
 
 
 
 
 

Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum  
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Minutes 
 

A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of 
Trustees was held in the Lancaster Room, Centerport, New York, on 
May 16, 2012. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Ronald A Beattie– President 
Gretchen Oldrin Mones – 2nd Vice President 
Betsy Cambria – Treasurer 
Kevin Peterman– Secretary 
Dr. Steven Gittelman – Trustee 
Duncan Armstrong - Trustee 
Peter Gunther - Trustee 
Michelle Gegwich – Trustee 
Dr. William Rogers - Trustee 
Michael Mule - Trustee 
Anthony Guarnishelli - Trustee 
Lance Reinheimer – Interim Executive Director 
Lorraine Vernola – Staff 
Robert Pilnick – Resident 
Ann Marie Pastore - Stenographer 
 
Absent: 
Joseph Dujmic – 1st Vice President 
Thomas Glascock – Trustee 
Rodney Rodriguez - Trustee 
Stephen F. Melore – Trustee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2

(Mr. Beattie called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
I’d like to start the meeting with a Pledge to the Flag. 
 

(Salute to the Flag) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
Is there anybody in the room who would like to address the Board?  I 
see there are no visitors so we can move on.  Can I have a motion to 
approve the previous meeting minutes?  Oh, wait, we don’t have a 
quorum yet. 
 
Let’s go to committee reports.  Treasurer’s Report, Betsy. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I believe everyone has a copy of the Treasurer’s Report from March in 
their folder, as well as the spreadsheet.  I’ll ask you to note a drop in 
admissions.  The projected budget and anticipated revenue is $47,500 
and because we don’t have the planetarium, it’s considerably less.  
That’s our shortfall right there.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thank you. Does anybody have any questions for the Treasurer? 
 
Education and Exhibits Report, Gretchen. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Staff gave updates on two on-going projects.  First the Traveling 
Classroom has been mechanically serviced.  Greg and partner of 
Hicksville Spring and Brake motivated by their fond memories of the 
Vanderbilt made an in-kind donation of $700 for their labor in 
repairing and improving the vehicle.  Their generous donation meant 
the total cost to us was $1,100.   
 
The needed new windshield is on order.  Lance did a world wide search 
for the lowest price. Graphics were done Monday and the driver 
training was scheduled for this Friday.  With the curriculum set and the 
vehicle road ready, what’s needed now are sponsors.   
 
Lance will be debuting the Traveling Classroom by taking it to the June 
5 Legislative Meeting.  Perhaps you saw it as you drove down here for 
the meeting. It’s looking pretty good there in the upper parking lot. 
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The second update is about the planetarium. The star projector is 
getting closer.  It’s now either in a warehouse in Atlanta or recently 
unpacked from the warehouse in Atlanta and on its way here. In 
anticipation of its arrival, County crews have finished up work on the 
pit and the concrete is curing as we meet.   
 
Lance will have details and the chronology, but I’d like to relay an 
important invitation to all Trustees.  Lorraine Vernola, who is right 
over there recording this meeting, gave me a fascinating tour of the 
planetarium as it stands now with the pit fully visible, the electrical 
work partially done, the HVAC equipment delivered and ready for 
installation, and, in general, a beehive of well-coordinated work 
underway.  
 
This is a rare opportunity to see the bones of the planetarium as it 
rises from the ashes and readies itself for the new star projector.  
Lorraine has offered a guided tour to any Trustee interested in seeing 
the construction site.  Things are happening quickly, and this is the 
time to experience the beginnings of what will be a world-class 
addition to a one of a kind museum. 
 
Of course, none of this is possible without the County, about whom 
there’s nothing but high praise.  All the County engineers, work crews 
and managers have gone above and beyond delivering extremely fast 
turn-around time and maintaining excellent communication with staff. 
 
Concurrent with being on site for planetarium construction input, Dave 
and Lorraine have been immersed in working on lighting, selecting 
programs and working with Sky Skan. 
 
All staff have been working on inputting data to the Blackbaud system. 
This is a time consuming, arduous task that’s necessary for the future 
of the Vanderbilt.   
 
If you’ve been checking your email, and I see we have some packets 
in front of us, you’ll note that there are some great workshops for 
children being offered this summer for ages pre-school through third 
grade.  Not only do young people get introduced to the wonders of the 
Vanderbilt Museum’s marine life, natural history, animal habitats, and 
ethnographic artifact collections, but they also get to create great 
stuff, such as a dolphin platter, or elephant paper sculpture, fish print 
tee-shirt, bear story teller mask, sailor’s valentine or butterfly 
handprint.  I don’t know about you, but my grandkids would love that 
experience.  So if you have kids or grandkids, neighbors or other 
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contacts, please alert them to this fabulous educational and fun 
opportunity. 
 
The summer brochure has gone out to the camps.  This is an attractive 
and informative publication that promotes some core offerings, such as 
“Animal Expeditions,” “Beneath the Waves,” and “Estate and 
Collections Tour.”  Additionally, a new program titled “Beneath the 
Waves with Watercolor Illustrations” is being debuted. 
 
Finally, another email alerted you to this year’s Living History Tours. 
These are so fabulous that words can’t do them justice.  The theme 
this year is 1938 and titled “Backstairs at the Vanderbilt.”  If you 
haven’t taken one of these tours, you will be amazed at the access 
granted to the mansion’s living quarters and insight into the behind 
the scenes look at the Vanderbilts, their guests and staff. 
 
That’s my report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Thank you, Gretchen.  Does anybody have any questions 
for Gretchen?   
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I have a question for Lorraine.  If I wanted to take the tour, should I 
email you or call you? 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
Yes, you can call or email.  I’ll give you my email address or phone 
number after the meeting. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Development Committee.  We continue to solicit corporate dollars for 
both the mobile classroom and the planetarium lobby and any other 
solutions that we can find. We have plenty of solutions.   
 
We had a small Executive Board Meeting the other day.  We bandied 
about some other ways – I think Betsy and Peter are going to do a 
road show. We really encourage everybody on the Board to go out 
there, get the packets that you need from Lance to go and solicit 
wherever you can.  I have one in my car. I should have brought it in. I 
think we brought it to the last couple of meetings.   
 
There are plenty of things in there, including planetarium seats, all the 
way down to selling bricks. We sell bricks for $100.  We should try to 
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get the lower hanging fruit and get people who want to be a part of 
the Vanderbilt to buy a memorial brick or a bench.  
 
In fact, I did talk to Noel about that, but that’s part of the President’s 
Report.  A bench is $1,000, I believe.  I think that’s the number. I’ll 
check on that, but $100 gets you a brick and $1,000 gets you a bench.  
Then there’s buying a seat for the planetarium. There are plenty more 
to be had.   
 
That’s the end of the Development Report.  Does anybody have any 
questions on that? 
 
Buildings and Grounds, Kevin. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Sure, I got here earlier today. I did a little tour with Stephanie. I took 
some pictures of some of the problem areas. I realize that last year, 
last May, I actually took a tour and had some images that I shot a 
year ago. I just printed them up on blank paper just because I think 
you can see the problems we have.  I’m going to pass these around 
for those of you who have not seen some of the inner workings of the 
Vanderbilt, just to see what it looked like last year.  
 
Before when I took the tour, I took some additional images of the 
same locations and in some cases, things are worse.  In some cases, 
things are better because we did patch up some holes.  I’m just 
concerned – if you look right above your head, Michele, the molding 
and that whole area is just not good.   
 
I went down one stairwell, and I took some images today that I will 
obviously share at the next meeting, but there is really serious peeling 
and water damage.  Some of the situations have been cleaned up or 
the leaks have stopped.  They still need to be repaired.  Again, with 
the limited staff that we have it’s just – I’m just hopeful that we could 
get some of this money to repair the roof so that we could stop these 
problems.  
 
Yesterday, of course, was a major storm. We had quite a bit of issues 
with flooding and leaks, but the staff was very attentive to try to stay 
ahead of it.  I’m hoping that we have some of that money so that we 
could fix the roof.   
 
On a positive note or just to show you what things used to look like, I 
met with Stephanie earlier, as I mentioned, and she has a copy of a 
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magazine that’s hers. I have to give it back to her, but in 
September/October of 2000, a publication called House Design and 
Architectural House that deal with design and architecture, did a three 
page piece on the Vanderbilt.  It’s amazing because the clock tower 
doesn’t have anything around it. It doesn’t have any netting, as it does 
right now to stop anything from falling.  
 
There are some really spectacular images of what we did look like and 
hopefully we will look like soon again.  I just also wanted to note that 
Peter, with all the maintenance that he’s done, has done a terrific job 
with the drainage at the boathouse.  The boathouse, when it rains the 
water just goes down this hill, just like a tidal wave of water that 
comes down.  He’s done a terrific job trying to abate that mess, if you 
will.  It’s just a steep road and the water just – he’s been working on 
that. 
 
One other thing, I don’t know if you’re aware of this, but the Budget 
Review Office of the Suffolk County Legislature recently, March 1, 
2012, did a report entitled, “The Vanderbilt Museum Endowment Trust 
Fund.”  It’s an annual report doing an analysis of our endowment.  I 
made a copy of the first page and copied the pages to you on the web 
address, so you could pick it up on-line, if you want to see that.   
 
What I did and what I thought was really useful was they have an 
appendix, which gives a history of the Vanderbilt. I think the Trustees, 
especially the new Trustees, it might be useful to them to just get a 
sense of the Vanderbilt.  I’ll just pass that around for you. If you have 
any questions about Buildings and Grounds, please let me know. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Where was this taken? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
That was downstairs in the laundry room, I believe. That’s below the 
clock tower.  Wherever the clock tower is -- I will label those items, 
but I just wanted you to be aware that that was a year ago, and you 
can see the ceiling is in bad shape. The good news is that’s now an 
area where the public can access.  At the next meeting, I’ll have the 
pictures I shot today, and I’ll try to label them.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks, Kevin.  Any questions for Kevin? 
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This, by the way, is good reading to kind of get your feet wet on how 
we came to be.  There’s some more updated information in terms of 
where the endowment is going.  Fortunately, it’s going in the right 
direction.   
 
Human Resources, Tom Glascock is unable to be here. He is feeling ill 
today, so he gave me a call.  He had the meeting with Bridgett, and he 
is collecting more information.  He thinks that the policies and 
procedures that we have in place are in relatively good shape.  He’s 
going to make some recommendations, but he has been working on 
that.   
 
Executive Director’s Report, Lance. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
We have a lot going on. This is a draft press release on “Summer Fun 
at the Vanderbilt Museum.”  This will morph into a hand-out that we’re 
going to give people as they enter the property.  This summarizes all 
the things that we’re doing here.   
 
A couple of new things – and one thing that is not on here is  
“Shakespeare in the Courtyard” by the Arena Players.  They have 
several plays, Children’s Theater, the regular theater in the Carriage 
House, but what we don’t have listed here is they’re doing “The 
Twelfth Night,” and I can’t remember what the other play was.  
They’re two different Shakespeare plays July and August.   
 
We have the Clam Bake. I want to remind everyone about that. We’re 
looking for the Board to bring ten people each -- that would be at least 
130 to 150 people.  We need that for success.   
 
I’ve got here, which I will pass out to you, we’re just in the beginning 
marketing phase of designing the logo, developing a piece and 
promoting this event. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
What was the date of the Clam Bake again? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That’s July 14. It’s a Saturday. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Do you have the tickets yet? 
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(Mr. Armstrong entered the meeting at 7:25 p.m.) 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
No, we do not have the tickets yet. We’re just working on the logo. I 
hope to have the tickets by next meeting or before. If I get them 
before, I’ll send them out to the Board.   
 
The guy doing the graphics is part-time. He’s not physically here. He 
works remotely from home.  He’s done a lot of work for us.  One of the 
things he’s working on is the logo.   
 
In addition to the Clam Bake, we have Tango in the Courtyard, which 
we’ve done the past several years.   
 
We also have Alex Torres, which is a highly successful night. That’s on 
August 3.  That’s a Friday night.  Last year we had over 300 people 
here.  We cut off reservations because we were concerned about the 
dance floor. We can take more reservations. We could fit more people 
in, but we couldn’t get more people on the dance floor.  Even at that 
point, the 325 people that we had the dance floor was a little too 
crowded.   
 
We received sponsorships from Ballroom on the Bay.  They’re 
sponsoring Alex Torres.  They donated $1,000 toward that event.  
 
In addition to that, I spoke to Ballroom on the Bay Monday, and we’re 
developing a new program here for Thursday nights, “Dance at the 
Vanderbilt Thursday Nights.”  There will be summer dances on 
Thursday nights, 7:00 to 9:30.  We will have dance lessons by 
Ballroom on the Bay.  It will be a nominal fee.  
 
We’re working on the details for that.  I just spoke to them on 
Monday. We’re going to go forward with it. It will be a cooperative 
effort. That will start the Thursday after the 4th of July week, so the 
first Thursday will be the 12th.  That goes through July and August, 
with the exception of August 2, which is the night before Alex Torres, 
and we need to set the tent up for that. 
 
We’re looking to develop  new sources of revenue, new followers and 
expand the number of friends that we have. 
 
In addition, we have the working plan for the planetarium that’s been 
distributed to you.  Review that.  Let us know if you’d like additions or 
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anything else you’d like to do.  We’re looking at framing what we can 
do. There’s a timeline.  
 
The couple things that we’re doing is it’s a difficult timeline because 
assuming this opens the end of October, we run into Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and holidays. We have to have a formal opening. We need 
to thank the people that supported the chairs, supported the 
improvements.   
 
We also need to invite dignitaries, a lot of the people that worked on 
the construction – there’s a whole list of people we need to invite for 
the opening.  This will not be a fundraiser. This will be thanking the 
people.  If they sponsored a chair, they would be invited to the 
opening.  That is tentatively scheduled in November. We may need 
two of those nights.  
 
We’re also looking to do an open house for teachers on a Saturday 
afternoon probably December 5.  That will get teachers in here and 
show them a smorgasbord of what the programs are that we have to 
offer for the education programs, so that we can start January by 
having schools booked here starting January.   
 
We would start booking schools in the fall.   We’re in the process – 
first we have to select their programs.  Lorraine and Dave are going to 
select the programs and make those choices. Once we know what 
programs we have, then we can market the planetarium to the schools 
and we’ll develop a flyer and marketing piece for that.   
 
This gives us an outline of where we are. The challenge to this is 
advertising.  We have no money for advertising.  A challenge, too, is if 
we can get additional $5,000, the problem is we have such cash flow 
problems that it’s still hard to find money for advertising when we 
have other expenses that are just as pressing.  That’s a challenge. 
 

(Mr. Michael Mule entered the meeting at 7:30 p.m.) 
 

We have some positive things going on at the Planetarium.  Marketing 
summer programs, as Gretchen said in her report, that van is ready to 
roll. The graphics look beautiful.  The company that did this was from 
Islip, MRJ Graphics.  They’re the original company that did the 
graphics, so they were able to match everything up, so it looks 
perfect.  The windshield is on order. That should be put in next week.  
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We’re working with the Legislature on doing a press release. That will 
be released by the Legislature and promote its unveiling at the 
Legislature next week. 
 
I think that covers most of the areas that I had to talk about tonight.  
Any questions? 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
As far as the windshield, I might be able to get somebody to put that 
in for free. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The company that was used was Hicksville Spring and Brake -- 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
That’s a friend of mine, so I can call him and see if he can — 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s a pretty competitive price. I can’t remember the name of the 
company that’s doing – 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
The guy’s name is Bill Brown.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I think that’s the person – 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
I can call him and ask him to do us a favor. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Great.  We found the windshield just through word of mouth.  I ran 
into somebody that has an RV that has replaced several windshields 
and put them in touch with Duncan Systems out in Indiana.  They 
have 65,000 windshields in stock.  Hicksville Spring and Brake actually 
called them and priced them here, priced the windshields out there, 
and it was to our advantage to have it shipped here. We’re saving 
about $400 on the windshield.  That’s a good ending to a problem that 
we didn’t expect. 
 
(Dr. Gittelman & Dr. Rogers entered the meeting at 7:34 p.m.) 
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The van is also out here in the parking lot, so after the meeting 
tonight, you’re welcome to go through the RV and see the inside and 
see what it’s like. 
 
That’s the end of my report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
One question that I had -- you might have covered this, and I was 
reading something, but just in terms of the promotion for the schools, 
have we considered doing a free Teacher Day? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That would be December 5.  That would be a free Teacher Day.  That’s 
a Saturday. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’m sorry; I was probably reading something when you said that.  
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It will be cookies and coffee.  I guess I had it down for December 1 but 
that’s subject to change depending on what’s going on here.  We’d like 
to do it early December, which we can.  The later we do it in 
December, the more problems we have with vacations and things like 
that.  Ideally the first Saturday of December will be the day we could 
do it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good, thanks.  Now that we have a quorum – hi, guys. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Sorry, we were late. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Can I have a motion to accept the previous meeting minutes? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Motion. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  That’s approved.  (Vote:  11/0/0/4  Absent:  
Mr. Dujmic, Mr. Glascock, Mr. Melore & Mr. Rodriguez) 
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President’s Report, I think we should start out, especially now that we 
have something called Duncan Systems, we’re going to start out with 
the Conflict of Interest Statement.  There was an issue that was 
brought up by the Better Business Bureau that also affects our ability 
to apply for grants.  We want to make sure that we have our “i”s 
dotted and our “t”s crossed.  
 
One of the things that we apparently were missing is the signed 
Conflict of Interest Policy Statement from each of our Board Members.  
Each of you has one there. If you wouldn’t mind – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Excuse me, but we have to adopt this first. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Oh, okay, we have to adopt this first? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I thought it was more of a press – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Well, it is. We have a – with the Better Business Bureau we have until 
July to get certain documents in, and one of them is this Conflict of 
Interest. The other is an annual report, which we do have a draft 
Annual Report that we’re working on.   
 
I checked this out, and this question had come up before about 
Conflict of Interest. We have no written policy, to the best of my 
knowledge and to the best that I was told.  We did a draft Conflict of 
Interest Statement, but I think it’s important for you to review it, 
digest it, come back next month and see if we can adopt it.  If we 
have any changes, we can do that with the Board. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
If we’re doing that, do you think we need to run this by Suffolk County 
Counsel? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
We have a couple of attorneys on board. We can run it through Suffolk 
County, but I think we’re on board and we’re our own governing body. 
I think we should be able to come up with a Conflict of Interest that 
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satisfies the Board’s desires. It puts the policy in writing and it’s clear 
and understood by everybody. But I think it’s important that the 
various attorneys that are on board reviewed this, and from their 
perspective, we decide what is suitable and proper for this Board. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
So we’ll review this over the next month, and at the next meeting we’ll 
vote on the document.  If we need to make any changes, we can do 
that before we adopt it.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We have bylaws.  They have a Conflict of Interest Statement in the 
bylaws.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
But I think we need a statement that’s signed by Trustees. 
 
MR. MULE: 
It is a fiduciary obligation that Board Members, if there’s a conflict, it is 
covered.  But to have a policy doesn’t –  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It’s each member acknowledging that policy. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I have a copy of the bylaws, which I will distribute to the Board 
Members. Maybe those two documents together – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I would hate to see one conflicting with the other. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We will review this during the month, and we will vote on it at the next 
meeting.  But so that we can vote on it, if we can collaborate via 
email, now that we all have this information, that would be great.  Any 
changes that are suggested we will collaborate over emails so that we 
can vote on it.  We need to vote on it in the June meeting. 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
That way we could vote on it at the next meeting. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
It needs to be done by July.  Okay, good. 
 
I spoke with Noel Gish about the location of what I’m affectionately 
calling the Noel Memorial Bench – just memorializing his service.  I’ve 
used that term with him, too, so it’s okay.  He feels that it should be in 
any place where the staff or the Board feels it would benefit the 
institution.  He doesn’t have a favorite location. If anybody wants to 
give that any thought, certainly from the staff, if they want to give us 
some feedback, that would be good.  If Peter could let us know where 
these people want to take a little break here and there, let’s make a 
decision on that by the next meeting as well.  If there’s anybody, 
Gretchen, who would  like to design the inscription or write the 
inscription 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Sure. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Since you worked with him so closely. I’d appreciate if you could do 
that, and hopefully we’ll have that in by the Clam Bake. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
How big of a plaque is it? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I think the plaque can be  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We have the exact dimensions somewhere. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
And it varies depending how large your inscription is. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We should be concise. 
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
He didn’t spare us any words. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
This is true, especially if you got any of his emails. 
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MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
I could work that into the inscription.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The most important thing in the President’s Report that I’d like to talk 
about is we were supposed to have last week but we wound up having 
it prior to this meeting is the meeting with the cell tower people.  We 
do want to move forward on that project to the extent that the next 
thing we need to do is hold that other public meeting that we 
promised.  We are setting that date tonight. The meeting is going to 
be in lieu of our July 18 Board meeting. We are looking at one of two 
locations.  Peter is going to check on the fire house, which is choice 
number one. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
That should be no problem. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We’ll make sure that we have hand-outs for people and enough 
information so that we can have a better, more productive public 
meeting than we had the last time around.  That’s going to be July 18.  
The following Board Meeting, which is August 20, this Board will vote 
on that cell tower project.  That’s our time frame, we’re moving in that 
direction on that.   
 
One thing that we did discuss then, and I’d like to suggest now, is 
because that July 18 meeting is going to be in lieu of our Board 
Meeting, I’d like to suggest that maybe we, as a Board, can meet at 
6:00 prior to that 7:00 Public Meeting.  If there are things that we 
need to discuss, and we can take care of them then.  Or if you just 
want to have it after the meeting, we can do that too, but I think we 
could probably be a little distracted by then.  Is everybody okay with 
the 6:00 pre-meeting? 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
In regards to the August meeting, you were saying the 20th. I think it’s 
the 15th. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes, I believe it was the 15th. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
I’m sorry, the 15th.  The August meeting is when we will have the vote 
on the cell tower. That will be our regular meeting.  There’s not going 
to be any public hearing that night. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Are there any written reports on the cell tower specifics or things I 
should know when answering questions?  Is there a time that I can 
meet with someone that can explain things to me so that I can answer 
questions? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think the idea is for us as a Board Member not to be out there 
making statements and pre-judging what’s going to happen. I think 
the idea of the hearing -- and I don’t want to call it a hearing, I’ll call it 
a meeting -- is that we give the cell tower people and the experts the 
opportunity to present their facts and figures to the public.  Then the 
public has an ability to address those experts – not necessarily the 
Board. We are there to really listen to the public and the experts in 
terms of helping our decision.  I don’t think that we should be out 
there trying to pre-answer any of the questions. I think that’s what the 
public meeting is there for. 
 
MR. MULE: 
To follow up on that, is there information that we have as newer Board 
Members that we could look at to educate ourselves as to where we 
are in the process? 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
We’re still going to have to vote on it.  I’m going to need to know how 
I feel about it because whether I’m against it or not I still need to – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I just don’t know what kind of material – I really haven’t been given 
any materials. I don’t think we can distribute the contract to 
everybody, although I’m not sure about that. 
 
MR. MULE: 
Is there any reason why not? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I don’t know. It’s a good discussion. 
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MR. GUNTHER: 
There’s no reason why members of the Board can’t look at a copy of 
the contract, but as far as the hand-outs, we should be able to go back 
to the cell tower company and ask them to make up three or four-
page packets, a diagram of what it looks like with the dimensions and 
stuff, so that each member is able to take a look at it and be able to 
form a decision. 
 
MR. MULE: 
You said there are different locations.  Do we have the potential 
locations?  Do we have that? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
There’s really only one location that’s included in the contract.  That’s 
been vetted and it was included in the prior contract process.  But I 
will work with them to see if we can get a package together.  They are 
going to do another visual test because one of the requirements of  
CEQ was that there were no pictures taken from the visual impact of 
the historic area of the mansion to the tower. 
 
They are coming back with a crane.  They’re going to be doing those 
tests again, too.  It might take me a little while to get everybody that 
package until they complete that process. Again, they have done this 
before.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Just one thing for Michele, and not to answer your question or to 
speak for you, but it’s very difficult to get into a conversation with 
somebody about the specifics of the cell tower because, I mean, the 
basic height and the location is a very easy thing for us to do.  But 
when it gets into the specifics, people ask some really different 
questions.  There’s never the right answer for them that you can give.   
 
That’s why it’s better off if we have the public hearing, to let the cell 
tower people give them all the answers that they have, if any 
questions are presented, they can answer them properly.  Instead of 
us – if I make a statement, I know that I’ll probably say the wrong 
thing.  It’s better off for those people to speak and answer all the 
questions. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
I was just thinking that if people don’t go and they know I’m on the 
Board and they ask me things, at least I might have some information. 
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I’m sure people are concerned about their health or safety.  Without 
getting into the specifics – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, Peter brings up a good point. That’s probably the policy of our 
Board anyway when it comes to anything with people asking questions 
about – that we should speak with one voice, so it should either be the 
President or the Executive Director who is answering those questions 
certainly on an official basis.  That’s a great point of when it comes 
time for the Board to make a decision, we’ll make sure that you’re 
given a package with all of that information prior to us having that 
August meeting. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Okay. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Hopefully in the public meeting that will take place, those questions 
where people weren’t able to attend, hopefully you’re able to get those 
types of answers from that meeting. I’m hoping it’s going to be a 
much more positive process than it was, from what I understand, than 
the last one was.   
 
MR. MULE: 
Could we get some type of at least preliminary back-ground 
information at the next meeting so we have something to look at at 
the next meeting?  We could then come back in July and at least we’d 
have some factual basis for knowing what’s going on. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’ll gather whatever I can. They haven’t committed to exactly how 
they’re going to do that.   
 
MR. MULE: 
It doesn’t matter if it’s the new one or not.  Whatever we have 
available that is somewhat informative prior to that meeting.  As a 
new Member, I want to have some facts available. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Do we have the contract? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’m going to look into that and make sure that it’s appropriate to 
distribute.  I know on the catering contract side, it’s not, at this point 
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in time, because it’s still in some flux.  I’m not sure that’s true with – 
let me try to get some guidance from the County as to what 
information we can put out there or not. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Certainly, you wouldn’t expect a Trustee to vote on a contract if they 
can’t read it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Absolutely, but that’s in August.  People are asking for that now, and 
I’m not sure it’s appropriate now. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
No, I meant for June. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The vote is in August. We’re certainly not going to ask anybody to vote 
in August on something that they have not reviewed. I want to just 
get some guidance from the County to make sure it’s appropriate at 
this point in time. 
 
In terms of the President’s Report, that’s it. I have some old business, 
which is really some new business.  We were going to try to convene a 
Neighbor Committee, and things got a little crazy last week.  What I’d 
like to do tonight is to set a time and a date for that.  I believe 
Michele, Michael, Steve, Peter, Betsy and myself were going to be on 
that Neighbor Committee.  Peter did provide the list. I really haven’t 
gotten a chance to look at that. 
 
MR. GUNTER: 
I have to review that again.  There are a few streets that we have to 
take off, but it’s all in tact. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’d like that meeting to be, first, a formative meeting of what we want 
the Neighbors Committee to do. I think there are certain things, such 
as, do we want to form a committee with neighbors on it, 
representatives from the community?  Those are the types of things 
I’d like to discuss.  It would be a formative meeting of that committee, 
and we’ll figure out exactly how we want to move forward with that.   
 
Next week, and excluding Wednesday, because it didn’t work last 
week, what works for you guys?  I’m guessing, is it better to do it in 
the evening?   



 20

MR. MULE: 
For me either around this time or early morning is always good for me. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Either is good for me. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
That’s a holiday weekend. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
We could do it Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
But he said no Wednesday. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Monday or Tuesday. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
What time frame? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’m an early bird. 
 
MR. MULE: 
I guess eight o’clock or before eight o’clock. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Either that time or this time. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, what’s the preference? 
 
MR. MULE: 
I prefer mornings. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Let’s figure eight o’clock on Tuesday.  Does anybody else have any old 
business to discuss?  New business? 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I have a question.  I should know this because I’m supposedly the 
Treasurer, but the income from the tenants from Normandy Manor,  
where does that show in the March Treasurer’s Report? 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
It doesn’t show on the March Treasurer’s Report, because they paid in 
advance for February.  Their security deposits and first month’s rent 
was paid in February.  You’re right, it does not show up in March. It 
will show up next in April. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
What line does that fall under? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That’s a good question.  I don’t see it in here.  I’ll get back to you on 
because it was $11,000.  It’s not in any of those lines.  Other general 
was the deposit on the car.  The endowment is the endowment.  I’ll 
have to check with our bookkeeper. It’s not obvious where that money 
is.  That does go into the General Operating Fund.  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Are there any other questions?  Old business? 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
The uniforms we spoke about the last time – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Good question on the uniforms.  Not only are we doing it for security 
but other staff are receiving shirts.  They will have uniforms. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Thank you, Lance. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Any other questions?  New business?  Before we move to adjourn, I 
just want to point out, especially since we do have some daylight 
hours here, we moved the mobile classroom – if you noticed when you 
were coming in – to the front parking lot.  If you guys on your way out 
want to just take a look/see in there, I think it would be a good thing 
for you to see because we’re getting ready to get that on the road. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Along those lines, I got here early today. I took some photos of the 
bus, and I’ll email a couple of low res images to you. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
What’s the plan for the Director’s Home after Legislator Spencer 
moves out of there? 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
The Curator’s Cottage?  I don’t know that we have a direct plan other 
than education purposes. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
On the short-term our site use person is moving in there.  Having her 
in the planetarium while that’s under construction is not ideal for 
meeting the public.  So she will move over there. Stephanie Gress, our 
Curator, has work that she needs to do on specimens.  We’ll give her 
some space over there.  Education would also use that.  There are a 
number of uses for it. We’re anxious to have that open up.  We do 
need it now, especially that Normandy is not being used for normal 
museum business.  We do need that, as well as the planetarium being 
down.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
If there isn’t any other new business, can I have a motion to adjourn? 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Motion.   
 
MR. ARMSTRONG: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  Thank you all for coming.  (Vote:  11/0/0/4  
Absent:  Mr. Dujmic, Mr. Glascock, Mr. Melore & Mr. Rodriguez.) 
 

(Mr. Rona Beattie adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.) 
 

RB/ap 
 


