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           2                     [MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER  
           
           3                     AT 5:30 P.M] 
           
           4      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Welcome everyone this  
           
           5  evening.  This is the, I guess we'll call this the  
           
           6  third public hearing of the Suffolk County Senior  
           
           7  Citizens Task Force.  I'm going to ask everybody  
           
           8  to please rise and join us in the Pledge of  
           
           9  Allegiance lead by our Vice Chairwoman.   
           
          10  [PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE]  
           
          11                           I ask that everyone  
           
          12  please remain standing as we take a moment of  
           
          13  silence to keep in our thoughts and prayers our  
           
          14  very brave men and women serving us overseas, and  
           
          15  also to take a moment to reflect, and keep in our  
           
          16  prayers those that lost their lives in the recent  
           
          17  tragedy at Virginia Tech.  Also, it has become our  
           
          18  custom here for the Senior Citizen Task Force to  
           
          19  also, in that moment of silence, to remember Ed  
           
          20  Seaman.  Ed, who was such a champion for seniors  
           
          21  rights and their families here throughout Suffolk  
           
          22  County.   
           
          23  [MOMENT OF SILENCE]  
           
          24                           Thank you.  I say the  
           
          25  third public hearing but of course this is our  
           
           
           
           
           
           
           1           SENIOR CITIZENS'S TASK FORCE   4 
           
           2  second day.  This is the evening session.  We had  
           



           3  a earlier session that went over the initial time.   
           
           4  It was four hours, four and a half hours.  It was  
           
           5  a full house, and it was wonderful to see so many  
           
           6  seniors and senior advocates and professionals  
           
           7  come to speak to us and share their thoughts.  We  
           
           8  are looking forward to hearing from all of you.  
           
           9  Thank you so much for being here.  Let's take a  
           
          10  moment to go around to each of the Task Force  
           
          11  Members and introduce themselves this evening.   
           
          12      MR. STONER:          I'm William I. Stoner,  
           
          13  Associate State Director for AARP.  I have  
           
          14  responsibilities on Long Island and Staten Island.  
           
          15  Statewide my responsibilities include the Senior's  
           
          16  agenda; transportation, housing and coordination  
           
          17  of services.     
           
          18      MS. WHITE:           I'm Thelma White.  I  
           
          19  represent the Town of Riverhead.   
           
          20      MS. DEMASI:          I'm Priscilla DeMasi.   I  
           
          21  represent Legislator Losquandro by Legislator  
           
          22  Romaine and my experience and education is in long  
           
          23  term care.   
           
          24      MS. GIACOIA:         I'm Pam Giacoia, Director  
           
          25  of Senior Services for the Town of Southhampton.     
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           2      MS. MC LAUGHLIN:     I'm Karen McLaughlin,  
           
           3  Director of Human Services for the Town of  
           



           4  Southold.     
           
           5      MS. RHODES-TEAGUE:   Holly Rhodes-Teague,  
           
           6  Director of the Suffolk County Office of the  
           
           7  Aging.   
           
           8      MR. KERN:            I'm Bob Kern and I'm from  
           
           9  SAD.  Seniors Against Discrimination.    
           
          10      MS. HARTY:           Sue Harty, I'm the  
           
          11  Director of the Town of Huntington Senior  
           
          12  Division.    
           
          13      MS. GALLOGY:         I'm Carolyn Gallogy. I'm    
           
          14  from the Town of Islip but I'm here as a  
           
          15  Chairperson on the Advisory Board to the Office of  
           
          16  the Aging.    
           
          17      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you everybody for  
           
          18  coming here and coming back.  I am Steven Stern.   
           
          19  I am the Suffolk County Legislator and I represent  
           
          20  the 16th Legislative District.  I'm representing  
           
          21  parts of Huntington and Babylon.  It is also my  
           
          22  privilege to serve as the Chairman of the Seniors  
           
          23  Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature.   
           
          24  Several months ago I introduced Legislature  
           
          25  establishing this Suffolk County Wide Senior  
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           2  Citizens Task Force, specifically to address many  
           
           3  of the concerns that seniors have throughout our  
           
           4  community.  Affordable housing, access to public  
           



           5  transportation, quality long term care and  
           
           6  specifically quality long term care that could be  
           
           7  provided at home or within our communities rather  
           
           8  than facilities.  And I say this all the time, in  
           
           9  all of my years working with seniors and their  
           
          10  families, advocating and otherwise, I have yet to  
           
          11  even hear one person tell me that they would  
           
          12  rather receive the care that they need in a  
           
          13  nursing home rather than at home.  And so how we  
           
          14  keep seniors at home within   
           
          15  their communities and the homes they love is one  
           
          16  of the primary focuses of this task force and many  
           
          17  of the other issues that I had discussed.  
           
          18                           We've started the process  
           
          19  already and we've heard from so many wonderful  
           
          20  advocates and professionals and seniors  
           
          21  themselves.  And I don't know about all of you but  
           
          22  I've already come up with some wonderful ideas and  
           
          23  can't wait to get back to our meetings and start  
           
          24  to discuss with the Legislature all of the things  
           
          25  that we've already learned, and how we're going to  
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           2  be able to handle that, and so many good  
           
           3  suggestions.  Rather than go on and on, since we  
           
           4  met earlier today, let's start the public portion  
           
           5  of today's meeting.  Everybody had the opportunity  
           



           6  to fill out a green card.  If you'd like to speak  
           
           7  and haven't filled out a green card, please fill  
           
           8  it out and if you can give it to my assistant,  
           
           9  Mary, and she'd be happy to bring it up.  We're  
           
          10  just going to go in order as I receive the cards.   
           
          11  I'm going to ask everyone to limit their comments  
           
          12  to 3 minutes and then if we have questions we'll  
           
          13  have some questions and answers with all of the  
           
          14  speakers.   So, let me call first, Allen Perkowski  
           
          15  and on deck will be Mickey Davison-Bell.    
           
          16      MR. PERKOWSKI:       Good evening, sir.  My  
           
          17  name is Allen Perkowski.  I live here in the Town  
           
          18  of Southampton.  I come to you as a citizen and  
           
          19  taxpayer.  I'm not a senior citizen.  I'm only 58  
           
          20  years old but I'm going to be there some day.  
           
          21  I don't have a lot of words of wisdom to give you  
           
          22  but I'd like to pass on some things I have  
           
          23  observed.  One of them is, I have been taught to  
           
          24  live by the golden rule and treat people the way  
           
          25  that you want to be treated.  Possibly every one  
           
           
           
           
           
           
           1           SENIOR CITIZENS'S TASK FORCE   8 
           
           2  of you -- I know you're sitting there today  
           
           3  but you may be back there ten years from now,  
           
           4  twenty years from now, thirty years from now.  
           
           5  Approximately two months ago I became a new   
           
           6  employee working for the Town of Southampton,  
           



           7  Senior Service Division.  I drive a minibus.   
           
           8  I've accepted each and every one of those  
           
           9  individuals and try to treat them as if they were  
           
          10  my mother, my father, my grandmother, my  
           
          11  grandfather.  I know that I'm going to be in their  
           
          12  place someday.  I'd like to remind you of that.  I  
           
          13  know this morning I sat here, you probably  
           
          14  recognize me, I stood in the back of the room.   
           
          15  The reason I came back tonight is to represent  
           
          16  myself.  Those people touched my heart, just as I  
           
          17  know they touched each and every one of you.   
           
          18                           Since I joined the Town  
           
          19  of Southampton two months -- my boss is here, whom  
           
          20  I won't mention by name, she'll tell you later.   
           
          21      MS. GIACOIA:         Just watch it.   
           
          22      MR. PERKOWSKI:       She has wonderful, good  
           
          23  people working for her, for the Senior Service  
           
          24  Division for the senior citizens. I'm proud to be  
           
          25  a member of that family.  They just go and give  
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           2  a hundred and fifty percent for these seniors.  I  
           
           3  didn't write anything down.  I'm not that type of  
           
           4  a person.  I like to speak from the heart.  Every  
           
           5  one of those people are special.  There are times  
           
           6  when you're crabby, sometimes joyful,  
           
           7  sometimes they're not.  We still treat them the  
           



           8  same.  If this task force can look at possibly --  
           
           9  Every one of the projects mentioned this morning  
           
          10  that they can handle, whether it's senior housing,  
           
          11  it's money, money, money.  I don't know if you can  
           
          12  look at possibly dividing a share of  
           
          13  cost at the County level to the Towns, per senior  
           
          14  citizen.  I know you have the numbers over here. 
           
          15  You know where each and every one of us live.   
           
          16  The Town of Southampton does very good with the  
           
          17  share that they have, I guess at the County level,  
           
          18  State money or Federal.  If they can be a example  
           
          19  for the other Townships.  Please look at them.  I  
           
          20  think they have done a couple of good things in  
           
          21  the two months that I have seen.  One of the other  
           
          22  things I'd like to point out to you is  
           
          23  information, sharing information. I know it was  
           
          24  mentioned tonight and as each hearing  
           
          25  goes on, the crowds get larger and  
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           2  larger.  When I started working for the seniors, I  
           
           3  gathered some brochures about what services are  
           
           4  provided to our seniors in the Town of  
           
           5  Southampton.  My boss' wife's mother sat at home  
           
           6  eight hours, nine hours, a day with nothing to do.   
           
           7  She has dementia. I introduced some of those   
           
           8  programs to her.  I gave her the pamphlets.  Her  
           



           9  boss is a very educated woman, she's a manager  
           
          10  of a bank, and she did not know the services that  
           
          11  the Town provides.  All I'm trying to get the  
           
          12  sharing of information.  Reach out to the  
           
          13  community.  
           
          14                           Let each Town know, 
           
          15  the seniors, what's going on in their Town.   
           
          16  Whether its from mailing, newspaper, TV  
           
          17  advertising.  I'm not trying to pat her on the  
           
          18  back but she's been on television many, many  
           
          19  times, even before I joined the Town of  
           
          20  Southampton I saw her on TV talking about the  
           
          21  services provided.  Maybe that's one more avenue  
           
          22  to look at, communication.  I don't have anything  
           
          23  more.  I just want to say thank you for joining  
           
          24  everyone together here.  You're all  
           
          25  doing a very good job.  Please think of the golden  
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           2  rule.  Thank you.  
           
           3      MS. RHODES-TEAGUE:   I just wanted to mention  
           
           4  that in terms of funding, the Office for Aging is   
           
           5  a conduit for Federal money, State money, and we  
           
           6  then contract out, with whatever money the  
           
           7  County puts in, and that goes to the ten Towns who   
           
           8  provide services as well.  So, I can say that in  
           
           9  Suffolk County, we have a true partnership with  
           



          10  all levels of government which works out really  
           
          11  well.  I'm really proud to say it's a true  
           
          12  partnership and worked really well.  Suffolk  
           
          13  County gets the best bang for the buck.   It's a  
           
          14  true partnership and has provided really nice  
           
          15  services for Suffolk County because of that.   
           
          16      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thanks.  I certainly  
           
          17  appreciate the comments.  One of the things, among  
           
          18  many, that the members of this Task Force are  
           
          19  starting to see and appreciate, and know the  
           
          20  direction we need to move in, and what is exactly  
           
          21  the best practices for all the Towns in their  
           
          22  Senior Citizens Divisions, and to see what each  
           
          23  Town does so well, and to bring those best  
           
          24  practices, really bring, all the decision markers  
           
          25  together at various levels of government to see  
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           2  what works well, what doesn't work, and what  
           
           3  various towns need to change and how County  
           
           4  government  can coordinate those efforts going  
           
           5  forward.  Thank you for your help.  Mickey  
           
           6  Davison-Bell.  Next is Fred Roffe. 
           
           7      MS. DAVISON-BELL:    Suffolk County  
           
           8  Legislator, Steven Stern, Senior Task Force:   
           
           9  Thank you for giving me this opportunity today.   
           
          10  I am Mickey Davison-Bell.  I am the Supervisor  
           



          11  of the Day Care Program for the Town of  
           
          12  Southampton.  The question was posed, how to grow  
           
          13  old in Suffolk County.  I'm going to speak to you  
           
          14  as one of my clients.  I want to be their voice  
           
          15  today since they can not speak for themselves.   
           
          16  I'm between 56 and 95.  I'm male, female, father  
           
          17  or mother, husband and wife, engineer, teachers,   
           
          18  real estate broker, judge.  I ride on a special   
           
          19  bus from different areas of my town.  I'm greeted  
           
          20  at the bus by a wonderful caring person who calls  
           
          21  me by name.  He gives me a kiss and hug as I step  
           
          22  out of the bus.  I'm lucky to be here.  My coat  
           
          23  is hung up because I can't do it myself.  A  
           
          24  specific name tag is put on me so everyone can  
           
          25  call me by my correct name.  I'm unsteady  
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           2  on my feet because I am frail.  I'm served a  
           
           3  delicious breakfast of hot or hold cereal,  
           
           4  depending on the temperature outside.  Two days  
           
           5  a week, I enjoy a full course breakfast that would  
           
           6  make Friendly's proud.  I'm happy to be here.  
           
           7  I listen to the group's conversation and they  
           
           8  include me in their discussion.  That makes me  
           
           9  feel so special.  Someone really cares about me.    
           
          10  Oh, Oh, wait a minute.  I have to go to the  
           
          11  bathroom.  I start to get up uncertain as to  
           



          12  whether or not I'm going to make it.  I don't even  
           
          13  know where I'm going.  Before I know it, I have  
           
          14  two or three people coming to my aid.  Wow, I  
           
          15  think to myself, I'm lucky to be here.   
           
          16                           Next thing, then we  
           
          17  talk about current events, and we are encouraged  
           
          18  to interact.  Then we hear, "Okay group, what's  
           
          19  next".  Exercise, we all shout.  I'm lead over  
           
          20  to the home living-day room and softer chairs to  
           
          21  warm up on.  We follow up with a facilitator who  
           
          22  helps us to remember events from the past that are  
           
          23  interesting. I get so excited when I can answer  
           
          24  one of the many questions and everyone claps for  
           
          25  me.  I'm lucky to be here.  It's twelve o'clock  
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           2  and I'm happy to receive a nutritious,  
           
           3  well-balanced lunch.  I talk a little and I eat a  
           
           4  lot.  I watch everyone around me doing the same.   
           
           5  I can't wait for dessert, like a little kid I hope  
           
           6  that maybe it's ice cream or cake.  What will the  
           
           7  afternoon bring, crafts or word games, or bake  
           
           8  cookies and bread today?  Well, it's two o'clock  
           
           9  and I'm helped on with my coat and escorted onto  
           
          10  the buses.  The day went by so fast and I'm lucky  
           
          11  to be here.  I'm one of the fortunate ones and so  
           
          12  is my care giver.   I'm in an alternate place as  
           



          13  compared to institutionalizing. 
           
          14  I'm at a place where I am loved and protected in a  
           
          15  caring way.  I'm provided with socialization  
           
          16  cognitive stimulation, group activities, bathroom  
           
          17  assistance and transportation.   My care giver  
           
          18  is lucky too because I'm in a social day care  
           
          19  program.   So, for me to grow old in Suffolk  
           
          20  County is absolutely amazing.  What about others?   
           
          21  What about the higher demand and the higher  
           
          22  attendance?  We need to meet the  
           
          23  needs of the baby boomers.  We need more adult day  
           
          24  care with extended hours.  This is a growing  
           
          25  industry and we need to anticipate  
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           2  continued growth.  Will we be ready?  Will  
           
           3  we be ready?  I know that right now our center  
           
           4  has a waiting list of between eight or ten  
           
           5  clients.  You know what?  I am lucky that I'm not  
           
           6  one of them, and that I'm not on that waiting  
           
           7  list.  Thank you. 
           
           8      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you.  One question,  
           
           9  how many do you serve currently in the program?   
           
          10      MS. DAVISON-BELL:    Twenty-five per day.   
           
          11  That is our capacity.  When we were in the old  
           
          12  extension, at one time we got 18 and went up  
           
          13  to 25 now.   
           



          14      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Is the reason limitation  
           
          15  funding or personnel, or is it because of physical  
           
          16  structure?  It can't be extended, why?   
           
          17      MS. DAVISON-BELL:    We'll, it's just the   
           
          18  layout.  Also we are maxed at 25.  That's  
           
          19  why I have a waiting list. 
           
          20      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you so much.  Fred? 
           
          21  Barbara Faron is on deck. 
           
          22      MR. ROFFE:           I'm going to give  
           
          23  you change of pace.  It's probably, not that  
           
          24  important or terrific from what I just heard.   
           
          25  I'm not going to talk about caregiving.  I'm going  
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           2  to talk about taxes and the impact on seniors.  I  
           
           3  am one, I'll be 69 next month.  We hear that home  
           
           4  ownership is difficult for young people and it's  
           
           5  also difficult for the old people.  Young people  
           
           6  have a problem because the problem is buying the  
           
           7  house.  In Hampton Bays, in the Town where I live,  
           
           8  the average price of a house is $550,000.  That's  
           
           9  low as compared to  other parts of Southampton  
           
          10  Town.  $550,000 is a big chunk of money to pay for  
           
          11  a house if you're a young person.  Young people  
           
          12  are having a very hard time living here.  It's  
           
          13  also having an impact on the seniors also.  The  
           
          14  problem there is increasing property taxes.  Now,  
           



          15  the Hampton Bay Civic Association which I am the  
           
          16  Secretary of that Civic Association.  We had a  
           
          17  meeting following the reassessment of 2006 and I  
           
          18  never saw such  a large group of very scared, and  
           
          19  therefore angry people.  In my experience with the  
           
          20  Civic Association that there were people really  
           
          21  angry about the impact of the reassessment on  
           
          22  their taxes.  I opted to retire in 2000.  Since I  
           
          23  retired, my property taxes went up 93% or almost  
           
          24  doubled.  During that same period of time, by the  
           
          25  way, if you check on the data on the internet, the  
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           2  average inflation averages between 2% and 3% and  
           
           3  it aggregates and compounds at 22% inflation over  
           
           4  that same period of time.  There was a 93%  
           
           5  increase in property taxes and 22% inflation.   
           
           6  School spending, of course, drives the property  
           
           7  taxes, or represents a major portion  
           
           8  of our property taxes.  Hampton Bays school  
           
           9  spending has increased 121% since 1998, 121%. 
           
          10  That's why my taxes have gone up by 93%.  The  
           
          11  seniors live on incomes that are generally lower.   
           
          12  It is in my case.  I made the conscious decision  
           
          13  to retire and with a very sharp pencil, I sat down  
           
          14  and figured out and tried to anticipate what the  
           
          15  costs were going to be.  I thought my costs would          
           



          16  go up with inflation.  Medical care and insurance  
           
          17  policies have been outstripping inflation by leaps  
           
          18  and bounds.  So, most of us are living on less  
           
          19  money than we had previously.  When taxes are  
           
          20  going up we have several options:  1) Dig deeper  
           
          21  into our nest eggs every year to pay the  
           
          22  taxes.  This is what my wife and I are doing.  
           
          23  I am substantially lower than my projected plan v.  
           
          24  seven years ago in terms of my nest egg.  We have  
           
          25  to deplete because then we have to take one of  
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           2  these other options.  One of them is a HELOC Loan,  
           
           3  home equity line of credit.  The other one is a  
           
           4  reverse mortgage.  Both of these are the most  
           
           5  expensive in terms interest rates.  
           
           6  They are also mortgaging our future.  Some day  
           
           7  I look to selling my house and move into a smaller  
           
           8  abode, to a smaller facility.  If I mortgage  
           
           9  the house, those dollars become less later.  
           
          10  All though it makes it easier now, you're  
           
          11  mortgaging the future of my family and heirs  
           
          12  assuming there's anything left for them.  We can  
           
          13  also can go back and alter my retirement  
           
          14  activities, to work, eat less,  
           
          15  we can travel less.  We can go out and enjoy  
           
          16  ourselves less and essentially cut back.  I worked  
           



          17  forty years in the industry and look forward to  
           
          18  retiring and sit back and enjoy my life.  So,  
           
          19  cutting back is a necessary thing, but frankly I'm  
           
          20  digging deeper into the nest egg and enjoy living.   
           
          21  The other option is to go back to work.  If I  
           
          22  wanted to go to work, I wouldn't have retired  
           
          23  7 years ago.  I made a conscious decision.  I  
           
          24  loved my job but wanted to retire due to medical  
           
          25  issues that were present.  I could go back to  
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           2  work, then I'd be working in my 70's and not a  
           
           3  great idea.   The last one is to move.  If I can't  
           
           4  afford to pay the taxes and I'm going to cut back,  
           
           5  or I'm going to move.  Those are the options.  I  
           
           6  sat down and went over the several options to pay  
           
           7  for the increased taxes.   By the way, my property  
           
           8  taxes this year, 2007 property taxes, are 22%   
           
           9  of my Federal Adjusted Gross Income.  My property  
           
          10  tax.  I have a plot map here from 1998.  I have a  
           
          11  half a dozen copies.  This shows the 1998, 
           
          12  the school budget and dash line, 121%, and my  
           
          13  property taxes are up 104%.  I didn't plot the tax  
           
          14  rate because the reassessment makes the tax rates,  
           
          15  the total values of the property, change.  You'd  
           
          16  have to juggle that.  My taxes are probably  
           
          17  typical with other homeowners in the Town.  I know  
           



          18  that most of you are not in the position to reduce  
           
          19  my taxes or put a cap on my taxes.  Maybe  
           
          20  some of you may be in a position of influence   
           
          21  when such legislation comes before the various  
           
          22  legislators.  I know it's been proposed in the  
           
          23  State and perhaps the County also.   
           
          24                           I thank you for your time  
           
          25  and wanted to share some of the issues that tax  
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           2  payers have.  
           
           3      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thanks so much. Barbara  
           
           4  Faron.  Next is Liz Dwyer. 
           
           5      MS. FARON:           Barbara Faron.    
           
           6  Taxes are definitely a problem in Suffolk County.  
           
           7  It's hard for us who don't want to make trade off  
           
           8  on our services.  It's quite a quandary that we  
           
           9             are  
           
          10  all in.  I am Barbara Faron.  I am the CEO of  
           
          11  Federation Organizations and we have been working  
           
          12  in Suffolk County Senior programs since 1977.  
           
          13  I'm just calling to your attention a number of  
           
          14  the programs that operate that are addressing the  
           
          15  needs of Seniors at this time.  Two programs, or  
           
          16  one that you may be familiar with is our foster  
           
          17  grandparents program which provides a stipend and  
           
          18  other benefits to low income older Americans  
           



          19  ages 60 and over who work with children  
           
          20  at risk in supervised settings such as schools and  
           
          21  day care centers.  The foster grandparents  
           
          22  provides individual attention and support to  
           
          23  children that promotes successful achievement   
           
          24  and developmental and academic milestones.  Of  
           
          25  course the seniors benefit by the meaningful  
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           2  activity.  So, it's the kind of program were a  
           
           3  senior citizen is able to earn a little extra  
           
           4  money to help pay taxes and whatever, and also  
           
           5  have a meaningful activity, which also benefits  
           
           6  the children in the community.   
           
           7                           Another program  
           
           8  that we operate is called senior companion  
           
           9  program.  The senior citizen works as a friendly  
           
          10  visitor going to the homes of the isolated, frail,  
           
          11  elderly individuals.  I think that is one of the  
           
          12  major issues as we move forward in working with  
           
          13  our seniors.  We've never met a senior citizen who  
           
          14  said, gee, I want to spend my declining years, so  
           
          15  to speak, or my golden years, in a nursing home.   
           
          16  We all want to stay at home and enjoy other own  
           
          17  communities.  The senior companion program is  
           
          18  definitely a positive influence in this area.   
           
          19  Again, it employees seniors doing a little better  
           



          20  or maybe to be more mobile, and their job is to  
           
          21  assist individuals who have difficulty or trouble  
           
          22  living in their home.  A senior who is doing  
           
          23  well earns a little extra money and they can help  
           
          24  another senior.  The senior companion program that  
           
          25  we're operating in Suffolk County has an  
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           2  interesting project that we've been working on  
           
           3  for over a year and a half out of Riverhead   
           
           4  in cooperation with the First Baptist Church. We  
           
           5  call it Project Care.  Here, the senior companions  
           
           6  learn a trade to use, technology, it's called the  
           
           7  health box.  It's a mobile monitor of vital  
           
           8  signs.  People with chronic conditions have a  
           
           9  health box in their homes and they're able to use  
           
          10  the health box to monitor their blood pressure,  
           
          11  blood sugar levels, oxygen levels, various  
           
          12  indicators that seem to be necessary to monitor  
           
          13  medical conditions.  Many people have complicated  
           
          14  medical conditions as asthma, diabetes, and heart  
           
          15  conditions.  Of course the signal from  
           
          16  the health box goes back to a central monitoring   
           
          17  station where it is reviewed by medical personal  
           
          18  and a way of intervention of medical personnel.   
           
          19  Home care personnel is daily, where the monitoring  
           
          20  can be done multiple times per day.  The  
           



          21  interesting part of this for us is that the senior  
           
          22  companions who are paraprofessional, volunteers, 
           
          23  who are participating in this project, and using  
           
          24  the health box, did about 350 screenings  
           
          25  last year at community centers and food pantries. 
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           2  We hope to refer them to treatment.  So, we see  
           
           3  seniors as a resource.  We see seniors,  
           
           4  the people who are wishing to participate, can  
           
           5  become senior companions, paraprofessional  
           
           6  volunteers, foster grandparents and receive  
           
           7  additional funds and at the same time help other  
           
           8  seniors remain in their homes, and be at the least  
           
           9  a level of intervention, for the monitors and  
           
          10  intervention.  
           
          11                           One other thing that's  
           
          12  the hook is the Suffolk County Respite Program,  
           
          13  which is geared toward helping people remain in  
           
          14  their homes and supporting families who are caring  
           
          15  for the elderly ones.  There we put a paid worker  
           
          16  in the home, for sandwich care givers, to give  
           
          17  them time off from their care giving  
           
          18  responsibilities and take time off to help them  
           
          19  and support them in their efforts to take care of  
           
          20  their loved one at home.  These are the kinds of  
           
          21  programs that are happening, that are beginning to  
           



          22  address the needs of the growing senior population  
           
          23  in Suffolk County.   
           
          24      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you for all the  
           
          25  great work you do for our entire community.  Let  
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           2  me ask you a question.  Frail seniors who are  
           
           3  assisted through the program you mentioned  
           
           4  earlier, the volunteers, how are they identified?  
           
           5      MS. FARON:           Through various sources.  
           
           6  Suffolk County Offices of Aging, other places who  
           
           7  have contact with the individuals who need help.   
           
           8  Some people, we get a lot of referrals  
           
           9  through the Suffolk County Respite Program, and  
           
          10  we may not be able to serve them with a respite  
           
          11  worker but if we can, we can try to give them a  
           
          12  senior companion if at all possible.  But, we get  
           
          13  referrals from the aging network.     
           
          14      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Do you know approximately  
           
          15  how many frail seniors you're currently serving?  
           
          16      MS. FARON:           We're serving about 60  
           
          17  people at this time.  It's a small program.  
           
          18  Actually, we get the funding from Federal  
           
          19  Government.  We sought funding from the Federal  
           
          20  Government for that.  We're servicing 60 people in  
           
          21  their homes, using 20 senior companion volunteers  
           
          22  at this time.  With the Suffolk County Respite  
           



          23  Program, we're servicing about 25 to 30 families.  
           
          24      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you. 
           
          25      MS. GIACOIA:         There is certainly  
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           2  a need for this kind of program out here.  I know  
           
           3  that we do not have too much of it.  What can  
           
           4  we do to assist you to get more respite workers,  
           
           5  or senior companions?  They're not really out  
           
           6  here. 
           
           7      MS. FARON:           No.  We have been working  
           
           8  to get Federal funds.  The senior companion  
           
           9  program is a Federal program with local sponsors.   
           
          10  It's a relatively neglected program on the  
           
          11  national level.  It's coming to its own.  We have  
           
          12  been working to try to get additional stipend  
           
          13  money.  It's a stipend which comes from a Federal  
           
          14  grant. I would be glad to be in contact with you.   
           
          15  I can write up a proposal, and we're always trying  
           
          16  to get additional funds.  I know, there's a high 
           
          17  concentration, percentage wise, there are a lot of  
           
          18  seniors on the east end. 
           
          19      MS. GIACOIA:         We'd be happy to work  
           
          20  with you.  There is certainly a need for it out  
           
          21  here.   
           
          22      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Liz Dwyer, and on deck is  
           
          23  Charles Stadier.   
           



          24      MS. DWYER:           Liz Dwyer.  I'm the  
           
          25  Senior Citizen Program Supervisor for the Town of  
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           2  Southampton.  Since we opened our new senior  
           
           3  center in Hampton Bays, we've been thrilled to  
           
           4  welcome many, many more seniors everyday.  Our new   
           
           5  location in the heart of the Village has improved  
           
           6  our visibility and access to our services for many  
           
           7  senior citizens.  This improved access and has  
           
           8  also brought a different segment of the senior   
           
           9  population.  Those with serious mental health  
           
          10  issues.   There were so few services available as  
           
          11  they become seniors and joining us at the centers.   
           
          12  We realized almost immediately that we needed  
           
          13  help.  As a staff, you're not qualified to deal  
           
          14  with the many facets of this population and we had  
           
          15  difficulty right away trying to stimulate them         
           
          16  into an already established group.  Our staff  
           
          17  is not trained to help with issues like medication  
           
          18  management and side effects, housing, job  
           
          19  training, and legal problems.  As we began to  
           
          20  reach out to other agencies and groups, it became  
           
          21  clear that all services to this group are sorely  
           
          22  lacking.  There was a tremendous need for a mobile  
           
          23  assessment team to come out into the community and  
           
          24  evaluate and refer the services.  Also needed, are  
           



          25  more case managers and counselors to help safely  
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           2  maintain this population and assimilate them to  
           
           3  our centers.  We need the staff training to  
           
           4  understand better and to help manage, dispute and  
           
           5  diffuse situations before they escalate and become  
           
           6  dangerous.  Job coaches are needed to assist in  
           
           7  maintaining employment.  In a  
           
           8  perfect world we would have case managers and  
           
           9  counselors on staff at the senior center to  
           
          10  facilitate, train and advocate for this special  
           
          11  population.  We look forward to the day when we  
           
          12  can partner with other agencies to improve the  
           
          13  quality of life for all of our seniors, so growing  
           
          14  old in Suffolk County is a wonderful experience.   
           
          15  Thank you.    
           
          16      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you.  How would a  
           
          17  mobile assessment team work?   
           
          18      MS. DWYER:           We had them before in  
           
          19  Suffolk County, actually.  Holly would probably  
           
          20  know better than I do.   
           
          21      MS. RHODES-TEAGUE:   There was an assessment  
           
          22  team about 10 years ago, funded by New York State.   
           
          23  They included a psychiatrist, a nurse and social  
           
          24  worker.  They were able to go out with a couple of  
           
          25  days notice to someone's home or to a senior  
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           2  center, acting on whoever they got a referral  
           
           3  from, and speak to the senior, do an assessment,  
           
           4  and also if they had to prescribe medication.   
           
           5  The idea is that if you can get someone the  
           
           6  services immediately you had a better chance of  
           
           7  getting ongoing services in a doctor's office or  
           
           8  clinics.  They truly provided a type of care  
           
           9  that is sorely missing the geriatric population.   
           
          10  They would go out, as opposed to getting them in.  
           
          11  It's been gone about 10 years.  It's sorely  
           
          12  missed.  
           
          13      MS. GIACOIA:         I'd like to add to that.  
           
          14  The geriatric team, we used to make use of it out  
           
          15  here frequently.  Even more than what Liz said,   
           
          16  we need services that can go into the homes and  
           
          17  Liz and I see daily basis, we have the frail and  
           
          18  elderly, not only in the centers, but at home.  We  
           
          19  need to get mental health services into the home.  
           
          20  I agree. 
           
          21      MS. DWYER:           Absolutely.  Thank you.  
           
          22      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Charles Stadier.  On deck  
           
          23  is Mr. and Mrs. Sussino. 
           
          24      MR. SUSSINO:         We're going to decline at  
           
          25  this time. 
           
           
           



           
           
           
           1           SENIOR CITIZENS'S TASK FORCE  29 
           
           2      MR. STADIER:         My name is Charles  
           
           3  Stadier.  I come from Coram.  I'm here this  
           
           4  evening to tell you a little bit about out  
           
           5  myself and a little bit about the Star Program.  A  
           
           6  little over 30 years ago, I built my own home.  I  
           
           7  had the foundation poured and at that time it cost  
           
           8  me about $23,000 to complete it.  Today I  
           
           9  owe about $90,000 on it.  My wife was sick most  
           
          10  of my married life.  I remortgaged three times. 
           
          11  I applied for the Star Program.  I'm 78 years old  
           
          12  now.  I was getting a head start.  It helped a  
           
          13  lot.  It cut my taxes in half.  Now, this past  
           
          14  year, being that my wife passed away about eleven  
           
          15  years ago, I'm by myself.  I got my brother  
           
          16  living with me now.  I no longer have a woman in  
           
          17  the house because -- And, I forget things too.  
           
          18  What was I going to say.  Well, these last year,  
           
          19  the Star Program helped me out a lot.  Now,  
           
          20  this coming year now, I went to a casino, cause,  
           
          21  what am I going to do?  I went to a casino and I  
           
          22  won $4,000.  Now, through the casinos, I got a  
           
          23  receipt from the lady how much I won and how much  
           
          24  I lost.  I lost $3,996.  So, I made a big $4.00.   
           
          25  I go to Brookhaven Town up on Bald Hill, gee now  
           
           
           
           
           



           
           1           SENIOR CITIZENS'S TASK FORCE  30 
           
           2  I'm still paying my mortgage and taxes through  
           
           3  the bank.  This past year cost me $905.12 a month  
           
           4  for the mortgage and taxes.  Now, because I won  
           
           5  $4,000, I went up $1,267.18.  I got proof to show  
           
           6  that I lost that much.  I only made $4.00.  They  
           
           7  said we don't want to know how much you lost  
           
           8  we only want to know how much you made. 
           
           9  Being that I made $4,000.00 they put me in the  
           
          10  lower bracket and now I think it's down 5% or  
           
          11  something like that.  That's all I get.  So, now  
           
          12  I'm going to be paying $1,267.18 instead of  
           
          13  $905.12.  I was born here on Long Island,  
           
          14  Stonybrook, moved to Setauket, moved to Coram.   
           
          15  I'm a Long Island boy.  I don't believe I can stay  
           
          16  here too much longer.  That's why I come to see  
           
          17  you for any suggestions.     
           
          18      MR. KERN:            Don't go to a  
           
          19  casino.    
           
          20      MR. STADIER:         They told me if I go to a  
           
          21  casino to save half of the money for them.  They  
           
          22  told me that.  If there's something you people can  
           
          23  do about it.  I wanted to talk to Steve LaValle  
           
          24  but I haven't gotten a chance to do it yet.   
           
          25  Anything you can do.   
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           2      MS. RHODES-TEAGUES:  That's a terrible story.   
           
           3      MR. STADIER:         It cost me $363 more  
           
           4  a month.  Government said fine.   
           
           5  Brookhaven Town said no.  I made four bucks.   
           
           6  Thank you very much.  What I came here this  
           
           7  evening for.  I was listening to the  
           
           8  other people and they had a lot of good  
           
           9  suggestions. 
           
          10      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you so much for   
           
          11  being here.   
           
          12      MR. KERN:            I'd like to make a  
           
          13  statement.  Just let me point it out here.  It  
           
          14  reminds me of a meeting that I had here last week  
           
          15  for the Mobile Home Association and  
           
          16  that is, you know, when you get your tax back, 
           
          17  refunded tax this year, I was told by Ken  
           
          18  LeValle; let's say argumentatively you get $450  
           
          19  back for last year.  This year you should be   
           
          20  seeing a check for $900.00.  What is more  
           
          21  important is that, that money is not declared on  
           
          22  your income taxes.   Everyone is putting that  
           
          23  money down on their income tax.  If you look very  
           
          24  logically, you did not get a 1099, nothing to show  
           
          25  that money was paid out to you.  Therefore it's  
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           2  not declared on income.  Maybe that will help you  



           
           3  a little bit.  That's something that did come up  
           
           4  the other day and did find out about that.   
           
           5      CHAIRMAN STERN:      We'll come back to them.  
           
           6  Roberta Lockwood.     
           
           7      MS. LOCKWOOD:        Roberta Lookwood.   
           
           8  My name is Bert Lockwood and I live in  
           
           9  Southold.  According to the paper we're hear to  
           
          10  sound off, right?   We'll, I'm sounding off.  I  
           
          11  have a six room house in Southold, a ranch home.   
           
          12  I live alone.  So, in the winters I close off the  
           
          13  two bedrooms that aren't used.  I have a wood  
           
          14  burning fireplace that I always use to do most of  
           
          15  the heating in my house.  I do heat by  
           
          16  electricity.  This year my electric, my  
           
          17  February bill, for one month from LIPA, good old  
           
          18  LIPA, was $536.71.  One month.  My March bill went  
           
          19  down.  It was only $477.92.  And my April bill  
           
          20  went down again to $325.44.  Going  
           
          21  through all the explanations and charges my total  
           
          22  electric, plus the delivery charge, whatever that  
           
          23  could be, I never saw anybody deliver it, that  
           
          24  was $480.47 for 3 months.  The power supply  
           
          25  charges, whatever they are, are $782.46.  Other  
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           2  charges which I guess is sales tax and  
           
           3  tax adjustments and pilots, whatever they are  



           
           4  were $78.68.  What are we going to do about LIPA?   
           
           5  I thought when they took over LILCO, I thought  
           
           6  we were going to start getting a break.  
           
           7  My bills have doubled in 2 years, plus what I  
           
           8  spend on wood for my fireplace. That's my sound  
           
           9  off for tonight.  Let's do something about LIPA. 
           
          10      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you.  I spend a lot  
           
          11  of time walking door to door, and we were just  
           
          12  recently walking through an area, a senior citizen  
           
          13  community, and it was just fascinating to me the  
           
          14  overwhelming majority of those doors knocked on  
           
          15  over the past couple of years, the number one  
           
          16  issues were taxes, taxes, taxes.  But the other  
           
          17  day in the community, I can tell you most people  
           
          18  took the time to come out of their doors and out  
           
          19  onto their porches and really spend time  
           
          20  speaking with me about LIPA and how outrageous  
           
          21  the charges are, particularly for our seniors  
           
          22  who are on fixed incomes.  Unfortunately the  
           
          23  County and Local government, there's only so much  
           
          24  we can do about LIPA.  Certainly we can join all  
           
          25  other levels of government and do something about  
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           2  it.  Our community is the number one issue. 
           
           3      MS. LOCKWOOD:        You say the County.   
           
           4  I called LIPA and said to please come and check my  



           
           5  meter.  I remember it well, 10 years ago it was  
           
           6  $149.00.  I said come check my meter and she said  
           
           7  if there was anything wrong, it would shut down.  
           
           8  That was my answer.     
           
           9      MS. RHODES-TEAGUES:  The meter is probably  
           
          10  fine.  You're probably using the same or less.     
           
          11      MS. LOCKWOOD:        I told you how much,  
           
          12  $480.47 worth for three months.  
           
          13      MS. RHODES-TEAGUES:  The kilowatts, the same  
           
          14  or less.    
           
          15      MS. LOCKWOOD:        I understand that.          
           
          16  I understand all that.  My gripe is surcharges.   
           
          17      MR. KERN:            You use 10 kilowatt hours  
           
          18  before.  You probably paid the .90 per kilowatt. 
           
          19      MS. LOCKWOOD:        My gripe is the  
           
          20   surcharges.  I have friends in Nassau that won't  
           
          21   visit me because they freeze.   
           
          22      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Susan Tully.  Next is  
           
          23  Doris Fasce. 
           
          24      MS. TULLY:           My name is Susan Tully.   
           
          25  I thank you for this opportunity.  I'm a native  
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           2  of Suffolk County, born and raised here.  I left  
           
           3  for a while and moved back 9 years ago to care for  
           
           4  my mother who has lived on Long Island, in  
           
           5  Bellport, for 51 years.  She's now 90, she's  



           
           6  frail.  She has dementia.  She still lives in  
           
           7  her old house in Bellport.  I live in Hampton  
           
           8  Bays and I have had an opportunity to compare  
           
           9  senior services in Bellport and seniors  
           
          10  services in Southampton Town.  My mother had a  
           
          11  stroke four years ago and I had my first adventure  
           
          12  with a nursing home.  I had experience with  
           
          13  nursing homes with my grandparents so I had a  
           
          14  rather dim opinion of them and that hasn't changed   
           
          15  much since then.  No offense to San Simione. 
           
          16  I know about you.  But what upsets me is my mother  
           
          17  is not poor, my mother is not rich.  She's one of  
           
          18  those people stuck in the gray areas.  I'm the  
           
          19  gray area caregiver.  I run around and I try to  
           
          20  find help and I've been blessed, I have a young  
           
          21  woman who helps my mother and as a result, she  
           
          22  helps me.  She was going to daycare in Bellport.   
           
          23  She had gone to the Brookhaven Day Care once and  
           
          24  called me up on the phone and said she's never  
           
          25  going back.   
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           2                           The only thing, good  
           
           3  thing, it did for her is that she sounded like her  
           
           4  old self after that.  But the daycare at Bellport  
           
           5  was called, On Golden Pond.  It's a private agency  
           
           6  and they ran out of money and they had to shut  



           
           7  down.  My mother has been rather depressed  
           
           8  since then.  There was a lot of socialization,   
           
           9  activity and they only had four or five  
           
          10  clients so they had good care, good attention,  
           
          11  and I felt very safe about my mother being there.   
           
          12  I will say that I could get my mother to  
           
          13  Southampton Town but my concern is that the  
           
          14  caregiver that I have in Bellport is not going to  
           
          15  come to Southampton Town.  I'm very impressed with  
           
          16  the Southampton Town services.  I availed the  
           
          17  services of the support group for caregivers and  
           
          18  it has been a lifesaver for me because I was busy  
           
          19  trying to ruin myself off the road.  I wrecked my  
           
          20  car, cut myself with a chainsaw.  It was  
           
          21  unbelievable.  Pam was worried about me.  My  
           
          22  concern is I don't know where to get help.  Pam  
           
          23  helped me a lot.  I didn't get much help from  
           
          24  Brookhaven Town.  I don't want to trash it because  
           
          25  I grew up in Brookhaven Town.  It's a good Town  
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           2  but think there are some things that they can do  
           
           3  better.  I also think we need to look at what  
           
           4  we can do to help the caregivers.  I sold my house  
           
           5  in South Carolina, came back home.  Fortunately it  
           
           6  turned our better for me.  No fire ants and  
           
           7  cockroaches.  That's been good for me.  My concern  



           
           8  is that if I lose the girl who takes care of my  
           
           9  mother now, what do I do.  I interviewed someone  
           
          10  from some organization and they barely spoke  
           
          11  English and they wanted to know if my mother was 
           
          12  in diapers while she was sitting right there.  
           
          13  That was my first clue that I didn't want them  
           
          14  there because if you talk to me about my mother  
           
          15  in front of my mother and ask a question like  
           
          16  that, that's not who I want in my house, or her  
           
          17  house.  Then I think about myself.  My mother has  
           
          18  me.  I have no children.  What about me.  I found  
           
          19  out tonight that I'm a senior citizen.  I hadn't  
           
          20  thought of that.  My concern is I own my home in  
           
          21  Hampton Bays.  I made, hopefully, sound  
           
          22  investments that will help care for me in the  
           
          23  future but what happens when I fall over?  Nobody  
           
          24  would notice.  I'm looking to the future as a  
           
          25  baby boomer who just discovered she's a senior  
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           2  citizen.  I do look at the taxes.  My taxes have        
           
           3  not exactly doubled, but my taxes higher than what  
           
           4  I think they should be on my property.   
           
           5                           Where do I go?  What do I  
           
           6  do? I'm probably speaking for a number of other  
           
           7  people who are my age in similar situations.  I  
           
           8  appreciate the fact that we have a  



           
           9  chance to sound off and it gives some of you  
           
          10  ideas about what some of our concerns are.  I  
           
          11  don't want to put my mother in the nursing home.  
           
          12  That's the last thing I want to do.  We put my  
           
          13  grandmother in a nursing home and she was dead  
           
          14  within a year.  She was 98.  I don't care.  She  
           
          15  would have lasted and been happier at home.   
           
          16  That's where I want to leave my mother, if I can  
           
          17  at all do that.  That's all I have to  
           
          18  say.  Thank you. 
           
          19      MS. GALLOGY:         On Golden Pond was a  
           
          20  tremendous loss.  I do know the Alzheimer's  
           
          21  Association is trying to reopen that.  We  
           
          22  definitely need something.    
           
          23      MS. TULLY:           Brookhaven Town does have  
           
          24  other senior centers but they are not anywhere  
           
          25  near the caliber or quality of Southampton Town.  
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           2      MS. GALLOGY:         The one in Southampton is  
           
           3  full.  We need them.  I already heard the one in  
           
           4  Southampton was full and pretty sure the one in  
           
           5  Southold is full.   
           
           6      MS. TULLY:           At least Southampton has  
           
           7  some availability.  Brookhaven is our largest  
           
           8  Town in the County.   
           
           9      MS. GALLOGY:         I know.  My question to  



           
          10  you is, when you say, how do I get information,  
           
          11  how would you like to get information?   
           
          12      MS. TULLY:           I'd just like to know  
           
          13  who I can call.   
           
          14      MS. GALLOGY:         How do you want that to  
           
          15  come to you?  Do you want it to come to you  
           
          16  in television ads? 
           
          17      MS. TULLY:           No.  I don't look at T.V.  
           
          18  that much.   
           
          19      MS. GALLOGY:         I think there's a lot of  
           
          20  information out there. 
           
          21      MS. TULLY:           I know there is. 
           
          22      MS. GALLOGY:         Obviously there's a  
           
          23  disconnect. 
           
          24      MS. TULLY:           Yes.  Just like the  
           
          25  gentleman said earlier.  There's no communication.  
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           2  I know they're out there.  Pam has been a  
           
           3  wonderful resource for me.  But I have to go to  
           
           4  Brookhaven Town and that's difficult.  I even went  
           
           5  to my own church.   I guess I'm going to have to  
           
           6  find a new church.  I was a little disappointed.   
           
           7  I grew up in that church and I was hoping they  
           
           8  would say, we have a little network to call your  
           
           9  mother.  At least call her.  She calls me up and  
           
          10  work and asks me, who did I make angry today.  No  



           
          11  one comes to see me.  No one likes me.  It's just  
           
          12  devastating. 
           
          13      MS. RHODES-TEAGUES:  Something I have said in  
           
          14  the past is that people don't know about the  
           
          15  services until they need the services.  We put out  
           
          16  probably 10 thousand public and service guides    
           
          17  in the mail.     
           
          18      MS. TULLY:           Where do we find it?  I  
           
          19  don't know how to access it. 
           
          20      MS. RHODES-TEAGUES:  Call the office.  I think  
           
          21  one of the problems is some services have a  
           
          22  waiting list.  We can definitely try and  
           
          23  hook you up to some of the services.  The other  
           
          24  Towns around the circle.  Start with our office  
           
          25  and we'll be happy to give you the phone number. 
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           2      MS. GALLOGY:         Brookhaven, you might try  
           
           3  Maryann Perri who is in Blue Point.  You might  
           
           4  start there.  She might be able to guide you.   
           
           5      MS. TULLY:           I'm waiting for a  
           
           6  present.  Thank you very much. 
           
           7      MS. HARTY:           That's a resource guide.   
           
           8      MS. RHODES:          That's for anyone in the  
           
           9   audience that needs program services. 
           
          10      MS. GALLOGY:         Sue, I hear your  
           
          11  frustration.  There's not too much where you have  



           
          12  to go.  You don't have a quality place for your  
           
          13  mother.  You're a full time working woman.  You  
           
          14  have to commute to Northport VA to where you live  
           
          15  in Hampton Bays.  It's very stressful.  
           
          16  I'm hearing your frustration.    
           
          17      MS. TULLY:           I know that I'm not the  
           
          18  only person in that boat.  For me,  
           
          19  I've got a bigger mouth, so I've been able to find  
           
          20  help.  The person who takes care of my mother  
           
          21  was an accident.   
           
          22      MS. GIACOIA:         You're lucky there.   
           
          23      MS. TULLY:           I know.  Thank you.    
           
          24      MS. GALLOGY:         I know that this task  
           
          25  force is looking to hear what the issues are and  
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           2  come up with some creative planning.      
           
           3      MS. TULLY:           Can somebody help On  
           
           4  Golden Pond, besides the Alzheimer's Association?   
           
           5      MS. MCLAUGHLIN:      I'll give you an example,  
           
           6  in Southold we have an adult day program, and has  
           
           7  been open and generous.  Riverhead  
           
           8  Day Care program closed down a year ago.  My  
           
           9  understanding it wasn't fully utilized now have we  
           
          10  have caregiver from Riverhead who asked  
           
          11  us for help.  As long as we have available slots  
           
          12  Southold is taking non-residents.  They have to  



           
          13  pay a little bit more to come to the center, to  
           
          14  make up the difference of what our taxpayers pay,  
           
          15  but it's creative thought instead of waiting.  I  
           
          16  have 4 slots open and we have people waiting in a  
           
          17  bordering town, I think that's what we need to do. 
           
          18      MS. TULLY:           That would be good too.    
           
          19      MS. HARTY:           We have adult day care  
           
          20  in the Town of Huntington, as just another  
           
          21  consideration for you.   
           
          22      MS. GALLOGY:         There is bus  
           
          23  transportation, from the others in Port Jefferson  
           
          24  and Ronkonkoma there's one.  There a little bit  
           
          25  closer for you.  I still want one on  
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           2  the south shore.   
           
           3      MS. TULLY:           On Golden Pond was a  
           
           4  wonderful thing.   
           
           5      MS. DEMASI:          You mentioned, you  
           
           6   know what we're adding a medical model in  
           
           7   Greenport.  So, it's coming.  We got  
           
           8   a 3.1 million grant.  It should be up and running  
           
           9   in about 2 to 2 and a half years. 
           
          10      MS. TULLY:           Do you participate in the  
           
          11  Hospice-Veteran partnership?  Through the VA I  
           
          12  also work with geriatric care on the education  
           
          13  side.   



           
          14      MS. DEMASI:          It's coming.  We're  
           
          15  working on it. 
           
          16      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Doris Fasce. Next is Hank  
           
          17  Barcelone. 
           
          18      MS. FASCE:           My name is Doris Fasce.   
           
          19  I'm from East Quogue.  I was born and raised in  
           
          20  Bellport, like two doors down from Sue.  I met Sue  
           
          21  at a support group through Pam.  It was, like, I  
           
          22  know you and you know me, and the sweetest thing  
           
          23  was that she remembered my mother.  My mother  
           
          24  moved in with me because she couldn't afford  
           
          25  Bellport anymore.  I couldn't afford to give her  
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           2  anymore money because I had two kids in college  
           
           3  and one soon to be married.  So, I suggested that  
           
           4  she sell her house and move in with me and wait  
           
           5  for senior housing to call and that would be it.   
           
           6  Well, she moves in with me and I talked her into  
           
           7  going to the senior center, and from one of these  
           
           8  trips they said you know your mother has  
           
           9  Alzheimer's and I said, no, she has Parkinson's.  
           
          10  The said, your mother has Alzheimer's.  I said,  
           
          11  you mean I have a double whammy, Parkinson's and  
           
          12  Alzheimer's?  That's right.  It broke my heart.   
           
          13  Here my mother finally had money, she could  
           
          14  have went on a cruise.  She could have went with  



           
          15  all the seniors to the Broadway shows.  My mother  
           
          16  was one that did the alter in the church.  Every  
           
          17  Sunday she did the coffee hour, she was a Girl  
           
          18  Scout Leader, Cub Scout leader, she lost  
           
          19  everything. It hurt.  The support group told me I  
           
          20  don't have it so bad.  People have it a lot worse.   
           
          21  You taught me how to deal with my mother, and I  
           
          22  became stronger.  She is now, has been two years  
           
          23  in daycare.  I work for Helping Hands, Senior   
           
          24  Program.  I go to the elderly homes.  I do your  
           
          25  house cleaning, pick up your drugs, do your food  
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           2  shopping.  I suggest programs, like, Getting a  
           
           3  Bath.  I had one client that she hadn't had  
           
           4  a bath for three years.  Department of Aging has  
           
           5  aids that come and give you a bath.  It's free.   
           
           6  Department of Aging does have aids to come and  
           
           7  give my clients a bath.  Those aids work from  
           
           8  Islip to Montauk Point and they're very short  
           
           9  handed. How would you like to get a bath once a  
           
          10  week?  That hurts. 
           
          11      AUDIENCE MEMBER:     That's because they don't  
           
          12  pay them.   
           
          13      MS. FASCE:           I don't make much money  
           
          14  either at my job.  It's in my heart.  My oldest  
           
          15  client was 100 and her 80 year old daughter was  



           
          16  taking care of her.  She couldn't push a mop at 80  
           
          17  years old.  She couldn't lift the grocery bags.   
           
          18  My youngest client is 52.  He lives in a mobile  
           
          19  home park.  He had a stroke.  It taught me a lot  
           
          20  how thankful I am.  I don't have it as bad as  
           
          21  other people have.  But my main thing is the day  
           
          22  care.  Without day care I probably couldn't go to  
           
          23  work.  Without daycare, I'd probably lose my mind.  
           
          24  I don't think I could take care of my mother 24-7  
           
          25  day and night.  I need a break.  I just recently  
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           2  had gone to a doctor, very stressed out.  I wished  
           
           3  there was, I thought they had it in the paper,  
           
           4  they have a Saturday night out daycare, and I  
           
           5  thought there was in Huntington.  You can go on  
           
           6  a date with your husband.  I haven't gone  
           
           7  on a vacation in 5 years.  I haven't gone out on a  
           
           8  date or to the movies with my husband. Who is  
           
           9  going to watch my mother.  My mother is in diapers  
           
          10  24-7.  She is really failing quick, but I want to  
           
          11  keep her.  Everyday there's a window from 4 to 7  
           
          12  and when she comes home from the center, I made  
           
          13  this today, we did that.   They made zucchini  
           
          14  bread the other day.  She ate it in the car.  I  
           
          15  didn't get it for lunch.  I don't eat lunch until  
           
          16  I get home at 2:00, but anyway I am thankful for  



           
          17  my Job at helping hands.  We are short help.  We  
           
          18  have 30 people waiting to get into this program  
           
          19  doing housekeeping, food shopping, laundry or  
           
          20  drugs.  Can you imagine 30 people are waiting out  
           
          21  there.  I'd see someone at the store and they  
           
          22  say, "can you take care of my mother.  I  
           
          23  remember you. My father would love you because  
           
          24  they want somebody they can trust."   They know  
           
          25  because I'm in East Quogue 33 years.  I can always  
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           2  stretch myself but I can only stretch myself so  
           
           3  far.  Here's my other thing to top it all off,  
           
           4  because I'm allowed to say anything here.  Well, I  
           
           5  have the newlyweds living with me because they  
           
           6  can't afford anything.  They have college  
           
           7  educations but can't find real jobs.  The jobs out  
           
           8  here are all service industry.  I was a waitress  
           
           9  out here.  I made dynamite money but I was a  
           
          10  waitress.  I worked nights while my husband worked  
           
          11  at Grumann.  The kids were never alone.  That's  
           
          12  how we have what we have.  Grumann is closed up.   
           
          13  We're okay.   The kids got a lot of 100's on the  
           
          14  County tests, by the way.  Lots of interviews but  
           
          15  not enough to get hired.  I would hope that  
           
          16  something industrious would come out here.  Real  
           
          17  jobs.  I don't even want to go to Southampton.  It  



           
          18  took me an hour and twenty minutes.  People have  
           
          19  to do that everyday.  I have another daughter who  
           
          20  is a Probation Officer who has a wonderful job.   
           
          21  She's 28 and she lives at home too.  I have a  
           
          22  sandwich generation.  I have a mother.  I have  
           
          23  young daughter and other daughter.  Nobody can  
           
          24  move out or afford to be on their own.  My main  
           
          25  concern is my mother.  Their wings will be  
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           2  clipped.  My mama, I'm going to keep her for as  
           
           3  long as I can.  A little bit of help with a   
           
           4  Saturday night with my husband or a matinees in  
           
           5  the afternoon would be nice, and it's hard to get  
           
           6  someone to take care of someone like my mom. She  
           
           7  is a handful.  She is weak.  She's a good  
           
           8  woman and pussycat and she loves everyone in that  
           
           9  center.  That's her pride and joy.  My day starts  
           
          10  dressing me, go outside and dress my mother,  
           
          11  drive her to the center so that I can go to work,  
           
          12  arrange my schedule so that I can get her there  
           
          13  and be home to pick her up.  So, I am thankful  
           
          14  for Helping Hands and work with me to do  
           
          15  this.  That is my spot.     
           
          16      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you.   
           
          17      MR. BARSALONA:       My name is Hank  
           
          18  Barsalona.  I'm from Brookhaven Town, sometimes  



           
          19  known as another name but we won't go there.  My  
           
          20  main gripe is the taxes, as mentioned before.  I'm  
           
          21  from the Patchogue-Medford School District, their  
           
          22  increase this year is 13%.  That's one of  
           
          23  the highest in the area.  Most of the was  
           
          24  supposedly for 6 million dollars that they just  
           
          25  lost.  They have no idea where it went. We have  
           
           
           
           
           
           
           1           SENIOR CITIZENS'S TASK FORCE  49 
           
           2  to suffer.  I understand Mr. LaValle has a law up  
           
           3  in the Albany for the senior citizens and the  
           
           4  school tax and to freeze it.  Nobody is voting on  
           
           5  it.  That would help a great deal.  I wasn't going  
           
           6  to speak tonight but wanted to say that.  That's  
           
           7  basically what I have to say.   
           
           8      CHAIRMAN STERN:      We did spend some deal  
           
           9  of time in our earlier session, discussing that   
           
          10  issue.   We have a lot of ideas on how our  
           
          11  State officials should be moving during all levels  
           
          12  of government and hope the State does act on that.   
           
          13  Unfortunately, it has been kicking around Albany  
           
          14  too long.     
           
          15      MR. RYAN:            William Ryan.  I live  
           
          16  in Southampton, but my address is Riverhead.  
           
          17  I'm a volunteer in the Riverhead Senior Center.  I  
           
          18  have gone through all the stories.  I'm 84  
           
          19  years old and I'd wife who had Alzheimer's and who  



           
          20  was sick for eight years and I took care of her.  
           
          21  Taxes, I've gone through the whole thing,  
           
          22  pensions and right now what I would  
           
          23  like to ask for what you what or Ken LaValle did  
           
          24  for us people with the Star program if it all  
           
          25  possible you might be able to do something with  
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           2  the gasoline tax so we can drive our cars.  My  
           
           3  pension is 22 years old and it keeps getting  
           
           4  smaller and smaller.  Fortunately,  I get Social  
           
           5  Security which is a big, big help.  Without that  
           
           6  we can't go any where without cars.  I have a big  
           
           7  car, but I can't trade it in anymore because  
           
           8  my savings is pretty well shot.  So if there was 
           
           9  Something to do with the tax on gasoline.  I know  
           
          10  companies are making a lot of money on it.  These  
           
          11  are private companies and can't do anything, they  
           
          12  can ask for whatever they want for gasoline.   
           
          13  Everytime time the price of gas goes up, which it  
           
          14  keeps going, the taxes goes up, the tax  
           
          15  goes up too, which makes the gas more  
           
          16  expensive and this is all I have ask and hope  
           
          17  maybe you can do something.  Like I say, I    
           
          18  volunteer at the center.  I teach dancing at the  
           
          19  Riverhead Center and I need my car to carry my  
           
          20  music.  You know.   That's all I have to say.   



           
          21      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you for coming.   
           
          22  Mary Sullivan.  
           
          23      MS. SULLIVAN:        Good Evening.  My name  
           
          24  is Mary Sullivan and I live in Holbrook and I have  
           
          25  lived there for 35 years and pretty familiar with  
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           2  the community and see the aging of the population.   
           
           3  My concerns are transportation, mental health and  
           
           4  a park for the community.  I have written to  
           
           5  Senator Cesar Trunzo.  I wrote to him in February  
           
           6  of 2003 And I went to see County Executive  
           
           7  Steve Levy when he was an Assemblyman in 2004 and  
           
           8  spoke to Legislator William Lindsay in 2004 and  
           
           9  2006.  My concerns were transportation of  
           
          10  seniors to the new centers health care facilities,  
           
          11  hospitals, railroad because we can't park there  
           
          12  any time after 7:00 or 8:00 in the morning, to  
           
          13  Social Security, to all the places that they need  
           
          14  to go, Technology Drive, all the people go to the  
           
          15  medical park by Brookhaven Hospital.  I think  
           
          16  Steve Levy told me that you needed Federal money.   
           
          17  I understand the County Legislators get so much  
           
          18  money that they can distribute to the communities. 
           
          19  I don't know if a bus would come under that. 
           
          20  We've been waiting for a bus for a  
           
          21  long time.  Just something to get us around.  I  



           
          22  know that there's a Transportation Advisory  
           
          23  Board.  I read everything, the Suffolk Life and  
           
          24  was established in 2003.  I just wonder what's  
           
          25  happening with the Transportation Advisory Board  
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           2  because this is 2007 and I don't see any  
           
           3  difference.  I know Legislator Vivan Fisher,   
           
           4  she advocated for the community in Old Stonybrook.  
           
           5  They wanted to have their bus restored to the  
           
           6             community.  It was supposed to have  
           
           7             been restored. 
           
           8  I read it in the paper in 2005 that they were  
           
           9  going to restore it in September.  That takes the  
           
          10  people in that community to Mather Hospital and  
           
          11  St. Charles Hospital to the Museums in Stonybrook  
           
          12  and to the Three Village Inn, and all the areas  
           
          13  around there.  And I guess I'm concerned about the  
           
          14  middle class because the more have more money and  
           
          15  poor people get subsidized.  I got a letter from  
           
          16  Cesar Trunzo, sent to all of his constituents  
           
          17  last year and I saw that it was 209 million  
           
          18  dollars given in education to the school district,  
           
          19  but it was only, like, only $10,000 for the Town  
           
          20  of Islip.  Holbrook Senior Citizens got $60,000,  
           
          21  Legal Aid for Suffolk County senior  
           
          22  citizens.  And so, senior citizens got $70,000 and  



           
          23  we have a lot of senior citizens in our area.   
           
          24  I think that there's a real discrepancy in what  
           
          25  seniors are getting.  I work in the Cenacle   
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           2  Retreat Center and the sisters in Cenacle, I heard 
           
           3  one of the stories.  A couple of years ago took  
           
           4  all day get to an appointment to Port Jefferson  
           
           5  and home.  She had to change in Coram and there  
           
           6  was an altercation when she was there and she was  
           
           7  a little bit nervous, and then the bus driver  
           
           8  stopped to have lunch when she was on the bus.   
           
           9  That was a problem.  I hope that something can be  
           
          10  done about a bus, even if it was just a shuttle to  
           
          11  get around.  My other issue is a woman spoke  
           
          12  about mental health and about mobile van.  I  
           
          13  thought it was a great idea. I do have a friend  
           
          14  who has a sister who is mentally ill and she can't  
           
          15  get a psychiatrist to come into the house  
           
          16  so that she can get into Social Services.  I think   
           
          17  something like that would be very helpful. We  
           
          18  need more funding awareness and out reach to the  
           
          19  communities for mental health.  I read in  
           
          20  yesterday's Newsday that Northwestern University,   
           
          21  they did a study on over 4,000 adults, 65 and  
           
          22  older and they found out that clinical depression  
           
          23  alone can cause diabetes without any other risk  



           
          24  factors.  It was in yesterday's Newsday, Health  
           
          25  and Science.  That's a pretty big study and there  
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           2  are over 2 million people with clinical depression  
           
           3  over 65 years old.   So, if something can be done  
           
           4  about that.  My other issue is a park, where I  
           
           5  feel that older people can gather so that they  
           
           6  wouldn't be so isolated to they have somebody to  
           
           7  talk with and some music, just a gathering place. 
           
           8  I was talking to Legislator Lindsay about it and  
           
           9  they were negotiating getting for part of land  
           
          10  in Holbrook but I understand that land was sold  
           
          11  to Mama Lombardi's.  So, that's out.  I was  
           
          12  just hoping something done about a park.   
           
          13      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you for being here.   
           
          14  I know that something can be been done.  I lived  
           
          15  in that area and can certainly do something about  
           
          16  it.  I grew up middle class Holbrook.   I know  
           
          17  that area very well and know exactly what it is  
           
          18  that you're saying and share it with you.   
           
          19      MS. SULLIVAN:        Thank you. 
           
          20      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Ray Spengler and then  
           
          21  next is Charles Kaytos. 
           
          22      MR. SPENGLER:        Good evening.  I'm Ray  
           
          23  Spengler.  I grew up and lived in Queens all  
           
          24  my life and moved out here about 4 years ago, with  



           
          25  my wife, to Ridge.  We love it out here.  It's  
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           2  great.  One of the first things we read was the  
           
           3  Suffolk Life, which they stuck in our cubby hole  
           
           4  and we've been reading it every since.  We joined  
           
           5  the SAD right away and been in it ever since and  
           
           6  try to keep up with what's been going on. 
           
           7  Life in Long Island old and trying to pass the  
           
           8  word.  SAD most of the people think it's seniors  
           
           9  against drunk driving or something.    
           
          10  So, come November I contacted Bob.  They were  
           
          11  going to come and give a presentation so more  
           
          12  people can come find out about it and pass the  
           
          13  word.  That's my question, is there any way to  
           
          14  go to other 55 and older communities and do  
           
          15  the same.  Maybe that would increase membership.  
           
          16  Another thing, one of our plights out here is  
           
          17  health insurance.  In Queens, we take no  
           
          18  premiums out here.  Here, it was getting higher  
           
          19  and higher and we jumped from Oxford to HIP to  
           
          20  Blue Cross, and we are paying Blue Cross $166 a  
           
          21  month for both of us.  I believe it's last fall we  
           
          22  went to the Expo at Suffolk Community College to  
           
          23  see lady singing in the competition and low and  
           
          24  behold we see a booth with SAD.  Of course we  
           
          25  went right over and started to talk about health  
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           2  insurance.  I believe, Bob, said come January  
           
           3  we're going to have zero premiums for GHI.   
           
           4  Exactly what we did and we're very happy now with  
           
           5  this health insurance.  It's better than the other  
           
           6  ones that we had, and a lot cheaper.  That's about        
           
           7  all I can say.  SAD is great.  Keep going.    
           
           8      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you.   
           
           9      MR. KAYTOS:          How come I don't have a  
           
          10  full house tonight? 
           
          11      CHAIRMAN STERN:      A little light on the   
           
          12  left side.  They are the western Towns.  Many of  
           
          13  our colleges on the task force had other important  
           
          14  things to do.  They were here this afternoon. 
           
          15      MR. KAYTOS:          I have a question.                
           
          16  How could Kessler go out with 40 million dollars  
           
          17  from LIPA.  How did they get that kind of money?   
           
          18  Can anyone do anything to stop this?  They rob us.   
           
          19  That's what they've done.  I was an inspector and  
           
          20  dealing with LIPA for a long time.  They're the 
           
          21  laziest, most incompetent people in the world.   
           
          22  I was in Nassau County, I was an inspector there. 
           
          23  When they went on strike, they were holding up all  
           
          24  the buildings, because they didn't have to do  
           
          25  anything.  They used to come to work, start out  
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           2  about 8:00 and by the time got on the job it was  
           
           3  9:30.  This is the truth.   They stopped for a  
           
           4  full course meals.  What's large, yellow and  
           
           5  sleeps twelve?  A LIPA.  They went on strike.   
           
           6  They got the deal from Demato or Gallotta gave  
           
           7  them the contract.  That's another one of those  
           
           8  nice deals we had going on.  When they went on  
           
           9  strike, they got the general contractors in.  The  
           
          10  general contractors worked 10 hours a day.   
           
          11  LIPA worked a half a day.  Fire all these  
           
          12  guys and Contract the work out and save us  
           
          13  millions.  Believe me when I tell you that.  We're  
           
          14  paying for these bums.  I mean bums because I used  
           
          15  to have arguments with them all the time.  Nobody  
           
          16  does nothing about nothing.  Somebody got to do  
           
          17  something, get together and do something about  
           
          18  these people.  They're destroying the County  
           
          19  That's what they're doing.  Nobody else pays   
           
          20  these kinds of electric bills.  A friend of mine  
           
          21  lives in Jersey.  I said, what's your electric  
           
          22  bill?  His electric bill comes to about $600 a  
           
          23  year.   His heating bill comes to $1,500 for the  
           
          24  year.  That's gas.  We're paying over $3,000.   
           
          25  Some houses are paying over $4,000.  We   
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           2  keep the house cool, 65 degrees.  I went away to  
           
           3  Florida.  I go to Florida every year.  I came back  
           
           4  and I got a bill from LIPA.   Well, I shut my gas  
           
           5  meter off because I don't want an explosion when  
           
           6  I'm not around.  I drain the system. It's a hot  
           
           7  air system so it's not big deal.  I got a bill  
           
           8  from them the other day, wait until you hear this  
           
           9  one, a surcharge for $150, a delivery charge for  
           
          10  about $75.  I said, how can you charge me when the  
           
          11  gas it shut off, it must be some mistake.  I said  
           
          12  I know why you guys made the mistake to your  
           
          13  benefit and robbing the people for years and  
           
          14  getting away with it. I walked out.  Come down and  
           
          15  complain.  Let's go.  I'm ready for it.  It's  
           
          16  really all of our faults because we really don't  
           
          17  do anything about it. This is the first time we  
           
          18  get together and do some complaining about it.   
           
          19  Would you like to say something? 
           
          20      AUDIENCE MEMBER:     Yes.  I just made a copy  
           
          21  of my most recent LIPA bill, and when I pay the  
           
          22  bill I send a copies with a great letter to Steve  
           
          23  Levy.  It's ridiculous.  I take all kinds of  
           
          24  precautions to conserve, energy efficient bulbs. 
           
          25  I had a switch installed on my hot water heater so  
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           2  that I can shut it down when I'm not there.  I  
           
           3  also don't use my electric clothes dryer anymore.  
           
           4  I just stopped using it.  No matter what you do,  
           
           5  you can't beat them.  My actual usage of  
           
           6  electricity for two months was $90-$92.  Do you  
           
           7  know what my actual bill was?  Over $200.  That's  
           
           8  outrageous.  I'd like to know when somebody is  
           
           9  really going to come down hard on these people and  
           
          10  make them accountable to us.  People in their  
           
          11  70's.  We're not able to retire.  We're still out  
           
          12  there working and we'll have to stay working as  
           
          13  long as we're being killed like this, taxed to  
           
          14  death and everything else.  It's ridiculous.   
           
          15  That's it. 
           
          16      MR. SPENGLER:        How'd you like that?   
           
          17      AUDIENCE MEMBER:     Can you give us an answer  
           
          18  about that?   
           
          19      MR. SPENGLER:        Can we go after LIPA,  
           
          20  seriously? 
           
          21      CHAIRMAN STERN:      This is a concern  
           
          22  that we've been listening to all day.  I agree  
           
          23  with you, outrageous.  Unfortunately, LIPA  
           
          24  being a governmental entity on its own under the  
           
          25  offices of the State.  Legislator Lindsay has  
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           2  been working tirelessly on this issue.  It's State  
           
           3  officials, ultimately that is where it's got  
           
           4  to come from.   
           
           5      MR. SPENGLER:        If this is a private  
           
           6  company, they should be able to answer these  
           
           7  questions.  They would have to answer.   
           
           8      CHAIRMAN STERN:      There's a new Chairman  
           
           9  who has vowed to bring significant reform to  
           
          10  LIPA.  I'm paying that rate myself.                   
           
          11      MR. SPENGLER:        We're giving 40 million  
           
          12  dollars to Kessler.  This is outrageous.  It's a  
           
          13  joke to the people.   
           
          14      AUDIENCE MEMBER:     It's an insult to the  
           
          15  consumer, is what it is. 
           
          16      MR. SPENGLER:        Thank you, gang.     
           
          17  I hope I can meet you again because this is made  
           
          18  to order for me.   
           
          19      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Mr. and Mrs. Mahoney   
           
          20      MS. MAHONEY:         Hi, I'm Carol Mahoney. 
           
          21      MR. MAHONEY:         I'm Terrance Mahoney.  
           
          22      MS. MAHONEY:         Pam suggested that, I'm  
           
          23  nervous.  Pam Ciacoia suggest that I come and  
           
          24  tell you about my problems.  I'm Carol Mahoney and  
           
          25  I just turned 65.  I'm married to Terrance  
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           2  Mahoney.  We married in 1990 and live in Hampton  
           



           3  Bays.  I have 3 children he has 1 child and we  
           
           4  have 3  grandsons.  In 1995 we decided that my  
           
           5  mother was not doing too well, living alone, and  
           
           6  she came to live with us.  I'm an only child, so   
           
           7  there's no one else to care for my precious  
           
           8  mother.  She's a Saint.  How lucky I am to still  
           
           9  have her.  Her mother died when she was 7 and she  
           
          10  has helped others, and she is still always  
           
          11  thinking about me and others.  I'm still learning  
           
          12  from her now.  She's now 96, legally blind and  
           
          13  very frail.  She has Medicaid and part of the CD  
           
          14  Program.  They offer help and money to help   
           
          15  care for my mom.  We need people to help us.  They  
           
          16  don't have the help.  They need people.  Now, we  
           
          17  had an aid come 1 to 2 hours a week before the  
           
          18  program and she is now able to help us 4 hours on  
           
          19  Thursday and 6 hours on Friday.  She has another  
           
          20  job, so she is not able to help us more than that.   
           
          21  I don't know what we'd do without her.  I haven't  
           
          22  been able to find people willing to work at $11.50  
           
          23  an hour.  Cleaning people make $15.00 to $20.00  
           
          24  per hour off the books in the Hamptons.  We sure  
           
          25  could use the help in caring for my mother but can  
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           2  not afford $15.00 to $20.00 per hour.   
           
           3      MR. MAHONEY:         I'm Terrance Mahoney.   
           



           4  I'm fortunate to have a mother-in-law like Carol's  
           
           5  mother.  She's a wonderful woman.  However, if you  
           
           6  live with a senior person, she's 96, you know, not 
           
           7  everything is perfect.  In our relationship, we do  
           
           8  a lot to address problems that we have, including  
           
           9  going to counseling, because it does create  
           
          10  a lot of stress on our relationship and  
           
          11  look for quality time together, so that we can  
           
          12  enjoy our life at this stage.  I'm 62  
           
          13  years old.  I retired when I was 55.  I must say  
           
          14  that I have a very good life and I picked up a  
           
          15  part time job.  I work for Pam.  I help Pam out  
           
          16  and I must say that I drive the shuttle bus,  
           
          17  seniors, around.  Wonderful group.  I listened  
           
          18  to the person back here.  The Town of Southampton,  
           
          19  I must say, has the best senior program in the  
           
          20  County.  People come to me while driving the  
           
          21  shuttle and ask me a lot of questions.   
           
          22  They can't believe the services that we give to  
           
          23  our senior population.  So, it's a wonderful  
           
          24  thing. I'm sure a lot of people are enveous of  
           
          25  the  Town of Southampton.  Pam has done a great  
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           2  job.  But again, as you can see, as my wife said,  
           
           3  it's difficult situation.   Paying $15.00 to  
           
           4  $20.00 per hour and I don't know  
           



           5  the price we give the caregivers now.  She does  
           
           6  all the books.  That's our dilemma today, so I  
           
           7             hope  
           
           8  that things get better.  Thanks for listening to  
           
           9  us.   
           
          10      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you.  Home health  
           
          11  aids and care providers are an ongoing issue  
           
          12  all over Suffolk County and particularly on the  
           
          13  East End.  It's something this task force will be  
           
          14  examining.  I haven't heard about Pam at all  
           
          15             today.   
           
          16  Is there anybody else who would like to  
           
          17  say a few words?   
           
          18      MR. ZEILER:          I hate to bring another  
           
          19  problem to the table.  I'm getting a  
           
          20  little depressed back here.  Paul Zeiler,  
           
          21  Town of Hampton Bays.  Another problem, which is  
           
          22  really a national problem and probably all  
           
          23  aware of it.  In addition to all the things that  
           
          24  seniors do, grandparents do, is there is a very  
           
          25  large portion of grandparents taking care of  
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           2  grandchildren.  We're part of that.  We've been  
           
           3  through most of the things the people said, the  
           
           4  health thing.  My spouse is a cancer survivor.   
           
           5  We've taken care of in-laws, who passed away. 
           



           6  Now we're onto the next phase and it's a national  
           
           7  problem in the millions, and it caught our eye in  
           
           8  the Town of Southampton when we were having the  
           
           9  problem.  The biggest problem is that we really         
           
          10  didn't know where to turn.  As Pam knows, we need  
           
          11  some sort of comprehensive information. 
           
          12  Every week or so someone comes in the same  
           
          13  situation.  People in their seventies and eighties  
           
          14  taking care of their grandchildren because of  
           
          15  families today, the divorce rate,  
           
          16  and the prevalence of drugs and alcohol and where  
           
          17  the children wind up family and grandparents.  We  
           
          18  were quite disillusioned when we were told by an  
           
          19  attorney, and thought we were a little smarter 
           
          20  than we were, and spend thousands of thousands of  
           
          21  dollars when we were told we had a wonderful case  
           
          22  to get our grandson.  On behalf of our son we got  
           
          23  absolutely nothing.  The only thing we did get  
           
          24  was through the child referral, child protective,  
           
          25  and we thought we had a really strong case  
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           2  and after raising four children and seeing the way  
           
           3  a child should be raised and cared for, we thought  
           
           4  we had a very strong case.  We had documents for  
           
           5  over a year.  The attorney said we had a   
           
           6  very strong case, and we got zilch. 
           



           7  We probably should have researched it a lot  
           
           8  further.   I wanted to bring to your attention  
           
           9  that this is another growing problem.  There are  
           
          10  other issue out there, what they're doing   
           
          11  with their parents, with their bills, work, and  
           
          12  now taking care of the grandchildren.  It's  
           
          13  certainly nothing new but it is something with the  
           
          14  families, with the way families are broken up now. 
           
          15  Grandparents are jumping in and voluntarily  
           
          16  and even we did too, and thought we had a much  
           
          17  stronger case.   
           
          18                           I think something  
           
          19  somewhere in the County in the State can be done  
           
          20  and referred to a number of people and something  
           
          21  that comes to the meeting and being heard, just by  
           
          22  talking to each other and brings it to your  
           
          23  attention that it's another problem.   
           
          24      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Absolutely.  Perhaps as  
           
          25  we compile the report of the important issues  
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           2  we're going to discuss, this is something that  
           
           3  should be added to any kind of resource for  
           
           4  people seeking additional information, if we have  
           
           5  grandparents taking care of grandchildren.  Thank  
           
           6  you for being here.  Would anybody else like to  
           
           7  address the task force?   
           



           8      AUDIENCE MEMBER:     Very interesting. I was  
           
           9  very impressed. 
           
          10      CHAIRMAN STERN:      Thank you everyone for  
           
          11  coming this evening.  Thank you, sir, and  
           
          12  thank you for coming back to the Senior Task  
           
          13  Force meeting and I'm looking forward to seeing  
           
          14  everyone at the next public hearing.  We're  
           
          15  going to close up this evening.  We are  
           
          16  adjourned.  Thank you.      
           
          17                     [MEETING WAS CONCLUDED AT 
           
          18                     7:30 P.M.] 
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