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TO: Members of the Seniors and Consumer Protection Committee:

Legislator Steven Stern, Vice-Chair «” H’M»( glls
Legislator Thomas Cilmj Tooa  Telluakin
Legislator Al Krupski ¥ et Pemite

Legislator Thomas Muratorel”

ﬂ{q?M Twno
All other interested parties Qoo AolAn
as
FROM: Legislator Sarah Anker, Chairwoman CXU.M‘J‘ Deple tv

DATE: July 12,2016
SUBJECT: Seniors and Consumer Protection Committee Agenda
Please be advised that the next meeting of the Seniors and Consumer Protection Committee will

be held on Monday, July 18, 2016 at 12:30 p.m. in the Rose Y. Caracappa Auditorium of the
William H. Rogers Legislative Building, 725 Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge, New

York.
L PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
1L CORRESPONDENCE
IIL PUBLIC COMMENTS
1V, PRESENTATION:

None.

V. TABLED RESOLUTIONS: None



| VL INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS:

1639. Accepting and appropriating additional funds for a 100% federally funded grant being
passed through the New Yotk State Department of Labor for the Displaced Homemaket W\

Program (Co. Exec.) H'\ (C A4-0-0-\  (f€xtund- W™
VIL PROCEDURAL MOTIONS: None

VIIL HOME RULE MESSAGES: None

IX., TABLED SUBJECT TO CALL RESOLUTIONS: None

X. ADJOURNMENT
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SENIORS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

LD Legislator Present| Absent] Time
6 |Sarah S. ANKER, Chair ~
16 |Steven H. STERN, Vice Chair

AL KRUPSKI

4 |Thomas MURATORE
10 |[Thomas CILMI
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M
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Clerk / Chief/Deputy Clerk of the Legisiature
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SENIORS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

Motion:

ahn, Anker
Calarco, Lindsay, Martinez, Cilmi;Barraga, Kennedy

Krupski, Fleming, Browning,

Trotta, McCaffrey, Gregory, Stern, D'Amaro, Spencer

DATE:M 2016

Krupski, Fleming, Browning, Muratore, Hahn, Anker
Calarco, Lindsay, Martinez, Cilmi, Barraga, Kennedy

Trotta, McCaffrey, Gregory, Stern, D'Amaro, Spencer

Second:
Krupski, Fleming, Browning, Muratore, Hahn, Anker
Calarco, Lindsay, Martinez{ ¢ilmj, Barraga, Kennedy

Trotta, McCaffrey, Gregory, Stern, D'Amaro, Spencer

N
o/

LD Legislator Yes| No |Abs| NP | R _~ Approve CC-
6 |Sarah S. ANKER, Chair / ____Table
16 |Steven H. STERN, Vice Chair ____Table Subject to Call
1 |AL KRUPSKI ____Withdraw
Thomas MURATORE ____Discharge Without
10 |Thomas CILMI v Recommendation
_____To Reconsider
~\ Totals ____Take Out of Order
_____Executive Session
APPROVED_,~ FAILED___

Roll Call Voice Vote

)

I Chief Deputy Clerk of the Legislature



LONG ISLAND CHAPTER i
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSQCIATION

INCORPORATED + 200 PARKWAY DRIVE SOUTH, SUITE 101
HAUPPAUGE, NEW YORK 11788 % TEL: 631-291-9732 % FAX: 631-291-9757

July 6,2016

Legislator Sarah Anker
620 Route 25A Suite B
Mt. Sinai, NY 11766

Dear Legislator Anker:

I attended the last meeting of the Seniors & Consumer Protection Committee on June 13™. 1 was quite upset
over several issues that were raised at the meeting. In his remarks, Kevin Macleod made many serious and
outrageous allegations concerning the Electrical Licensing Board. To make matters worse, the Consumer
Affairs representative did not address the incorrect statements made by Mr. Macleod. These remarks, which
are a matter of public record, would give one the impression that there is no representation on the County’s
Electrical Licensing Board by anyone connected to the solar industry. Mr. Andrews, the County’s
representative for Consumer Affairs, then seemingly confirmed this by assuring the Committee that the open
spot on the Board will be filled by a "solar representative.” He also stated that a license is renewed simply by
a contractor coming into the office, paying a fee and “walking out the door with their new license.” He made
no mention whatsoever that before licenses are renewed, the licensee’s record of the past two years is
reviewed and checked for, among other things, compliance with County laws; outstanding judgements
including child support; open violations or investigations; and up-to-date insurance requirements. I will
address several of the remarks made by Mr. Macleod. I only wish that Mr. Andrews had done the same.

1) “the industry is beginning to take a little coneern about some of the people that are on these
boards . .. “ _
“The industry.” What industry? The electrical contracting industry or the solar industry which is a
subset of the electrical contracting industry? What is the concern and which of “the people™ are they
concerned about? ‘ ’

2) “these appeintments are from the County Executive and are “rubber stamped” through the
Commissioner . . . “ Does anybody look at actual qualifications? Do they represent the people of
Suffolk or the interest of their own business? These businesses have concerns and interests
within the industry themselves . . . and protect themselves rather than the people of Suffolk”
Every appointment is subject to Legislative approval and all persons recommended for new
appointments appear in person before the Legislature. Most persons recommended for
reappointments do not routinely appear before the Legislature but all are approved by the
Department, based on their service and commitment to the Licensing Board, before the request goes
to the Legislature. Of course these volunteers have “concerns and interests” within the industry — that
is one of the reasons they serve on the Board — they care about and are concerned about all things that
could affect the state of the industry. They serve to assist the County in vetting applicants for new
licenses and to keep the County abreast of emerging issues within the industry. The Board makes
recommendations that it feels will protect consumers and better serve the licensed contractors Within



the industry. To say that the Board acts to “protect themselves rather than the people of Suffolk” is

. oth ignorant and demeaning and totally without merit.

3) “if you...tell...people...they can’t do solar because they are not an ME . .. that’s going to

hurt an industry.”
This statement coming from someone who professes to care about the electrical industry defies belief.
Installation of solar panels has been described by several different state Labor Departments as “the
work of an electrician.” It is illegal to allow licensed home improvement contractors to perform solar
projects without Master Electricians, period.

4) “The solar industry has been trying to get representation on this licensing Board for years”
In fact, the solar industry is well-represented on the current Board. At least half of the members of the
Board have extensive experience in solar projects large and small, commercial and residential. The
solar industry is a part of the overall electrical contracting industry served by Master Electricians. It is
not a stand-alone segment. The members of the Board are acutely aware of all issues related to this
emerging and important part of the business and have been ahead of the curve as vatious issues
develop.

5) “it’s a country club board . . . they re-elect their members year after year . .. there’s no term
limits . . . they recommend who should be on the Board . . . somebody’s brother or somebody’s
friend ends up on ...the Board.”

 These statements would have you believe that the Board membership is stagnant. In fact, half of the
current members have been appointed in the past few years. The Board members are not “re-elected”
year after year. Each member has a three-year term. Each member is recommended by the County
Executive to the Legislature for approval. I know of no one’s “brother” who is on or has ever been on
the Board. There is a mix of union and non-union contractors; a labor union representative; a
representative from the electrical inspection agencies; and an appliance repair representative. These
volunteer members work hard and diligently for the County. They spend many hours every month
assessing applicants for licenses. They advise the Commissioner on all matters of interest to the
industry. They make recommendations that ultimately better protect consumers and they do so
without prejudice or thoughts of self-protection of their own businesses.

The Licensing Board has been in existence serving the residents, consumers and contractors of Suffolk
County since 1972. Members of the Board spend hundreds of volunteer hours per year ensuring that
consumers and contractors are protected. I speak from my 12 years of experience as Consumer Affairs
Commissioner when I say that this Board is now and always has been professional in every way, acting in
the best interests of consumers and businesses alike. I would be glad to meet with you if you have any
questions or wish to discuss these matters any further. Thank you for your consideration and your service to
Suffolk County.

Sincerely,

%MP%MO@ N \

Charles Gardner
Director of Government Affairs
Cc: Legs. Steven Stern, Tom Cilmi, Al Krupski, Tom Muratore



