SUFFOLK COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY BOARD
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Date: June 15,2011

Place: Brookhaven Town Hall — Work Session Room
MEMBERS PRESENT (9)

Robert Behrle
Suffolk County Sheriff

Susan Katz
Safe Kids Suffolk

Stephen Miller
Suffolk County District Court

Andrea Neubauer
Suffolk County Probation

Robert Pearce
Southampton Town Police

John Saraceno
Town of Smithtown

Richard H. Schneider
East Hampton Village Police

Stephen Shadbolt
Sachem Central School District

Lynn Weyant
Town of Brookhaven

GUESTS PRESENT (13)

Philip V. Apruzzese for William A. Devore, Office of the District Attorney
Eileen Beetar, AAA

Bob Blickwede, Texting Awareness Foundation

Angela Brockmann, EAC

Jon Freeman, Intern with SCDPW

Sarah Furey, SCPD

Jennifer P. Hogan, GTSC



Justin M. Marques, Intern with District Attorney Office
Owen McShane, NYS DMV (guest speaker)

Rocco Panetta, Texting Awareness Foundation
Alexander Prego, SCDPW

Patricia Ralph, SCDPW

Tom Temistokle, NYSDOT

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting of June 15, 2011 was called to order by Richard Schneider, Chair, at 2:15pm.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Richard Schneider, Chair, requested any additions or corrections to the May 2011 minutes. As there
were none, a motion was made by Robert Pearce to approve the May 2011 minutes; second by Robert
Behrle and passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE

Alexander Prego, SCDPW, provided an article titled, “Where The Sidewalk Ends.” The article discusses a
California county sidewalk project which “will resolve safety concerns along roads and help plan
infrastructure projects to improve community walkability.”

ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS

e Richard Schneider, Chair, reported enforcement statistics: 147 seatbelts — 17 tours with an
average of 8.6 per tour — 2 DWI’s in May; 2 DWI’s in June so far.

e Sarah Furey, SCPD, provided enforcement statistics for May. Sarah reported the May 2011
“Buckle Up” program was better than May 2010.

e Robert Behrle, Sheriff’s Office — nothing to report.

e Robert Pearce, Southampton Town Police, reported 31 DWI arrests in May. A combination
seatbelt/DWI check was conducted Memorial Day weekend, resulting in confiscation of drugs,
weapons, and 10 arrests; 7 of which were DWI's.

ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

e Tom Temistokle, NYSDOT, reported construction commenced at:
O Route 110/Northern State,
0 Route 110/0Ild Country Road -the intersection is being redone,
O Route 110/SUNY Farmingdale - Planning two new crosswalks and refuge islands which
will shorten the crossing distance to approximately 100ft.,



O Route 25/Route 25A, Smithtown - Senator Schumer is involved with this intersection.
There have been 3 fatal pedestrian accidents in 18 months. The intersection has
30,000-32,000 AADT. NYSDOT is hoping FHWA will fund a safety audit. Tom explained
the pedestrian phase comes up automatically in NYC; not at NYSDOT intersections in
Nassau and Suffolk Counties. Passive detection is a possibility, but a “pedestrian
education campaign” may be a better alternative to educate people, that by pressing
the button, it provides more time. Lynn Weyant, Town of Brookhaven, advised their
“Safety Town” has an educational pedestrian component.

e Alexander Prego, SCDPW, reported the County’s various improvement projects are underway at
CR19/Furrows Road, CR19/north of the LIE, and CR57 from Sunrise Hwy to Deer Park Avenue.

e Lynn Weyant, Town of Brookhaven, reported Saturday, June 18, 2011, from 10am to 2pm, will
be another Bike Rodeo at Safety Town in Holtsville. New helmets have been purchased and will
be given out. Their capital budget has been cut, the result of which will be a slowing of projects;
working only on priorities.

e John Saraceno, Town of Smithtown, reported his department is looking into more energy
efficient lighting and LED’s to save money on energy and maintenance. John attended the 3 day
ITE meeting in May which provided discussions of: “complete streets,” road diets, colored
sections in bike lanes to denote the safest route through an intersection, and new diamond
interchange where merging is on the left.

HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAMS

e Angela Bockmann, EAC, reported:
0 Child Passenger Safety was held June 9™,
0 The New York Highway Safety Symposium is scheduled for October 16, 17, 18" at the
Hyatt Regency, Hauppauge.

e Rocco Panetta, Texting Awareness Foundation, reported a good response from the posters,
decals, thumb rings in alerting people not to text and drive. Rocco indicated the Foundation is
currently working with Sachem Buses and has teamed with Jones Beach Events to get radio play
and exposure. In the beginning of the school year, they’re looking to do something at high
schools to make students aware of “Don’t Text & Drive.” Rocco questioned if a banner could be
installed on the digital trailer speed reading signs — Sarah Furey, SCPD, indicated she would try
to obtain information and an answer to the question.

e Jennifer Hogan, GTSC, introduced Owen McShane, Director of Investigations for DMV. Jennifer
indicated Mr. McShane would be providing a presentation at today’s meeting. Jennifer reported
there will be a “Stop DWI Night” at a Long Island Ducks game; tentative date of June 21%.

e Angela Brockmann, EAC, reported a car seat check was conducted on June 9™, Eleven (11) car
seats were given away.



Eileen Beetar, AAA, reported:
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a car seat check is scheduled for October,
a member event at Tanger Outlets will have a car seat check,
next week, a car seat check will take place in conjunction with NYC Safe Kids.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

OLD BUSINESS

Alexander Prego, SCDPW, provided handouts with information on three bills:

(0]

Bill S3100/Bonacic and A7961/Rivera: expands and updates the list of crimes for which
an individual can be disqualified from serving as a school bus driver. (Senate: passed
3/7/11; Assembly: in committee 5/25/11)

Bill S4062/Young and A4416/Rivera: identifies the owner of a vehicle identified as
having passed a stopped school bus to be the driver of such vehicle for purposes of
issuing a summons and prosecuting the crime; allow the use of photographic evidence
or a school bus driver’s statement to prove a vehicle illegally passed a stopped school
bus; establish the crime of misdemeanor assault in the 3 degree for injuring a person
as a result of illegally passing a stopped school bus; establish the crime of criminally
negligent homicide for causing the death of a person as a result of illegally passing a
stopped school bus. (Senate: in committee 3/16/11; Assembly: in committee 2/3/11)
Bill S3229-A and A7701/Englebright: allow advertisements to be on the exterior of
school buses in New York State. (Senate: in committee 2/14/11; re-committee 5/6/11;
Assembly: in committee 5/16/11)

Stephen Shadbolt, Sachem School District Transportation, commented on the bills indicating the
New York Association for Pupil Transportation (NYAPT) is opposed to advertising on school
buses; feels it would be detrimental to children and the advertising would be another distraction
for motorists.

> Stephen requested a letter be generated from the Traffic Safety Board, to Albany,
regarding the three bills.

> Richard Schneider, Chair, requested a motion to generate a letter from the Board to
Albany. A motion was made by Robert Pearce to generate a letter indicating
acceptance on the first two bills. A motion was made by John Saraceno to generate
a letter indicating opposition to the last (3) bill. All were in favor; motion was
approved.

Richard Schneider, Chair, provided a list of people requesting grants.

Alexander Prego, SCDPW, reported he is hoping the website will be up and running in
September. Alexander responded to a question regarding the “red light camera” fines: the
money collected from the fines is given to Suffolk County and the vendor. Alexander reiterated
the footage obtained from the red light cameras is reviewed by the County Attorney office.



NEW BUSINESS

e Alexander Prego, SCDPW, reported ice cream vendors must go through a safety class, provided

by Suffolk County, and pass a written test. In addition, the County conducts background checks,
including fingerprinting.

e Owen McShane, Director of Investigations for the Department of Motor Vehicles, gave a
presentation regarding the Department’s facial recognition program when issuing drivers’
licenses in combating identity theft — “One Driver = One Record.”

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, Richard Schneider, Chair, asked for a motion to adjourn the monthly meeting
of June and to hold the next meeting on September 21, 2011. The motion was made by Robert Pearce;
2" by Stephen Shadbolt and passed unanimously.



