stay at the V {sic}, especially wedding parties.  
Have garden competitions, clear out clock tower and make it a bridal 
prep room for the groom or the bride. They can make a great entrance 
coming down the stairs.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Thirty seconds. 
 
MS. MULE: 
Bring all exhibits to life and teach why and how we learn from what is 
here. Why is a sea star able to regenerate an arm? Why is an octopus 
so smart that it can get out of a box?  Work with light, sound, time, 
and space.  Have astronauts come to speak and inspire.  Have 
scientists, all kinds, like Book Revue to authors, Vanderbilt scientist, 
astronauts, engineers, model after Liberty Science Center, awesome 
place, put in a pool across  by vegetable garden across the street – 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Caroline – 
 
MS. MULE: 
Yes?  We’re done? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes.   
 
MS. MULE: 
Did you get it all?  It’s on email.  This will all bring in revenue to the 
Vanderbilt.  Thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Is there anybody else to speak?  
 
MR. WALTERS: 
Did any of you happen to see the show I think it was last night – 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Can you identify yourself?  Just for the record. 
 
MR. WALTERS: 
I’m Bill Walters.  I’m the neighbor here.  It was called “The North 
Shore Mansions.” It was on PBS, Channel 21.  Did anyone catch that?  
It was two nights ago. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER: 
It was on – 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
If you talk in the back of the room, it’s not picked up by our sound 
system.  We record this for the public record. 
 
MR. WALTERS: 
Can you take her time away from my time?  She cut me off -- 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I’m going to start the clock again for you. 
 
MR. WALTERS: 
Thank you. Anyway, they went through many of the North Shore 
mansions that are now public, like Caumsett and many of the others, 
too. I won’t go through all of them.   
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To my knowledge, not one single one of them has a cell tower on 
them.  But some of them have catering facilities and everything. I 
think Lance got involved with a local caterer here and never followed 
through on that.  With all these other – why hasn’t this been started 
yet?   
 
Why aren’t there other things aside from this ugly cell tower that are 
being done?  With this safety issue and everything, it doesn’t even 
raise as much money as some of these other public cell towers on 
Long Island.  It raises a drop in the bucket.   
 
Why aren’t we moving forward, as Ms. Mule was just saying?  How 
come we’re not moving forward on these other things? Why aren’t we 
moving forward on this catering thing?  It just doesn’t make sense to 
devalue our properties like this and cause this safety hazard for our 
children in this neighborhood.   
 
Why don’t you guys really do what’s right.  Do what’s moral because 
you wouldn’t vote to put one in your own backyard and you know it.  
But you’re voting to put one in our yard. I already know the outcome 
of the vote.  You’re downright immoral.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Bill, that’s a little out of line.  I mean, we’re trying to make an 
environment here where we are listening to people. We have had you 
to plenty of meetings. You have spoken to us many times.  Don’t call 
us immoral. 
 
MR. WALTERS: 
In my opinion, you are, because you wouldn’t vote to put one in your 
yard. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Is there anybody else who wishes to speak? 
 
MS. KNIGHT: 
Yes, my name is Catherine Knight.  I think it’s important to go back to 
the beginning, that the Vanderbilt has a mission statement. It’s on 
your website, and I’d like to read it for the public record. 
 
“The Vanderbilt Museum is a unique combination of mansion, marine 
and natural history museum, planetarium and park. It’s dedicated to 
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the education and enjoyment of the people of Long Island and 
beyond.”  
 
“This mission shall be achieved through the thoughtful preservation, 
interpretation and enhancement of the Eagle’s Nest Estate as an 
informal educational facility.” 
 
“Exhibition and program themes focus upon Long Island” – I’m sorry, 
I’m a little nervous here – “upon Long Island’s Gold Coast era and 
upon Willie K. Vanderbilt, II’s, desire that his mansion, his marine 
natural history, and ethnographic collections promote appreciation and 
understanding of the marvelous diversity of life, of other cultures, and 
scientific knowledge.” 
 
There are a couple of keys words here: education, enjoyment, 
appreciation, understanding of diversity of life, other cultures and 
scientific knowledge.  I don’t see anything in here about cell towers, 
about working against the community. I really don’t.  Someone said it 
at the fire house meeting that Willie K. would really be rolling in his 
grave. I am disappointed that we seem to be going over the same 
ground again.  
 
I work in a school district with a mission statement every day. It 
guides everything we do.  When what we’re doing is not in line with 
that mission statement, we stop and question ourselves.  I hope you 
question yourselves tonight before you vote.  Thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you.  Anybody else?   
 
Can I have a motion to approve the previous meeting minutes? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Motion. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  Motion carries.  (Vote:  12/0/0/3 Not Present:  
Dr. Gittelman & Mr. Rogers.  One vacancy.) 
 
Committee Reports, Treasurer’s Report. 
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MS. CAMBRIA: 
Having gone over this with Lance, I’d just like to point out a few items.  
Under the “Actual June” amounts, we have $102,229. That is the 
donation made to refurbish the Stoll Wing.  The “Other General” 
includes the car and rent from across the street.  Those are large 
amounts, but the car, as you know, generated a great deal of money.  
The rent generally is about $5,000 a month. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s $5,500 a month. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Yes, $5,500.  Any questions? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, thank you.   
 
Education and Exhibits Report. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Summer education workshops are finishing up. As an example, "Sail 
Away with Mr. Vanderbilt” went well, with kids making masks, worry 
dolls, owl kites, Egyptian inspired self-portraits and illustrations of 
marine life.   
 
Lance attended an enthusiastic end of week celebration, and the one 
complaint he heard was that more people don’t know about these 
creative and enjoyable educational opportunities.  Committee 
members suggested putting informational signage out front and 
directing people to the guard house for more information.  So if any 
Trustees or anyone has additional ideas about how to spread the word 
about our premiere programs, please pass these ideas to Lance. 
 
Mansion tours have been well attended with 775 tours this first half of 
August, from August 1 – 14, as compared to 704 tours the same time 
last year.  Of course, this year the planetarium has been closed, but 
hopefully not for long, if everything remains on schedule.   
 
The star projector has been installed and Dave and Lorraine report 
that the sky looks spectacular.  The railing and the audio has been 
installed and the cove lighting is in the process.  When the video 
projectors come, there will be an alignment, and things seem to 
continue on schedule for a mid-October handover or maybe 
November. 



 8

So far, Dave and Lorraine have selected eight programs for use for 
public and school groups.  They have $10,000 left over to purchase 
additional programs.  Knowing that there are two or three new 
programs coming out of Sky-Skan, there’re hoping to preview these 
before making final selections. “Season of Light” has been selected as 
a holiday season show.  Who knows, perhaps we’ll be treated to a 
preview of it during our October or November Board Meeting.   
 
Plans are underway for an open house for educators to show that we 
are back and ready for the next generation of school children.  When 
the education brochure goes out shortly, there will be a blurb about 
the planetarium, and Lance is working on other methods of promoting 
the re-opening. 
 
The Science bus, Discovering the Universe, stumbled in its outreach 
debut.  Dave and Lorraine were prepared and in place to work with 
children at the Haborfields’ Library, but unfortunately when the 
generator faltered, the bus could not show up until the very last part 
of the presentation.  Lorraine was able to do the classroom part, with 
lots of hand-outs and hands-on materials, and the kids loved the time 
that they eventually had with the bus.  Lance is working with a local 
foundation for a grant to provide outreach for high needs schools.  
Once the bugs are worked out and funding is in place, there is hope for 
a robust schedule and presence in the Long Island community. 
 
You probably noticed there were several local news and Newsday spots 
for “Living History” and mention of the Stoll donation.  There was a 
whole packet that was distributed earlier.  The Stoll Building 
restoration effort has begun – will begin with a visit on August 24 from 
taxidermist, George Dante. 
 
News from the archives is that Dan McConnell from Halesite Fire 
Department made a visit on August 4 to get archival information for 
his upcoming book on the history of the Halesite Fire Department.   
 
Dale Spencer from Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society continues to 
visit weekly to research the Motor Parkway. 
 
In the mansion, the Elsenor Company visited on August 7 to give 
Stephanie an estimate for necessary maintenance on the Aeolian pipe 
organ.  Also she brought the motors from the belltower to Smithtown 
Armature and is awaiting a repair estimate. 
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In other news, Stephanie hosted a group of six scouts on August 9 
who were working on merit badges about collection and cataloguing.  
 
Finally, Kate Hudson was here for 14 hours doing a photo shoot both 
inside and outside the mansion.  Besides positive exposure, this brings 
$6,000 to the Vanderbilt.  It will be in September’s Harper’s Bazaar. 
 
That’s the end of the report, unless someone else who was at the 
meeting would like to add anything. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It was a great meeting, and she always brings good snacks. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Thank you. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you, Gretchen.   
 
With Development, I’ve been away for three weeks, so we didn’t have 
a Development Committee Meeting, but Betsy did do some work on 
that, so if you’d like to talk about this great letter that you wrote – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
No, Patrick and I wrote. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
And all the Trustees have a copy of it.  What we’re asking the Trustees 
to do is to come up with a list of names so that you can put them on 
our letterhead and send them to people to see if we can get some 
more donations and generate interest for the planetarium.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Can I just add to that?   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Lance is ordering letterhead that lists our names down the side, so 
that if you were to – this is the copy that goes on the letterhead. We 
will get you the letterhead. My idea was to select establishments, 
business people, professionals that you personally know and maybe 
this letter could be personalized to send to them individually.  
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I had also hoped that we could enclose some – Lance, what was it that 
you thought we should enclose? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, we can enclose some brochures and other material to education 
the selected people about the museum.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
And we could also include information on the donor wall, so that they 
would visualize where their donation hopefully would fit in, as well as 
the individual chairs. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We also have bricks and all the other opportunities that people have. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
But I think if we give you the enclosures, the copy, and the letterhead, 
the rest of it will be initiated by yourselves.  That should take place 
within the next couple months.  Maybe you want to think about your 
names. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
And related to that, I’ll pass around – this is the letterhead with your 
names on it. I know some people like their names different ways for 
different things.  If you could look at your name and see if it’s the way 
you want it on this letterhead, I will pass this around to make sure 
that everybody is properly reflected. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Neighbor Relations Committee, for the same reason, I 
wasn’t around for three weeks, so they didn’t meet.  Does anybody 
else that’s on the committee have anything they can report? 
 
Okay, we’ll go to Buildings and Grounds Report. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I got the latest report from Stephanie. I’m sure tonight it might even 
get worse with the rain.   
 
Just to give you a facilities update, the marine museum, there’s 
leakage from the roof and it’s compromising the walls, both the upper 
and the lower floors.  
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The Archives there’s water dripping from the ceiling.  Each time it 
rains, it’s dripping on to the desks and computers. They have to cover 
their work area with plastic every time they think it’s going to rain to 
make sure the equipment is not damaged.  
 
In the guides’ room, the ceiling has an ongoing leak made much worse 
by this latest storm.  Large pieces of plaster are falling down. 
 
In the Northport Porch, there’s flooding and leaching of stone.  In the 
Habitat, there’s water leaking evident in several places.  
 
The air conditioner is not working at all.  Peter, one of the 
maintenance people here, said it needs to either be fixed or replaced.   
 
Finally, the Windsor Bedroom, the plaster wall damage and paint 
bubbling is getting worse.  Sorry to say, that I usually never have any 
good news. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks.  Human Resources, I know Tom’s been trying to set up a 
meeting.  Just so you know, we don’t get good cell tower coverage in 
the Rocky Gap State Park, which is where I was. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I wasn’t away for three weeks, but I was away for a little while. I was 
able to establish that an evening meeting would be what’s best for 
people.  What I was hoping is, and I touched base with some staff that 
could attend as well, that after this meeting that a few of us could get 
together and pick a date and then finally get together.  
 
Interestingly, you were away for three weeks. I was about two hours 
behind you on the road when we were emailing each other.  It’s a 
small world.   
 
We hope to have more information soon. 
 

(Dr. Gittelman and Mr. Rogers entered the meeting at 7:20 p.m.) 
 

Mr. BEATTIE: 
Welcome, Steve.  Is Bill coming? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
He’s right behind me. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Refresh my memory, Tom. The people on the committee are you, me, 
Gretchen, and Peter.  Okay, good. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
And the Human Resources Director. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Great, thank you. 
 
Executive Director’s Report. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
First I’d like to respond to Bill Walters’ comment about the catering 
contract. We are still negotiating – well, negotiating is not the right 
word. We are still working on the language for the contract.  I had a 
meeting with Thatched Cottage last week. We are progressing and 
going forward with that.  It’s a major change in the shift on how 
operations work here with the existing site use. So we are going 
forward with that. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Lance, just to support you and so that Bill knows, I have been on top 
of Lance for a period of time trying to find out where that’s at.  I hate 
to say it, but it’s the lawyers that are really holding this up with this 
back and forth.  They have been working on it for almost two years 
now. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I understand it was supposed to be sunny out today, but it was the 
lawyers who made it rain. 
 

{LAUGHTER} 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Apparently, the sky is nice in the planetarium, in case you missed that 
part of the report.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
With that being said, I do want to defend the County Attorney’s Office 
because they have been pretty responsive. We’re just one part of 
everything they do.  Each piece, when it goes back and forth, takes 
time for the other party to digest and get back.  
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One of the areas actually that was holding it up was our provision that 
we wanted Thatched Cottage to have a bond, a theft bond or liability 
insurance to protect our artifacts from theft or breakage from one of 
their employees, which is kind of unusual for a County contract for 
catering, because we’re the only place that’s a museum.  That was an 
important issue that our last President wanted in there.  
 
It took Thatched Cottage a long time working with whether they were 
getting a bond or liability insurance in order to secure that and figure 
out which direction they’re going.  That was just resolved this past 
month.  This has been progressing at a snails pace, but it has been 
progressing. It is on our desk, and we are going forward with it.  I just 
wanted to put on the record, Bill, that we are moving forward. 
 
MR. WALTERS: 
I appreciate what you’re saying, but can we put off the vote until this 
is settled? Maybe this will solve the issue of the cell tower. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I’m not here to debate.  When you spoke, I stayed quiet and waited 
until my turn to speak.   
 
To respond to the Buildings and Grounds Report, we have $400,000 in 
the 2012 Adopted Capital Program. Before I came here today, I was 
working on a resolution to have that money appropriated by the 
County.   
 
We have held off until the County had resolved some of its financial 
issues before asking for those funds.  I’m going to try to see if I can 
get a resolution introduced at the August 21 meeting of the 
Legislature. It may have to go into September because the deadline 
for filing resolutions was today. Tomorrow morning I’m going to see if 
it can be laid on the table as a late starter, assuming if we can get a 
sponsor for that. That’s $400,000 that’s needed for building repairs.  
 
One of the things that was touched on in the Treasurer’s Report, and 
we talked about it in the press clippings, is we did receive a $100,000 
donation from a private foundation to restore and modernize the Stoll 
Wing.   
 
We are working on funds, as well as another private foundation to 
provide us a financial base for the traveling classroom, and that looks 
very positive.  We’re talking about in the neighborhood of somewhere 
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between $10,000 and $15,000 from a private foundation for the van.  
It all helps us.   
 
We have had a lot of events this year to generate operating funds.  
July 21, we had Tango in the Courtyard.  We had 200 attendees, and 
we netted about $2,800.   
 
The following weekend, August 3, Alex Torres and his Latin Band, we 
had 450 people. We netted about $8,500.  I’d like to say on the 
record, we had several sponsors for that program, too.  New York Tent 
provided us with an additional auxiliary dance floor, 12 by 16 foot 
dance floor because we knew we were having so many people there. 
That worked really well. I promised the people that were there that 
next year we would have a larger floor.  It’s one of our most popular 
events.  
 
I’d like to thank Barbara Oster because she runs this event. She was 
responsible for bringing Alex Torres here to the Vanderbilt six years 
ago. Alex Torres even said right before his last song that he’s going to 
call is Barbara Fest 2013 next year.  She does a tremendous job. 
That’s just a little piece of what she does. 
 
Also Ballroom on the Bay, which is doing our Mid-Summer Night 
Dances every Thursday night, they were a sponsor for that event.  Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Rickert, who were major sponsors for our 
planetarium, also were sponsors for Alex Torres.   
 
Rodney Rodriguez, one of our Trustees, was also sponsor. He provided 
some wine for the event.  
 
We had some sponsors that helped us cut some costs. That increases 
our net profit on that. It was a real successful night, and everyone had 
fun.  Success and fun, that’s a good combination. 
 
Every Thursday we have Mid-Summer Night Dances through August 
30.  We have managed for most nights to have sponsors for food.  For 
$20 people show up, and they get a dance lesson. They play an 
eclectic selection of music from Tango to Salsa to the Waltz, and 
people brush up and practice their dancing. We have had anywhere 
between 40 and 50 people each night for each Thursday night. 
 
This Sunday is the Vanderbilt Regional Cup Car Show.  We’re having a  
car show here on Sunday. If you can, stop in. 
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The planetarium update, since we met a couple days ago, things are 
moving really fast with the planetarium.  We’re in the final approval for 
the seating. Due to fire codes, size of the seats, a seating plan that 
works for the best benefit of the visitors resulted in we’re going to end 
up with 164 seats in the planetarium, which is down significantly from 
the 236 that we had in the old planetarium.  Fire codes require certain 
aisle widths and certain codes. New York is more stringent than other 
states, and the size of seats being a little wider. This is what we’re 
ending up with.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
How many seats are we going to have? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
There are 164 seats with the ability to put in either 15 or 16 folding 
chairs.  Our capacity would be 180, based on fire code.  That’s a lot 
less than we had before.  We’re changing the seating configuration so 
it’s a little bit easier for people to load and unload the planetarium. It’s 
more of a chevron style rather than epi-concentric. They’re straighter 
rows.  Also, the focal point of the seats is to the front of the 
planetarium so that if we use it for as a venue for other events, the 
people aren’t sitting sideways in the seats. They are facing the front of 
the planetarium. 
 
As was mentioned, cove lighting is being installed.  The sound system 
is being installed.  Video is ready to be installed.  Carpeting, we have 
had problems getting the carpeting delivered, but the carpeting is 
scheduled to go in probably the second week of September.  
 
The seats -- because it took so long to get the seating diagram 
approved through Public Works and back and forth with our input too 
and what we felt was best for the visitors.  It moved along at a good 
pace, but each step takes time. Every time you change the diagram, it 
has to go back to the architect to have those changes reflected.  Then 
it goes back to Public Works to make sure it meets code, and then it 
comes back to us to make sure that it’s something that we feel is 
proper for our use.   
 
It looks like the seats will be installed mid-October. We’re on schedule 
for completion mid-October. Sky-Skan will come back once the seats 
and carpeting are in there to do the final adjustments on the sound.    
 
We’re moving right on schedule.  The furnace is installed. The HVAC is 
in good shape.  The roof needs some minor adjustments on the roof. 
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They did do the roof, but tonight we found some new leaks.  They will 
come back and fix that.   
 
We’re starting to sheetrock the auditorium lobby.  That’s being done 
by Vanderbilt staff.  They started that this week.  So we’re sheet 
rocking areas in the lobby.  Fire Code prevents us from putting 
carpeting on any walls without a sprinkler system. 
 
That’s the end of my report.  Does anybody have any questions? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good. With the President’s Report, because I’ve been away for 
three weeks, I don’t have much to report, other than I’m really excited 
because I finally got a tour of where the planetarium is at right now. 
It’s just awesome.   
 
Obviously, we would like to have a punchier lobby to bring people into 
but we don’t have the funds for that. So hopefully later on, we can 
change the image of that. I was really hoping for a wow factor that 
people see as soon as they come back there.  
 
The staff is doing a great job in making due with what we have.  
Again, I say this every meeting that our staff is just unbelievable. 
Kudos to our staff and what they’re doing with the few resources that 
they have.   
 
Old business, did you want to talk about the Conflict of Interest? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes.  I believe in June I sent out the Conflict of Interest Statement. I 
think it was a PDF.  Hopefully you all received it.  I don’t think I’ve 
gotten one back yet.  It’s a friendly reminder to send it in.  If you need 
me to send it out again, I will. But we do need to work on that two-
page document, so please fill out the Conflict of Interest Statement.  
At the next meeting if I don’t have it, I think I’ll probably bring some 
blanks in to make sure you do it.  Just a friendly reminder. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, thank you. On the cell tower agreement, can I have a motion for 
a vote? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I make a motion to submit the cell tower agreement to the Suffolk 
County Legislature. 
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MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
One thing that the Executive Board discussed before this is that we’re 
going to use paper ballots for this. A lot of people are members of the 
community and don’t want to have any negative repercussions to 
them, so we’re going to do this as a paper ballot. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
When did we discuss that? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The Executive Board discussed it. It’s proper procedure. We checked in 
terms of our sister board, Suffolk County Community College.  They 
accept votes like that. It’s a public vote.  It’s just a paper ballot.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
What part is public?  Can you read it out loud? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, we read the results out loud.  Does anybody have any objection 
to that? 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I would like to say something.  I am apart of the Executive Board. I 
was not in the meeting.  I was doing something else when the decision 
was made to go to paper ballots.  I do have an objection to go on a 
paper ballot for a couple reasons.     
 
Most importantly, and I will and I may be the only one and maybe I’m 
crazy for doing this, but I could just stick my head in the sand and go 
along with the way it’s going along, but I will let my vote be known 
because I think it’s important that if I’m going to stand up in one way 
or the other, I think that people should know. 
 
I will say in the interest of fairness, everybody on the Board, that I 
find myself in a slightly different situation than most people on here.  
That’s why I think it’s incumbent upon me to come out and publicly 
vote. Regardless of whether or not a paper ballot is submitted and 
that’s the way we go, these people that are here today know how I 
stand.  They may like it; they may not like it, but they’re going to 
know where I stand. I think I at least owe them enough to let them 
know how I feel and why I feel about this. 
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MR. GLASCOCK: 
If I could ask, the bylaws – this needs to be conducted by Roberts 
Rules of Order, the most recent edition. I have not had a chance, since 
I didn’t know it was going to be held this way. I frankly don’t know 
specifically what the provisions are with Roberts Rules. I have a feeling 
Michael is checking right now. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I object to voting with paper ballots.   
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER: 
But I really think – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Sir, you can really influence by being quiet.  If you continue to talk – 
please be quiet. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Mr. Chairman, are we in public session right now? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
No, the public address to the Board is over.  The Board has agreed to 
go into Executive Session on it.  Do we have a motion to go into 
Executive Session to discuss the paper ballot? 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Motion. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, let’s go into executive session.  (Vote 14/0/0/1  One 
vacancy.) 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I’d like to ask, given the gravity of this issue, that maybe we go into 
another room and let them stay here.  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes.  

 
(EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:45-8:00) 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, do we have everybody back?  We will recommence the meeting.  
We decided not to do paper ballots. We’re going to do a show of 
hands. Can I have a motion?  Actually, it’s been motioned and 
seconded.  Does anybody want to speak on the issue?   
 
MR. DJUMIC: 
He means Board Members.  I’m sure everybody back there would like 
to speak on this. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Peter? 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
I’d just like to speak for myself.  I’ve been born and raised here.  I’ve 
been coming here since I was a little kid.  This place for the longest 
time has financially been strapped. I don’t care how we get the money 
– if I have to stand on my head and spit wooden nickels to do it, but I 
would like to ask for a commitment from the people that are here to 
help us be able to raise some money, and not on a one-time thing but 
on an annual basis.   
 
I’d like Lance to review some of our financial problems.  One of them 
is the Hotel/Motel Tax, which we collect from the County, how much it 
is, when it sunsets, what sunset means for people that don’t know, so 
you know how much we’re in the hole every month.  Lance, could you 
explain some of that? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Sure.  First I’d like to say, as the Administrator of the Museum, I work 
with and for the Board.  I’m down there in the trenches every day.  At 
any given time, we have over $100,000 in payables.  People have 
been here for over ten years that have not had raises.  We have 
people here working for $8 an hour. The security guards that you 
passed today during the day are making $10 an hour.  If they’re 
working nights, they’re making $12 an hour.  These are people that 
we’re entrusting millions of dollars worth of artifacts and the Gold 
Coast History of this Island.   
 
Some points have been made about the $100,000, and I’ve also said 
on the record, it does not solve our problems, but it’s part of a menu.  
We receive $5,500 a month from the rent from Normandy Manor.  
That was not a decision that 100 percent of the Board was for, but it 
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does provide steady revenue.  To have the cell tower is another 
$100,000.   
 
Bill mentioned catering.  Catering will be a significant increase.  Along 
with catering with the increase in revenue is the increase of traffic and 
noise and other sides that are not entirely consistent with the 
operations of the museum. That’s why that’s going very slowly 
because it’s a delicate balance between the museum, the education 
and enjoyment of the public and Long Island measured against how do 
we survive? 
 
Being a finance person, managing these finances but also respecting 
the museum $100,000 goes a long way to give somebody who’s 
making $12 an hour a raise.  I’ve taken a 10 percent cut for six 
months, which adds up to about $6,000. I’ve taken a cut this year 
because I asked my staff to take a cut.  When you ask somebody 
that’s working part-time at $12 an hour to cut their hours, I can’t sit 
there and not take a cut and share the pain.  I continued my reduction 
in pay a lot longer than my staff.  
 
It’s every day, and it’s a struggle, but we’ve also turned the corner.  
We’re doing well because we had successful events.  We have the rent 
from Normandy Manor. We have the planetarium coming back on line.  
The cell tower is part of a menu, and this came about from the 
Legislature that asked the museum to come up with a sustainability 
plan.  This was part of the sustainability plan, to pursue and 
investigate whether a cell tower should be here or not. 
 
I see both sides.  As a finance person, the $100,000 does go a long 
way.  It’s a lot of money. Our budget is about $1.7 million, so 
$100,000 is a significant percentage of that budget.  It’s almost 5 
percent. That’s a lot of money.  
 
I’m just responding to Peter’s request to enlighten you on the financial 
aspects of the museum. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
What about the Hotel/Motel Tax? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The Hotel/Motel Tax next year is the last year. We’re getting about 
$720,000 a year from the Hotel/Motel Tax. That tax sunsets after 
2013.  Our endowment in 2008 was devastated.  We’re trying to grow 
the endowment, which provides us steady income, too.  
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Those that have managed endowments, prudent is you take 4 percent 
out. Four percent of $10 million is $400,000, and $400,000 is a lot 
less than $1.2 million that the endowment needs to provide us.  How 
do you make up that shortfall?   
 
The Hotel/Motel Tax was adopted to make up for that shortfall with the 
idea that we don’t use the endowment and grow it during that period 
of time. We haven’t been able to survive without having the 
endowment distributions because the planetarium has been down.  We 
are using $60,000 a month from the endowment.  I’m just hoping that 
the stock market goes sideways and doesn’t go down. At this point, it’s 
been stable.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
And who manages that money? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That’s managed by a third party, PFM Associates.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
But the County has – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The Suffolk County Legislature has fiduciary responsibility over the 
endowment.  They have control over distribution. We have no rights 
unless they allow it for any distribution other than income, which is 
interest and dividends. Right now today’s market, interest – you can 
make interest on bonds. Dividends are a little bit higher.  We’ve been 
taking distributions from capital gains.  I hope that answers your 
questions. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Point of information. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, Bill. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I want clarification. I understand that the vote here, to some extent, is 
meaningless.  The Legislature has the final say on this.  If we vote no, 
and the Legislature votes yes, they get the income from the cell tower.  
We don’t really benefit by it directly.   
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On the other hand, if we vote yes, and the Legislature votes no, then 
we don’t get anything anyway.  We really don’t have anything to say 
about this.  My vote is meaningless.  It’s up to the Legislature to make 
the decision, and they’re passing the buck down to us. I don’t think 
that’s fair. I’ll make my vote known. I’m going to abstain. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Mr. Chairman. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
I’d like to say one more thing. I’m willing to push this off for six 
months, if somebody would pull their motion, with a guarantee from 
the people in the audience to help us set up something to be able to 
withstand that $110,000 a year, some sort of program or some way to 
raise those funds to be able to do that and help us out. I would be 
willing to put it off for six months. If we can’t figure anything out after 
that six months, then I’d be willing to vote yes.  Is that fair enough? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
First let me just address something that Bill said, because the one 
option that he didn’t have in there is if we vote yes, and the County 
votes yes, then we keep the money. That’s the way the legislation was 
written.  We can either get nothing or we can get something.  When 
you consider that abstention, consider that. If we vote no, and they 
vote yes, a tower goes up and we get nothing out of it.   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
But I also understand that some of the Legislators are against it.   
Therefore, if we vote yes, and they vote no, we’re bucking the 
Legislature, and we don’t do ourselves any good. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
But I’m not going to second guess where the Legislature is going on 
this. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I’m repeating what I’ve heard.   
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
To that point, the three local Legislators, who I would think would be 
the biggest friends to the Vanderbilt, have all expressed that they’re 
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against putting a cell tower here. I think a lot of this is speculation in 
moving targets. I think we need to vote based on what we think our 
own – we have a future obligation.  We need to be guided by that and 
vote based on our own responsibilities. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We clearly have multiple responsibilities, not just fiscal responsibilities.  
This place is an historic site.  I’m not clear that a cell tower lends itself 
to an historic site. Certainly the revenue is a great thing.   But I don’t 
want to position that our responsibility is strictly fiscal.   
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I agree. It’s not. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
But that is our primary responsibility.  That is the main reason why we 
are on this Board, our fiduciary responsibility to keep it up and 
running.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The responsibility is to keep the doors open and keep our mission 
going. If it’s the dollars that we need to keep the doors open, that’s 
what our fiduciary responsibility is, to complete that mission. 
 
MR. MULE: 
Mr. President? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, Michael. 
 
MR. MULE: 
Just as far as the point that Mr. Gittelman was stating, clearly the 
mission statement is what we are guided by.  While we certainly have 
fiduciary responsibilities that encompass fiscal – the fiscal mission and 
making sure that we could get money into the Vanderbilt Museum, we 
must be in accordance with the mission statement, as one of the 
members of the public stated earlier.  That mission, which calls for 
thoughtful preservation, interpretation enhancement of Eagle’s Nest 
Estate, exhibition and program themes and focusing upon Long 
Island’s Gold Coast era. The historic nature of the place we have to 
consider that aspect no less certainly than our obligations to secure 
finances for the museum. 
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
When Willie K. gave this place to the County, I believe he believed that 
the endowment was sufficient to carry its expenses. So I do not 
believe that at any time he envisioned a Board of Trustees who would 
have to raise funds substantially to keep the place open. 
 
At that point, what would eventually become $8 million was a lot of 
money.  I’m not that clear that our fiduciary responsibility trumps our 
responsibilities to maintain this place in its integrity.   
 
As an educational facility and as a museum, our first responsibility is 
to the collections.  The collections include the buildings and grounds 
and include the contents of the buildings and grounds. 
 
Our second responsibility is to education.  Certainly, you can argue 
that the underpinnings of that is raising funds to keep that going.  I 
understand that.   
 
I’m concerned, though, that we may be tainting our first responsibility 
by the construction of what might be considered a detriment to the 
collections by having a cell tower here.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Anybody else? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I just want to make one point.  Now I’m really confused because 
following that logic and living that mission statement, if you will, then 
we shouldn’t have a tent and we shouldn’t have weddings here, which 
would really make it even worse, as far as income.   
 
One of the things that I’m concerned about is, and I didn’t get into this 
in my report, but buildings and grounds, we probably need $20 million 
dollars just to make this place so it doesn’t fall apart.   
 
My point is, we have had Public Works, people from Yaphank here on 
the grounds doing extensive studies, and I was told by Public Works 
engineers that this place probably needs about $20 million. 
 
I’m all for keeping this place open and doing the educational point, but 
if we’re going to start debating what we can and can’t do – we need 
revenue. One of the reasons we do weddings is for revenue. That’s 
certainly not educational. We’re getting into a whole different level 
here as far as where we want to go with this. If we don’t pull in any 
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money from catering, because that’s not educational, and we’re not 
pulling any money anywhere, we’re going to be in a worse hole than 
we’re in now. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
No, my point to you is that there are ways of raising money that do 
not conflict with the primary mission of the institution. A wedding or 
really light parties might not be as bad as, let’s say, a cell tower.  A 
cell tower is a permanent physical change in the grounds for which we 
are responsible to maintain in the condition that we were given them. 
 
We are not responsible by our charter – by us, this organization, for 
the buildings. But what we’re doing here is encouraging the 
construction of a building that maybe doesn’t fit with our mission.  
Maybe there are other buildings here that don’t fit, but that one really 
doesn’t fit. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We seem to be making assumptions on what Willie would have done 
and what the Legislature is going to do, which is kind of a slippery 
slope. If we’re going to do that, I would say that Willie was a 
technology buff, was he not?  If anybody would know, you would 
know, Steve. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I know, and Willie had powerful radios on his ships and loved radio 
transmission.  He might have been very thrilled of the concept of a cell 
tower here.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
With that big antenna thing – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
It’s very possible. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
My point is – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
But you have to read the mission as written.  The mission does not 
give us the latitude to open a McDonald’s on the grounds either. When 
you build a 146 foot tower, I think that you are stepping over the line 
of what would be considered to be conservative. I don’t find it 
conservative. I find it to be permanent.   I find it to be upsetting. 
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MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
We found the solution at Kings Park.  Rip it down. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I must interject something here.  On a little personal note, many years 
ago, I had a small house in Little Neck, Queens.  The group got 
together there and decided they wanted a swimming pool.  So this 
lady went around, and they found a location of decent land, which was 
two houses away from mine.  They were going to construct a 
swimming pool next to my house.  I certainly didn’t want that, but 
everybody else did.  
 
I sat down and made a survey of the area. There was one location 
there where there were two houses back to back with a large stance of 
land where the swimming pool could go. So I went to a meeting, and I 
said, “You people haven’t really explored this properly.  There’s a piece 
of property where the pool can be built.”  Everybody said, “Where is 
it?” I pointed out to where it was.  The gentleman who was in charge 
of this whole program said, “Wait a minute. That’s in the back of my 
house. I don’t want the pool there.”  The net result was that it was 
never built.  
 
I feel the same way. I know what it is to raise funds here. I know we 
need the money, but I just feel that it’s not right to impose something 
on the people that live in this area if they don’t want it, especially 
when we really don’t have a say in this the way it’s been presented.  I 
can’t vote yes, and I can’t vote no. 
 
MR. MULE: 
Mr. President. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, Michael. 
 
MR. MULE: 
I’m not sure of the procedure of what we’re doing, but I would like to 
address the Board. I don’t know if we are going to talk in rounds, and 
I’m happy to do that and just respond point by point, or if we’re going 
to speak one person at a time. I just want to know the direction from 
the Chair, as far as how you’d like us to proceed. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I was just wondering if a motion to table this would be appropriate. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
We have a motion to approve.  We’d have to throw out the first 
motion– 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
No, we wouldn’t. A motion to table supersedes a motion to approve. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think at this point – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Can I say something else? Where would Peter’s suggestions fit in with 
the motion to table? 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
It’s a motion to table. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I understand that, but – 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Does it have a second? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
No, it doesn’t have a second. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I don’t think you can have another motion – 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
A motion to table supersedes a motion to approve. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I am moving to table. 
 
MR. DJUMIC: 
I spent a lot of time at the County Legislature, and – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think what Peter was saying – 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
That you would need a second to be able to – 
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MS. CAMBRIA: 
I seconded that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The motion is to table this discussion to the next meeting. We can 
carry on this discussion then.   
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
I’d be dead against that because you’re going to have the same story 
at the next meeting.  I know it’s hard – not in my backyard, but if you 
read the story of the Brooklyn Bridge, it was going to be a hazard 
being 162 feet high. How many people haven’t used it?  It was a 
necessity and it worked. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I would just say that we need to get the pulse of the feeling of the 
Legislators and see what their reaction is. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
But they have all been on the record saying that they’re opposed to it, 
as well as the Supervisor – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Well, not all Legislators. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I meant the three local Legislators. I thought Mr. Rogers was asking 
about our three locals.  Traditionally in the Legislature, it’s the local 
Legislators that then bring it to the County.  Traditionally, yes, but not 
always. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The legislation that this cell tower agreement is part of goes to the 
entire Legislature.   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
But it needs a sponsor, yes? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Of course it does.  It was sponsored by Legislator Cooper.   
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER: 
He retracted it. 
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MR. DUJMIC: 
On the motion, I don’t know that it wouldn’t be inappropriate – I 
mean, Mr. Gunther made a good argument about if we put it off – 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
You can call me Pete. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I love you, Pete.  You know I do, but we’re trying to keep it a little bit 
more professional.  I don’t think it would be inappropriate to table. I 
just think that what Pete was saying may be correct. If there’s the 
possibility that we can generate revenue in the meantime, if that’s 
something that Pete wants to look into or somebody else wants to look 
into, we need to keep all options open.   
 
I don’t want to get into the fiduciary responsibility. I just wanted to 
really speak on the motion to table. I don’t think it would be 
inappropriate to table it.  But, again, put it to a vote and whoever 
thinks yes, yes, and no, no. If not, then we go back to the motion to 
approve it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We have a motion and a second to table, so let’s carry that first.  For 
Ann Marie’s sanity, we’re going to do a roll call. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
And this is to table. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I’m just curious as to what my options are. I can say yea, nay or 
abstain from voting. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
Yea means that we table it to the next meeting. Nay means that we 
don’t, and we move forward with the motion to approve that was on 
prior and abstaining just means that you’re not voting on it tonight. 
 
MR. MULE: 
Is there a debate on it, at this point? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s what we’re doing. 
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MS. GEGWICH: 
My gut would be to say no to table it because I feel that we all know 
where we need to be and to move forward I feel like everyone has 
brought certain things to the table. For me, I feel like speaking as a 
community member, we can’t always go back and repair decisions that 
we make. I think there has already been damage in the community 
based on the two public meetings.  
 
For me I feel that if we do table it, and I don’t think it’s fair to keep 
making the community keep waiting and waiting, when we’ve gotten 
commitments. I’ve gotten commitments at the fire house and different 
meetings where people have said, “When this dies, I will write a check. 
I will renew my membership.”  I feel that the six months, while it 
sounds great, I feel at least they know we’ve got a quick start to the 
six months, rather than saying we haven’t decided yet. 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
May I be recognized?  Correct me if I’m wrong, Mike, because I don’t 
want to put words in your mouth or in your pen or in your computer, 
but I believe I received an email earlier in the week that indicated that 
it may be a good idea to hold off on it. 
 
Mike, correct me if I’m wrong, but that’s what I thought the crux of 
the email was, to hold off and give it six months or so to try to raise 
money. I apologize if I’m incorrect. If I’m incorrect, please correct me.  
But that’s what I got from the email. I received a number of emails 
this week talking about this issue.  Maybe it didn’t come from you, but 
I thought it did. 
 
MR. MULE: 
No, it was not from me.  I’d like to speak on the motion to table. I 
don’t think we should do that.  We have already, by the President’s 
account, spent five years on this issue.   
 
Everyone knows and it’s no secret that I live next door to this place.  
As County Legislator Spencer indicated at the last meeting, he said 
one last thing.  If we look at this Board, and I appreciate various 
backgrounds and expertise that you bring, but one of the things I’ve 
tried to do is provide some geographic representation to the Board. I 
think that although each Board Member has an equal vote, I do think 
consideration should be given with the concerns of Board Members 
who physically live in the Vanderbilt vicinity.   
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Knowing the feeling of people in this community, this is something 
that’s hanging over their heads.  I think that if we have to make a 
decision as a Board in a deliberative process, and some people have 
vetted out their views, and I know all of you have thought about this 
seriously, I don’t think we’re going to be in any better position tabling 
this.  There are some serious questions which I will raise when we get 
back to the main motion that I have about this, but I don’t think this is 
going to get better with age. I think we should make a determination, 
and we should live by that determination. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
I don’t think we should table the motion. I think we should continue 
the dialogue and take the vote. I’m not sure what it is we’re waiting 
for that’s going to make a difference over the next six months. We 
were waiting for an opinion of counsel as to some legal issue to get 
some assurances that if we were taking this action, that it wouldn’t 
violate some particular law. If it was something of that nature, I would 
understand the reason. I think it’s been vetted. I’m not sure what else 
we’re waiting for. If someone can advise me what that is, I might 
reconsider my vote, but I’m not sure what the additional information is 
that’s going to make a difference between now and six months from 
now. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I guess the confusion that I got tonight is whether the consequences 
of voting yes or no has a difference of who gets the money. 
 
MR. MELORE: 
And there’s no assurances – 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
And you raised a question that you would be willing to table if there 
was some question that needs to be answered.  The question that I 
need to have answered is if we vote yes, and the Legislature votes 
yes, we get the money. If we vote no, and the Legislature votes yes, 
they get the money.  That’s the question that I don’t have an answer 
for. That was something that was raised.  In going along with your 
opinion or your reasoning, you have given me cause to have that 
question answered by Legal Counsel of the Legislature.   
 
MR. MULE: 
If I could just respond to that, the County has the power on its 
properties to do what it will with its properties and make those 
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determinations and also has the authority to decide as a Legislature 
where those monies are going to go.  Is that correct, Joe? 
 
MR. DUJMIC: 
I disagree only for a very specific reason.  I think it is a valid question 
to determine where the money would go. It is written into the 
legislation that approval of it by the Board and then by the Legislature 
would mean that the money comes to the Vanderbilt, then there’s 
wiggle room there. The money is going to come to the Vanderbilt.   
 
On another note, the Vanderbilt is a really interesting facility with 
regard to the County because although it’s a County facility, when we 
have heavy snowfall and things like that, Suffolk County and DPW 
doesn’t come here to plow.  It’s done by the people that we have here.  
Although technically speaking, the Vanderbilt is a County facility, the 
County also does not engage in the upkeep of the facility, which again 
raises issues as to where we’re going.   
 
My answer then would be, if the legislation clearly states -- we would 
have to look at the legislation and I would want an opinion from Legal 
Counsel on this.  I’m an attorney. I have worked in the Assistant 
County Attorney’s Office, but I’m not going to go on record giving a 
legal opinion on this because I don’t do that job anymore, and it’s not 
my place to do that.  I would want an official opinion from the County 
Attorney’s office or from Counsel that would determine it. Because the 
Vanderbilt is such a different type of facility, it raises questions as to 
where the money would go.  I think those are fair questions. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
Even if the money came to the Vanderbilt, that’s not necessarily the 
whole story. That could be a substitute for money that would have 
otherwise come from the County.  I think from my little knowledge of 
it, I believe New York State Lottery was originally intended to 
supplement New York State’s spending on education. It eventually 
evolved into rather than supplementing, substituting for New York 
State {inaudible} on education.  I don’t think that’s the whole story. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
I don’t feel putting this off is going to solve anything, and I don’t think 
it’s fair that these people from the community to sit and ponder for the 
next six months, are they going to do it or aren’t they going to do. I 
think we should put it up right now and whether it goes or doesn’t go, 
we should solve this problem right now.  Six more months isn’t 
bringing you in $4 million from anywhere or whatever amount.  I think 
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we should get it over with either yes or no. It’s not fair to these people 
that have concerns.  I think we should go ahead and do it. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Point of information, I think the motion was to table. I don’t think the 
motion was to put it off for six months. The motion was to table this 
resolution. 
 
MR. GUARNISCHELLI: 
I just said I don’t feel tabling it would be any benefit and certainly not 
fair to these people in the community. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
I’m in favor of the motion. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
I understand that change is very difficult, especially when it’s 
something you can see.  Unlike a McDonald’s, I feel that the cell tower 
is safe. It’s necessary and it’s beneficial.  However, in the interest of 
clarifying certain legal things that have come up recently, I’m going to 
vote yes to table it hopefully for only a month. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’m going to vote yes to table.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes to table. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Yes to table 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
It’s August in the middle of summer or toward the end of summer. I 
don’t know what’s going to get accomplished in one month’s time, so 
I’m going to vote nay. 
 
MR. DUNCAN: 
Yes to table. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes to table. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
No to table. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Can we have the roll call? 
 
MS. PASTORE: 
Eight yes; seven no – I’m sorry, six no.  (Vote: 8/6/0/1  Opposed:  
Ms. Gegwich, Mr. Mule, Mr. Melore, Mr. Guarnischelli, Mr. 
Glascock & Mr. Rogers. One vacancy.) 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It’s tabled.  Any new business?  Can I have a motion to adjourn? 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
Motion. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection, we stand adjourned.  (Vote 14/0/0/1 One 
vacancy.) 
 

(Mr. Ron Beattie adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.) 
 

RB:ap 
Attachments 
 
















































