
 

 
SUFFOLK COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY BOARD 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
 
 
Date: April 28, 2010 (postponed from April 21, 2010) 
 
Place: Brookhaven Town Hall – Work Session Room 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT (10) 

Robert J. Behrle 
 Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office 
 
Douglas Death 
 Office of the County Executive 
 
Steven Kamvakis 
 Suffolk County Dept. of Fire, Rescue & Emergency Services 
 
Karl Klug 
 Suffolk County Dept. of Health, EMS Division 
 
Andrea Neubauer 
 Suffolk County Probation Department 
 
Robert Pearce 
 Southampton Town Police Department 
 
Frank Pearson 
 Regional Traffic Engineer, NYSDOT 
 
Richard H. Schneider 

East Hampton Village Police Department 

Arvind Vora 
Traffic Engineer II 

 Suffolk County Department of Public Works 
 
Lynn Weyant 
 Director of Traffic Safety 
 Town of Brookhaven 
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GUESTS PRESENT (13) 

Jim Barr, ABATE 
Denna Cohen, MADD 
Sarah E. Furey, SCPD 
Audrey Kirwin, MetLife 
Joseph Kruk, 106 Rescue Wing 
Rachel Lugo, EAC 
Michael Mallin, SCPD 
Christopher McBride, AAA 
Diane Ortiz, Big Apple Motorcycle School 
Gina Otis, ABATE 
Maria Perez-Lent, STOP DWI 
Bill Shilling, Suffolk County Legislature, Offices of P.O. 
Tom Temistokle, NYSDOT 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of April 28, 2010 was called to order by Lynn Weyant, the Chair, at 2:15 p.m.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Lynn Weyant, the Chair, asked for additions, corrections to the March 2010 minutes. 

Arvind Vora reported the following three changes: 

1. Susan Katz was reported as Members Present on Page 1, which she was not. 

2. On Page 5, first paragraph, line 4 should read 2-hour course, not 8-hour course. 

3. On Page 7 under New Business, lines 3 and 4 should be Karl Klug and not Stephen 
Shadbolt. 

A motion to approve the March minutes as corrected was made by Karl Klug and seconded by 
Douglas Death.  The motion passed (10-0-0). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Arvind Vora reported that there were five pieces of correspondence; two items of useful reading 
(see Attachment A).  Arvind Vora reported that the goal of “AARP Complete Streets Week:  
Making New York Walkable for All Generations” is to promote safety for all, including 
pedestrians and specifically people over the age of 65 since New York State ranks the third 
highest in pedestrian fatality rates in the nation for this group.  He reported that the MADD Law 
Enforcement Recognition Luncheon was successful and Denna Cohen will report on it more later 
on.  He reported that Robert Pearce of Southampton and he attended the World Traffic Safety 
Symposium on April 9, 2010.  He reported that the “Distracted Driving” series in the New York 
Times won the Pulitzer Prize and the reporter in charge, Matt Richtel, shared his behind-the-
scenes story with the audience by indicating that distraction is present every day in every kind of 
activity we all undertake each day.  Therefore, distracted driving itself is neither new or 
newsworthy, but more discussion among themselves leads them to arrive at the point of “why” 
drivers, knowing very well the distractions like cell phones, texting, etc., still indulge in it while 
driving, and the rest is history as they say.  The remaining two items were the cancellation of the 
NCTSB meeting, and two pages of information from GTSC.  He reported on two useful articles, 
one the message of SADD about “Booze is a Destructive Decision” and a 14-page article in 
Reader’s Digest about the Best, Worst, and Deadliest Roads in the Nation. 
 
He also reported that as a follow up on “AARP Complete Streets” a bill is under consideration 
by the New York Legislature (see Attachment B).  If approved, he reported that all transportation 
facilities must be safe for all users including motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, transportation 
users, regardless of age.  He also reported that for the first time in 12 years fatalities associated 
with motorcycle have gone down, and a reporter from Newsday contacted him in this connection 
for information on motorcycle issues in Suffolk County and he connected her with Diane Ortiz 
of Big Apple and others. 

ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS 

 Robert Pearce of the Southampton Police Department – None. 

 Robert J. Behrle of the Sheriff’s Office – None. 

 Michael Mallin of SCPD distributed one page of Enforcement Statistics (see Attachment C) 
for January 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010.  He reported that the department is going to 
apply for a new grant for Truck Weight Enforcement. 

 Richard H. Schneider of the East Hampton Village Police Department reported that there 
were five DWI arrests in March and two so far in April, one of which was a felony DWI. 
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ENGINEERING PROGRAMS 

 Frank Pearson of NYSDOT introduced his colleague, Tom Temistokle, of Safety Evaluation 
Development, replacing Russ Ritchie who has moved to INFORM.  He reported that the last 
week was Work Zone Safety Week and expressed concern that pedestrian workers are 
vulnerable to fatalities even with police backup, pointing out a worker fatality on Sunrise 
Highway two to three years ago.  Upon a question, he indicated that the police help requested 
are dependent on the type of work. 

He reported on Safe Senior Program in downtown Smithtown by indicating work orders have 
been issued for traffic signs, pedestrian cross-walks, signal time changes, and for providing 
leading pedestrian indications.  He reported that the department is looking for additional 
locations and one under consideration is in Babylon Village.  He would like to make a 
presentation of this program to the Board Members, and Lynn Weyant, the Chair, suggested 
possibly at the next meeting (May 19, 2010). 

He also reported that to save the cost of electricity, lighting on the Long Island Expressway 
will be by 25 watt LEDs as opposed to the current light bulb of 250 to 400 watts.  Upon a 
question of solar lighting and color of LED lighting, he reported that for solar lighting you 
need a battery to store the power and the light color will be white. 

 William Shilling of Suffolk County reported that the County is exploring possibilities of 
expanding the Red Light Camera (RLC) program to other than County Roads.  He reported 
that there are dangerous signalized intersections with town roads and the County is reaching 
out to ten Town Supervisors to solicit letters of support.  Frank Pearson of NYSDOT 
reported that they are reviewing Permit Applications for RLC at the County Roads with state 
highway intersections. 

 Lynn Weyant of Brookhaven reported on traffic calming improvements on Union Avenue 
from CR19, Patchogue Holbrook Road to Hawkins Avenue, a four-year old project.  The 
work involves providing sidewalks and bike lanes in both directions with grant money of 
$500,000; however, bids in the past were as high as $800,000 and now the low bid is 
$553,000. 

She also reported that the Safety Town is open since last week and the programs are going 
very well, including two classes every week. 

HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAMS 

 Denna Cohen of MADD reported that the Law Enforcement Recognition Luncheon on 
Thursday, March 25, 2010 was well attended and was a great success.  She reported on an 
annual upcoming event of Walk Like MADD on Saturday, May 22, 2010 at Farmingdale 
College on Rt. 110.  She reported that it is a fun event and all are invited to join. 
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 Christopher McBride of AAA reported that the next Car Fit Stations for seniors will be held 

at the Long Island Veterans Home, Stony Brook, from 9 am to 1pm and is completely 
booked up.  The purpose is to make seniors comfortable and safe by properly adjusting seat 
belts, steering wheels, mirrors, reaching to brake pedals, etc.  For further information and to 
volunteer, he reported to call 516-551-2411. 

 Rachel Lugo of EAC reported that Monday April 20, 2010, was the kick off to the "National 
Work Zone Safety Week" the event was held in Battery Park.  Karen Torres, who is an EAC 
employee, was recognized as a spokesperson for the NYS DOT in their DOT Work Zone 
Safety campaigns. Karen's father Patrick Mapleson was a DOT worker and was tragically 
killed by a distracted driver on Sunrise Hwy while in a work zone.  EAC will also be 
educating and promoting the "No Phone Zone" campaigns. 
Rachel also reported that on Monday June 7th, 2010 there will be a Bike/ Pedestrian 
Symposium on Long Island and all are encouraged to register and attend. 
 

 Joseph Kruk of 106 Rescue Wing reported that to promote safety for young drivers between 
the ages of 18and 26, particularly about “Driving Distractions,” the Air Force conducted a 
special program last Saturday at the Base and over 1,000 people attended. 

 Jim Barr, President of ABATE reported that the First Annual Share the Road Ride on 
Sunday, April 11, 2010 was very successful.  He reported that 273 motorcyclists, including 
Legislator Eddington, gathered at the H. Lee Dennison Building in Hauppauge where an 
education seminar was held, including a presentation by Sgt. Lou Dini of SCPD on 
Motorcycle Equipment Violations, while Brain Trauma Organization, provided information 
on brain injuries.  He reported that afterwards an escort was provided by the Police 
Department and Sheriff’s Office for a trip via Long Island Expressway from Hauppauge to 
Patchogue.  The event, he reported, raised $4,000, while expenses were only $400.  As such, 
a balance of $3,600 is dedicated for Motorcycle Awareness and Safety. 

He also reported that the litter removal signs will be installed at a couple of locations, 
concept drawings of which he passed around for everyone to see (see Attachment D). 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

None 

STOP DWI 

Maria Perez-Lent of STOP DWI reported that the Poster Contest is successfully concluded with 
more than 250 entries from approximately 15 high schools in Suffolk County.  She reported that 
the winners for computer graphics were: 

Hampton Bays High School – First Prize 
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Brentwood High School      – Second Prize 
Huntington High School     – Third Prize 

 
And for free style art work the winners were: 
 

Brentwood High School – First Prize 
Kings Park High School – Second Prize 
John Glenn High School – Third Prize 

 
She reported that the top 12 best art works will be incorporated in the next school years STOP 
DWI calendar. 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Lynn Weyant, the Chair, reported that the submission deadline for GTSC grant applications 
is before the next Board meeting on May 19, 2010 and requested to authorize her as in the 
past to sign and submit. 

A motion was made by Douglas Death that the Chair is authorized to approve grant 
applications at her discretion and report at the next meeting for the Board approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Karl Klug and voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

 Karl Klug of EMS, Health Department, asked a question to law enforcement officials as to 
any law that requires seating position (i.e., upright or reclining position) since accidents 
involving neck injuries seem to have gone up in epidemic proportions.  The answer is that 
there is no law to require how operators or passengers keep the position. 

 Audrey Kirwin of MetLife reported on her meeting with Tom Hampton of WBAB and the 
plan is to reach out to major advertisers to fund radio spots promoting safety and specifically 
aimed at the 16-26 year old population.  The safety messages can also, she reported, be 
delivered at Motorcycle Rallies, on big screens mounted on trucks, etc. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Lynn Weyant, the Chair, asked for a motion to adjourn the April 
meeting.  The motion was made by Douglas Death and seconded by Karl Klug, and passed 
unanimously (10-0-0). 




