
TEEN PREGNANCY TASK FORCE  
Meeting Minutes 

May 5, 2010 

I. Call to order 

Marcia Spector called to order the seventh meeting of the Teen Pregnancy Task Force 

at 2:13 PM on May 5th, 2010 in the Suffolk County Department of Labor in the North 

County Complex in Hauppauge, NY  11788. 

II. Roll call 

The following Task Force Members were present: 

Janet P. Cassidy, SC One-Stop Employment Center, Lorraine Gariboldi, 

Life Center of LI, Inc., Laura Giardino, Suffolk County Department of 

Health Services, Penny Ilberg, Department of Social Services, Judith 

Specht, RN., Stony Brook Hospital, Marcia K. Spector, SNAP 

   

The following Members were present:   

Resource to Task Force - Sandra Gil, Suffolk County Department of 

Health Services, Clerical Staff - Ann Maurren, Suffolk County 

Department of Health Services, Ginny Suhr, Legislative Aide 

  

The following visitors were present: 

Kerrilynn Hurley, Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Community Library, 

Anthony Marmo, Planned Parenthood, Suzanne Witzenburg, Planned 

Parenthood 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Minutes were reviewed with one change.  Section IV, a) last sentence to read “P. 

Ilberg commented that we don’t support “positive images as cool” on television shows, 

internet, etc.”  P. Ilberg made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by L. 

Gariboldi, minutes were unanimously approved. 

IV. Chairperson’s Report: 

a) M. Spector distributed a flyer including information regarding SNAP’s Annual 

“Leaders of the Future Conference/Youth Speak Out”.  It is being held at the 

Brentwood Country Club on Thursday, May 20, 2010 from 4:00 to 8:00 PM.  The 

Teen Speak Out is from 4:45 to 5:30 PM.  The conference is not an open 

invitation; however, the Task Force is invited to attend.  M. Spector requested that 



Task Force members respond as soon as possible especially if they plan to stay for 

dinner.  

V. May 4th Public Hearing in Shirley 

a)   M. Spector commented that the hearing in Shirley was well attended; there were 

interesting speakers, but no stenographer.  M. Spector, G. Suhr , SNAP staff and 

others took notes.   M. Spector requested that these notes be forwarded to her and 

Leg. V. Viloria-Fisher’s office will compile the notes into one report. 

b)  Feedback from the hearing included:  L. Giardino commended the Colonial Youth 

staff for their commitment and passion for their clients and families.  The 

presence of the staff and clients from Colonial Youth underscored the absence of 

family support in many teenagers’ lives.  Other barriers include lack of 

transportation, childcare, funding for community based organizations and GED 

programs. 

      S. Gil expressed concern for the undocumented pregnant and parenting 

women and lack of services available to them especially when PCAP services end. 

G. Suhr observed that women are frequently abandoned with no job, child 

care or transportation.  She also remarked that teens sometimes have selective 

listening. 

J. Cassidy remarked about the importance of peer support and involvement as 

prevention tools. 

J. Specht commented on the effect of pregnant and parenting siblings on 

another sibling.  P. Ilberg responded that Colonial and TASA do have sibling 

programs, but more is needed.  Having a school-based mother/child program as 

previously conducted by BOCES would be helpful. 

c)  The financial cost of a teen pregnancy was discussed:  the group agreed that 

prevention is more cost effective than prenatal care, public assistance, etc.   

d)  L. Gariboldi reported on an abstinence program named ”Best Friends in 

Washington D.C.”  At least 17 studies proved that 10-20% of the students were 

willing to follow the program and felt it was worth a try even as a pilot program.   

e)  S. Gil suggested that all not-for-profit agencies get together to create a consortium 

for future progress and create a comprehensive sex education program.  L. 

Giardino encouraged male involvement and the need to begin education at an 

early age promoting healthy relationships and respect. 

f)  S. Witzenburg commented on separating anti-choice and abortion issues at 

hearings.  She presented a European study encouraging healthy relationships and 

responsible decisions.  She commented that abstinence is not a lifetime practice 

compared to “say no to drugs” and feels that we must provide more access to 

information about family planning, responsible relationships and sex outside of 

marriage. 



VI. Presentation by Suzanne Witzenburg, Director of Education and Training, Planned 

Parenthood Hudson/Peconic 

a)  S. Witzenburg reported on the history of Planned Parenthood when clients visited 

their offices for pregnancy tests and contraception.  Today, Planned Parenthood 

has seen the availability of over the counter emergency contraception and birth 

control.  They offer HPV vaccinations and comments that there has been an 

“explosion in options”.  They also provide programs for parents; encourage 

parental involvement, adolescent training, HPV vaccines for men and women and 

all contraception supplies are available with counseling.  Their centers are located 

in Amagansett, Patchogue, Huntington, Smithtown, (provides surgical and 

medication abortions, the ultimate decision belongs to the mother) West Islip and 

Riverhead.   

b)  Discussion was held re:  mandated reporting of statutory rape.  Clarification and 

further discussion will be provided at the May 19th meeting.   

c)  Anthony Marmo from Planned Parenthood presented an overview explaining the 

agency’s programs.  He provided an in-depth account of services available 

including HIV/AIDS, abstinence, abortion, adolescent development and sexuality, 

communication, contraception, pregnancy and birth, reproductive health, 

relationships, safer sex, STIs and teen pregnancy.  He mentioned that he will alter 

lessons for the audience’s needs, but will always mention that he works for 

Planned Parenthood.  

d)  A. Marmo distributed pamphlets explaining the HPV vaccine, birth control facts 

and professional development seminars.   

e)  P. Ilberg suggested that A. Marmo’s presentation should be available on “you tube” 

and the internet.  S. Witzenburg responded that Planned Parenthood is already on 

Facebook and Twitter.  M. Spector commented that some vulnerable populations 

may not have access to computers. 

f)  Questions included places that request speakers from Planned Parenthood; A. 

Marmo has presented in schools, temples, Unitarian churches and some Catholic 

schools.    

VII. New Business 

a)  M. Spector reported that the May 19th meeting will include presentations by 4 

speakers on statutory rape.  L. Gariboldi will be presenting at the June 2nd 

meeting.  Suggestions for future discussion included:  immigration issues, special 

populations including people with mental illness, special needs, gay and lesbians, 

substance abusers, gangs and male involvement. 

b)  J. Specht commented that she was disturbed at the responses that Planned 

Parenthood received at the public hearing.  She suggested that the Task Force 



enforce stricter rules to facilitate the gathering of information.  M. Spector 

responded that goals will be reviewed before the next public hearing. 

c)   M. Spector will forward a formatted report from a previous task force for all to 

review.  We will pursue further categorization at the May 19th meeting.   

d)  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for the Department of Labor building.  

A. Maurren will email the location of the meeting when the minutes are sent. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:50 PM.  Janet Cassity provided the Task Force with a tour 

of the Department of Labor facility. 

Minutes submitted by:  Ann Maurren 

 


