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A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees was 
held on March 7, 2002 in the Planetarium Lobby, Centerport, New York. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Dr. Steven Gittelman - President 
Gary C. Fischoff - 1st Vice President 
Michael Broxmeyer - 2nd Vice President 
Dr. Anthony Pecorale - Treasurer 
Marjorie Kossoy Fuhrmann - Secretary 
Edward J. Hahn - Trustee 
Bertram E. Seides - Trustee 
William Macchione - Trustee 
William Rogers - Trustee 
J. Lance Mallamo - Executive Director 
Zachary Studenroth - Staff 
Wendy O'Donohoe - Staff 
Rita Beckman - Staff 
Florence Ogg - Staff 
Mark McHugh - Staff 
David Bush - Staff 
Maryann Zakshevsky - Staff 
Stephanie Gross - Staff 
Elizabeth McQueeney - Staff 
Bill Dieck - Staff 
Leslie Tannen - Staff 
Ann Marie Pastore - Stenographer 
 
Absent: 
Carl Luecke  
R. Douglas Shaw  
Donna deLuca Periconi 
Susan LeBow 
Robert LaBua 
 
 
(Dr. Steven Gittelman called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m.) 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I want to thank all of our guests for joining us.  This is a regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum.  Do we have a list of 
guests in attendance? 
 
MS. PASTORE: 
Yes. 
 



DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to make a comment or ask 
a question of the Board of Trustees?  If not, let me just thank you for joining us.  
Marge, do you have a motion? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I have a motion that we accept the minutes of January 10, 2002, which you all 
should have received in the mail.  The only comment we have - well, let me get a 
second on the motion first. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
I'll second it. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Thank you.  The only comment is on page eight, about two-thirds of the way down.  
It says, "Betsy continues her work on the invertebrates, but it's being put to good 
use."  There is something missing there, but neither Betsy nor I remember what the 
phrase is that is missing.  Perhaps you remember.   
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Does it change the intent of the - 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
It doesn't if we eliminate that phrase, which is obviously out of place. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Then why don't you just - 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
I'd like to eliminate it.  I don't know if we can do that with verbatim minutes, though. 
 
 
MS. PASTORE: 
I'll go back and double-check the tape. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Also, I have a secretarial moment.  Did everyone receive the faxed copy of the 
corrected names, addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers and e-mail addresses 
that I sent about a month and a half ago?  Does anybody have any corrections to the 
corrections?  I have one.  Donna deLuca Periconi, the deLuca has a small "d."  I 
accidentally did it with a capital "D" in deLuca.  But other than that, no one has 
gotten back to me with anything.  Okay. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Then we have a motion to accept the minutes with the correction. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Yes. 
 
MR. MACCHIONE: 
Second. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 



It's already seconded. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  The minutes are approved.  (Vote:  8/0/1/5  
Abstained:  Mr. Fischoff.  Absent:  Mr. Luecke, Mr. Shaw, Ms. Periconi, Ms. LeBow & 
Mr. LaBua.) 
 
Public Relation's Report. 
 
MS. TANNEN: 
Good evening, everyone.  Out of respect for the fact that it's eight-fifteen, I'm going 
to make this brief.  The monthly media reports for both months, January and 
February, basically emphasized the activities that took place during the breaks.  Of 
course, there was a Christmas break and in February there was the winter break.  As 
I said, the emphasis was on these activities. 
 
For the February report, we have two videos that I believe Mark is going to be 
showing, again, emphasizing the activities that took place during the February break. 
 
 
VIDEO PRESENTATION:  8:17 - 8:22 P.M. 
 
 
             2/18/02  News 12 Winter break children's classes 
 
   2/19/02    News 12 Magic Show 
 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Is that it? 
 
MS. TANNEN: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Education and Exhibits, Marge. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
We have an accession request, which I just passed out to everyone.  It's a letter 
dated February 6, 2002.  We are requesting the accession of two yachting trophies, 
which have been found in the collection.  The description is given in the memo.  
Basically, one is a silver trophy.  Both are inscribed to William K. Vanderbilt for yacht 
series.   There are pictures of them on page two.  More interestingly, on page three 
there is an actual photograph of one of the trophies on the table in the house.  So we 
know that it was definitely here when he was here.  Page four is - excuse me, this is 
the dining room of the Alva and the trophy is on the table in the dining room of the 
Alva.   
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Do you want a motion? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 



I'm making a motion.  I'm getting there, Tony, trust me.  I'm making a motion that 
these two trophies be accessioned per Florence's memo to Lance. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
Second. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Thank you. 
 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  (Vote:  9/0/0/5  Absent:  Mr. Luecke, Mr. 
Shaw, Ms. Periconi, Ms. LeBow & Mr. LaBua.) 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
Could I just ask a question?  Was this stuff in the Museum on a shelf and nobody 
noticed that it wasn't part of the official - 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I wouldn't categorize it in that it was on a shelf and nobody noticed it.  In reviewing - 
in her ongoing role of reviewing the archives, she's also checking them against 
accession lists.  If she sees something that is not accessioned and definitely should 
have been, such as these trophies which we can document were here when William 
K. Vanderbilt was here, she makes these proposals that we approve the accession.  
But I wouldn't- 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
I meant, nobody cross-checked what was already in the inventory and accessioned 
versus what was on display for these particular items until recently. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I believe that's correct.  Florence, do you want to clarify that? 
 
MS. OGG: 
Several years ago - we have three inventories of what was out there, and that was 
on the list.  These were probably in a closet, but we know from the inscription and 
from the documentation that they were part of the original collection.  They were 
just never accessioned.  So what I would like to do is anything that I find, I would 
get everything that is - 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
But were these on display in the Memorial Wing? 
 
MS. OGG: 
They weren't on display.  They were in storage.  I think there is a very definite 
connection to Vanderbilt.  That's why we're comfortable accessioning these. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
Thank you all for voting for that.  Thank you.  Also, I'm just handing out to everyone 
a copy of the LIMA newsletter.  The next meeting of LIMA, Long Island Museum 
Association, is March 11th at the Merchant Marine Academy.  The discussion will be 
on grant sources.  Of course, all here are welcome.   
 



On to the other parts of this report.  We are lending the Saratoga Auto Museum 
photographs of the Vanderbilt Parkway for their opening in May.   
 
Florence has applied or is in the process of applying for a National Endowment of the 
Humanities Grant for $5,000 to survey the archival needs of the Museum and the 
film collection.   
 
The drapery project is ongoing.  Recently Florence met with Bob Bitter who is the 
owner of Scalamandre.  She has made three visits to his offices.  They are 
reproducing the original draperies' fabric, which were Scalamandre.  She is 
documenting the history of this project from start to finish for a book on the drapery 
project itself.  The new draperies will be for every room of the Museum.  Our 
consultant who is working with us is named Sharon Kobesdy.  Fabricators have been 
contacted regarding the working up of the draperies from this fabric. 
 
Of the seven hundred and fifty-one lots of invertebrates, two are left to be 
documented.  Betsy has been receiving help via the web from the American Museum 
of Natural History and curators in California and Arkansas.  The curator of the 
Vanderbilt type specimens for the American Museum of Natural History is in 
Madagascar right now collecting leeches.  When he returns, he will be assisting us in 
straightening out the rest of our classifications. 
 
Betsy is also writing a guide to these collections that will be useful for the public.   
 
I have the attendance figures for January and February that I'm going to pass 
around in deference to saving trees.  We would like you to note the incredible 
attendance numbers, particularly over the February break vacation.  They were 
amazing.  We had people we were turning away; we were so crowded.   
 
The spring flyer is out for the spring vacation.  People are already registered.  A copy 
of that flyer is also included here.   
 
News 12 was here on Monday, the 18th of February.  They interviewed children 
about the mummy, as you saw.  It was part of a whole series of shows they were 
doing on things to do on Long Island during the school break.   
 
The summer program is in the works.  This year's theme is "The African Adventure." 
 
Zach and Stephanie are looking for grant money for the mummy exhibit for the fall.  
They need money to prepare the space.  It has already been - the sarcophagus has 
already been restored, but they need approximately $15,000 to prepare the space to 
receive the sarcophagus, which is currently in storage in Deer Park where it is being 
very well taken care of. 
 
At the same time, they have asked the Planetarium staff to write a program for the 
Planetarium tying it to the mummy.  They are looking into borrowing Egyptian 
artifacts.  They went to a field trip to the British Museum exhibit at the Brooklyn 
Museum recently.  Tony Pecorale of the Trustees is exploring getting a sarcophagus 
replica donated to the Museum, which in our committee meeting we discussed about 
a half a dozen uses for.   
 
She is also going for a "Save America's Treasurers Grant" for the dioramas.  To 
obtain this grant she needs to show that these dioramas are of national importance.  



She is working with Steven Quinn from the American Museum of Natural History who 
has been a diorama restorer for 25 years.  He will be our consultant if we get the 
grant to restore.  In 1991 he wrote a nine-page summary of the restoration needs of 
the Vanderbilt Museum for the dioramas.   
 
Michael Anderson from Yale Peabody Museum is coming this Tuesday.  He is 
interested in helping us.  He is also a world-respected restorer.   
 
Concerning the whale shark's future, there will need to be discussions as to what we 
will do.  Steven Quinn has recommended a new taxidermist to us who does the work 
at the American Museum of Natural History.  He is in New Jersey and his name is 
Swinderva.   
 
The educational shows in the Planetarium are going quite well.  In fact, they had for 
February, they had to increase the number of shows per day.  They added one show 
per day, and everything was sold out.  The shorter shows, one-half hour in length, 
will be installed on April 6.  One recording is done already, and Mark is working on 
the script of the second show.  That will be recorded next week. 
 
Mark has also recently appeared on Channel 25 and on Channel 55 discussing the 
Hubble Telescope repair that is currently going forward at the Space Lab.   
 
Other than passing around the numbers, that is my whole report, unless someone 
has something to add or if anyone has any questions. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Development Committee. 
 
MR. BROXMEYER: 
Okay, Marjorie touched on this a bit.  Zach has been working hard on several grants.  
In fact, seven have been filed already and twenty-two additional ones are in the 
works.  Hopefully they will generate some funds for various projects that need to be 
taken care of.   
 
A couple of weeks ago we met, the entire committee, regarding "Cocktails with 
Gershwin, which in case anyone doesn't know, is on August 2nd at 7 p.m.  Zach 
should have handed out to everyone a list of contacts that we have on file for Board 
Members of various contacts for raising funds and selling tickets and corporate 
contacts.  If you could review your list, update it, and contact Zach with any changes 
or additions, that would be great.  If you have never seen the list, that means that 
he doesn't have anything on file as far as contacts for you.  Please give him some, so 
he can send out letters. 
 
Several letters have gone out already to corporate sponsors.  I don't know if we have 
received any responses as of yet.  Hopefully we can sell a bunch of sponsorships in 
advance and take care of the advance planning time we have this year. 
 
The caterers are being lined up at this point.  We're anticipating having all the food 
donated and hiring a service to coordinate serving the food.   
 
I think that's all I have for now.  Yes, that's it. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 



Questions or comments?  Tony. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Each Trustee has a copy of  our business plan for the year as well as the actuals for 
the month of January.  As may be noted, we did run a deficit for January but very 
quickly, if you look at the endowment, you'll note that the receipts for the 
endowment are roughly $36,400 under what we anticipated.   
 
That would have covered the deficit portion.  The important thing to note is that our 
revenue may be down but also our expenses are down.  We expect to see a change 
or better situation in the month of February.   
 
You have heard about the week that schools were closed.  We did phenomenally 
well.  We'll have the February report for you next month. 
 
In addition, Lance and I have been attending the meetings involving the Vanderbilt 
Museum endowment trust fund.  Very quickly, we'll just report that there is a letter 
that is being sent out to the finalists asking them for additional information.  If 
anyone would like to read the letter or see the kinds of information that the County 
is asking, I have brought a copy, and I would be happy to share it with anyone that 
would like to see it.  
 
At the present time, it appears that the company that is handling it is doing well.  
Certainly they are in the mix for continuing to handle the endowment.   
 
The next meeting is the end March.  I suspect that may be the last meeting.  We are 
hopeful it will be the last meeting, and that a decision will be made.  At that time, we 
will be back to the Board with the report.  Each of you has a copy of the report from 
Budget Review Office of how the endowment has done over the last year.  It's very 
important to note that the Budget Review Office has indicated that based upon the 
fiscal situation of this occurring, our endowment has done well.  It's also interesting 
to note that it appears that they may be giving at least some support to the 
continuation of the $1.2 million continuation.   
 
If anyone has any questions, I'd be happy to try to answer them.  Lance is here with 
me as well.  He can answer any of the questions from his perspective.  Our meetings 
with the County have been productive and I think are continuing in a direction that 
we both would hope it would go.  Any questions? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you for that report.  Gary, Personnel Committee. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
There has been no Personnel Committee meeting. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Doug Shaw is not here.  Is there a membership report?   
 
 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I can say just based on the past month, our membership is doing extremely well. 
 



MR. STUDENROTH: 
We're doing very well.  We're ahead of last year's numbers.  We have a big mailing 
going out within about the next week for membership renewal. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Dinosaur Committee, Ed Hahn. 
 
MR. HAHN: 
There are two main issues with respect to the dinosaur exhibit.  The first issue is the 
finalization of the exhibit at NYIT, which would be the accounting that is due us by 
NYIT.  We have been chasing this around since November, and I have been informed 
by Lance that the attorney for NYIT, Doug Catalano is sending me a letter, which will 
hopefully include that accounting.  We'll have to take a close look at that to see what 
it shows.  But at least we seem to be getting someplace with resolving that final 
issue with respect to the exhibit at NYIT. 
 
The other main issue that was addressed previously this evening is the setting up of 
the exhibit here at the Museum.  Lance has been investigating the possibility of 
modifying the dome tent that was at NYIT.  It apparently would be cost prohibitive to 
do so.  The alternative is a butler building, a steel building, a temporary building set 
up.  That is in the works.  Several Trustees have pledged money toward the 
purchase of that building and hopefully we will be moving quickly toward setting the 
exhibit here at the Vanderbilt in the near future.   
 
Other than that, the issue about the oil tanks, I understand, has been resolved.  So 
we seem to be making some progress with respect to getting the exhibit set up here.   
That concludes my report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any other questions or comments?  Thank you for that report.  Director's Report, 
Lance. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
As Tony indicated, our endowment guarantee resolution is coming up soon.  That will 
be on Tuesday, March 19.  If anyone is looking for something to do that day and 
would like to go down and address the Legislature, just be sure to fill out the yellow 
card when you go in. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
The 19th? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
That's Tuesday, March 19th at the William Rogers Legislature Building in Hauppauge 
on Veterans Highway.  The meeting starts at nine-thirty.  Once you fill the card out, 
you will be called to speak at some point.  I can't say when during the day, but the 
vote will take place later.  I will be meeting with Legislators over the next week and 
a half.  I have included my schedule in your packets as well.  If anybody would like 
to join me, you're welcome to do so.  It will be considered in the Parks Committee on 
March 14th, Thursday, at I believe it's 1:00 p.m.  That will also be in the auditorium 
in Hauppauge.  We look forward to that dialogue with the Legislature. 
 
One of the issues that has come up in the past when we have gone for this is our fee 
structure here at the Museum.  It has been suggested in the past that we look at 



lowering our fees somewhat.  We have studied this extensively with staff over the 
past few months.  The opportunity I think has come for us to do that.  That has to do 
with the Planetarium, and that is where we're proposing to reduce fees by a dollar 
here at the Planetarium.  We're doing this in conjunction with shortening our 
Planetarium programs to basically a thirty to thirty-five minute format, which is now 
the industry standard.  They are getting away from the longer shows because of a 
number of reasons.  But planetariums across and throughout the world have been 
doing this.  We have realized that at the conferences that we have gone to over the 
past few years.   
 
In discussing this with the staff, we have realized that by doing that we could fit in 
more shows to our schedule than we're doing now.  So we do think this will be a 
benefit to us and the public.  It will give them more opportunity to enjoy the 
Museum, and it will also address the issue that often comes up here.  If people are a 
few minutes late to a show because they got stuck in traffic, we start our shows 
pretty much on time, and for safety reasons, we can't allow people to enter the 
theater once the show has started because it's pitch black.  They could have to wait 
upwards of an hour and a half to two hours to see the next show.  Many people 
choose not to do that.   This way we will be able to do them on the hour.  We feel we 
can generate more shows within the daily schedule, increase our offerings for more 
age groups, and generally make a more evenly distributed flow of visitors throughout 
the day. 
 
We're not recommending a decrease in our fees at the mansion because we feel that 
our tour schedule is at capacity now.  We don't see that that's an issue.  People 
seem to enjoy our tours very much.  The Living History Tour, while it's very popular, 
it has actually increased our expenses somewhat because of the infrastructure that 
goes with those tours, the costumes, the props, and the other items.  We feel when 
we compared ourselves to other museums on Long Island that for the fee that we 
charge, they are absolutely getting their money's worth.  We don't have any 
complaints, believe me.  But we did feel that here at the Planetarium there was an 
opportunity to achieve that goal.   
 
One of the issues that I was concerned about, because if you remember last year, 
we changed our membership structure to address this concern of the Legislature.  
Previously, our membership benefit had allowed a free grounds' pass.  We charged 
an additional fee for a mansion tour or the Planetarium.  Last year we opened our 
membership benefit to free admission to any activity people would choose to 
undertake either here or at the Museum.  We feel this is one reason our membership 
has boosted tremendously over the past year.  But I was concerned of what the 
impact of that increase in memberships was going to have on admission fees.  My 
fear that our admissions' fees would decline as our membership fee revenues 
increased did not come to pass.  Actually, they both increased.   
 
 
We feel very comfortable in making this recommendation at this time.  I think by 
shortening the time also allows people the opportunity to take in two Planetarium 
shows in one day if they would choose to for an additional $2, which I really think is 
a bargain when you think what movies are charging. 
 
We have the capacity in the theater to accommodate this, and I had sent all the 
Trustees some advance on this.  If there are any questions or concerns, let me 
know. 



 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I'd like a motion in support of the change increase. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
I'll make the motion. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I'll second it. 
 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Discussion?  No discussion.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It carries.  (Vote:  
9/0/0/5  Absent:  Mr. Luecke, Mr. Shaw, Ms. Periconi, Ms. LeBow & Mr. LaBua.) 
 
Thank you. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Okay.  Just a few other items.  Our wiring project, I think at the last meeting I 
indicated the contractor had not been selected.  Well, now a contractor has been 
selected for that project so that and the HVAC project are ready.  We will be having a 
kick-off meeting shortly.   
 
We're in phase two of the design for our plumbing project.  We have actually 
initiated phase one a little sooner than expected.  We had an emergency at the 
powerhouse where the cesspool pipes collapsed.  This was a very expensive 
undertaking to repair.  The County did - since that was included in the capital project 
- they moved that portion of the project along as an emergency.  That work has 
been done, as has the drainage improvements around the peacock pool adjacent to 
the powerhouse.  That's occurring as I speak, so that we will now implement our 
plan to restore the peacock pool and the gardens around it.  We won't have the 
wash-outs we have been having there from the drainage system. 
 
Ed talked about the dinosaur exhibit.  We look forward to getting that up and 
running here.  I will be joining Ray Ann Havasy.  We're going to be going out to the 
National Science Teachers Association annual conference in San Diego where there 
will be programs on inquiry-based exhibits.  I have been reading up quite a bit on 
that from this organization and discussed this with Ray Ann earlier this week about 
that program.  She highly recommended it, and she indicated she was going to be 
meeting with Nintendo, which is one of the potential sponsors of the exhibit here at 
the Museum.  We thought that together we could do some very good networking out 
there. 
 
I think that's my report.  Thank you. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Comments or questions?  If not, I will keep my remarks brief.  I want to 
thank Tony Pecorale for his generous offer to support the butler building and Bill 
Rogers for his matching funds.  I think that's one way to kick it off.  Your enthusiasm 
and your generosity is greatly appreciated by all of us I'm sure.  Certainly, we want 
to get things moving.  That's one way of doing it, just taking the bull by the horns. 
 
I'll leave it at that.  Any comments or questions?  Unfinished business?   



 
It was a busy month.  There was a lot going on.  No comments or questions?  We 
have a lot ahead of us.  Perhaps by the next meeting, we should have our vote on 
the $1.2 million.  We might even straighten out Normandy Manor.  It could happen.   
 
New business?  Do we have a need for an executive session?  Motion to adjourn. 
 
MR. PECORALE: 
So moved. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Second. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
All in favor?  We stand adjourned.  (Vote:  9/0/0/5  Absent:  Mr. Luecke, Mr. Shaw, 
Ms. Periconi, Ms. LeBow & Mr. LaBua.) 
 
(Dr. Steven Gittelman adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
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