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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Minutes 
 
A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees 
was held on October 9, 2001 in the Planetarium Lobby, Centerport, New York. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Dr. Steven Gittelman – President 
Carl Luecke – 2nd Vice President 
Dr. Anthony Pecorale – Treasurer 
Marjorie Kossoy Fuhrmann – Secretary 
R. Douglas Shaw – Trustee 
Donna deLuca Periconi – Trustee 
Robert LaBua – Trustee 
Bertram E. Seides – Trustee 
Edward J. Hahn – Trustee 
Susan LeBow – Trustee 
William Macchione – Trustee 
J. Lance Mallamo – Executive Director 
Elizabeth McQueeney – Staff 
Maryann Zakshevsky – Staff 
Rita Beckman – Staff 
Stephanie Gress – Staff 
Bill Dieck – Staff 
Florence Ogg – Staff 
David Bush – Staff 
Lorraine Vernola – Staff 
Gail Freeman – Todd Shapiro Associates 
Ann Marie Pastore – Stenographer 
 
Absent: 
Gary C. Fischoff 
Michael Broxmeyer 
William Rogers 
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(Dr. Steven Gittelman called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.) 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Good evening, everybody.  This is a regular meeting of the Suffolk County 
Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees.  Do we have a list of attendees and 
guests? 
 
MS. PASTORE: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Thank you all for attending.  Does anybody in the audience wish to 
make comments or ask us any questions?  Again, thank you for being here.  
Marge, may we have approval of the minutes? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I move that the minutes be accepted with one correction.  Somebody say 
second. 
 
MS. LEBOW: 
Second. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Thank you.  The one correction is on page 10.  Ray Ann’s last name is spelled  
H-A-V-A-S-Y. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Isn’t it S-A-Y? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Not according to the contract you gave me. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I think it’s H-A-V-E-S-Y. 
 
DR. GITTLEMAN: 
Well, we’ll have to – 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
It’s this thing that has her listed as the way I spelled it. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Okay. 
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MS. FUHRMANN: 
In any case, it’s definitely not C-Y.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any other comments on the minutes?  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
(Vote:  10/0/1/3  Abstained:  Ms. Periconi.  Absent:  Mr. Fischoff, Mr. 
Broxmeyer & Mr. Rogers.)  Public Relations’ Report. 
 
MS. FREEMAN: 
Good evening.  I’m Gail Freeman from Todd Shapiro Associates.  In front of you 
is the listing of the August and September listings.  It’s clearly not as large as 
usual kind of due, greatly, to the media and strange course of events since 
September 11th.  Most of the media was not running morning shows whatsoever 
until very recently, and once again, they’re not.  But we will try, and some of them 
like Fox 5 and Good Day New York are going back to morning show formats.  So 
we will strive to get Halloween on the morning shows.   
 
We have taken pictures with Lance and Elena Perez from Fleet Bank, so we will 
be publicizing that at length on a local and regional basis.   
 
Tomorrow will be the Centerport Garden Club award ceremony, and we hope to 
get some press at that as well.  We did do very well, as you can see, with John 
Dobson.  I hope that that type of thing continues in the future.   
 
In addition, upcoming in the future we will be publicizing Mark’s new position.  So 
those are the things, as well as -- of course, I’m sorry, the Porky Pig release, 
which is for the Porky Pig stamp that’s coming out Tuesday, a week from today.  
Those are the events that we have lined up for publicity.  Next time we will have 
the Dobson coverage on video.  It hasn’t come in yet.  My apologies.  Questions? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Tony. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
I noted that the articles that you have in here relative to the Dino-Stars exhibit all 
have that the exhibit is closing on October 31st.  Would it be possible for you to 
get additional information out if that were to be extended? 
 
MS. FREEMAN: 
Yes, absolutely.  Is it being extended two weeks?  Is that still the case? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Right now it’s tentatively extended to November 15th.  It may be extended 
longer. 
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MS. FREEMAN: 
Okay, I can definitely do a release on that.  Anything else?  Thank you. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Education and Exhibits, Marge. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Thank you.  The Planetarium has replaced staff that has left with new staff that is 
beginning training.  This is not additional staff.  This is merely replacement of 
staff that had left.   
 
The reaccredidation work is continuing with research in taxonomy.   
 
The school programs started up very slowly this year.  September, traditionally, is 
a slow month.  It was made doubly slow by the placement of the Jewish holidays 
and by the World Trade Center.  This will have a continuing impact on our school 
programs in that, for example, the Brooklyn Diocese will not let groups travel to 
Long Island.  So we have lost groups there.   
 
However, on the other hand, school districts from Long Island will not allow their 
schools to go into New York City to travel.  So we have picked up programs, 
particularly in the animal home’s program because they can’t go to the Bronx 
Zoo, so they’re coming here.   
 
We would like to thank Robert Wessel from NKI for the donation of fabric panel 
systems, which they will be using for display of exhibits. 
 
The South Huntington Challenge has started.  We have sent an appeal to LIPA 
for help with low-income districts so that they can participate in programs such as 
the South Huntington Challenge Program.   
 
The staff has attended a grant-writing workshop.   
 
The last room in the servant’s wing, which will be a maid’s room, will be 
completed by the holidays.  All holiday decorations will be up before 
Thanksgiving.   
 
The garden clubs are coming in on Monday.  They are doing decorations for the 
holidays.  The theme is 1939 World’s Fair pavilions.  So there will be a Japanese 
room, they’ll be a Russian room, etc.  Also, all the rooms will have holiday 
costumes placed on beds because the Vanderbilt’s had a tradition of a holiday 
costume ball so people would come, and their costumes would be out for our 
visitors to see. 
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The reaccredidation photos have been reviewed.  They are setting up 
before/afters.  I can’t read my own writing.  This is so sad.  They are setting up 
before and afters for reaccredidation.   
 
Florence is in the process of preparing a hand-out for people on tours to acquaint 
them with a theme of the tours of the 1939 World’s Fair pavilions and the holiday 
costume party, so that if they missed certain things along the tour, they could just 
read about it. 
 
Florence will be appearing at an outreach program called the “Secrets of the 
Vanderbilt Mansion” for the First Presbyterian Church’s Women’s Group.  She 
attended a workshop on archiving and surveying of the archives and the need for 
preservation.   
 
We have renewed our quest to tap into the brains that are available to us from 
local universities and museums.  We are in touch with James Allen who is an 
expert on hieroglyphics.  He is verifying the interpretation we have of the 
hieroglyphics of our mummy.  We obtained his name from Dorothy Arnold who is 
the head of the Egyptology Department of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.   
 
We have a dentist who is a professor at Stony Brook University.  He is studying 
the loose mummy teeth.  From that we hope to determine diet and lifestyle of our 
mummy while she lived.   
 
The mummy case has been visited, and it’s clean and stabilized.  The people 
who went said it took their breath away; it’s so beautiful. 
 
We are also in touch with the Texaco Corporation Historian on our gas pump.  
He was sent pictures.  He’s verified that it’s from the early 30’s.  He is going to 
look through his archives for any writings they have of Texaco’s dealings with 
William K. Vanderbilt after he’s done with the one that’s indoors in the Education 
Building, how to restore it, and give us some history of it.  We are also going to 
be asking him about the other gas pump, which is in the powerhouse. 
 
The Conchologists of America have come back after having been here ten years 
ago, and they are working with our staff to correct the labels on our shell 
collection and making sure that everything is correct there.   
 
The inventories of life science and anthrographology are completed and surveys 
continue.   
 
The Mars Adventure Show for the Planetarium has been completed.  This 
program is for both educational services and for the general public.  It’s easily 
updated.   
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On October 26th, Mars Orbiter information should begin to come in.  They plan to 
be able to go in immediately and be able to uptake the show to keep it current 
with what is being found out. 
 
We are in national stamp collecting month.  Everyone should have gotten an 
invitation, and it looks like this, only it’s a black and white copy, to a program here 
at the Vanderbilt on October 16th – 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
It says October 12th. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
It’s October 16th at 12:30 p.m.  Are you looking at the same thing that I am? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
No.  The copy we have says October 12th at 11:15 a.m. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Mine says October 16th. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Mine says October 16th. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
Mine says October 12th. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Then half of you are invited to the wrong thing. 
 
MS. FREEMAN: 
It was changed to the 16th.   
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Okay, it was changed to the 16th.  I gave her the 16th version to copy.  I guess 
she didn’t do it. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
She copied the wrong one.   
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Wrong copy.  I apologize.  It’s actually October 16th at 12:30.  Thank you, Carl.  I 
didn’t even realize that.  The Post Office will be introducing the next in the Loony 
Toons series of stamps the Porky Pig stamp.  There will be refreshments and 
things like that.   
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We’re going to be doing a program in the Planetarium dome of the space 
stamps.  It will be all the space stamps that were issued last year.  They will be 
up on the dome, and the “United We Stand” stamp will also be done.  It will be a 
regular ceremony.  We will be having cartoon music playing on a Yamaha player 
piano through this whole program.  The fellow who was the artist for both the 
Porky Pig stamp and the space stamps will be here to sign posters.  We sell his 
posters and artwork in our gift shop.   
 
We had asked Betsy about the dinosaur show bookings.  She is going to be 
getting back to us later.  She says they have been booking them sporadically, 
and she’s going to be getting back to us later.  She’s going to check and see if 
she can get us some more exact numbers.   
 
I’m sorry to report, and this is mainly for Tony’s edification, that SCOPE does not 
wish to work with us at this time in developing in-house courses.  We had been 
pursuing having teachers be accredited for courses that they took here at the 
Vanderbilt towards their needed service education continuing.  It doesn’t seem 
like it’s going to work out, unfortunately.  That’s my report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you for that report.  Development – 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Oh, I’m going to be passing around numbers, too. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Carl. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
The Development Committee will meet before the next Board Meeting to outline 
our fundraising event for 2002.   
 
Also, I understand we hired a Development Director that will be here in 
November.   
 
Lastly, Betsy has a list of about five or six people who have not paid for the 2001 
fundraiser.  I’m going to ask her to just give a copy of the names to the Board so 
that if any of them are friends are yours, maybe you could get the checks. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I’m going to send notices out this week.  I got that today. 
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MR. LUECKE: 
Have we sent a follow-up before this or will this be the first one? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
This will be the first one. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
Okay.  That is the report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Thank you.  Membership Committee, Doug. 
 
MR. SHAW: 
Is my agenda off, or are you jumping around? 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
I think I’m next. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I’m sorry.  I did skip a couple of things.  Finance Committee. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Every member has a copy of the Treasurer’s Report.  We have the actuals 
through August.  We are holding our own, but things are very tight.  Does anyone 
have any questions about any part of the Treasurer’s Report?  I’ll be happy to try 
to answer them for you.  We do expect to be getting some funds in soon from the 
Dinosaur exhibit, which would help us. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any questions?  Thank you for that report.  Personnel Committee, Gary. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
Gary is not here. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I know.   Lance. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
We had no Personnel Meeting and no personnel issues at this time. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Okay, Membership Committee, Doug. 
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MR. SHAW: 
Wendy and I have been working to collect membership materials from different –
both focusing on Long Island museums and on other science museums and 
planetariums, just to sort of compare where our membership information is 
comparing to theirs.  We will be meeting – we were supposed to meet last month, 
but with the events of recent, I think a lot of things have been thrown askew.  We 
will be meeting before the next Board Meeting to look at this and see how we’re 
doing. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Dinosaur Committee, Ed. 
 
MR. HAHN: 
The temporary exhibit is still up and running.  There has been a desired express 
by the Center for Science Teaching and Learning at NYIT to extend the running 
of the exhibit from October 30th into November, probably November 15th.   
Although there have been indications that they would like to extend it past 
Thanksgiving weekend to take advantage of the holiday.  They feel it will get a 
number of participants or visitors during that period of time.   
 
Understandably, there was a drop-off in attendance after the Trade Tower 
tragedy, but it’s my understanding that attendance has gradually started to pick 
up.  They anticipate being back and pretty much at full attendance before that 
point in time, if not at full attendance now.   
 
This is phase one of the temporary exhibit at NYIT.  We’re working now, the 
Dinosaur Committee, on preparing for phase two by drafting up contracts 
between future possible venues, museum venues, where the traveling exhibit will 
go to be exhibited.   
 
We’re also working on the contract between the Vanderbilt Museum and CSTL in 
terms of the relationship that will be ongoing for the touring phase.  After the 
touring phase, we have the fabrication phase for the permanent exhibit, which 
would be phase four.   
 
So we are moving ahead with it.  The exhibit, I think, has been quite successful.  
If anyone hasn’t visited it, I would highly recommend that they do before the 
Thanksgiving weekend.  That concludes my report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any questions?  Thank you very much for that report.  Buildings and Grounds, 
Bert. 
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MR. SEIDES: 
Bill Macchione and myself have met with Bill Dieck.  We discussed a couple of 
issues that I will mention.  We reviewed what is called the capital improvement 
project for the rewiring and HVAC in the mansion.  There will be a final field walk-
through October 15th for all the contractors to check out all the technical aspects 
of the HVAC in the mansion and review any miscellaneous details before it goes 
out for bid.  That process should begin by the beginning of November.  It’s 
expected to begin work sometime in February next year.   
 
Bill Dieck was also successful in getting LIPA to change four transformers that all 
the electric goes through to this Museum.  These four transformers were a big 
problem and caused the Museum thousands of dollars worth of damage.  We’re 
very pleased that they have been replaced.  We haven’t had any problems since.   
 
We’re also putting in a claim to LIPA which may exceed between $25,000 and 
$35,000.  That’s the end of my report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any questions?  Thank you for that report and for that assistance.  It really made 
a difference.  Reaccredidation Committee, it’s not on your agenda but, Bob, 
could you just give us a report? 
 
MR. LABUA: 
Yes, all of the department heads have submitted the necessary documents to 
Lance by the October 1st date.  They are in the process of being assembled to 
the format that’s necessary for the Reaccredidation Committee.   
 
Also, as Marge pointed out, the photos are underway, and they will be completed 
by the end of the month before and after.  We have had a lot of work done since 
the last time the Reaccredidation Committee was here. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
I look forward to seeing that.  Any other questions or comments?  Lance. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
As Bob said, we’re wrapping up preparing for reaccredidation.  We’re also 
looking forward to the holiday season here at the Museum.  We have a new 
program called the Vanderbilt Holiday Festival, which will take place from the day 
after Thanksgiving through January 6th with a number of exciting programs that 
will be occurring.  We are currently looking for a corporate sponsor for that event.    
 
We have also added a new special event centered on the popular World’s Fair 
program we had in the courtyard this summer, which will be the World’s Fair 
holiday review being held here in the Planetarium lobby.  We will be creating a 
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1939 World’s Fair pavilion, the World of the Future.  So look around you.   This is 
the future in 1939.  We’re hoping that that will be a popular public attraction on 
Saturday evenings, and we’ll also be hopefully hosting some corporate parties on 
weeknights during the month of December.   
 
We’re also looking into some new fundraising programs that I hope to be 
reporting to you more on at the next meeting.  One of them would be having a 
program in place for the holiday season this year where people can purchase 
bricks with their names on them that could be placed here in front of the 
Planetarium where we have our new brick walkways.  Some of the bricks would 
be taken up, and someone who wanted to support the Planetarium would have 
their names on them.  This has been very popular at other locations and a 
moneymaker for certain non-profits that I’m aware of.  So I have someone 
coming in to talk to me about that the first week in November.   
 
We’re also looking into possibly advertising in our entry program for the Museum 
and other development funding avenues that we can get into.   
 
As Bert reported, the HVAC project and lighting projects are out.  Those bids, 
hopefully, will be awarded on November 8.  We currently have a resolution in to 
appropriate funding for the plumbing project, which will hopefully be done in 
conjunction with the HVAC and lighting so that our walls are only opened one 
time.   
 
There will be a resolution voted on also on October 23rd concerning Normandy 
Manor.  That is my report.  Thank you. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any questions?  Tony? 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
The HVAC project, does that include the habitat? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Yes, it does.  It does include the habitat.  There are still a number of unanswered 
questions regarding the habitat so they have done the project with a couple of 
alternatives depending on when they get the wall opened up and the ceiling 
opened up.  On what they determine, that’s the way that they will be proceeding 
on that.   
 
They have also – we have finally come up with an acceptable lighting place for 
the Memorial Wing Galleries, which was holding us up for quite some time, but all 
those design decisions have been made, and I think we’re going to be thrilled 
with the results.   
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any other questions?  Thank you, Lance, for that report. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
You’re welcome. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
As Lance mentioned, we have a number of important items coming before the 
Legislature.  In particular, we are pursuing the purchase of Normandy Manor.  I 
would ask all Trustees who have ideas as to how they might help achieve those 
ends to speak to me, and if you have a conversation with a Legislator, be kind 
enough to let me know what message you drew out of it, so that we can do more 
of a coordinated effort.  This coming two weeks is rather critical for us. 
 
Beyond that, we have a sequence of agreements that we have to strike up with 
CSTL.  I want to thank Ed for working on those agreements.  I want to reiterate 
that, Tony, if you would communicate with CSTL or NYIT to check into finances 
whatever way you view is appropriate, it would be appreciated.  We do want to 
make sure that we get an accounting, if we can get one, and that we get a cash 
flow going as soon as possible.  That would be my report.  Unfinished business?  
New business?   
 
One item was brought up before that we are getting a tractor repaired.  I have a 
tractor that you can borrow, if you’re caught without a piece of equipment that 
you need.  I will also have a trailer so that you could haul it if necessary.   
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Would that be a 1937 tractor? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
No, this would be roughly a 1987.  It’s in good shape.  I think it’s a little lighter 
than your tractor, but it still can do what you’re describing.  It has a front bucket – 
a front loader, but it’s not as heavy.  It has turf tires instead of regular tread.  But 
if there’s an emergency, just call up and you can borrow the tractor.  It also has a 
blade.  That’s after I do my driveway.   
 
There’s no need for an executive session.   Therefore, may I have a motion to 
adjourn? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Motion. 
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MR. LABUA: 
Second. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
All in favor?  Opposed?  Before we go, can we confirm the dates of the next 
three meetings?  I know that we have established these dates in the past.  I just 
want to confirm them, just in case there are questions.  I am showing 
Wednesday, November 14th, as does Marge.  I am showing December 6th. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
What day of the week is that? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
That’s a Thursday.  I would like to schedule the January meeting, if that’s at all 
possible.   
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
We didn’t do January. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
No, we didn’t. 
 
DR. PECORALE: 
Why don’t we do the whole thing in one shot? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
If you would like to, fine. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Set it up. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Do you want that for the next meeting? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
That would be fine. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Are you going to e-mail us?  I think everyone should bring calendars for 2002 
next time; that would be helpful. 
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
I just looked at mine, and I didn’t have a 2002.  Okay, thank you. 
 

(Dr. Steven Gittelman adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.) 
 
SG/ap 


