
SUFFOLK COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY BOARD
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Date: April 15, 2009

Place: Work Session Room at Brookhaven Town Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT (12)

Robert J. Behrle
Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office

Douglas Death
Highway Safety Program Manager, Office of the County Executive

William A. DeVore
Office of the District Attorney

Steven Kamvakis
Suffolk County Department of FRES

Karl Klug
Suffolk County Department of Health, EMS Division

Stephen Miller
Suffolk County District Court

Andrea Neubauer
Suffolk County Probation Department

Robert Pearce
Southampton Town Police Department

Richard H. Schneider
East Hampton Village Police Department

Stephen Shadbolt
Transportation Supervisor, Sachem Central School District

Arvind Vora
Traffic Engineer II
Suffolk County Department of Public Works

Lynn Weyant
Director of Traffic Safety
Town of Brookhaven



Suffolk County Traffic Safety Board April 15, 2009
Page 2

GUESTS PRESENT (15)

Jim Barr, ABATE
Angela Brockmann, EAC
Denna Cohen, MADD
Sarah E. Furey, SCPD
David S. Jones, Big Apple Motorcycle School
Theodore Klein, Suffolk County Planning Department
Joseph Kruk, 106 Rescue Wing
Bradley Kusko, Town of Huntington
Christopher S. McBride, AAA
Diane Ortiz, Big Apple Motorcycle School
Maria Perez-Lent, STOP DWI
Robert Quinn, Rides Unlimited
Margaret Rebholz, MADD
Ed Seltenreich, QVPD
Bill Shilling, SCPO

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting of March 18, 2009 was called to order by Lynn Weyant, the Chair, at 2:05 p.m. She
requested that everyone introduce themselves.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lynn Weyant, the Chair, asked for additions, corrections to the March 2009 minutes.

Arvind Vora reported that the Road-eo date change from May 8 to May 2 was sent by Stephen
Shadbolt via e-mail on April 13, 2009.

A motion to approve the March minutes, as corrected, was made by Douglas Death and seconded
by Stephen Shadbolt. The motion passed (12-0-0).

CORRESPONDENCE

Arvind Vora reported that there were five pieces of correspondence and seven pieces of
published articles (see Attachment A). He reported on each item of correspondence one by one
and highlighted the significant points when needed, particularly for Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and
10.
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ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS

 Robert J. Behrle of the Sheriff’s Office distributed one page of Enforcement Division
Statistics (see Attachment B) for January 1, 2009 through March 31, 2009. He reported that
every category – speeding summonses, total summonses, DWI arrests, and traffic arrests
other than DWI – were substantially up for the three month period. He also reported that he
did not have with him, but was working on e-Grants.

 Richard H. Schneider of the East Hampton Village Police Department distributed three pages
of the Offense Analysis Report (see Attachment C) for March 6, 2009 to April 5, 2009. He
reported that a total of 513 traffic summonses were issued during this period, including 192
for “No Seat Belt - Driver”, 17 for “No Seat Belt – Front Seat”, 23 for “Cell Phone
Violation” and 48 for speeding.

 Ed Seltenreich of the Quogue Village Police Department distributed one page of Patrol 2009
Stats (see Attachment D) for January 1, 2009 to Match 1, 2009. He reported that DWI
statistics were down due to reduced staffing caused by injuries, leave, etc. However,
summonses for Aggravated Unlicensed Operator were up by 166%, from 18 to 48, while
“Warnings” were up by 107% from 242 to 502.

 Robert Pearce of the Southampton Police Department reported that there were 21 DWI
arrests in March. He also reported that the e-Grants for STEP and BUNY have been put
together.

 Sarah Furey of SCPD had no statistics to report, but distributed black and yellow “Watch for
Motorcycles!” bumper stickers (see Attachment E).

ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

 Lynn Weyant reported that the funding in millions is available under SAFETY LUW and the
deadline for applications is April 24, 2009. She also reported that the newly elected
Brookhaven Town Supervisor, Mr. Lesko, took office on last Monday.

 Arvind Vora reported that the County is working on preparing the Request For Proposal
(RFP) for the Red Light Camera program.

HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAMS

 Denna Cohen of MADD reported that the Walkathon will take place at noon on Sunday, May
31, 2009 at Farmingdale University, and there is no charge. For more information she said to
visit their website at limadd.com.

 Christopher S. McBride of AAA reported that there are a few openings for their CARFIT
Program for Seniors to be held on Saturday at their headquarters in Garden City.
Reservations can be made at AAA.com.
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 Stephen Shadbolt reported that Road-eo will take place on May 2, while Operation Safe Stop
will take place on April 23, 2009 as previously reported. He also reported that Operation
Safe Stop may take place twice during the next school year, possibly in October and April.

 Jim Barr of ABATE reported that the Governor of New York has declared June as
Motorcycle Safety & Awareness Month. He inquired as to whether a proclamation is
required. Bill Shilling reported that he will get back with information. Arvind Vora reported
that NYSDOT should get that information and advise motorists, at least on Long Island
highways, via INFORM signs.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

 NONE.

STOP DWI

 Maria Perez-Lent reported that the winners of the poster contest will be honored tomorrow
by the County Executive with the First Place winner receiving a $100 prize, the Second Place
winner a $75 prize, and the Third Place winner a $50 prize. She also reported that winners
are selected according to free style as well as computer generated graphics, and that one girl
has won a prize three years in a row. The four judges were Denna Cohen of MADD, Lt.
Meyer of Suffolk County Police Department, Bonnie Anderson of Health Department and a
representative from the Zimmerman and Edelson advertising agency. She reported that a
plan is underway to make a calendar with the top 12 posters.

 Douglas Death distributed a three-page report of Suffolk County DWI Highway Fatalities for
the month of March 2009 (see Attachment F) and reported that no DWI Arrests Report is
available. He reported that the total fatalities went down from 36 to 32 and alcohol-involved
fatalities went down from 13 to 11. He reported on one significant statistic on the last page
of the report where pedestrian deaths jumped from 5 to 11, while alcohol-involved pedestrian
deaths went up from 2 to 5. He reported that one “unknown” category could be motorcyclist,
with a blood alcohol level of 0.19, but the total number for motorcycle involvement is too
small so far this year to be statistically significant.

OLD BUSINESS

 Arvind Vora reported that the e-Grant package he received from Bill Shilling at the last
meeting was copied and sent to all members and guests.

 Lynn Weyant reported that she needs a copy of the Grant Endorsement page from all e-Grant
applicants.

 Sarah Furey of SCPD reported that their BUNY Grant amount is $87,000, the same as last
year, while the STEP Grant request of $102,000 includes enforcement in school zones too.
The motorcycle Grant amount remains $25,000 as a continuation grant.
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 Angela Brockmann of EAC reported on submitting a grant application for Child Passenger
Safety for $24,000. A motion to approve the grant application was made by Richard H.
Schneider, seconded by Karl Klug, and approved unanimously.

 Ed Seltenreich of the Quogue Village Police Department reported on submitting grant
applications for BUNY the same as last year for $8550 and STEP for $4888. A motion to
approve the grant applications was made by Richard H. Schneider, seconded by Douglas
Death, and approved unanimously.

 Robert Pearce of Southampton reported on his intention to submit a grant request of $8,500
for enforcement of underage buyers’ laws.

NEW BUSINESS

 Arvind Vora reported that Diane Ortiz of Big Apple Motorcycle School, Jim Barr of
ABATE, and a half dozen other people, including himself, went to Albany to promote and
improve traffic safety in general and motorcycle safety in particular in Suffolk County. He
reported that the package (see Attachment A, Item 2) was given to the Senate Majority
Leader’s staff member and to the Office of the Chairman of the New York State Senate
Transportation Committee.

 Lynn Weyant reported that in her Brookhaven Town, safety-related maintenance is very
much routine (e.g., intersection cleanings take place first for bicyclists and motorcyclists,
grate replacement, basin cleaning, etc.). Stephen Shadbolt reported that the Brookhaven
Town Highway Department is very responsive.

 Jim Barr of ABATE reported that as part of motorcycle safety improvements, ABATE will
pay for commercials of 80 spots costing $6000 that ABATE plans to air in May 2009 and
that he needs supporters and help to get air time. Please call him at 888-LIABATE or e-mail
to liabate@aol.com.

 Denna Cohen reported that May 5, 2009 is Lobbying Day and MADD plans to call, e-mail,
and contact legislators to push for Ignition Interlock Bill. She reported that the form letter is
available on their web-link, LongIslandmadd.org.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Lynn Weyant asked for a motion to adjourn the April meeting.
The motion was made by Douglas Death and seconded by Robert Pearce, and passed
unanimously (12-0-0).
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