
 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY VANDERBILT MUSEUM 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Minutes 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees 
was held on August 22, 2000, at the Vanderbilt Museum Planetarium, 
Centerport, New York. 
 
The following were in attendance: 
Dr. Steven Gittelman – President 
Gary C. Fischoff – 1st Vice President 
Harlan J. Fischer – 2nd Vice President 
Dr. Anthony Pecorale - Treasurer 
Marjorie Kossoy Fuhrmann –Secretary 
Donna deLuca Periconi – Board Member 
Carl Luecke – Board Member 
Timothy Votapka – Board Member 
Bertram E. Seides – Board Member 
Susan LeBow – Board Member 
R. Douglas Shaw – Board Member 
J. Lance Mallamo - Director 
Olivia Fischer – Co-chairperson, 50th Anniversary Ball 
Michael Indevia - CPA 
Carol Sperandeo – Site Use 
Maryann Zakshevsky – Staff 
David Kiersh – Staff 
Sylvia Young – Staff 
Carol Hart – Curator of Social Sciences 
Rita Beckman – Staff 
Barbara Oster – Staff 
Elizabeth McQuenney – Staff 
Mark McHugh – Planetarium Astronomer 
Florence Ogg – Staff 
Todd Shapiro – Todd Shapiro Associates 
Leslie Tannen – Todd Shapiro Associates 
Ann Marie Pastore – Stenographer 
 
Absent:  Robert LaBua 
               Michael Broxmeyer 
               Edward Hahn 
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(Due to a malfunction of the recording machine, the  

following is not a verbatim transcript.) 
 
 
 

(The meeting was called to order by Dr. Gittelman at 7:10 p.m.) 
 
 

Dr. Gittelman opened the meeting by thanking everyone for attending and 

asked if there was a list of guests, which there was.  He asked for a motion to 

approve the minutes from the July 26, 2000, Board of Trustees’ meeting.  Ms. 

Fuhrmann commented that she would make a motion to approve said minutes, 

but noted that page 22 was missing.  That page has subsequently been sent to 

Ms. Fuhrmann and Members of the Board.   

Public Relations Report by Todd Shapiro: 

Todd Shapiro presented a video presentation from 7:15 p.m. – 7:25 p.m.: 

News 12, WLNY & TV55 on July 14 & 18 regarding Space Stamp.  News 12 on 

July 18 regarding visibility of a Comet. 

Finance Report by Dr. Pecorale: 

Dr. Pecorale thanked Mr. Mallamo for staying until the end of the August 

8th meeting of the Suffolk County Legislature, which ended at 3 a.m.  Mr. 

Mallamo was there to address a Legislative resolution extending deadline for 

new investment policy for the Vanderbilt.   Dr. Pecorale reported that the 

museum was in very good financial shape.   

Treasurer’s Report by Dr. Pecorale: 

Dr. Pecorale advised the members that there were copies of Treasurer’s 

report in everyone’s packet.  The actuals were in through June.  Those were also 
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in packet.  Membership was up.  Attendance was up.  Reservations for new 

school term were coming in.   

For the special events, “Music Under the Dome” series, attendance was 

up, also.   

There was a motion by Ms. Fuhrmann, seconded by Mr. Fischer to open 

an account with Quick & Reilly so that the securities could be transferred to the 

museum.  That motion was approved unanimously by members present.  

Financial statements from museum’s CPA were in their packets to review. 

Personnel Committee Report by Dr. Pecorale: 

Lance Mallamo put into effect raises for personnel that were 

recommended by the Board.  They were proactive from July 1.  The new 

Personnel Manual will be handed out at the next Board of Trustees Meeting on 

Sept 11th for approval.   

The museum is also working on the new gift shop.  After the meeting, 

everyone was welcomed to take a look and see the progress. 

Education Report by Ms. Fuhrmann: 

 The school brochure is out.  Trustees and members of the Suffolk County 

Legislature were also mailed a copy.  Ms. Fuhrmann had a sample with her.   

 Betsy was interviewed on Telicare (Channel 25) LI News, of which she 

had a videotape to show the Board. 

 The staff is gearing up for school and readying materials. There is a new 

scheduling person who has begun work.  Bookings by schools have begun. 
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Home and Furnishings Report by Ms. Fuhrmann: 

The next LIMA meeting is to be held on September 25 at the Cradle of 

Aviation Museum.  The cost for lunch is $15.  She asked if members could 

attend, it would be greatly appreciated.  Sylvia Young and Olivia Fischer would 

be giving a presentation on fundraising.   

Ms. Oster and Ms. Ogg went to a gift show in New York City at the Jacobs 

Javits Center.  They brought back many catalogues for future purchases. 

Donations were up, particularly for the servant’s wing project.  Ms. Ogg 

will be meeting with various garden clubs in October.  She is now researching 

themes for floral presentations. 

Ms. Fuhrmann reported that the Museum would be participating in a 

SPLIA (Society for the Preservation of LI Antiquities) show in Cold Spring Harbor 

called, “The Lost Long Island.” 

Research requests are up.  The Museum has been receiving an increased 

number by e-mail. 

Ms. Ogg was interviewed on the radio for 45 minutes concerning the 

museum. 

Planetarium Report by Ms. Fuhrmann: 

There is a new educational show on the schedule, which is called 

“Introduction to the Solar System.”   It is for grades 1-3.  The Planetarium now 

has a full cycle of grades (1-12) with a solar system available.  Kindergarten and 

pre-kindergarten also have shows available on the solar system show available.  

Mark McHugh wrote the program.  It includes laser disk effects of the earth that 
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are “cool,” to quote Mark.  The new show is being booked based on word of 

mouth. 

There are two new adult education sessions available which run one to 

one and a half-hours.  There are 10 sessions to each course.  Dr. Berelli, a 

retired professor from SUNY Stonybrook, is teaching one course.  The subject is 

astronomy.  Joe Shehahn, a local weatherperson from Channel 12, is teaching 

the second course.  The subject is weather. 

The new summer greeter uniforms will be a traditional sailor suit, summer 

whites, which Carol Hart modeled. The winter uniforms will be pea coats and 

navy midis. On September 10, News 12 will be coming to do a spot on the “Living 

History Tour,” where they will be interviewing guides and film a tour.  The theme 

of the piece is seniors going back to work.  As per prior discussions, Guide and 

Greeter levels 1 and 2 have been implemented.  There are now senior level 

greeters and guides.  This will free up the curators. 

Based upon the EPA Act of 1993, Mr. Fuhrmann made a motion that the 

museum request matching funds of $250,000 from NYS Parks for the restoration 

of the seaplane hangar.  The formal resolution will be worded based upon the 

sample resolution as outlined by NYS Parks.  A copy of the resolution will be 

faxed to all when it comes in.  Dr. Pecorale seconded that motion.  The motion 

was approved unanimously by members in attendance. 

Dr. Pecorale commented on complaints he had received from some 

schools regarding the schools receiving only one free teacher admission per 25 

students.  Mr. Mallamo said he would check into the matter. 
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 It was reported that the Chase proposal was being reconsidered by the 

Foundation thanks to Mr. Fischer’s friend, Joe LaRocca. 

Mr. Fischoff wanted to know if there was a progress report on the café.  

Mr. Mallamo stated there was still a small problem with the café and the Health 

Department.  The café did not have a sanitary facility. Mr. Mallamo said he 

believed the permits were being worked out at the present time where there 

would be a seasonal permit for the laundry room in which visitors would have to 

walk outside approximately 500 feet to the sanitary facility.  Mr. Fischoff 

mentioned it would be too cold during winter months.   That space was approved 

seasonally by permit from April 15 to November 15.  They were working on a 

plan to consider a room in the Lancaster Room for an annual permit.  They would 

be having their Victorian Teas in the Lancaster Room.  Mr. Mallamo mentioned 

he didn’t think guests would want to have tea in the laundry room. 

Wastewater management was another issue discussed.  It was Mr. 

Mallamo’s understanding that the sewage facility was searching for the files and 

looking for pertinent documents.  They would be hiring engineers to dig up 

cesspools to confirm what’s in the ground. 

Ms. DeLuca Periconi asked who was responsible for the brochure, in 

which someone replied it was Betsy.  Mrs. DeLuca Periconi commented it was a 

very handsome piece, and that it had come out beautifully.  She was very 

impressed with the work.  

 

 



 7

Development Report by Mr. Luecke: 

Mr. Luecke reported that the main thrust of the Development Report at the 

moment was the 50th Anniversary Ball, the upcoming dinner dance.  He had 

hoped everyone was doing their part by getting in their donations and doing what 

had to be done in the three and a half weeks left before the ball.  He informed the 

Board that $5,000 had come in from Fleet Bank. 

Ms. Young mentioned there was a photo shoot with Fleet Bank with the 

banner “Museums on Us,” which was hung on the wall behind Trustees. They 

had also received flags from Fleet Bank to hang up around the grounds.   

She mentioned that there would be 28 tables of ten at the 50th Anniversary 

dance. The Carltun will be the caterer.  Ms. Young reported that the room, which 

will be holding the Ball at the Vanderbilt Museum, can only hold 280 people, 

instead of 300 that was originally stated.  Mr. Luecke informed Ms. Young he 

would need a table for ten.  The RSVP from Mr. Cooper was a yes. 

Mr. Mallamo said that Monica Randall would be his guest the evening of 

the ball.  There was some misunderstanding about comp tickets, whereas Ms. 

Young clarified that Board Members would be paying for people listed at the 

bottom of tickets as their guests.  That would be a cost to the Trustee, not a free 

ticket. 

50th Anniversary Celebration: 

Olivia Fischer, Co-Chairperson for the 50th Anniversary Ball, mentioned 

again that the seating capacity for the Ball is only 280, not 300.  She passed 

around Sunday’s New York Times flattering article about Mr. Tunnie, the caterer 
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for the ball.  Ms. Fischer mentioned that Mr. Tunnie was refining the menu and if 

there were any special needs as far as special diets and/or meals, to please see 

her and they would be able to work something out.  Ms. Fischer handed out a 

copy of the brochure in which she said that a picture is worth a thousand words.  

The board agreed how beautiful the brochure had come out. Ms. Fischer also 

mentioned that in the September/October issue of House Magazine there was 

going to be a 9-page article including pictures of the 50th Anniversary Ball. 

Ms. Fischer announced to the Board that Mr. Broxmeyer’s wife, as well as 

Mr. Hahn’s wife had just recently had babies, which was why they were not in 

attendance this evening.  She then turned the meeting over to Mr. Seides. 

Anniversary Ball Attendance Report by Mr. Seides: 

Mr. Seides reported that reservations were coming in a little slowly.  With 

a maximum attendance figure of 280, they were now at 196.  He asked Trustees 

to check their names to see what they have received or reserved for them. If 

members were not listed, that meant they hadn’t called Ms. Young to reserve or 

they haven’t sent in their reservation form.  He also needed the names of 

individuals to be seated at their tables in order to take care of the table cards.  He 

said he would be calling within the next few days, if he doesn’t hear from them.  

In-kind gifts were at $130,000. 

Journal Report by Mr. Votapka: 

 Mr. Votapka informed the Members that Labor Day is the deadline.  The 

projected number was $43,000.  Right now the total was $25,000.  He reminded 

the Board to be as proactive as possible.  They will be accepting journal ads 
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without immediate payment to save a place.  If checks were not received, 

accounts will be billed for their pledges.  After the 5th of September, an insert will 

have to be made. 

Donation’s Report by Mr. Fischoff: 

 Sponsorship folders went out to all invited to the Kick-off Reception 

including Honorary Committee Members.  He asked members to please make a 

follow-up phone call to Honorary Members that everyone had sponsored, if they 

haven’t already.  Ms. Young would be following up with anyone that they would 

prefer her to call.  Donations to date were $23,500 in cash and $31,700 in in-kind 

donations.  The donation goal was $75,000.  He suggested that perhaps they 

could make up the difference in journal ads. 

 Ms. Fischer mentioned the Irish Connection Magazine, which Mr. 

McQueeney, Betty McQueeney’s husband is Vice President of Publishing.  There 

was a society page in that particular magazine and perhaps the Vanderbilt 

Museum could get mentioned.  Ms. Fischer also mentioned the magazine might 

be a nice gift for anybody who was Irish.  The meeting was then turned over to 

Mr. Fischer. 

 Mr. Fischer reported that the Vanderbilt had received very good press 

write-ups in all the local newspapers.  The ad would soon be seen by all 

corporations on Long Island.  He offered help from himself or his staff to any of 

the Trustees on the upcoming ball and raising donations, if help was needed.  

Mr. Fischer mentioned a story that Ms. Fuhrmann had shared with him where 

she was seeking a donation from an establishment she had been giving her 
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business to for about 36 years.  That establishment did not wish to make a 

donation.  Ms. Fuhrmann said she would now be trying to find a new hair salon 

because of the incident.  Mr. Fischer commented that it was sometimes difficult 

to ask people for money, but it was for a very good cause.  He was very excited 

about getting involved in all the upcoming events within the next few weeks and 

hoped that they would be a success.  Mr. Fischer also made a comment that 

perhaps it would be a wise decision to move up the next Board meeting to the 

week prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.  The Board all agreed that 

Monday, September 11, would be acceptable for the next meeting. 

 Dr. Gittelman commented that some of the government officials were very 

impressed with the Museum’s goal of $200,000.  They were very encouraged 

with their ability to raise that much money.  He stated they were not going to be 

able to raise that amount of money, $200,000, from attendance alone and that he 

believed they’d be able to receive a significant amount of money from Fleet 

Bank.  He said it was important to work as a team to see that they accomplish 

this goal.   

 Ms. Young informed the Trustees that the newsletter was in their folders.  

She also reminded them about the September 30 Regatta Cup Race.  Mr. Shaw 

was helping her on that event.  She then turned the meeting over to Mr. Shaw. 

 Mr. Shaw expects major sponsors to come in. Pepsi and Clare Rose are 

scheduled to sponsor this event. There will be in-kind donations on their part, as 

well as from the Long Island Savings Bank.  
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   The fees are as follows: regular yachts, $35; U.S. Sailor members, $30; 

Vanderbilt Museum members, $25; and one design boats, $20. There will be 

party barges for viewers.  The party is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on September 30, 

in the courtyard.  The fee will be $10 for the party. They are hoping to raise 

approximately $20,000.   

Ms. Young mentioned the Garden City Library presentation in October by 

Ms. Ogg and herself.  Ms. Young mentioned KeySpan had pledged a 

sponsorship of $5,000, so they received an inside cover ad. 

Director’s Report by Mr. Mallamo: 

 Mr. Mallamo was glad to report the $1.2 million guarantee was approved 

through December of 2001, by the Suffolk County Legislature on August 8. 

October 19–21, there is going to be a Conference for Trustees in 

Washington for anyone interested in going. 

 A lot of hard work is going into the new gift shop.  Mr. Mallamo 

encouraged the Trustees to have a look after the meeting to see the progress.  It 

was really coming together and should be open by September 15.   

 He’s looking forward to some Public Works’ capital project improvements 

to the Museum including walkways, some fencing, waterproofing, plumbing, and 

wiring.  They are going to be installing some new doors in the Planetarium lobby, 

as well.  Hopefully by the next meeting, it will all come together. 

 Attendance is up dramatically in the educational programs.  They are 

going to be rotating exhibits with other museums.  Mr. Mallamo said they would 

have to figure out how to do this without hurting themselves. 
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 The master gardeners are working currently on the perennials.  The 

landscaping is really coming together and looking great. 

Mr. Mallamo reported that it’s Volunteer’s Day the week of October 12.  

There is also a new phone list in the Trustees’ packets.  He said they were going 

to be putting location signs around the grounds with descriptions.  Wendy 

O’Donohoe has a new title, Admission and Membership. 

President’s Report by Dr. Gittelman: 

 Dr. Gittelman reviewed discussions of the prior meeting introducing the 

concept of inquiry at the museum and how it tied together many of the diverse 

themes within the Museum.  In his view, Mr. Vanderbilt’s explorations 

represented inquiry.  The Planetarium is inquiry, and so is the curator’s cottage 

and the proposed mummy exhibit. 

 He proposed that an exhibit could be created based upon an inquiry 

theme using the extensive remains of a collection of dinosaurs he now had 

access to.  This collection was once the majority, a total of twelve truckloads, of 

the “Dinosaurs of Jurassic Park” exhibit that had set records around the country 

while Dr. Gittelman served as President of the Dinosaur Society. 

 Dr. Gittelman explained that the exhibit could be rebuilt using the original 

components but tackling the inquiry based theme.  He sketched out an overview 

and showed a number of illustrations of the possible exhibit. 

 In his view, spaces in the Planetarium that currently were underutilized 

could be put to more intense use.  Further, it was his view that the inquiry theme 
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could be applied to diversity of subject areas.   Examples he gave were 

astronomy and archeology. 

 Dr. Gittelman explained that the public could be introduced to the concept 

of inquiry in the Planetarium and then exited through the southern exit of the 

dome.  From there they would be introduced to their animated host, a 

paleontologist, who would take them to the seaplane hangar where the balance 

of the exhibit would be shown. 

 Dr. Gittelman expressed that he was going to continue to pursue outside 

funding and that he had a potential donor in mind.  He felt that it was important 

that the Board be kept informed of his efforts. 

Dr. Pecorale suggested and the Board agreed that a special meeting should be 

set up to discuss the matter. Dr. Gittelman agreed with Dr. Pecorale.   

He added that it was critical to the planning of such an effort that the 

waterfront be readied to receive it.  However, he suggested that the exhibit could 

be created so that it would travel for a few years prior to taking up a longer term 

of residence on the Museum grounds.  He added that the exhibit should generate 

revenue while it traveled as well as when it was Long Island based.  Also it was 

his intent to create an exhibit that could have a substantial presence on the web 

and act as a useful tool for distance education. 

 Dr. Gittelman explained that the exhibit materials were provided to him by 

the Dinosaur Society and that he was working with a team of educational 

researchers at the New York Institute of Technology. 
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 Dr. Gittelman asked if there were any further questions.  Hearing none, he 

adjourned the meeting. 

(Dr. Gittelman adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.) 


