
 1

TEEN PREGNANCY TASK FORCE  
Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2010 

I. Call to order 

Marcia Spector called to order the tenth meeting of the Teen Pregnancy Task Force at 

2:10 PM on June 16th, 2010 in the Suffolk County Department of Labor in the North 

County Complex, Hauppauge, NY  11788. 

II. Roll call 

The following Task Force Members were present: 

Janet P. Cassidy, SC One-Stop Employment Center, Jennifer Freeman, 

County Executive Assistant, Lorraine Gariboldi, Life Center of LI, Inc., 

Laura Giardino, Suffolk County Department of Health Services, Penny 

Ilberg, Department of Social Services, Molly Licalzi, Eastern Suffolk 

BOCES, Marcia K. Spector, SNAP, Lorraine Squires, Mastics Moriches 

Shirley Community Library, Vivian Viloria-Fisher, Legislator, 5th 

District 

   

The following Members were present:   

Resource to Task Force - Sandra Gil, Suffolk County Department of 

Health Services, Clerical Staff - Ann Maurren, Suffolk County 

Department of Health Services, Ginny Suhr, Legislative Aide 

  

The following visitors were present: 

Maria Barbara, Legislative Aide to Tom Cilmi, Nancy Hormann, RN, 

BSN, Jill Porter, Suffolk County Department of Probation, Donna 

Vigilante, Probation Officer, Suzanne Witzenburg, Planned 

Parenthood  

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Minutes were reviewed with no changes.  L. Gariboldi made a motion to accept the 

minutes, seconded by L. Giardino, minutes were unanimously approved. 

IV. Chairperson’s Report: 

a) M. Spector discussed future Task Force meeting dated Wednesday, July 28th, to be 

held at EOC Headquarters, located at 31 West Main Street, in Patchogue.  The 

room has been reserved from 12:00 to 5:00PM.  L. Giardino suggested that a 
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morning meeting might be more productive.  The Task Force agreed.  M. Spector 

will secure the room from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM.    

b) L. Giardino contacted Cicatelli Associates, Inc., and is waiting for a response 

regarding a facilitator to assist in the report provided by the Task Force.  She also 

suggested Robbie Kincaid as a facilitator. 

c) N. Hormann read a letter she had previously addressed to the Task Force 

promoting her support as an advocate for comprehensive health education.  She is 

presently an RN and is attending St. Joseph’s graduate nursing program.   

d) M. Barbara presented an email address for Wendel Chu from East Islip School 

District to be included in future meeting emails.  He will be assigning a new 

representative from the school district to attend Task Force meetings. 

e) Leg. V. Viloria-Fisher commented that she will speak to the Presiding Officer 

regarding funding to hire a facilitator, however, she did remark that there is no 

more funding available for secretarial services. 

f) M. Spector and S. Gil attended the Family Planning Advisory Group at the Suffolk 

County Department of Health Services.  Currently, Family Planning services are 

integrated into the Maxine Postal Health Center but teens do not access services 

frequently.                                             

V. Presentation by Suzanne Witzenburg, Director, Education and Training, Planned 

Parenthood Hudson/Peconic 

a)  S. Witzenburg introduced an exercise for the Task Force entitled the Pill Story.  

Discussion followed pertaining to behavior ratings related to parents, doctors, 

teachers and teens. 

b)  S. Witzenburg reported the Sexual Health Guidelines from the NYS Department of 

Health which included comprehensive sexuality education.  She continued to 

explain Rights, Respect, Responsibility as a good model for the Task Force report.  

It was developed in Europe including France and the Netherlands.  Both these 

countries have low rates of teen pregnancy and STIs.   

c)  S. Witzenburg explained the comprehensive sex education program in use by the 

State of Oregon.  The program encourages focusing on family communication 

about sexuality between parent/guardian and child.  The report included research 

information and conclusive statistics.  She encouraged the Task Force to review 

the website www.new3rs.info for information regarding the above program.   

d)  S. Witzenburg reported on the California Comprehensive Sexual Health and 

HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Act passed in 2003.  The common theme for the 

success of these programs relies on positive input and cooperation from parents 

and family members.  She concluded by saying that teens must be engaged in 

every aspect of the process. 

e)  “Trends in the Prevalence of Sexual Behaviors” handout was distributed noting an 

increase in the use of birth control pills between 1901 and 2009. 
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VI. Presentation by Jill Porter, Suffolk County Department of Probation and Donna Vigilante, 

Probation Officer 

a)  J. Porter described her presentations in classrooms relating to the gang issue.  The 

empowerment of females must be ongoing in order for any success in the gang 

crisis.  She expressed concern over the young age that involves gang activity 

starting as early as 3rd grade.  Handouts were distributed entitled “Teen Pregnancy 

– Some Facts”. 

b)  J. Porter believes that all school districts should express concern over the gang 

crisis and nobody is exempt.  You can not predict who will become a gang 

member; it can affect children from various financial and educational 

backgrounds.  P. Ilberg commented that disenfranchised children are more at 

risk.  J. Porter believes that more programs for teens are essential for future 

prevention.   

c)  J. Porter did not have verifiable statistics but the Department of Probation is now 

trying to compose lists according to arrest numbers and drug and mental health 

histories.  They hope to have statistics finished by December, 2010.   

d)  Leg. V. Viloria-Fisher commented on the loss of the DARE program.  She believes 

that a police presence in some schools offered safety and a positive connection for 

some students.  She would like to see more resource officers placed in schools.  J. 

Porter responded that PoliceSmart is being utilized in the schools and promotes 

having probation officers in schools where teens are on probation.  

e)  D. Vigilante is a probation officer working with adult sex offenders.  Computers, 

FaceBook, MySpace and all social networks are the basis for many of the problems 

she encounters.  She reports that even though sex offenders are generally not 

rehabilitated, the results are positive when they are confined and regulated on 

probation.   

f)  D. Vigilante expressed concern over the amount of females who are sexting.  She 

advises not to put anything on a computer that you wouldn’t say or do face to 

face.  A list of sex offender mandates was distributed to Task Force members. 

g)  J. Porter commented that it is imperative that gang related victims have an 

advocate available when going to court.  Not all offenders are registered and there 

are different levels and criteria.  There are 398 sex offenders on probation at the 

present time.  When juvenile sex offenders are released, they are not always 

supervised and there are only 2 juvenile parole officers.  The recent FBI 

involvement has been very beneficial and assists with internet crimes. 

h)  J. Porter stresses the importance of empowering females with information 

including facts about not being validated by a male.  It is also equally important 

that any female who reports a gang member be afforded protection and advocacy. 

VII. New Business 
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a)  S. Gil reported that Dafny Irrizary was a confirmed speaker for July 14th and she is 

still waiting for confirmation on the other speakers. 

b)  J. Cassidy has reserved the meeting room in the Department of Labor for the July 

14th meeting.   

c)  N. Hormann reported that she would like to advocate for the Task Force.  She 

stressed prevention and parent involvement.  M. Spector responded that we must 

build support and have also considered outreach to nurses. 

d)  Leg. V. Viloria-Fisher commented that Gail Bouras from the Perinatal Coalition 

inquired about attending the Task Force meetings.  M. Spector responded that all 

visitors are welcome to attend.     

VIII. Adjournment 

Penny Ilberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 PM, seconded by Laura 

Giardino.  Meeting was adjourned.   

Minutes submitted by:  Ann Maurren 

 


