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A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of 
Trustees was held in the Lancaster Room, Centerport, New York, on 
March 21, 2012. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Ronald A Beattie– President 
Gretchen Oldrin Mones – 2nd Vice President 
Betsy Cambria – Treasurer 
Kevin Peterman– Secretary 
Dr. Steven Gittelman – Trustee 
Peter Gunther - Trustee 
Dr. William Rogers - Trustee 
Thomas Glascock – Trustee 
Mr. Anthony Guarnishelli - Trustee 
Lance Reinheimer – Interim Executive Director 
Lorraine Vernola – Staff 
Robert Pilnick – Resident 
Michele Gegwich 
Ann Marie Pastore - Stenographer 
 
Excused Absence: 
Joseph Dujmic – 1st Vice President 
 
Absent: 
Duncan Armstrong 
Rodney Rodriguez 
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(Mr. Ron Beattie called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m.) 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We’ll call the meeting to order.  Please stand for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 

(SALUTE TO THE FLAG) 
 

Welcome to the Vanderbilt Meeting for March. Would anybody at this 
time like to make a public address to the Board?  Okay, the previous 
meeting minutes, can we have a motion? Wait, we can’t vote on that 
yet.  We’re still waiting for a quorum.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Here’s Kevin now. 
 

(Mr. Kevin Peterman entered the meeting at 7:21 p.m.) 
 

MR. BEATTIE: 
There we go. We have a quorum. Can I have a motion to approve the 
previous meeting minutes? 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
I’ll make a motion. 
 
MR. GITTELMAN: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We have a motion and a second.  Without objection, it has passed.  
(Vote:  8/0/0/7  Not Present:  Mr. Glascock.  Absent:  Mr. 
Dujmic, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Rodriguez, Mr. Lelore & Mr. Mule.) 
 
Committee Reports, Treasurer’s Report.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
There are two pages for the Treasurer’s Report. I’d just like to put on 
the record that the longer sheet saying “Suffolk County Vanderbilt 
Treasurer’s Report for the Year Ending 2012” reflects the adopted 
budget as the County Legislature adopted the budget. This is not the 
plan that was submitted by the museum.  When they went through 
they made adjustments to the numbers to make them balance and to 
basically get to a number.  It really doesn’t reflect our business plan 
that we submitted. It’s short by several hundred thousand dollars.   
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The County adopted budget has this budget in it.  The feeling is that 
this reflects the adopted budget as approved by Suffolk County, even 
though it’s not our business plan.   
 
The interesting part to point out is that we received revenue of 
$11,092. For the most part, that reflects what we received from rental 
of Normandy Manor.  That would be the one month’s security, plus a 
month’s rent.  The people moved in there effective March 1, but they 
physically moved in there last week. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Lance, excuse me, but can we get copies of that? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
This? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes, I can’t find it in my packet. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
It should be separate.  Here’s a copy. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  I appreciate it. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The Treasurer’s Report also reflects $60,000 we’re receiving from the 
endowment with the planetarium offline and with limited admissions 
for museum tours and grounds’ passes.  We’re getting $60,000 from 
the endowment during this period of time. 
 
Right now Hotel/Motel Tax, we have to sign another contract with the 
County to start that again for 2012.  The County Executive’s Office is 
in the process of working on that contract.   
 
I submitted all the paperwork that they needed to expedite it.  We’re 
now just waiting until they can get the contract together.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Any other questions on the Treasurer’s Report?  Okay, 
Education and Exhibits.   
 

(Mr. Thomas Glascock entered the meeting at 7:25 p.m.) 
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MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
Our most exciting news for staff is that work has begun in the 
planetarium to prepare for the installation of the new star projector.  I 
imagine Lance will be telling you much more about planetarium 
developments.   
 
In preparation for the re-opening, Lorraine and Dave continue working 
to rewrite existing programs to update them with the new technology.  
Many new programs will come with the star projector, but the main 
focus is to ensure our school program offerings address New York 
state standards. 
 
Beth, our Manager of Museum Education, has begun work on the 
2012-2013 Education Brochure. Although planetarium information will 
be included in the brochure, it’s expected to be less specific than usual 
until the new programs have been tried and selected. 
 
Also, staff continues to work on the curriculum that will be offered by 
the Traveling Exhibit.  Information about that curriculum  and 
procedures to reserve this exciting new traveling teaching exhibit are 
on the website with additional material only a click away. 
 
Of course, all of our programs expect to benefit by another exciting 
development – the acquisition of a new on-line ticketing and 
management system – Blackbayd, whose capabilities are phenomenal.    
It’s the same system used by Lincoln Center and the Newport 
Preservation Society.  There’s the possibility that the new system 
could be in use before the planetarium re-opens and in time for new 
fall bookings. 
 
Winter Break started out really well – helped, no doubt, by Newsday 
and several local newspapers featuring Presidents’ Week activities.   
 
Attendance at the workshops was good.  The projects were clever, 
crafty and much appreciated.  It’s hoped that Spring offerings will be 
equally successful. 
 
Overall attendance was encouraging.  There were 460 mansion tours 
this Winter Break as compared to 292 tours over the 2011 Winter 
Break. 
 
The brand new exhibit on Yellin’s ironwork featuring the weathervane, 
as well as the Lincoln letter and the Washington portrait, were some of 
the exhibits featured for the Winter Break. 
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Painting conservator, Alex Katlin, continues to make on-site visits to 
begin photographs and treatment reports for upcoming grant 
applications.  This will eventually lead to a new exhibit or program 
featuring some of the unique artwork collected by Vanderbilt. 
 
Dale Spencer, from the Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society, has been 
a regular visitor to the archives.  He is researching records pertaining 
to the Long Island Motor Parkway and the Petit Trianon.   
 
Recently the Port Jefferson Center included photos of the Petit Trianon 
as part of an exhibit on Lake Ronkonkoma.  If you go on-line you will 
find interesting materials such as the menu for the opening day and 
the invitation that he sent out to people who had come along Motor 
Parkway and there.   
 
Eventually it became a hotel.  Unfortunately, it burned down in the 
1950’s.  I’ll pass around the menu and the invitation because in those 
days you could get a petit filet mignon for $1.  It’s interesting in that 
respect.  I’ll pass that around now. 
 
Finally, once again, kudos to Lance and to staff, especially Peter and 
Tim for their meticulous work to restore and prepare Normandy Manor.  
I was lucky enough to get a tour by Lance and am so impressed with 
the care and the effort that went into making Normandy Manor the 
best I have ever seen.  Once, again, another good job.  Thank you, 
Lance.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Thank you. 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
That’s the end of the report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  Thank you, Gretchen.  Any questions for Gretchen?   
 
Okay, Development Report.  You have packets that were assembled in 
terms of some of the materials that have been put together for 
sponsorship levels.  These packets are available to any of the Trustees 
who want to go out there and raise some money for the Vanderbilt.   
 
Corporate sponsorships, chair information, all that information is here.  
If you would like more, just please let us know, and we will give you 
as many copies as needed, so that we can raise money. 
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The most important thing in terms of raising money that we really 
have to do immediately -- if we’re going to make any impact at all -- is 
to raise money to renovate the planetarium lobby.  Everybody here is 
very familiar with my characterization of the $3 million projector and 
the old lobby as being lipstick on a pig.  We want that to be the wow 
factor when people come in.  We know that once they get in to see the 
projector, there’s going to be a wow factor.  We know that, but we 
want them to have that wow factor.   
 
Toward that end, the system that Gretchen mentioned in the 
Education Report is also applicable to really all operations within the 
Vanderbilt, including the new ticketing system and also a system that 
actually actively tracks campaigns that we’re running to raise funds, 
etcetera.   
 
It’s got tremendous capabilities to find data that’s in there.  If you 
know that a particular visitor comes back all the time for a particular 
kind of program, and we’re going to do that program again, it will 
create a marketing campaign to bring that person back in again.  
Hopefully, it will increase their visitations up to and including 
memberships as we continue to work with them.  That’s in the 
process.  Again, the visitor experience within the planetarium with the 
lobby is all the more important. 
 
David and Lorraine, on their own time, I understand -- before the 
demolition started on the planetarium – were able to get a few key 
pieces of the old projector so that we can use that and prominently 
display that in the new lobby.  We thank Lorraine and Dave for that.  
Please relay that to him tomorrow when you see him. 
 
I think it’s very important for us to be able to show what the old 
technology was like while the new one is operating. 
 
Finally, on the Development Report, the Vanderbilt Cup Marathon is 
still in process.  I have a draft somewhere of the project plan that I’m 
working on with the County.  If anybody isn’t aware of the initiative, 
we’re hoping on October 7 – similar to what Gretchen was talking 
about before – to have a new Vanderbilt Cup but as a marathon that 
runs the entire length of the Vanderbilt Motor Parkway from Lake 
Ronkonkoma the entire length of the Vanderbilt Motor Parkway and 
then finishing here with a big festival.   
 
Hopefully that will coincide with the new projector, as well.  The 
visitors that are here to cheer on their loved ones who are out on the 
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course can go and see planetarium shows, mansion tours, etcetera, 
while that’s going on. 
 
We also are planning now, and it’s adding to it, a marketing thing that 
I didn’t anticipate but some other marathon runners pointed out to 
me.  We were originally planning on having it October 7 because it’s 
approximately a month before the New York City Marathon.  There are 
a lot of people who don’t win the lottery to get into the New York City 
Marathon that want to run a marathon in the New York area.     
 
We have kind of a competitive advantage there. There are some other 
locals, like Atlantic City for one, that also does that trying to get that 
market.  But we’re hoping that people can just come out on the Long 
Island Rail Road for a one-hour trip. They could get off at 
Ronkonkoma, and it will take them to the start line and have a whole 
day experience here.   
 
The thing that I wasn’t anticipating and that we’re adding in is a half 
marathon.  I didn’t realize that with half marathons, there are a lot of 
people who would want to do a half marathon as training for the New 
York City Marathon, if we added that.  So we’re looking into the 
logistics of adding that in because we think we could get some of the 
more competitive runners from the New York City Marathon to use this 
as training. 
 
That’s it on the Development Report, unless anybody has a question. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I just wanted to bring up a point. There was an article in the Wall 
Street Journal that many were not comfortable with.  I think – and you 
have to understand the institution a little bit better and maybe we 
could avoid that kind of bullet for the future.   
 
When we went for accreditation at the American Association of 
Museums, we positioned this institution as an eclectic collection 
created by a Vanderbilt, somebody Gold Coast with super money.  We 
did not position this as a collection of artifacts that was organized 
thematically or certainly against modern standards.  It’s a hard 
concept.   
 
The American Association of Museums not only bought it but they 
loved it.  What they’re looking at is a museum of museums.  When we 
bring unfamiliar reporters here who aren’t familiar with the lexicon  of 
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the place, and they don’t get a second lick at them because they’re 
going to write the article before we talk to them again.   
 
Either you have to have a second lick or at some point in your 
introduction you have to say, “What’s special about this place is that 
it’s a time capsule, not only of each artifact here having been 
preserved from the 1930’s, but also that it represents the eclectic, 
shall we say, un-school approach of a non-assuming fellow who had 
tons of money.  It’s a museum of a museum.  It was old technology 
when the Vanderbilt assembled it.”   
 
The American Museum of Natural History didn’t want what Vanderbilt 
collected.  They weren’t doing it this way, even in 1930.  We have to 
be who we are, and maybe we can avoid the kind of criticism that we 
got.   
 
This is showing the best of Gold Coast.  This is showing what money 
can do.  This is not necessarily a modern exhibit.  It’s not supposed to 
look like or feel like it.  He really walked away with the impression that 
he was going to see modern museum technology at its best.  Of 
course, he was disappointed.  We need to remind them what it is and 
what our mission is.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Steve said it very graciously.  I think that we’re all appalled by the 
article that was written. I know there are different ideas to answer 
things like that and not to answer things like that because you open 
Pandora’s Box when you start paddling things back and forth with a 
publication like that.  Steve, like I said, said it so graciously.  Can we 
put something like that together in a letter and send that to them as 
an editorial? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That had been considered.  Lance, can you confirm that the correction 
was – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I have not seen the correction.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I was going to discuss this in the President’s Report, but we can do it 
now because there were a couple of things certainly belittling our 
collection the way she did.   
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I thought it was ironic that the endowment took a hit from Wall 
Street’s misdeeds and the Wall Street Journal put an article together 
like that.  I wasn’t there.  She spent a few hours here, and maybe 
Lance can talk about how the tour went with her.   
 
I was interviewed on the phone. I probably spent just under an hour 
with her.  None of what I thought were salient points that I brought 
up, which were the facts -- that we have to come up with private 
money to do things like the lobby because I want to do a major 
commercial to get somebody in to help us do the lobby.  That was my 
main talking point with her.  The only thing she put in was that we 
can’t count on the County for this.  They’re a half of billion dollars in 
the hole that we now know.   
 
The most important thing on the record, I think, and Steve brought up 
some great points, is that we are museum of a museum.  That should 
be part of our shtick, is I think what you’re saying, Steve, in the PR 
world.   
 
The other thing is that it was implied that we sold a part of the 
collection when we sold the 1937 Chrysler.  We understand that that 
was the collection that was going to be in the World Street Journal.   
We don’t know if it actually was in there, but it’s important to put on 
the record because five years ago when we started to have financial 
difficulties, there were people calling for us to sell the mummy.  We 
cannot sell the mummy.  We cannot sell any part of the collection.  
The 1937 Chrysler was never an accessioned item in the collection.  
That’s why we were able to sell it on the market. 
 
That’s important to put on the record. If anyone is questioning 
whether we can go out and sell anything else, the Lincoln letter or 
whatever, we can not.  They are part of the collection.    
 
Lance, did you want to comment? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, I do.  You’re right, Steve, about a museum of a museum.  When I 
bring people on campus here, if it’s possible and 90 percent of the 
time it is, Stephanie does the tour.  Stephanie is very professional.  
She knows this place inside and out.  She always stresses that this is a 
museum of a museum, and this is a collection of Mr. Vanderbilt and his 
travels around the world.   
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Stephanie took the reporter through the mansion and through the 
dioramas.  She saw the museum from the curator’s eyes. We did the 
best that we could to give her – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I know.  Stephanie mentioned that. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I was with her.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Did she mention that? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, she mentioned that this is a museum of a museum.  That’s part of 
her normal tour.  She talks about that.  When she takes people on the 
tour, she leads the tour.  We gave her an excellent tour of our 
museum, of the mansion, of the collections.  We went over the car.  
She did not want to see the car.  She misunderstood the car.   
 
When I spoke to her about her mistake, she didn’t even understand 
the mistake.  I had to talk to her twice to say, “No, it’s not that we 
didn’t get a lot of press on the car.  The point was that you were 
wrong.  It was not part of the collections.”  She thought we were 
concerned because she didn’t write about the car.  Not that the car 
was not part of the collection.  She had a lot of misunderstandings.  
 
I thought from being on the tour with Stephanie that we gave her the 
best picture of this place as a museum, as an eclectic collection of this 
rich individual that went around the world and developed and made his 
own museum in his mind’s eye.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Lance, if you didn’t tell me all that, and I didn’t speak to you on the 
phone and I was a regular person reading that article, I’d say that was 
a hit piece and somebody put them up to it.  That’s what I got out of 
that article.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
You’re not alone.  A lot of people felt the same.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, absolutely.  You’re not alone in feeling that way. 
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MS. CAMBRIA: 
But the point is, have you rebutted it? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
You really don’t have a forum to rebut it. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Write a letter to the Editor. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
It won’t get published or they may take out a snippet and put it an 
inch high in a corner of the press. The other thing is, this reporter may 
come back.  I’m not so sure I would waste the time to do a rebuttal 
and piss them off.   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
You’re right.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I was dealing with the press with this museum for almost 20 years.  
Sometimes you just have to bite your tongue.  I did not know that 
Stephanie made the points, so I just wanted to bring that up. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Excellent point on your part.  It should be on the record of what this 
museum is and to correct the record from the Wall Street Journal.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I was upset like the rest of you. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I felt like I was punched in the stomach. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Should we at least go on the record with a letter? 
 
DR GITTELMAN: 
You know what?  It’s kind of like if you’re going to go on the record 
with a letter, they can snip and cut out the accreditation, which gives 
us accolades to sticking to our mission and that’s the way we do it.  
But it might piss them off, and she’ll come back and do a hatchet job 
again next time again.   
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MR. BEATTIE: 
I was worried about our constituency and the people who have 
appointed us and any – 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
If somebody from the Legislature reads that, they’ll probably say, 
“What the hell is that about?” 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Exactly.  I think that the point was made to them.  Lance made that 
point to them.  That’s why I wanted it on the record. I was going to do 
it at the President’s Report, but I’m glad you brought it up now. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
A time capsule is a time capsule.  It’s not necessarily organized by 
current thought. It shouldn’t be or it would be boring.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It’s a selling point of ours.  Some people just don’t understand 
“museumisms.”  I think I just made up a word, but certainly that was 
the case here.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Lance, did the Legislature have anything to say about that?  Or did 
they not even really know about it? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
No, I sent them the article.  Good news/bad news.  It’s important to 
communicate.  Along with the article, I did include a summary of what 
was inaccurate in the article, and I also shortly after that appeared 
before the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting concerning the 
resolution to sell the vehicle.  I made it very clear that we are not 
selling our collections. We have no intention of selling our collections.  
In fact, financially, even though the planetarium is down, with the help 
of the endowment and things that we’re doing, we’re in better shape 
than other museums.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Thank you, Lance. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Buildings and Grounds. 
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MR. PETERMAN: 
I don’t normally report every meeting but at the last meeting I took a 
pass, so I think it’s worth putting on the record for this month that 
there, of course, are continuing issues.   
 
Stephanie has reported that we have continuing issues.  In the marine 
museum there’s leakage from the roof compromising some walls.  The 
archives, there’s water dripping from the ceiling.   
 
Each rain storm the guide’s room the ceiling has an ongoing leak made 
much worse by the last storm.  There are pieces of plaster that are 
starting to fall.   
 
The Northport porch there’s some leaching of stone. The habitat 
there’s water leakage evident in several places.  The air conditioner 
isn’t working.  Peter said it may need to be fixed or replaced.   
 
Finally the Windsor bedroom the plaster wall has damage. The paint is 
bubbling from water leaking.   
 
That’s where we are.  Nothing has changed much.  Fortunately, it 
hasn’t rained as much as it has in the past, so I guess in one sense 
we’re lucky.  Hopefully with some of the capital projects we can start 
to fix some of these issues.  That’s where we are in Buildings and 
Grounds.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks.  Peter? 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Going along with that, if the public works project is going to be down 
the road, could we at least maybe caulk that roof to stop the water 
from going in? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Public works has been up on the roof.  As a matter of fact, they looked 
at the air conditioners, which they discovered were not attached to the 
roof and had moved under strong winds.  They are looking to correct 
that. They are looking to re-roof that building or to fix that building.  
There are appropriations for that.  We’re hoping that they move 
forward on that. 
 
To address what Kevin said about the air conditioning – is that the air 
conditioning in the Hall of Fishes or in the mansion? 
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MR. PETERMAN: 
Habitat. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Habitat, okay.  Also, Public Works was here recently to look at the 
HVAC controls in the mansion.  They’re coming back on Friday to look 
at them again.  They plan on fixing the controls here or replacing and 
upgrading the controls here, so that we can control the HVAC remotely 
through the internet.  They are using County project capital money for 
that.   
 
I just got an email today from the energy specialist because he asked 
me about the project and I told him we had no capital project that had 
that funding available.  He came back and said the County has money 
in a general Capital Project for all County buildings.  I can’t remember 
the exact cost of it.  It was somewhere around $35,000 to upgrade the 
controls for the mansion. 
 
While we’re on the subject of Buildings and Grounds and HVAC, since 
our last meeting, Public Works came through at our request to look at 
the HVAC in the planetarium.  We’re putting $3 million into the 
planetarium.  As you know from the last meeting, we haven’t had 
heat.  We have had problems with the HVAC.  They came through and 
assessed it and came back with a plan to replace the two boilers and 
to do associated HVAC upgrades.   
 
We put in a resolution that came before the Parks and Recreation 
Committee today for $300,000 that was passed out of committee.  
That will be voted on Tuesday.  I’m pretty optimistic that that will 
pass.  They will work on upgrading the planetarium in lock step with 
the other renovations.    
 
In addition to that, bathrooms will be done with one of our projects for 
ADA.  That kind of completes Kevin’s report on Buildings and Grounds.   
 
As you know, the planetarium renovations have started. The Goto is 
gone.  It’s out.  The seats are out.  The carpeting is out.  We just have 
a big dome, and they are starting to work on construction of the pit.   
 
I didn’t even get a chance to talk to Ron because I was informed today 
through Public Works that they are sketching out the schedule for the 
renovations.  It’s not as short as we were hoping.  The target – and 
it’s a very general target date – is November 15.  That’s as of today.  
Part of the discussion is why does it take Konica/Minolta so long to 
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install the equipment?  We don’t have that answer. They will be 
visiting here in the next two weeks.  But the way they are sketching 
things out it looks like November 15.   
 
I just wanted to say also on the record that Public Works has put forth 
a lot of resources.  This project is moving quickly.  There were ten or 
twelve contractors today at the meeting to discuss the staging and 
schedules and how things work together.  They are progressing this 
project, from what I can see, as quickly as they can.  So it’s just a 
case of going through all those stages.  
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
So Konica/Minolta is the hang-up? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I wouldn’t say they’re a hang-up, but they – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
A hold-up, I mean. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
The equipment, by the way, is on the way.  It will be here June 1.  
They have a way – they’re the experts.  That’s the other thing.  The 
contractors here do not specialize in planetariums.  Konica/Minolta 
does this all the time.  I’m sure that they know what they’re doing in 
terms of installing equipment. Their timeline – we just don’t, as non 
planetarium construction people – understand why it takes that long.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Six months? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Five months.  We think there may be training built into that timeline.  
We will find out when they come on campus in the next two weeks.  
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’d like to be part of that. I’m sure the rest of the Executive Committee 
would want to be part of that meeting, also. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I’ll let you know when the date is. I don’t have the exact date right 
now.   
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, that wasn’t good news.  Human Resources – Tom, I’m sure you 
haven’t had a chance to put that together yet.   
 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I don’t have a report, but I would ask that we can speak regarding 
what the framework for the committee should be.  Frankly, I’d like to 
get some people on the committee and try to do something where we 
can know what the rules are that we should operate by and have a 
good dialogue with the staff. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, very good.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Tom, I’d be more than glad to give you a hand on that.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Is there anybody else who would like to help Tom out on the Human 
Resources Committee? 
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
I’ll give you a hand on that, also. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Great.  Executive Director Report. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Aside from what I already said, I do have a couple of other things to 
address.  The tent is being set up the week of May 14.  It should take 
a week to put it up.  It will be ready by May 22.  It takes two days for 
the electricians.  It takes five days for New York Tent to put it up.  It’s 
an expensive piece of equipment. 
 
We purchased a new top this year.  We should have purchased it last 
year, but we purchased new sides.  The new top is $9,500.  
Installation is $8,400. That’s for New York Tent.   
 
If I recall from last year the electrician is like $2,500.  Right there is 
close to $20,000 before we make any money on it.  We do have five 
weddings booked already.   
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Since our last meeting, and actually yesterday, we had some good 
news.  The Dinosaur Society and the County settled on the dinosaurs.  
So provisions are being made for removing the dinosaurs.  This was an 
agreement that was worked out between the County and the Dinosaur 
Society, but it did involve, of course, the museum because the 
dinosaurs were here for ten years, thanks to Bill Rogers and Steve 
Gittelman.  Bill financed the construction of that building and his 
donation of $300,000 helped pay for that building and helped pay for 
some of the costs of that exhibit.   
 
As part of the settlement, the short story is the Dinosaur Society 
agreed amongst themselves of how to part ways.  One member is 
getting the actual dinosaurs in their present state.  They were 
damaged in the collapse of the building.  There was an agreement that 
the dinosaurs would be given to one party of the Dinosaur Society and 
the other two parties received the insurance settlement.   
 
Bill Rogers has graciously donated back that approximately $95,000 to 
the museum for planetarium renovations.  It was Bill’s vision to help 
us out with the planetarium renovations. I think we should give Bill 
credit.  He’s probably one of the – well, to my knowledge, he is the 
biggest donor on this Board.   
 
He has been here year after year. He has done a lot.  He did the 
$60,000 for the audio tours.  He did $300,000 for the Rogers Fund for 
the dinosaur building and for other needs of the museum.   
 
I think some of that money went towards operating budget needs 
when the museum was going some severe financial problems.  He got 
the museum through those problems.  Then to turn around and take 
the insurance settlement for the damaged to the dinosaurs and turn 
that back to the museum for the planetarium is a very generous gift.  
 
I personally thank you because it helps us get a little bit further down 
the road on the things that we need for the renovations, which is 
basically the seats.   
 
Right now if we didn’t have Bill’s donation, we’d be sitting on orange 
crates.  With Bill’s $95,000 and with the $35,000 we have raised to 
date, we have about $130,000 toward the planetarium renovations, 
which will pay for the seats, at least.   
 
It also pays for the Blackbayd for the first year, which is $22,000 for 
that subscription.  It’s not a license.  That’s a subscription, which 



18 
 

means we can have as many users as we want.  We don’t have to pay 
for upgrades. It’s a subscription. They base it on our budget size.  
Looking at that in comparison with other on-line ticketing programs, 
it’s reasonable and it’s very powerful.  It’s designed for museums.  It 
will work wonderfully for us.  
 
Bill, I thank you for your support and for your generosity.  That’s my 
report. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’m sure I speak for the Board that we all thank you very much for all 
you’ve done for many years.  You’re the one guy we can always count 
on, and we do appreciate it.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Thank you. 
 
DR. ROGERS: 
I’m still here.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
As part of that donation there’s money set aside to publish the book – 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That’s correct.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
So I’m just wondering if anybody will read it so that it could be 
published.   
 
MS. OLRDIN MONES: 
I’m still reading it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I’ll read it. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Sure, I’d appreciate that.  Anybody else who wants to read it, I’d 
appreciate it.  Just so we can all embrace it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That’s a good segue into the President’s Report.  First of all, I’d like to 
welcome our two new members, Anthony Guarnishelli and Michele 
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Gegwich.  Michele is not official yet, but she decided to take time out 
of her busy schedule to get a brief education.   
 
I gave you guys both the Charter and the Willie K. book.  I would 
suggest that you speak to Dr. Gittelman and make sure that he 
autographs it because he wrote it.  He wrote the book on Willie, we 
can safely say.  It’s good reading.   
 
Welcome, our new Board Members. There are two Board Members who 
weren’t able to make it because I don’t think anybody really knew that 
they were official yet.  We will hopefully be welcoming them at the 
next meeting.  Michael Mule and Stephen Melore, they had conflicts, 
and they weren’t sure that they were officially on yet.  Joe Dujmic, by 
the way, is ill, so he was not able to be here tonight.  He has an 
excused absence. 
 
Other than that, we have a decision to make on benches for Noel.  Do 
you remember the prices on each? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
If I could ask Lorraine to answer that question.  She did the research 
on these.  I think Lorraine can speak as to what the costs were for the 
benches. 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
Yes, I don’t see what you’re looking at, but there’s one bench that has 
a price tag of $149.  It’s last year’s model.  Then there is another one 
that has a curved back. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That says $300. 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
That’s $300.  That’s last year’s model.  That bench I purchased about 
three years ago from the same company.  That ran close to about 
$300. It might go on sale $249, but it’s not in stock.  It might be 
another month – less than a month, about three more weeks before 
the rest of the benches come in to this one place, then I can see the 
price for this year’s model.  That does not include the brass plaque. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Which is approximately $50, I believe. 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
It’s $50 to $75.   
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
It’s going to be Noel’s bench, why don’t you let him take a look at it, 
and let him pick it.   
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
Well, Lance worked with me when I showed him the bench that I 
bought in the garden.  This was for an employee that passed away.  
He liked that bench, to be honest with you.  As I said, it’s not in stock.  
He took great pride in it.  He would come and varnish it.  He really did 
like this bench. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Well then I don’t think there’s any question.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay, does anyone want to make a decision on it, or do we want to 
talk to Noel first? 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
We’re chipping in on this, right? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes.  Does anybody have a thought? 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
If we’re sure that Noel likes that bench, let’s just do it. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
If we’re confident that he likes it – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay.   
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
Can you tell, in terms of integrity, any significant difference amongst 
them? 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
Yes, the bench that I purchased, if you look at the structure, there’s a 
second beam going across the seat that made it stronger and less 
wobbly than the $149 bench. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Is everybody okay with that bench? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
That bench was less – 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
That was about $350, and they had it on sale for – I have to see what 
this year’s prices are, to be honest with you, and if it’s available.   
 
MS. OLDRIN MONES: 
And then we have to add $50 for the plaque. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, $50 to $75.   
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
The plaque is bronze. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
What do we want to do?  Do we need a motion on this? 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
I make a motion that we select – 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
The “Noel Bench?” 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
Yes, the “Noel Bench.” 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Yes, I’ll second that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection?  Okay, great.  (Vote:  9/0/0/6  Absent:  Mr. 
Dujmic, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Rodriguez, Mr. Melore & Mr. Mule.  
One vacancy.)  
 
We’ll let you know when all the bills come in. We will whack it up then. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I would like to say that I would also like to contribute so count me in, 
also.   
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Thanks.   
 
Toward the same thing also, per Steve’s suggestion at the last 
meeting, we have framed fishes for three Board Members who served 
– and I believe the criteria is – two years or more.  We have them for 
Anthony Pecorelli, Michael DeLuise and Noel Gish.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Do they have little plaques on them? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Yes, they a description on the back. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Stephanie did a great job on these. We thank her. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
This is the exclusive territory of Trustees.  Nobody else can get these 
fish.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
One question – how were these financed?   
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
I think just the museum – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Okay.  I didn’t know if we were paying for that, too. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I don’t know if we want to make a formal presentation of these or if 
you want me to just meet with each of those Trustees individually? 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
We were talking about press before, and the thought that was going 
through my mind at the time is no press is bad press.  I would use 
that for public relations. I would have pictures on the website.  Do a 
media release and something that profiles not only the museum but 
the Board Members that dedicated time to this Board and, frankly, the 
items that are depicted and how they’re related to the museum. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Good idea.   
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MR. PETERMAN: 
Along those lines, there should be some formal presentation.  On the 
record, I want to make a comment that Patrick is doing a great job on 
public relations. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Absolutely.  Alright, we’ll set that up.  We will probably do something 
in the courtyard.  I will let everybody know when that’s happening, if 
any Trustees would like to make it, they would be welcome. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
May I suggest something? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I’m really big on thanking people who have served on this Board, so I 
just need to say this.  One thing is that Noel worked with the 
Legislature. I worked with the Legislature.  You, too, Ron, have worked 
with the Legislature and will continue working with them.  You’ll see;  
it’s painful.   
 
I would like to get a resolution from the Legislature, at least a 
proclamation, and it could be from the local Legislator or from the 
Presiding Officer, and let the Legislature give it to them.  Let it be in 
front of the Legislature.  They served the Legislature.  They were 
appointees of the Legislature.  Let them know that the Legislature 
recognizes their excellence. I really think they deserve it.  Then get 
some press out of that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Okay.    
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Especially someone who serves as President. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
You would know a little bit about that. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes, 15 years. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Finally, the President’s Report. I just wanted to say that I met with the 
staff.  We had a pizza party in this room last week.  These people are 
special people, Lorraine included.  These are the people who stick with 
us without raises and the volunteers – day in and day out, they do the 
things that used to be done by many people.  They sit in places where 
they get rained on.  We have special people here.  The lunch I had 
with them – they have as much love for the place as we do.   
 
I just wanted you to know that I had the meeting. There was no real 
negative thing that came out of it.  Well, there was one negative thing 
that came out of it.  They know the realities that are here.  It shows 
what great people we are lucky to have.  I just figured I’d pass that 
on.   
 
Any other questions for me?  Do we have any old business to discuss?  
Any new business? 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I have a question.  Have we contemplated any kind of neighborhood 
reach-out program? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Oh, yes, I’m glad you brought that up.  We did.  At the last Board 
Meeting, we talked about a Neighbor Committee. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
I have to get that list together. I forgot about that. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I volunteered to head it up, but I’m hoping now that we have a lot 
more neighbors that – I don’t think anybody volunteered to be on the 
committee with me at the last meeting. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
No, I did. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
It’s an important thing for us. We have a lot of issues that are coming 
up, as everybody knows.  Whoever would like to be on that Neighbor 
Relations Committee, please let me know.  You’re nodding your head. 
 
MS. GEGWICH: 
Absolutely. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
Great.  Next month we can count on you. 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
I’d like to help out also on that committee.  I’m sorry. I let you down. I 
didn’t get that list for you.  I’ll make sure I’ll get that to you.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I probably wouldn’t have gotten to it anyway this month.  I’ve had a 
heck of a month.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
So what are we doing between now and next month? 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
We’ll try to get that group together.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We need to get some press out. One good way of getting press out is 
special exhibits.  Special exhibits can be very expensive, but there are 
some themes that we could put together very easily that would work.   
 
One of the things that we never did is put Willie in context.  It just 
turns out that his cousin Alfred went down with the Lusitania.  I know 
it’s not the Titanic, but it’s the Lusitania.  We could start to talk about 
Willie and his cousins.  Each one of them has a great story; 
photographs and images of them are very available and can be 
printed.  We could tell that story as an exhibit.   
 
Also, I have – and I used it when I did my first book signing – a really 
neat exhibit on the “Color of Vanderbilt Money.”  People love money.  
I’ve got Willie K. signed bonds from different railroads that they 
owned.  So I think you could blow them up and do an exhibit.  That’s 
how to get press coverage.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
That would be great.  We actually talked about another idea that I 
think you would be very helpful with, too.  It would be to increase 
awareness over the web, and that would be a Willie blog.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
They already have a poster of me in Newport. 
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MR. BEATTIE: 
But if Willie posts – you know his diary from his trips.  If on the 
anniversary of one of his entries in the diary – 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
That would be really cool.  It would be like him redoing his diary. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Let’s bring the guy to life.  Maybe he could talk and get us out of this 
mess. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Maybe he’ll show us where the treasure is. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We could put it into perspective and tell the story.  The graphics for 
this – we have everything we need. We just need to print it.  Printing 
the stuff is not hard.  Then we can post it.  It could be on poster 
board.  I have lots of it.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Could you take that on?   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes, I’d be glad to take it on.  But we have to be agreeable to do it.   
 
Who went down on the Titanic?  A lot of Willie’s friends and relatives 
who were cruising with that ship for the anniversary.  We could have a 
Titanic party.   
 
Cheap plug -- my second book is coming out. It’s about the Titanic.  It 
comes out on the 8th of April.  Put your life jackets on. There’s a 
chapter on Willie in there, too. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK 
You saying that reminded me of something.  There’s a book called, 
“River of Doubt,” which is about Teddy Roosevelt and his exploits 
about the Amazon River or the valley area after he was President.  It’s 
a phenomenal book, but it also describes what the world was like then.   
 
Now, people take trips on safaris. They bring their cameras, and it’s 
not as dangerous as it used to be.  But back then it was very 
treacherous.  They were going through areas that no one likely had 
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ever been.  The author talks about how quiet the jungle is. It’s quiet 
because everything is killing everything else.   
 
In any event, to relate this to Willie, he was traveling all over the 
world.  His exploits were tremendous.  They were not like taking a 
flight to wherever like you would today.  They were true explorations.  
To me, that’s interesting.   
 
If that type of information could be unveiled, I think that would thrill 
school children and adults alike. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We have a traveling exhibit, which is great, but a lot of these exhibits 
that we could put together could easily be traveling exhibits.  We had 
a book signing here for my Willie book, but we really never told the 
story after that.  We didn’t follow up on it.  And it’s our story. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I think – especially if we’re going to have more down time than 
anticipated with the projector – this is something that we should do. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We need filler.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Yes, we need to bring people in.  Can I have a motion to – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I just have one more question.  How do you propose to do this?  In a 
slide presentation? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
For example, “The Color of Willie’s Money,” is super fun because you 
can blow up big stock certificates this big and people will go up and 
read it and see numbers and pictures.  They’re beautiful.  Then I have 
the real stock certificates.  You could just put them in frames and put 
an explanation.  They could be just in the hallway kind of thing.  But 
you might get some press out of that.   
 
As far as the trips, you have 100 pictures in that book that – 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
But can’t you convert that into a show? 
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
Absolutely. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
I mean, that’s easy. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
It’s easy.  That’s what I’m trying to say.  We have that. We have the 
same thing on Alfred. We have the same thing with the trip around the 
world.  We have archives. We have an enormous collection of images.  
Let’s just start to make little exhibits and get some press.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
As you said, they can travel.  We can make arrangements with 
libraries.  
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
The book that we’re printing, that book should have 200 copies or 
hundreds of copies.  We can have an exhibit prior tied into that.  You 
can sell the book.  They’re supposed to raise money for the museum.  
My books sell for $40 a pop.  They’re on Amazon.  That’s where we sell 
them.  You can put the same book on Amazon.   
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
If we took a room like this and had your show going on here, people 
could sit here, as a break in the tour – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
You could do that, too.  Sure. Why not? 
 
MR. GUNTHER: 
Maybe a little power point or something. 
 
MS. CAMBRIA: 
Yes, that’s what I’m talking about. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
You can do more than that.  You can have more than a power point 
presentation.  These graphics are great.  This stuff is fabulous.  We 
need positive press to show we’re alive.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
I agree.   
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
We need press.  On top of that, and even though I wrote the book, I 
would love to do a book signing here again.  It is the sinking of the 
Titanic.  It’s about who owned the Titanic, really, and who built it.  It’s 
different, but I would love to do that. I don’t make any money off 
these books.  Total royalties are under $1,000 for life.  I would love to 
do it.  If we could sell books for the museum, I’ll give you copies of the 
book to sell.  Whatever you want to do.   
 
We’re not milking our intellectual assets.  I really don’t think we are.  
That’s understandable.  We’re in crisis.  But when you’re in crisis, you 
tend to look at just getting to the next day.  Let’s show them that 
we’re out there.  We’re educating the public.  We’re an asset.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Can I work with you on that? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Absolutely. I would love that.   
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Can I have a motion to adjourn?  
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Before we do, sorry I was a little late.  I don’t know if you spoke 
before about what happened today at the Legislature with Legislator 
Stern. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
No, I did not mention that.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Would you mind? 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
Sure. 
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
I happened to stop in there today because there was a Parks 
Committee meeting. I just happened to walk in at the time when 
Lance was – 
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MR. REINHEIMER: 
Lorraine and I went to the Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting 
today. I just happen to have a couple of pictures with me.  For those 
of you that are not aware, Legislator Stern has a very close connection 
to the Goto.  He remembers the plans, as he said today, on the 
kitchen floor and he would color them.  His father worked on the 
design of the Goto.  He has a special warm spot in his heart for the 
Goto and for the museum and planetarium, which is a good thing.   
 
For the past year while I was here and we were progressing to start 
the construction, I told him that I would do my best to get a widget 
from the Goto projector.  Lorraine and Dave went up there with their 
wrenches and pulled off a widget.  Here’s a picture of Legislator Stern, 
Legislator Horsley, Legislator Montano, Lorraine and myself.  In this 
picture, too, is Legislator Hahn.   
 
We presented at the Parks and Recreation Committee a picture, which 
Lorraine had done in the planetarium the last day that the Goto was 
standing in one piece. They had a friend come in, a professional 
photographer, who did layered photography.  This picture is absolutely 
gorgeous because it layers the different lights that are up-lighting on 
the Goto projector, and then in the background the streaming stars 
across the dome. It’s an absolutely gorgeous picture.  
 
Lorraine got permission from the photographer to print the picture. We 
presented it to Legislator Stern. He was not even aware that we had 
the widget or the picture. He was thrilled.  I’d like Lorraine to describe 
in the picture, and I will pass these around, it looks like Legislator 
Stern is holding a coffee cup.  That is not a coffee cup.  That is a part 
of the Goto projector that we presented to him. You can see that he is 
beaming in this picture.  Lorraine, can you tell us what that is that 
Legislator Stern is holding? 
 
MR. VERNOLA: 
This is a dial that represents orbital motion.  There are five axis on the 
Goto.  Orbital motion is your calendar year.  I would set the Goto for 
today’s date to show night-time stars.  Of course, we didn’t give him a 
working part because it’s broken. He was thrilled to have it.  I 
explained to him the importance of this.  If someone requested to go 
back in time to see what the stars looked like during any time period – 
going back to his birthday – so I showed him how we would set it and 
look at this dial. It’s really cool to look at.  He was very thrilled.   
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He was so thrilled to have such a great part of the museum, then the 
whammy came. I asked him for $400 for a chair and how many chairs 
would he like to sign up for.  He could have his name on it.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
And I believe that was on the record, too. 
 
MS. VERNOLA: 
That was on the record.  You know I’m calling him next week for his 
credit number.  The force is quite strong on our end. 
 
MR. REINHEIMER: 
And, also, an indication, like Ron had said about the staff and their 
dedication, Legislator Stern came here a couple months ago.   I know 
Lorraine was here and I believe Dave was here, also.  Dave and 
Lorraine, who are the planetarium gurus, or as I like to call them 
planetarium geeks, gave him a one-man tour or an individual tour with 
one of his sons.  They put on a personal little planetarium show 
showing the range and how the Goto projector works and what a 
planetarium show is.  Legislator Stern was very grateful for that.   
 
But I think that today was really the icing on the cake.  He didn’t 
expect it.  That’s the best part of this.  He really and truly was grateful 
because of this connection to his father. It was heartwarming to see 
his reaction of how much this star projector meant to him and his 
family.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Great job.  Very nice. 
 
MR. GLASCOCK: 
He was at a meeting – I invited him to a meeting about six months 
ago.  Afterwards, he came up to me and said, “Have you guys decided 
what you’re going to do with the projector yet?”  He explained to me 
his family connection and really displayed his interest and enthusiasm 
toward it. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Very good.  I’ll entertain a motion to adjourn.   
 
MR. PETERMAN: 
Motion. 
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MR. GUNTHER: 
Second. 
 
MR. BEATTIE: 
Without objection, thanks for coming.  Good meeting.  (Vote:  
9/0/0/6  Absent:  Mr. Dujmic, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Rodriguez, 
Mr. Melore & Mr. Mule.  One vacancy.)  
 

(Mr. Ron Beattie adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.) 
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