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(Dr. Gittelman called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m.) 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Good evening, everybody.  Thank you for coming out on this rainy evening.  This 
is a regular meeting of the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum Board of Trustees.  
As usual, I notice that we have a number of guests in the audience.  Have we 
prepared a list of those guests? 
 
MS. PASTORE: 
Yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Do we have any comment or does anyone have any questions?  Thank you all 
for taking the time to join us.  Marge, minutes? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond my control, I was not able to get 
home today to pick up my minutes.  So I’m going to move that the minutes be 
accepted with one comment, because it’s the only one I can recall.  Carol Hart, 
the Curator of Social Sciences of the Museum spells her last name, H-A-R-T.  
You had throughout the report with an E on it, and that would be incorrect.  
Therefore, I move the minutes and apologize that I don’t have my own comments 
with me. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Do we have a second?   
 
MR. FISCHER: 
Second. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any additional comments?  If there are no additional comments, all in favor of 
approving the minutes?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  The minutes are approved 
unanimously.  Anything else, Marge? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Not at this time, but can I bring them in retroactively?   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
You can always amend them.  Public Relations’ report, Brian Ferruggiari, 
representing Todd Shapiro and Associates. 
 
MR. FERRUGGIARI: 
I have placed packets before you with a monthly media report for June along with 
all of the clippings associated with the report.  This month in addition to the 
standard listings that are posted in the papers, we have two articles.  One is a 
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nice Newsday article on the 50th anniversary celebration that took place early 
July.  There’s also something new that we’re working on now with This Month on 
Long Island Magazine that is put out by Bob Lipper.  He did a very nice article on 
the summer events at the Vanderbilt, as well as a real nice photo caption of the 
Motor Parkway Raceway that Mr. Vanderbilt used to sponsor.  It’s a vintage 
photo that we think is nice to get out and promote.  Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
sponsor a similar event in the next couple of months. 
 
Also this month we have some videotapes I’d like to show at this time.  We have 
one on News 12 that’s on the 50th anniversary, as well as we had Lance who 
was on the morning of your 50th anniversary.  It was a nice interview with Lance.   
 
(7:30 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.  Video presentations: 6/16/00, News 12, LI News & 
WLNY-TV.  6/20/00, WMBC-TV.  7/6/00, News 12, WLNY-TV, LI NEWS.)   
 
MR. FERRUGIARI: 
That concludes the report.  I do have two other videotapes, but because of the 
lengthy nature of these videos, I opted to show them next time.  They all have to 
do with the observatory and the planetarium.  Also you should know Lance did an 
excellent job on that interview.  That interview took place early in the morning.  
He did an exceptionally fine job. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I think in my own defense, I have to say I don’t see what pictures they’re 
showing.  But walking up there I said I wonder what the Woolworth estate is 
doing on video monitors.  We sent them the proper tape, but I don’t think they put 
it in.  Those shots at the beginning were actually the Woolworth estate in Glen 
Cove.  It looks the same.    
 
Dr. GITTELMAN: 
Okay.  We had a wonderful editorial in Newsday, besides the article that is before 
you.  That editorial, to me, is rather historic because in the ten years that I have 
been on the Board of Trustees, there has never been a strong, positive editorial 
in Newsday about the Museum.  In fact, when I spoke to Carol Richards, the 
Editor there in charge of the Editorial Board, I said, why don’t you ever do a 
strong positive editorial about the Museum.  She said that it’s very hard.  Good 
old dog articles don’t necessarily carry.  So I was waiting someday to see one, 
and there it was on our 50th anniversary.  I think it was a wonderful 50th 
anniversary present for us. The headline was, “Museum on Right Track,” if I 
recall.  It doesn’t get much better than that.  So we should all feel very proud of 
that accomplishment.  Believe me, sometimes you have to wait 10 years to see 
these things, and it’s worth it when you do.  Thank you for that report. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
Steve. 
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DR. GITTELMAN: 
Yes. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
If I could just mention a week before July 6, the 50th anniversary, I did a 45-
minute interview with Roseanne Hoffman on WUSB Radio.  WUSB has been 
very supportive of the “Museum Under the Dome” series.  That morning we 
talked about all the upcoming events here, the Shakespeare series, and the 50th 
anniversary ball, and all the goings-on in honor of the 50th anniversary.  That was 
broadcast live from WUSB studios the Thursday morning before the 6th.  I didn’t 
want to bring the tape with me and take 45 minutes – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We’ll watch you for 45 minutes. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
No, it’s on radio. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
We’ll play it in our cars.  Okay, Finance Committee.  Tony is not here, so we’ll 
ask Harlan to fill in. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
I will give the Finance Committee report.  Good things all around.  Membership is 
up slightly.  We’re getting a few more members every month.  January through 
May when we have our actual figures, we actually are showing a surplus so far of 
$131,016.  We had three payrolls in June that are all accounted for and our 
admissions have been increasing significantly, much more than we thought.   
 
The Tech Room, which is this room back here, is in the process of being 
converted to a new gift shop.  The garden gift shop, which we set up as an 
experiment, actually went very well.  Lance and I talked about changing the 
walkway a little bit to funnel everybody right passed the gift shop in the parking 
lot, and that should increase those revenues significantly.   
 
Last but not least, the resolution before the Suffolk County Legislature regarding 
our $1.2 million guarantee is going to be held on August 22.  So if anybody wants 
to participate in that, or if anybody wants to check with Lance in terms of 
providing any support, the date is August 22.  That ends my report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Anyone else?  Any other comments?  Thank you for that report.  The Personnel 
Committee.  Tony is not here.  Is anybody stepping in?  I guess not. Okay, 
Education and Exhibits, Marge. 
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MS. FUHRMANN: 
The school brochure for all of the schools on Long Island/New York City is at the 
printer.  It is on schedule and will be out in a timely basis.  The one-day summer 
programs are being moderately well attended.  The weeklong programs are 
doing better.  The personnel of the Education Department has had some 
turnover, and Betsy is looking to hire some new people.  New computers for the 
educational staff are on order and due in shortly.   
 
Sue Hirschmann reports that the ongoing maintenance of lighting in the exhibit 
halls is going and that the synergy among the Development Committee, the 
Board, and the Curators has really resulted in some wonderful work, particularly 
in the area of landscaping.  She wants to say a special thank you to Bert and to 
the master gardener program.  The part-time seasonals for the summer have 
been hired, the greeters.  They have been very, very busy.   
 
Attendance has been good.  Weekends have almost all been sold out and we 
welcome back John, the gardener, who works on Sundays.  You should all stop 
by and see him.  Carol is now working on greeter manuals.  These would be 
manuals set up by section for all of the personnel who work on the tours.  Each 
of the Curators and the Director are looking at these manuals and reviewing 
them for comments.   
 
We also wish to express our sympathies to Mark McHugh’s fiancé in the recent 
death of her grandmother. 
 
The servant’s quarters of the mansion are still being renovated and completed.  
Florence would like to know if anyone has a dress form that they are no longer 
using.  She would like it for the servant’s wing, if anyone should have such a 
thing around.   
 
In the turntable exhibit hall there is currently a presentation on Cornelius 
Vanderbilt and the history of transportation.  This was open for the 50th 
anniversary celebration.  We should all note our calendars that on September 25 
is the LIMA annual meeting for Long Island.  It will take place at the Cradle of 
Aviation Museum.  There will be two sessions.  The first one is on grant writing, 
and that will be given by Kristen Herron.   
 
The second session, which is called “Fundraising: Nickels to Diamonds,” is being 
given by Olivia Fischer and Sylvia Young.  They will be presenting the black-tie 
affair.  This will be right after we have had our ball.  So they will be speaking of 
their experiences in organizing and running the ball for a moderately sized 
museum with a moderate endowment.  Linda Fassbach will be doing the other 
side of the presentation, the nickel’s end.  She is from the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy. 
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Next month we will be giving all of the Trustees a package on this meeting, 
including driving directions.  One of the other things they will be doing at the 
meeting is giving tours of the as yet unopened Cradle of Aviation Museum.  We 
will be getting kind of an insider look prior to its opening.  Lunch will be served. 
 
Corky and others attended the International Planetary Society meeting in 
Montreal.  It was a very good trip, and they learned a lot.  They were up there 
researching projectors to replace our Goto, which is very, very old. 
 
The Millenium Mysteries, which is our new show, is up and running.  Attendance 
has been very good.   
 
The gift shop renovation has begun.  They have had to clean out the old Tech 
Room because that is going to be the location of the new gift shop.  It’s over here 
behind me in case anyone is interested.   
 
We also would formally like to thank Michael Sergi who had loaned us wooden 
airplane models for display in the Planetarium lobby.  If you’ll notice, they are no 
longer up.  They have been returned to him after many years of enjoyment by the 
public.   
 
That’s the end of my report. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any other comments?  I just want to add something to that report.  A year ago I 
brought to the attention of the Board of Trustees that Lance and I had submitted 
a grant proposal to Congress for $400,000 to create a museum on wheels that 
would be based here at the Vanderbilt Museum.  You were all very nice and 
nobody ever asked me what happened to that money. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Yes, I did. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Did you? 
 
MS. FUHRMAN: 
God, yes. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Well, we didn’t get it.  I’m giving you an update now because sometimes things 
lie around in Congress and they don’t die.  Last night I received a call from 
Congressman Lazio’s office requesting an emergency update of our proposal.  
Lance did a wonderful job with Rae Ann {Havesi} who is a collaborator on the 
proposal to answer the questions and get them out.  I understand that the 
proposal is in Conference Committee now.  So it has gotten passed a few 
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hurdles, and we can all keep our fingers crossed.  It died in Conference 
Committee last year.  So it is now where it died last year.  We should have an 
answer reasonably shortly.   
 
For those of you who weren’t here, it’s a proposal where we proposed to 
coordinate with various partner museums taking exhibits to the schools, 
especially those schools that don’t have bus funds and bringing a piece of the 
Vanderbilt Museum or a piece of the museum at Stony Brook or whatever partner 
we are working with at that time.  The proposal was for the Vanderbilt to have 
one exhibit that traveled for three or four months and then the two other partners 
to have three or fours months.  The proposal covered staffing costs, exhibit 
development, and the purchase of the vehicle to do it.  So we wait anxiously for 
the return answer on that.  I think it was very nice that Congressman Lazio 
called.  It was an unsolicited call.  I was shocked that he revived it and am very 
pleased.  So we will see what happens.  I just wanted to bring you up to date on 
that.  Anything else on Education and Exhibits?  Development Committee? 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
There was not a Development Committee meeting.  I find myself retired, 
traveling, and out of town more than when I was working.  I think these are the 
only three days I’m here, but for the moment I don’t think it matters too much 
because the key development is the ball and the anniversary dance.   
 
A couple of thoughts as I have had occasion to call the museum and talk to 
people about other issues, and the enthusiasm and the amount of work that’s 
going into it is outstanding.  It looks as if it’s going to break all sorts of records.  
Harlan called me before the last board meeting and asked me to pledge money 
for the board.  I said, “Harlan, I retired, I can’t do that.”  I was very reluctant to do 
it.   
 
On the other hand, someone could take that as being negative and not working 
for it.  I don’t feel that way at all.  As a matter of fact, it sounds as if we probably 
have the fixed costs coming now and anything additional would be revenue.  You 
can sit on the board for the number of years I have, which I don’t know what it is, 
ten, without being enthusiastic about it, particularly enthusiastic about the 
honoree.  I think that the physical museum, morale, the board and everything is 
so much better off.  I hope that Steve is President for another long period of time.   
 
Also when I did renew my membership to the board, I had said to my sponsor 
that in the event he had someone who could raise funds, by all means replace 
me.  I think that’s what the board needs right now.  Going into retirement, that’s 
difficult to do.  What I will pledge is I will pledge to set aside a large amount of 
time between now and the next board meeting to make calls.  I have no reason 
to believe I can’t raise what some people pledged, but I’m just uncomfortable 
putting a dollar figure on that.  So I’ll turn it over to Harlan. 
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MR. FISCHER: 
Well, we can’t ask for more than that.   
 
MR. LUECKE: 
That’s all I can give you. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
If you make those calls and let us help you with some of the disks we sent out, 
anything that we can do, we’re going to do.  And that goes for anybody here.  I’ll 
put my staff on it.  Some of the things aren’t that complicated.  If you have lists of 
people, and they’re on a disk, we can get letters out to everybody in one day with 
return envelopes and so forth.  Let us know what we can do, and then we’ll help 
you.   
 
Olivia and I had talked last week about maybe changing roles this week and 
letting me be the one giving notes out to everybody and let her be the one to put 
the arm on everybody, but we thought maybe that would be a little confusing.  So 
we thought we would just sort of continue the same format we have used over 
the last couple of meetings.  Olivia can bring everybody up to date on some of 
the details, then we’ll have reports from some of the committee members, and 
then I’ll finish up with my report. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Welcome back everybody.  First I would like to say that we have a rather large 
group, a rather large committee working on the 50th anniversary fundraiser.  I 
guess we all know who they are.  Michael Broxmeyer chaired our cocktail kick-off 
champagne reception.  Tim Votapka has been working on the sponsorship folder, 
and he’s working on some other stuff for me right now, which we won’t go into.  
Bert, of course, is my right-hand guy for the ball itself.  Ed Hahn is heading up 
our journal, and Gary Fischoff is heading up sponsorships, and he’s helping me 
out in other areas.   
 
We added another committee member, and his name is Howard {Gershowitz}.  
Howard is going to be Chairman of the Honorary Committee.  He pledged money 
to have that special title, and he’s supposed to look after Steve to make sure our 
honoree doesn’t step out of line.  He seemed pretty enthusiastic about it at that 
cocktail party.   
 
I’m very happy to say that we are increasing the chair people for this 50th 
anniversary fundraiser, and there will still be chair positions available and open.  
If somebody has an idea of what they would like to do or head up, you let me 
know or let Bert or Sylvia Young know, and we can do it for you. Tonight we’re 
going to keep it rather short.  We have six speakers, and I’d like to start with a 
man who did a fabulous job at our champagne kick-off reception.  He was very 
enthusiastic, and smiled like I wanted him to, because he’s got a gorgeous smile.  
Michael, tell them about it. 
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MR. BROXMEYER: 
Now you’re going to make me blush.   
 
MS. FISCHER: 
You’re lucky I didn’t come over and give you a little kiss. 
 
MR. BROXMEYER:  
What a way to start.  We had the event, as everyone knows, on June 29, a 
Thursday evening.  It was a beautiful event.  It went very well in the courtyard.  
Fifty-seven letters of invitation went out, and we had forty-three people attend.  
The total cost for the event was $70.  We purchased champagne glasses, which 
can be used in the future.  Food and champagne for the event was donated by 
Doug Shaw.  Sylvia Young donated the flowers.  I would like to thank both of 
them for their donations.  Doug isn’t here to hear that, but we do thank him.   
 
On the evening we debut and distributed the sponsorship folders, which were 
beautiful.  We gave out invitations to the ball.  After the event Harlan sent out 
thank you letters to everyone that attended, and Sylvia sent out letters to anyone 
who wasn’t able to attend seeing if they could support the event.   
 
At the event we announced our fundraising goal of $200,000.  We figured we 
would receive pledges of about $100,000.  We are very happy to receive pledges 
of $130,000, so we exceeded our goal of the evening, and we’re much closer to 
the goal of the actual event.   
 
In your development report there is a page that shows what everyone pledged.  I 
think it’s somewhere toward the back, but all in all the event went great.  It was a 
tremendous success.  That is my report. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Thank you.  If you’re thumbing through the pages, it’s the one with the little blue 
ribbon with a number one medallion. 
 
MR. BROXMEYER: 
It’s the fourth to the last page. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
One comment I would like to make is at the kick-off champagne reception House 
Magazine was there, and they made a rather large in-kind pledge.  I think it will 
be the September/October issue of their magazine where there will be a seven-
page article all about the Vanderbilt Museum.  I think it’s being written from the 
angle of the ball, the 50th anniversary ball and the Vanderbilt Museum.  They’re 
writing it from kind of a romance angle.  I can’t wait to read it. 
 
MS. YOUNG: 
“Dining with the Vanderbilt’s.” 
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MS. FISCHER: 
So this should be very interesting.  I know in addition to that, their photographers 
came to our champagne kick-off reception, and I think they took photos of just 
about everyone.  I heard that there are going to be two pages, which is unusual 
for them to do – to donate two pages of photographs to the people who attended 
at the champagne kick-off reception.  That, I thought, was really very nice.  I was 
very happy that that happened.  In addition to that, I believe it’s called Long 
Island Networking, a magazine mostly for women.  It’s a women’s magazine, a 
businesswomen’s networking magazine.  They are doing a full page on the 50th 
anniversary ball.  It’s basically a form of advertisement.  It will be an ad for our 
ball.  So now I am going to move on and turn it over to Tim. 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
Thanks very much, and I promise I won’t blush.  First off, at the kick-off reception 
what debut was the collateral literature that we are now using to promote the 
Museum, the grounds, and the sponsorship opportunities that are within it on the 
sheets that are enclosed.  These are terrific tools to use for any kind of marketing 
or promotion for the ball or anything you see in here.  I would encourage any of 
the Trustees that if they don’t already have a sample of them to harass Sylvia 
and she’ll get you ample supplies of them.  I think you have only about 25 or so 
here. 
 
MS. YOUNG: 
I brought 25 tonight. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
I need one. 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
Take as many as you want because they do us no good here.  We have to get 
them out there in the public mainstream.  I’ve got to say one thing.  I do this for a 
living, and usually these things take anywhere from three to six, sometimes a 
month, and sometimes a year to do.  We had about two weeks.  I think you set a 
record in terms of putting collateral together.  I’ve got to compliment everyone 
involved from the designer all the way back up the line.   
 
Also I have to thank the printer who essentially donated the printing of this.  His 
name was Ken {Marks}.  He was also at the champagne kick-off.  They did a 
wonderful job, wonderful quality work.  I believe that he is listed for a $5,000 
value, in terms of the in-kind donation, which I think, Michael, you have in your 
sheet.  So, thanks again, to Ken.  I’m sure we’ll be seeing him more so in the 
future.  That’s the end of my report.   
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Okay, thank you.  Now I’d like to turn it over to Bert.  Bert, let them know how we 
feel about those tables and those reservations. 
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MR. SEIDES: 
Thank you, Olivia.  I would just like to thank the committee and Olivia’s 
enthusiasm for keeping us all working as a terrific team for this fundraiser.  I’d 
like to say that our returns are coming in very strong.  I will no longer be talking 
about the number of tables committed because we’re coming into very good 
shape.  We’re going to be talking briefly about money received for reservations.  
 
I would like to say Susan LeBow went out of her way to give us quite a list of 
names to send out invitations.  We appreciate that effort.  We would appreciate 
that sort of effort from all of the board.  Harlan has done an outstanding job giving 
us names and also for the journal support.  We have also received a couple of 
invitations pretty much unsolicited from the general public.  This was a nice treat 
to receive.   
 
All the Trustees have received some form of contact from myself requesting their 
possible sponsorship of a Legislator, their sponsor Legislator.  If any of you have 
any other Legislators that you are involved with or would like to invite as your 
guest for the evening, please let me know before the end of the evening.  If you 
do have any additional names of people, including Legislators, invitations will be 
sent out tomorrow from Sylvia’s office.  
 
One other comment I would like to make is that we will be giving special gifts to 
all our guests at the ball.  We hope to see you all in attendance.  Thank you. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Thank you very much.  Just to repeat one more time, the invitations to our 
Legislators will be going out tomorrow.  I know some of you kind of already 
jumped the gun because you have special Legislators that you wanted to invite.  
That’s okay.  I think we have a good list, but there are couple of people tonight 
after the meeting I’m going to try to get you real quick before you leave to make 
sure you – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Who are you missing?  Who isn’t covered? 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
There’s probably about – could it be off the record? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Well maybe later – 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
So after the meeting we’ll straighten it all out.  We have all full intentions of the 
invitations going out tomorrow.  Okay, Ed, your turn. 
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MR. HAHN: 
Thank you.  The journal report, first of all, needs a couple of corrections.  Down 
the middle of the page, half pages, that should be $300, not $250.  Below that, 
quarter pages are $175.  Then down on the – 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
That’s not on the contracts that I have. 
 
MS. YOUNG: 
It isn’t on mine either. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
I sent out 50 or 60 already. 
 
MR. HAHN: 
What did you send out? 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
What I got at the kick-off, which is $150 for a quarter page and $250 for a half 
page.   
 
MR. FISCHER: 
No, It’s $300 and $175. 
 
MR. HAHN: 
Did you use the disk that was provided? 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
No, I used the package that was given out at the kick-off and photocopied it.  Any 
new ones I send out, I’ll send out with the new amount, but the ones that are 
coming in with that, we’ll take it.   
 
MR. HAHN: 
Is everyone clear on that?  Just consult your disk if you have any questions.  It’s 
on there.  The other thing on the report under the eighth page is $100; the Land 
Tech group was solicited by Tim Votapka.  The report itself is self-explanatory.  
The money is coming in.  It’s really only the beginning.  So hopefully at the 
August meeting we will have a significantly greater amount of money that has 
come in.   
 
One of the things at the bottom is a note about letting Sylvia know who the 
contact person was that solicited the journal ad.  What I suggest is if you do have 
the disk, we will be using that as an enclosure to letters that go out.  Either put 
your name at the bottom or your initials or something like that, so when it comes 
back to Sylvia she can readily ascertain who gets credit for that particular journal 
ad. 
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Turning to the journal schedule itself, the schedule that’s on the disk that I have 
been using has a copy deadline date of August 1, 2000.  That date should be 
September 1.  If we have any stragglers, we could probably accommodate a few, 
particularly if they are willing to up the ad that they’re purchasing. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
Even if they’re late, you can always do a supplemental addendum, an insert. 
 
MR. HAHN: 
I think that pretty much covers everything.  The only thing I want to add is that in 
the letter that was on the disk that I believe Harlan provided everybody, I’m not 
soliciting journal ads with inviting people to come to the ball itself.   I understand 
that, thankfully, there aren’t that many tables left, so I’m limiting it to just the 
journal ad.   
 
Basically what I do is I call somebody up first and remind them of all the things 
that I have done for them, and at that point, say it’s about time you did something 
for me.  I start off with can you contribute $5,000, and when the laughter stops, I 
usually get somewhere in the middle of whatever the journal ad is.  So just as a 
note to that, because tables are limited at this point, I have deleted that out of the 
letter that goes out to people so that we’re not faced with a situation where you’re 
inviting them to come, and there aren’t any tables left.  Other than that, Sylvia will 
be in the next couple of weeks sending out ad requests for the museum.  
Hopefully that will add a significant amount. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Can I make a suggestion?  When I did a fundraiser some months ago, we knew 
we were going to sell out.  As we sent out letters, we informed everybody that we 
were approaching a sell-out, and that it sold out last year.  We said things like 
that.  We found it got people to move faster and put a sense of urgency, and we 
did sell out early.  We turned away quite a few people.  We converted most of 
them into ads or other contributions. 
 
MR. HAHN: 
I think that’s the thing in terms of soliciting ads.  You have to have a different 
approach with different people that you’re targeting.  My targets are basically, at 
this point, people that I know personally but I know are not going to come to the 
ball or the gala.  I’m also going to be targeting local businesses in Huntington.  
Again, I don’t expect them to come.  It’s more of just giving us the money.  But I 
think that’s a good point, yes.  That concludes my report. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
Just to add to what Ed said about the disk that everybody had, those were 
actually samples for you.  You can change anything on it.  You can’t change the 
rates and make up your own rates for the journal. 
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MR. LUECKE: 
Gary did. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
I went with what I had. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
I know Susan and I talked about this.  We said on the bottom where it said to 
have everything come back to Sylvia, on all the letters I sent out, I just put my 
address on the bottom and enclosed a return envelope.  People just sent it back, 
so now I know who I have to follow up with.  I don’t have to call Sylvia and bother 
her.  So you can put your name on the bottom, if you’re sending it out to people 
you know.  It’s easier to keep track if it comes back to you.  We even gave you a 
sheet to keep track of who you’re sending things out to and when they came 
back.  Feel free to change the bottom.  The staff here is doing a lot of other 
things.  It’s just easier for you to keep track of your own stuff coming back to you 
instead of calling Sylvia and saying did this ad come in.  People will send it right 
back to you if you put your name on the bottom. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
What I’m doing is I’m still in the middle of my mailing.  I don’t know how long it 
will be.  I know I’ve been driving Sylvia crazy, send me more, send me more.  I 
will prepare a list and give it to you.  Right now it’s about 150 people.  I don’t 
know what it will end up.  There’s no point in sending internal lists.  Have faith.  
I’m sure there are others in the same position where they’re working to send out 
that list, and you’ll get it.   
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Okay, now I would like to introduce Gary Fischoff to give us a brief update on 
sponsorships and donations. 
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
If everyone looks, it’s the page with the kick-off report.  You can see the 
sponsorships so far are coming in somewhat slowly, although as with everything 
we anticipate, it will pick up as we get closer to the event.  I noticed, for example, 
two listed there for me.  I wasn’t sure if they had sent in the $100 for the journal 
ad or not, but they didn’t include business cards. We really had no text for 
printing, so we called it a sponsorship.   
 
What I did is, I sent out about 50 letters with the journal contract that I 
photocopied as opposed to the one on the disk.  It was a letter that Harlan gave 
us that I personalized and changed around, and then from that list I now go down 
the list and call these people I know and say, “Gee, I didn’t hear anything back 
from you.  What’s up?  I want an ad from you.  What size ad are you going to do?  
What size sponsorship?”  I think that’s what’s important.  Whoever is sending out 
mailings to people on their list, just mail it out.  The response rate is going to be 
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somewhat lower than if you didn’t follow up the letter with a phone call and say, 
“What’s up?”  I find people who I follow up with a phone call, I’m not getting a no, 
I’m getting like, “Yea, I’ll get to it,” which means in a few weeks I’m going to call 
them again, for those people that don’t send in.  A few came in without a phone 
call, a $100 check or a $200 check or a couple of $500 ones.  But it’s important 
to follow up with whatever you do by mail with a phone call.   
 
I just gave Sylvia the list so she can mail out invitations to these people who I 
didn’t mail out and I really didn’t invite them because a lot of them I don’t really 
expect to come.  They’ll just meet their obligation by writing a check.  Although 
today I called somebody to find out what size journal ad he wanted and he said, 
“Oh, no, I want tickets.  I need at least two.”  I said, “I don’t know, it may be sold 
out.”  He said, “I’ve got to have two.”  I said, “How about a journal ad?”  I guess 
we’ll sell him the tickets, no problem, but I would also suggest that a sponsorship 
from him or a journal ad would be good.  I think the same applies for everybody.  
You have to follow up with a phone call if we’re going to get sponsorships.  The 
tickets are going to sell on their own.  The journal ads do to a certain extent, but if 
we want to get the bigger checks it takes a phone call at least. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
You can tell them the last ten tickets have to go in conjunction with sponsorships.   
 
MR. FISCHOFF: 
It’s a good idea. Or maybe the price of the tickets should go up the first 150 
tickets are $250 each and the second 150 are $350. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Thank you, Mr. Fischoff.  I’d just like everyone to know that tonight we have 
additional letterhead, envelopes, and the sponsorship folders.  We have those 
available tonight.  We also have invitations.  So if, by chance, you need more, 
we’ve got them here tonight.  Please see Sylvia.  She’ll be more than happy to 
give them to you.  I’d like to end with our last Trustee and Co-chair, my husband, 
Mr. Fischer. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
We’ve been on vacation two weeks.  We’ve gotten very formal.  My sheet has all 
kinds of stuff on it.  It says, “Good luck.  Love, Olivia.”  There are a couple of 
things I want to go over.  First of all, I want to thank everybody for their 
enthusiasm.  It’s exciting.  I know Olivia and I are putting a lot of time and effort 
into this, and we’re trying to hope that that rubs off on everybody else.  Had I 
known that everybody is going to list the specific things that were given in tonight, 
I would have turned these in earlier.  But I don’t ever want anybody to say that I 
don’t lead by example.  Tonight I had already given $2,500 worth of things and 
$200 more were mailed in here that I didn’t know about.  One should say Hillside 
Plaza Associates, which is my landlord.  They sent in $100, and some friends of 
our sent in another $100 here.  But in addition to that, I want to hand in this 
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evening a total of $1,950 of contributions, $2,400 of ads, and a total of $3,000 of 
ball tickets, which brings my total so far to $7,450.  So I’m going to giving this to 
Sylvia with all the checks. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Show off. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Well, you got all the stuff before the rest of us.   
 
MR. FISCHER: 
But I didn’t act on it before anybody else.  The whole process – everybody has 
their own style of doing things, and the process is not that complicated.  With all 
the good press that we’ve gotten lately, just about anybody that you have 
anything to do with, if you just send them a nice letter telling them how important 
it is, it starts adding up.  I mean, people just sent back checks for $100 and said, 
“Sorry I can’t come to the ball; here’s a check for $100.”  If you get ten or fifteen 
of those, it’s $1,500 profit that you wouldn’t have had had you not sent the letters 
out.  Everybody doesn’t have to take a full-page ad.  Every contribution is 
worthwhile.   
 
We had just sent out our invitations to the ball, so we’re expecting those to start 
to come in now.  Somebody else just told me they were sending in another $500 
today.  So I’m at about twenty-nine point seven five percent of my commitment 
so far, give or take a percent.  Like I said, hopefully I don’t have to write the 
check for $25,000, but I would like to get at least that much.   
 
I just want to reiterate that if anybody feels they need any help, any ideas, any 
coaching, any kind of things to make anything work, don’t hesitate to e-mail me 
or give me a call or any of that stuff.  We’ll do anything that we can do to make 
this the best event in the history of the museum.    
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
Harlan, how would you like to be account exec at a marketing agency?  Kidding. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
Well, I would just like to sum up by saying that the month of August is really time 
to go out there and do what we have to do because I believe we’re only six 
weeks away from September 16. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
Seven weeks. 
 
MS. FISCHER: 
We have seven weeks.  That is not a lot of time.  It’s really the proper time to 
send invitations.  Usually they go out anywhere from six to eight weeks before an 
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event.  Now is the time.  If the invitations have not gone out, this is really – in 
terms of etiquette – now is the time that they should be going out.  I don’t know if 
there is any special time to solicit sponsorships or journal ads, but I say now is 
really the moment to do it.  We have to have it so that at our next board meeting 
we can be really proud of ourselves and say look how far we have gotten.  We’ve 
reached our goals.  Then anything that happens after that August meeting can be 
icing on the cake.  So I really hope that everybody continues to work as hard as 
they have.  I’m looking around the room.  There is not a face here that isn’t 
working hard.  I’m just very, very appreciative.  So that’s it for tonight.  Thank 
you, everybody. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
What I great group.  Thank you.  Any other comments or questions? 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
I forgot to say one thing.  When we first started, I said that Olivia and I are sort of 
like the good cop/bad cop.  I just want to apologize in advance to anybody if you 
find that over the next seven weeks you think I might be out of line by putting 
some pressure on you and twisting your arm or anything like that.  I’m 
apologizing tonight, and I’m not going to apologize after tonight.  If you feel that 
I’m crossing the line with anything, bring your complaint to me, not to Steve, 
because Steve is going to say I’m just doing my job.  If you sense any kind of 
pressure, it’s only out of love for what we’re trying to do here.  This is my apology 
in advance.  If you start to hear from me over the next seven weeks, it isn’t 
anything personal.  I just want to get that out of the way tonight.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Any other comments?  Marge, you said you had something to say. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
Yes, but it has nothing to do with the ball.  It’s a secretarial kind of thing.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Sylvia. 
 
MS. YOUNG: 
Doug Shaw is not here to give the report on the Vanderbilt Yacht Cup Race, but 
we have back-to-back events that both should raise a lot of money including for 
the first time the Vanderbilt Cup Race.  It is the 20th anniversary of the race, and 
we got together with the Commodores at the Centerport Yacht Club.  They’re 
planning a very, very big fundraising event this year.  They have added a whole 
new class of boats, one-design boats which will probably double the number of 
people that will be involved and the money that will come in.  We’re charging at 
the door for the first time.  They have an auction – they’re planning to do an 
auction.  All monies from the proceeds will come to the museum.  So I’m involved 
personally.  Sue Hirschmann is involved.  Lance will be going to the next 
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meeting.  We want to act and work as a team at the Yacht Club and hope that 
this is also a successful event.   
 
The other thing is that the newsletter will be going out next week. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Anything else on Development?  Wonderful Development Report.  Thank all of 
you for your hard work.  Marge, you had something secretarial? 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
Yes, something of the secretarial nature.  At the back of the development report 
there are two pages, the last two pages of the report.  It’s an updated listing of 
the Trustees with home addresses, spouses, e-mails, fax numbers, etc., and it 
looks like the year that your Trusteeship comes up for renewal.   
 
Also in your folder, there was a sheet with Trustees’ names and preferred mailing 
addresses.  If everyone could just take a moment to look for their name and just 
verify that the information is correct as it is written.  We can declare this put to 
bed for the time being. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
Mine is incorrect. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
What’s the problem, Carl? 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
It says 265. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
It says 265 Asharoken?  Could everyone update their single sheet? 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
I don’t think the fax number is right. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
And on the other sheet, Carl, you’re listed as 225. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
That’s wrong also. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
Should it be 265? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Are you sure you know your address? 
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MS. FURHMANN: 
The very last page of the Development Report, you’re the second name down. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
There’s another sheet in the folder, but I see – 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
I said that, but they were both incorrect in Carl’s case. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
They are both incorrect. 
 
MS. FURHMANN: 
And you think the fax number is incorrect, too?  That would make sense because 
it should be 225; shouldn’t it? 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
No, but I’m 90 percent sure that it’s not correct.   
 
MS. YOUNG: 
Actually, I had 225 on my old list, and I took the administrative list and I changed 
it to 265. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
It’s 265.  I’m sorry I don’t know the fax number. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Could you get back to us next month with your correct fax number? 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
Yes. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Thanks. 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
Marge. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Yes. 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
My e-mail has a little typo in there.  That should take care of it. 
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MS. FUHRMANN: 
Is it correct on this sheet? 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
No. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
It’s wrong in both places. 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
That’s right. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Okay.  Tim, who is the very last listed name, but not least in our hearts, for his e-
mail address the beginning part is correct.  Once you get passed the @ sign – 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Why don’t we just revise the list when we get all the corrections? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Okay.  Well, for anyone who needs to e-mail him regarding the gala, let me just 
say, because it’s very simple, it’s only one letter.  The first word is listed as PRG.  
As listed on the package, it’s PMG Strategic, not the little dotty thing.  On this 
sheet it’s wrong; it’s PRG.  It needs to be changed to PMG. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Is that it? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Unless somebody else has something.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Director’s Report. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Thank you.  Each Trustee should have a new box of business cards, which 
replace the old ones.  These have the correct area code.  We figured if you’re 
sending mailings out with sponsorships, I believe that now they’re not forwarding.  
They’re telling people to check the area codes. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
They are. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
We have made those changes for you. 
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I have to say how thrilled I am that the Board is working like a well-oiled machine.  
It’s incredible synergy that I’m seeing here.  I would like to acknowledge Carl.  
Working an arrangement for us to have a donation of furniture for the museum, 
which was desperately needed.  Carl worked out – I don’t know how many 
thousands of dollars the furniture must have been worth.  There were desks, 
office chairs, and things we would never have been able to buy.  We have been 
able to get rid of a lot of the rag-tag office furniture that we had here.  We actually 
had people typing and sitting in folding chairs.  To have leather office chairs is 
really thrilling.  So that was great. 
 
Gary Fischoff donated a fax machine, which saved my life last night when I had 
two fax machines going at once and needed it to beat the five o’clock deadline 
for Rick Lazio’s office.  So thank you, Gary. 
 
I’d also like to acknowledge - and I won’t begin to touch everyone who has made 
a major contribution on staff here this month, but the efforts the staff are making, 
like Bill Dieck and the grounds’ crew.  For such a small group, they’re getting a 
whirlwind done by keeping our landscape up in addition to what our volunteers 
have done.  Renovating the shop here, Bill has done a great job following up on 
the many capital projects we have going on. 
 
Carol Sperandeo and Wendy O’Donohoe have been doing a great job in the 
administrative office with site use and event planning.  Since Carol has come on 
full time, we’ve really increased our site opportunities and getting a major motion 
picture filmed here and a very hefty check.  In fact, Carol literally worked here 22 
hours one day last week, which was service above and beyond the call of duty, 
to make that film shoot go smoothly.  I’d like to thank her for that.   
 
Id’ like to thank the Planetarium staff for getting the Millenium Mystery show up – 
this was their first team effort in producing a show here at the Planetarium, and it 
did come in on time.  There was a question whether it would, and they were able 
to pull that together.  The show has been very well received.  Thanks to Carol 
Hart and the guides for their effort on the Living History Program, which we learn 
each week, right, Carol, that we improve on our product. 
 
Florence Ogg and I went to Sagamore Hill earlier this week – or was it last week?  
I think it was this week.  We were talking with the staff over there who were very 
impressed with how well we do things here at the Vanderbilt. 
 
Also I would like to acknowledge our Astronomer, Mark McHugh, who is rather 
new, as we indicated.  We all went up to a Planetarium Conference, John Cohen, 
Lorraine Vernola, Mark and I to learn more about what’s new with planetarium 
technology.  This event is held only every two years.  It was my first time going to 
the conference.  I learned a tremendous amount.   On the first day, they 
announced they were going to have an astronomy competition.  The first part 
was a written test, and if you came in a finalist on the written test, you could 



 22

participate in the final program.  Mark eagerly said, “I’m going for the three-hour 
test.”  I don’t know if I would have done that with my boss.  We were delighted 
that he did become a finalist.  We rooted him on.  I think he came in fifth, but 
these were astronomers from all over the world, Germany, Japan, all over the 
United States.  He was in very hot competition.   The three of us did our own 
version of the wave in the Montreal Planetarium for Mark.  He made this 
institution very proud.  We’re very pleased to have Mark with us. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
Did he win any money? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Nobody won any money.  Actually, Lorraine Vernola did win a clock.  She almost 
got nailed at Customs.  At least we got a new clock for the Planetarium. 
 
I’m sure you can see how beautiful our landscape is coming in.  It seems with 
each week as the flowers and the bushes grow it looks more incredibly beautiful. 
Just coming in the gate it stuns me every morning how magnificent the eagles 
look in the courtyard.   
 
I think the ball is going to be a breeze because the major effort of getting the 
property in shape is done.  It looks fantastic, and our visitors certainly appreciate 
that.  We had our Operating Budget review on June 23 at the County Executive’s 
Office.  They were very, very supportive and very pleased with the progress 
we’ve been making here at the Planetarium and the Museum.  I’m sure that we 
will have their full support. 
 
We also have a new County Architect, Ted Godek.  I had an excellent 
relationship with John Hansemann, who was our previous County Architect, but I 
have to say that Ted is scaring me because each time I call him, he’s here within 
24 hours.  I think he spent more time here the past month than John was able to 
do the past couple of years.  So Ted is very much on top of what’s going on here.  
We have routine capital planning meetings.  I think he’ll be a wonderful asset to 
Suffolk County and the Vanderbilt Museum. 
 
I think that about covers what I had to say.  I’d like to thank everyone for their 
participation in the 50th anniversary. I think it was a great event, as well as the 
family picnic.  I’d like to thank Marjorie personally who couldn’t attend the picnic 
but took the time to drive a donated – I forget what you brought. 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Bruschetta and toast. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Yes, bruschetta and toast.  I should have known.  There was a big bowl of it.  So 
your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. 
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MS. FUHRMANN: 
Thank you.   
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
I just wanted to say that since you had the floor and you brought it up, thank you 
very much for that picnic.  We had a wonderful time.  The kids were very 
impressed with the facilities, the grounds.  The water-balloon fight was a big hit.  
My three-year old son wanted to bring one home, and we had to explain to him 
that you can’t do that in the car, at least not in dad’s car.  But thanks again.  It 
was very nice. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
Wait until you hear my idea for next year. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Carol, I’m so sorry I got you so wet, but I had to do it.   Okay, I guess it’s up to 
me.  I have been privileged to make a couple of presentations to a few possible 
donors, and I tie them together on a concept.  I found that somehow I was having 
difficulty with certain components of this institution because I couldn’t tie it 
together on a theme.  It has always been a problem for me in sort of rationalizing 
the historic house with the collections and the Planetarium.  It’s kind of like it 
didn’t tie together.   
 
I spoke with Lance at length about a concept that I have been working on with 
others.  I feel that it’s important that I bring it to your attention because I am 
proposing this along these theme lines to some of these contributors.  I need to 
inform you of what it is I’m saying.   
 
It begins with the collection here which represents a certain level of inquiry that 
Mr. Vanderbilt went out and he collected.  What Mr. Vanderbilt did was that he 
was at a certain stage with the museums where the theme was go out, find the 
stuff, bring it back, and show it to everybody.  Certainly that is a level of inquiry.   
 
I always like to tell the story about Carol Hart where I watched her teach a class 
of kids one day and how she showed how a curator works and how the staff 
investigated the mummy.  I thought that was one of the landmark points for me at 
this institution.  But I have always felt that the Planetarium certainly represented 
a point of inquiry, clearly astronomy is all inquiry.  I mean, that’s what 
astronomers do.   
 
So I started to propose the museum as an inquiry based institution, that the 
theme behind the museum is inquiry.  Now that also applies to business.  It 
applies to historic settings because a businessman will ask questions as to what 
the market needs.  So there is nothing leaving out the historic role that the 
Vanderbilt’s have played in steamships and in business and in things like that.  
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Mr. Vanderbilt was somebody searching for information.  That is really what 
inquiry is.   
 
Inquiry based learning is a whole subject on to itself.  What it is is a subject 
where we excite kids to learning based not upon thrusting information at them, 
but rather by exciting them to ask questions.  When a child or anyone really asks 
a question, they have more ownership in the answer.  Many educational 
institutions across the nation are turning to inquiry based learning.  One of the 
steps to getting there is interactive learning.  But inquiry based learning takes the 
next logical step where it’s on the logical step where it’s on the initiation of the 
person who wants to learn.  It’s really cutting edge educational stuff.   
 
I have put out some proposals to help bring this institution to the forefront of 
inquiry based learning.  I am essentially presenting us as an institution that is 
themed around the concept of inquiry.  I need to have you know that, and if you 
have questions, if I were to be so lucky as to land any of these proposals -- it’s 
something that came up, as Lance will tell you, within a matter of the past week 
or two.  All of a sudden we found ourselves where colleagues of mine at another 
institution – I was involved in making a proposal and where it was clearly the 
inquiry based learning that was at the core of that proposal, and all of a sudden I 
found myself proposing the Museum as the site for those proposals.  It was 
Lance who really kind of put it together for me.  He said there was no question 
that the mummy becomes another source of archeology because archeology is 
another area of inquiry.  The institution is just loaded.  We’re very robust with 
ways in which we can draw kids in to asking questions. 
 
As I turn you back, what Carol did was she showed how scientists, archeologist 
and sociologists ask questions and get answers.  Now I have never seen kids 
more engrossed in an hour or forty-five minutes, whatever it was, of learning in 
my life.  I’m willing to venture that if I could find those same kids today, not one of 
them will ever forget that forty-five minutes.  Nor will they forget much of the 
content material.  This is what I saw with Carol.  I’m not saying that other people 
aren’t doing exciting things.  I’m just saying it’s the experience I had here.   
 
So I wanted to bring this out to you.  It’s certainly kind of awkward because I am 
already working to get funding for the institution to go in that direction.  Does 
anybody want to throw something at me?  Comments, questions? 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
You just explained why I enjoy learning more now than I did when I was in high 
school.    
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Well, when you’re sitting there in a room with a blackboard and is somebody 
spitting out a lot of facts to you, and sometimes that can kill enthusiasm.  But if 
you can go to a place where your questions are what drives the answers, then it 
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can be a wonderful experience.  That’s the best kind of interaction we can offer a 
young visitor when they come here, that they can speak to somebody – I mean, 
imagine how it would be.  And we already do it with our Living History.  
 
Quite frankly, this is where I got it from.  I got it from Carol, but I also got it from 
myself because I often take the Memorial Wing as the closer.  I open it up for 
questions.  I sit there, and they ask me questions.  They just ask questions and 
we kind of banter it back and forth.  We talk about where the Vanderbilt’s fit, and 
we talk about what the Museum is.  We talk about the governance.  People get 
much more absorbed when they’re generating the questions.  So even in that 
small way, I have had a tremendous time in the Living History as John the 
gardener who gets to travel back from 1937 to the year 2000 and even to the 
year 2005.  Their questions are more fun than sometimes what we present to 
them.   
 
One brief story.  I sat there on the floor with three children.  They were very 
young, six, seven or eight, in that range.  Their parents were right behind them, 
but the parents didn’t speak English.  The parents were asking the children 
questions.  The children were translating and asking me questions in English.  
We went back and forth.  It was a combination of the children asking questions 
that the parents were dying to know the answers to.  They had missed so much 
going through the museum because everything they had heard was in English.  I 
felt great being part of that process.  That’s why it stirred me to move forward and 
propose various things.  So if anybody has any questions, I’m certainly open or if 
you want to talk to me after the meeting, I’d be glad to explain what I have tried to 
do.  I’m pursuing certain large donors that I have always nurtured, and I’m hoping 
I can get someplace. 
 
MR. VOTAPKA: 
Do you need support from school superintendents? 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Actually, when it comes to support, I’m going to need a lot of support to pull this 
off.  What’s happened is that we have put together a number of proposals.  There 
is a center at New York Institute of Technology that is dedicated to inquiry based 
learning.  They have been putting out proposals, and I have been helping them 
frame them.  The success record has been nothing but remarkable.  What’s 
happening is that just like we have a partnership with Cornell Cooperative, I want 
to have a partnership with this inquiry – I’m considering a partnership with this 
inquiry center.  But for the most part, they need a site.  They were naturally going 
to use New York Institute of Technology as the site.  I was going along with that 
until I decided that the Vanderbilt would be better.  So now I’m pitching the 
Vanderbilt along with New York Institute of Technology because they are the 
host, but they agreed with me once I went back to them that the Vanderbilt would 
make a very good site.  They have gotten in-kind so far about $2 million.  So it’s 
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not like they’re not moving forward.  I’m pretty excited by their progress, but I 
want to bring it here.  Any questions?  New business? 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
I forgot to mention one item in my report.  About two weeks ago, the U.S. Postal 
Service unveiled a number of new stamps here at the Planetarium.  This is a 
sample of some of the stamps that were done.  We were really honored because 
we have many first associated – this is the first circular stamp ever issued by the 
Postal Service, the first hologram stamp, and there are two additional ones over 
here.  These are the first octagonal stamps or pentagon stamps ever issued by 
the Postal Service as well.  We were really thrilled that they decided to unveil 
these here.  These are other space stamps associated with the Hubble 
Telescope that were issued.  This was a two-hour event opened to the public.   
 
We did a special show in the Planetarium.  We had one of the artists, Attila 
Hedger, who was a personal friend of mine who came and was thrilled to be 
here.  He hadn’t been here since he was a child.  I’m hoping to convince Attila to 
do a mural or something for us here in the future.  It was a wonderful event.  I’m 
assuming Brian will have some press coverage on that in his other videos, but I 
wanted to let you know that that took place.  If you’re smart, you’ll get one of 
these really fast because these will definitely be collector’s items.  These will be 
framed and put on exhibit here in the lobby. 
 
Also, as we said, we’re going to be renovating our gift shop.  If anybody would 
like to hear after the meeting what we plan to do or how we plan to do it, I would 
be happy to show them around.   
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Unfinished business? 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
I just wanted to personally thank Corky and David where last Sunday evening we 
had the Mary Lamont Band here in the “Music Under the Dome” Series.  Mary’s 
husband Jim is, in addition to being her guitar player, a commercial 
photographer.  He put together a slide presentation that was coordinated with the 
music.  Just the timing of everything, it had to be the best show we have had in 
the last year and a half.  The music was great.  There was a tremendous amount 
of excitement.  Artistically, you could just almost not even pay attention to the 
music and watch the slides as they came up on the dome. The timing was 
impeccable.  You guys did a phenomenal job. 
 
MR. COHEN: 
Thank you. 
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MR. FISCHER: 
Keep up that good work.  I would just welcome any of the Board Members to 
come to any of the music series and see that people are having a good time.  
You’ll have a good time too. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Actually, I just ask Lance for an opinion, but I’m going to go against it.  One of the 
things I would like to do is I have some dinosaurs I need to display someplace.  
They’re not big.  They actually go in one cabinet.  There are five little dinosaurs.  
They are a {dinoticus) pack.  I don’t know if anybody knows what that is.  The 
raptor pack is from the movie “Jurassic Park.”  Would anyone mind if we put the 
cabinet in the open floor someplace in this building?  I have no place to put it, 
and they’re really cool. 
 
MR. MALLAMO: 
We’re going to be renovating this lobby within the next six weeks, probably.  
When the gift shop comes out of here, we’ll be doing new exhibits.  In fact, one of 
the exhibits we saw at the Montreal Planetarium, they had a fabulous mural of 
the extinction of the dinosaurs, the impact of the meteor hitting the Earth.  It 
explained that whole thing.  
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
If anybody objects, I won’t bring it in.  I have it.  I don’t have a place to put it.  It 
traveled the world when I was running an exhibit.  They represent about 
$150,000 worth of exhibit material, even though it’s just a little cabinet.  While I’ve 
got it, I thought I would put it here, if you don’t mind. 
 
MR. LUECKE: 
It sounds good. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
Do we have a motion to adjourn? 
 
MS. FUHRMANN: 
Motion. 
 
MR. FISCHER: 
Second. 
 
DR. GITTELMAN: 
All in favor?  Opposed?  We are adjourned. 
 

(The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.) 
 
{ } – Denotes spelled phonetically. 
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