
 
 
 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY VANDERBILT MUSEUM 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Minutes 
 
A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees 
was held on December 6, 2001, in the Planetarium Lobby, Centerport, New York. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Dr. Steven Gittelman – President 
Carl Luecke – 2nd Vice President 
Dr. Anthony Pecorale – Treasurer 
Marjorie Kossoy Fuhrmann – Secretary 
Michael Broxmeyer – Trustee 
William Macchione – Trustee 
Robert LaBua – Trustee 
Bertram E. Seides – Trustee 
Susan LeBow – Trustee 
William Rogers – Trustee 
J. Lance Mallamo – Executive Director 
Zachary Studenroth –  Staff 
Rita Beckman – Staff 
Maryann Zakshevsky – Staff 
Elizabeth McQuenney – Staff 
Wendy O’Donohoe – Staff 
Florence Ogg – Staff 
Bill Dieck – Staff 
David Bush – Staff 
Barbara Oster – Staff 
Ann Marie Pastore – Stenographer 
 
Absent: 
Gary C. Fishoff 
Edward J. Hahn  
R. Douglas Shaw 
Donna deLuca Periconi 
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(Dr. Steven Gittelman called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.) 
 

DR. GITTELMAN: 
This is a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Suffolk County 
Vanderbilt Museum.  Do we have a list of attendees? 
 
MS. PASTORE: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you all for attending.  Is there anybody in the audience that wishes to ask 
the Board a question or make a comment?  Okay, thank you all for attending.  It’s 
good to have you here.  Marge – she’s gone.  Let’s go to Public Relation’s 
Report. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I spoke to Todd Shapiro today.  He has a new staff member starting with him.  
He’s going to handle our account starting next week.  Todd was going to the 
Long Island Press Club dinner tonight.  We do have two videos to show, but he is 
going to the Press Club dinner tonight to promote our holiday festival with certain 
press members there.  We felt it was more important that he attend that tonight.  
So, David, could you show the two videos.  He’ll be doing his report next month. 
 
 

VIDEO PRESENTATION:  7:50 – 7:54 P.M. 
 
          NY 55    Meteor Shower 
 
           News 12   Meteor Shower 
 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Okay, admit it.  Who got up and who didn’t?   
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I did. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I never went to bed. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We should have had a phone chain.  We could have called each other.  I got up 
because one of the cats got loose. 
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MR. MALLAMO: 
I’d also like to announce that Todd did sponsor a lunch at the Museum for staff 
several weeks ago, and we brainstormed ways to develop new publicity angles 
for the Museum in the months and years ahead.  I’d like to thank Todd for that 
and also announce that he is not billing the Museum for his services for the 
month of December, which really helps us out with our cash flow type problems.  
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any questions about that report?  If not, we’ll go back to Marge for the approval 
of the minutes. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I move that the minutes for our meeting of November 14 be accepted with one 
small addition on page 14.  There appears to be a word missing.  It’s a sentence 
that you said, Lance.  It says, “I think it’s important to note that Zach prepared the 
historic structure – 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Report. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
That’s what I thought.  The word “report” is missing.  Other than that I have no 
other comments. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any other questions about that report?  We have a motion. 
 
MR. MACCHIONE: 
Second. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It carries unanimously.  (Vote:  10/0/0/4 
Absent:  Mr. Fischoff, Mr. Hahn, Ms. Periconi & Mr. Shaw)  
 
Education and Exhibits Committee. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Before I put that hat on, I’m going to keep my Secretary hat on for a minute.  
Gary Fischoff has notified me that his e-mail address that is in our records and 
our roster of Trustees is incorrect.  The correct e-mail address would be 
GCF@TITLE11.NET. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Is that eleven XI or is it – 
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MS. FUHRMANN: 
The number eleven – 11.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
And you said dot what? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
NET.  He also has moved.  If anyone had his home address on School Lane it’s 
no longer valid.   
 
MS. LEBOW: 
What is his new address? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I knew you were going to ask me that.  I think I left it at home. 
 
MS. LEBOW: 
Why should I let you get away with that? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I’m sorry, I left it at home.  I apologize.  I’ll bring it next month, Susan, or I’ll send 
it to you. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We’ll come up with our annual list of Trustees revised.  Okay, Education and 
Exhibits, Marge. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Okay, as you will note, we have a website at the Museum.  The website had a 
counter put on it November 1.  Since November 1 there have been 5,800 hits to 
our website.  Betsy on staff is the Web Master, and she regularly responds to 
correspondence and inquiries that we receive.   
 
Web Tech is working with us on updating the web site.  What they want to do is, 
they want to put in a whole – what the Museum would like is to have a section 
put in on the archives and collections and noting the availability of our research 
facilities.  Two thirds of the invertebrates have been completed.  Each sample is 
researched down to the spelling.   
 
When you got out here, you should have had at your seat the numbers for 
student and general attendance.  You will note that these numbers are higher 
than last year and that they generated more income.  As I said, the numbers are 
right by you.   
 
We are sad to report but happy for her that one of the educators, Lynn, has left to 
accept a position with a school district.  Currently Kathy is recruiting through the 
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Department of Education at CW Post and word of mouth.  She is going to look at 
the other colleges on Long Island to see if they would have any appropriate 
candidates for us.  Everybody has been extremely busy.  There has been a great 
deal of traffic at the Museum. 
 
At the Planetarium during the Leonids there was a huge crowd here.  They 
estimate between four and six a.m. they had over 100 people.  Not only was 
Mark McHugh on Channel 55 as we did see, he was also interviewed by 12 and 
Radio 1010 WINS from NY.  They were so pleased with the success of the 
Leonids night, that they are proposing a telescope night in January which will 
include the show, “The Night Sky” and teach people how to use a telescope.  
Mark is not here tonight because once a month he goes down to Berger Brothers 
in Amityville and does a talk on astronomy, telescopes, and things of that nature 
for the Berger Brothers’ crowd.  From this we get names.  People come up here 
and join the Museum, see our shows and whatnot.   
 
The staff is also looking into getting some sort of identifying ware for “Night Sky” 
shows.  They realized when they were outside with the Leonids, that people 
didn’t readily know who was an employee of the Vanderbilt who was available for 
questions.  So they are looking into getting something that will identify them 
because they want to continue these kinds of outdoor nights. 
 
They are also looking into a means to protect the actual meteor rights from prying 
hands.  There was an incident – and I have to pass this around because we 
didn’t have copies made – of one of the children from a school pried the 
meteorite off its stand and stuck it in her pocket to take home as a souvenir.   
Needless to say, it was noticed and removed from her pocket.  However, it needs 
to be placed back on its stand.  Unfortunately, since this is not the first incident 
where someone has either chipped off a piece of it or tried to get the whole thing 
from us, they are going to have to look for ways of keeping this in sight but out of 
hand.   
 
The area highlighted in yellow was someone’s visit here, one for the Leonid night 
and how much they enjoyed it; the thing about the prying hands is underneath.  
There is an e-mail attached from someone thanking us for opening up all night.  
They had a wonderful time. 
 
On October 18 the Metropolitan Museum of Art Linguist came here.  She went to 
the storage facility with Stephanie and, I think, Florence – Betsy, sorry – and 
reviewed the case and read the hieroglyphics on it.  The red stripes, which we 
always thought meant that she was a member of the priesthood or something, 
no, it just means that the coffin was made for a woman.  That’s the sign of Isis.  
The snakes with all the hatch marks on them on the side – these are just some of 
the things that this person was telling us – snakes with the hatch marks on the 
side, the snake has hatch marks so the snake won’t hurt the deceased as the 
deceased travels through its journey. 
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All the different Gods that are painted on the case represent the different hours of 
darkness with dawn on the top.  The expert was extremely excited by our case 
and will be doing further research into it.  They are also looking for other experts 
to examine the case for us and to look at the mummy to see what else we can 
learn about her or the case.  There is some consideration that the case may not 
be original to our mummy but may have been made at a different time, and then 
she was placed in there. 
 
The mummy’s teeth, which had fallen off down by the feet, the dentist who is 
busy doing digital photography and x-rays and all sorts of things should be telling 
us something very soon.   
 
There was a donation of 125 florescent light bulbs, which have been placed in 
the invertebrate room and on the second floor of the Marine Museum.  They have 
a retail value of approximately $400.   
 
As we will all be here tomorrow night, hopefully, we will see that the house has 
been decorated.  It was decorated this year by nine separate garden clubs and 
staff.  The 1939 World’s Fair theme is carried throughout. 
 
On Monday LIMA will be having a meeting here at the Planetarium for interested 
parties.  A grant proposal for a survey of the archival collections’ need has been 
submitted.  This would be to hire an expert to tell us what we need to do to 
completely document and preserve our archives.  Then we would have to go for 
a different grant to get the money to hire the people who would actually do the 
work.   
 
In April of 2002 is National Library Week.  Shelter Rock Library has asked us to 
prepare an exhibit and a one-hour lecture on William K. Vanderbilt’s gold coast 
time here at the Vanderbilt Mansion.  Either Florence Ogg or Lance is going to do 
the lecture.  The lecture and exhibit will focus on what was going on here at the 
Vanderbilt during the time of “The Great Gatsby” book because the focus of 
National Library Week this year is “The Great Gatsby.”   So it will be tying into 
that theme with our exhibit and lecture. 
 
That’s it. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Questions?  Comments?  If not, thank you for that report.  Michael, Carl, 
Development Report.   
 
 
 
MR. BROXMEYER: 
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The Development Committee has had a couple of meetings the past month.  The 
first meeting was to get to know Zach Studenroth and discuss the goals the 
committee has and what his plans were for the coming year.  I’m pretty excited 
about what we will be able to accomplish.  In the past month since Zachary has 
started he has been working on receiving grants.  He has a couple of leads for 
that.  He has also, as Marjorie mentioned, been working with Web Tech on the 
new web site that’s been donated.  I’m looking forward to some e-philanthropy 
opportunities to raise money through the web site.  So that should work well. 
 
The committee would like for Board Members, if they could, to give a list of 
maybe three new contacts to Zach that he can work on to generate donations, 
set up lunches at the Museum, and develop some more leads for raising funds.  
Zach will be or maybe has given out his card already.  He gave out his card 
already so you can contact him and give him that list.   
 
That’s it for the report for this month. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Questions?  Comments?  If not, thank you for that report.  Finance Committee, 
Tony Pecorale. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Each Trustee has a copy of our Treasurer’s Report.  These are the actuals 
through October.  We are working on November.  We should have that shortly.  
Please note that our admissions are down considerably for the month of 
September as well as our membership.  We took a big hit in September.  We are 
holding our own.  Things are very tight.  We will continue to try to build our 
admissions and our membership as well as maintaining our endowment of $1.2 
million.  At this time, I would be happy to answer any questions about the 
Treasurer’s Report, if any Trustee has any questions they would like to ask. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
If there are no questions, thank you for that report, Tony.  Membership, Doug 
Shaw.  Doug is not here.  In the absence of Doug, Lance, have we had any 
Membership Committee? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
No, and we haven’t had a Personnel Committee meeting either. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
So Membership will be out.  Ed Hahn – 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Since that was mentioned, are we okay with our Personnel thing for the 
reaccredidation? 
MR. MALLAMO: 
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Yes, we had just updated that fully earlier this year.  The Board did adopt the 
new Personnel Manual, so that’s in effect as we speak.  We did it specifically – 
not just update it but with reaccredidation in mind. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Lance, do you have a report on the dinosaurs.  
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Yes, Ed isn’t here, unfortunately, tonight but I can update everyone.  I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank our Operations and Grounds’ Crew and Zach for 
helping out by relocating the dinosaur exhibit from Central Islip back to the 
Vanderbilt Museum.  We have been working during the past week, and I think we 
have made tremendous progress.  I think it fits under the part of our job 
description that says, “does other Museum duties as required.”  This is very new 
to all of us, but I’m very pleased how much we have learned about how this 
exhibit is constructed, erected, disassembled and stored.  I think we have all 
learned a lot, and I’m very confident in the job that we’re doing.  I think we have 
made tremendous progress in just a few days, and we look forward to having the 
dome emptied by tomorrow so we will have broken the whole exhibit down in a 
week.  We have about 75 percent of the exhibit already back on the property.   
 
We’re attempting to set the exhibit here at the Vanderbilt Museum some time 
early in 2002.  We are looking right now on getting the logistics resolved to 
accommodate that, but we’re going to be asking about the possibilities of 
effecting that early in the year.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Comments or questions?  We will continue.  Nominating Committee.  Gary 
Fischoff is Chair, but he is not here. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I’m doing it.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
You’re doing it. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Okay, as Steve just said, Gary unfortunately could not be here, so he asked me 
to make the Nominating Report.  The Nominating Committee met, and we 
proposed the following slate of officers: 
 
For President, Steve Gittelman; 1st Vice President, Gary Fischoff; 2nd Vice 
President, Michael Broxmeyer; I will remain Secretary; Tony will remain 
Treasurer.  That is the slate the Committee proposes. 
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
Okay, now that slate is by no means the final word.  Come January if there are 
other nominations from the floor, they will be considered on equal footing with the 
nominations from the Nominating Committee.  We will vote in the first meeting of 
the new year.  Any questions?  Director’s Report. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Okay, we had a very good meeting last week with the County Architect and other 
representatives from the Department of Public Works on a number of capital 
projects here at the Museum that are ongoing.  Included in that were the sea 
plane hangar.  We are now getting to the stage where they’re looking to how that 
will be incorporated into the waterfront project that we hope to begin pursuing 
next year.  So we are developing cost estimates on that project.   
 
The HVAC project for the mansion has received a number of bids associated 
with it, and those are being reviewed at the present time.  They do believe that a 
bid will be awarded on that within the next week or two.   
 
The wiring component which was bid simultaneous with that and we hope to 
effect at the same time will be re-bid due to a number of difficulties including the 
bids that came in were significantly over budget so they are intending to modify 
that bid somewhat and to re-bid that very shortly.   
 
On the Normandy Manor acquisition, I spoke with the Real Estate Division today, 
and the appraisal has been completed and accepted and did come in on target.  
So the funding that has been allocated is sufficient to effect that transaction.  The 
contract has been prepared.  We’re just waiting for it to be executed.  They 
expect that that transaction will occur before the end of the year.   
 
We are working hard on the program to renew our endowment for the year 2002.  
I think we have sufficient guidance at our disposal from other legal entities that 
we hope to effect the case with the Legislature that we will see that that 
guarantee is renewed for 2002.   
 
I’d also like to bring to the Trustees’ attention the many events we have occurring 
over the holiday season.  Our World’s Fair World of Tomorrow, which takes place 
here in the Planetarium on Saturday nights – I’m coming to it Saturday night 
myself.  I hope it’s as good as it was in the courtyard last summer.  
 
The house looks wonderful.  We have had guests come in this week who have 
stopped me to say they have never seen the Museum look so good as it has 
looked this year.  I think that’s due to everybody in this room’s effort.   
 
I look forward to seeing all of you tomorrow night at the Trustee’s dinner.  Thank 
you. 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
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Any questions or comments about that report?  My viewpoint, the dinosaur 
exhibit has a dome.  The dome we are considering moving behind this building.  
We feel that that is the best location because the flow of this lobby, that dome, 
that gift shop, the HVAC, the electric, the use of an underutilized parking lot, to 
create that into – come here, you’ll gather here, go to the dome for a show, this 
dome for a show, the Planetarium, go from the Planetarium into that dome for an 
exhibit, opens up the possibility – I was asked yesterday whether or not a 
particular corporate entity, and I’ll tell Zach about it, has a way of having events 
here at the Museum during the winter.  I said, well, when we get the dome set up 
– right now you can use the lobby of the Planetarium, and you can use the 
Planetarium, but we certainly could use the Planetarium combined with this 
space, that space, the gift shop, etc. in a very economic fashion.  We could get 
exhibit space that we have never had before for a very economic price.   
 
I think as a first priority in next year, we have to look to putting that synergy 
together.  I think it’s a very important issue.   
 
We also have coming up next year the issue of reaccredidation and our final self-
study has to be in June, if I’m correct. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
They will come back to visit with us probably six months or so later.  But that self-
study is a very important internal look at ourselves, and it should be approached 
from the standpoint, and I know it has been approached from the standpoint of 
who are we, what are we doing, and what could we do better.  It’s supposed to 
be just that, a self-study, something that helps us look at how we can improve.  
 
I think we already have our plate laid out for us in a very powerful fashion for next 
year.  We have all that’s going on with a new space.  We have a tremendous 
number of capital projects that will start to become brick and mortar.  We will be 
able to utilize those spaces to increase programming dramatically.  So it’s almost 
like a natural.  We’re very lucky to have these things come about.  We are lucky 
that sometimes things happen for a reason.  As the exhibit leaves New York 
Tech and it comes here, I think it will offer us plenty of opportunities.  I would 
hope that that’s the case. 
 
I think you have to do some summing up in looking back over the past year.  One 
of the things that we have apparently accomplished is that we have obtained the 
property across the street.  That’s an objective that has eluded this institution for 
decades.  It was about to slip out of our hands permanently.   When we 
consummate that, all of us should stand proud, staff, the Board, everybody 
should stand proud that we were there when it happened.  Certainly it would 
have been lost forever more if what happened didn’t happen.   
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There has been a lot going on this year.  We have done some collaborations.  
We have gone into collaboration with Cornell Coop.  I think that’s been very 
successful.  We have gone into our collaboration with CSTL and struggled a little 
bit with it, and now we have to make it work.  I think that making it work means 
making these spaces work to some extent.   
 
We have to move forward with some of our projects.  We have to obtain more 
grants.  We have been a little short on grants, and we have to continue to pursue 
public and private funding.   
 
It’s good to have things so neatly laid out.  If I missed anything, don’t hesitate to 
speak up.  If there is something that – we haven’t had the superintendents here 
in a way that I think you would have liked. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
We have had them here.  We just haven’t followed up on it, but we had a good 
breakfast with them down at the boathouse. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Now with Zach here, I think we can be following up on things better. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
We certainly, once we get the dinosaur exhibit set up, can bring them in for 
something like that to see it.  There is no question that we’re infinitely better than 
we were.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
It’s been a good year of progress, but not without stumbles.  I think it’s been good 
progress.  I’m grateful for that, and I want to take this moment to wish all of you 
and all the staff a happy and healthy new year and happy holidays.  That’s the 
end of my report.  Any questions? 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Steve. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes, Tony. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
One of the things that I thought you might mention is that once we do get the 
dinosaur exhibit set up, it might be a good time for us to bring the Legislators 
back January or February.  I think that would be a good opportunity to maybe 
invite them here for a luncheon or for an evening. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
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I just think the flow of this complex right here is going to be real special.  I mean, 
you could – just thinking of the Legislators, the real thank you for them would be 
to take pictures of the Legislature, take pictures of them, talk about the bills that 
they passed, take pictures of the projects that we have accomplished over the 
years, and throw them on the dome.  Let them see it.  Do, if you will, in this case, 
a dinosaur show to show them how we will weave together everything.  If we’re 
going to move forward on the concept of inquiry, show them what that means.  
Show them what they have accomplished.   
 
Bob Gaffney said to me on Monday, he said the Museum has become one of the 
things he’s most proud of in his administration.  For him, that’s part of his legacy.  
That’s big news.  How many County Executives could have said that before?  So 
we should all be proud.  Let’s see if we can keep it.  Any questions or 
comments?  If not, unfinished business?  New business?   
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
You’re kidding, eight fifteen? 
 
DR. GITTTELMAN: 
I just want to remember, I didn’t thank Bill for his contribution this year and 
everything that he has done.  Here, here.  Establish a need for executive 
session? 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
We have not established a need. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I move that we adjourn. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Do I have a second? 
 
MR. LABUA: 
Second. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any discussion?  All in favor?  Opposed?  We are adjourned.  (Vote:  10/0/0/4  
Absent:  Mr. Fischoff, Mr. Hahn, Ms. Periconi & Mr. Shaw.) 
 

(Dr. Gittelman adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.) 
 
SG/ap 


