
 

 
 
 
 
 

GAMING TASK FORCE 
 
 
                       

OF THE 
 
 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 
 
 

 
A meeting of the Gaming Task Force of the Suffolk County Legislature was held in the Rose Y. 
Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building, Veterans Memorial 
Highway, Smithtown, New York, on January 14, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Raymond Donnelly - LIFT 
Tom Isles - Director of the Suffolk County Planning Department 
Bill Shilling - Presiding Officer's Office  
Mea Knapp - Suffolk County OTB 
Lori Taggart - Suffolk County Community College 
Robert Fonti - County Executive's Representative 
Nicholas Zuba - Supervisor's Association 
Karen Hunter - Shinnecock Nation 
Beverly Jensen-  Shinnecock Nation 
Wayne Horsley - Legislator 14th Legislative District 
Yves Michel - Commissioner Suffolk County Economic Development 
 
 
 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Bryan Galgano - Aide to Legislator Horsley 
Carolyn Fahey - Economic Development 
 
 
 
 
 
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT TAKEN BY: 
Donna Catalano - Court Stenographer  
 
 
 
 
 



 

(*THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:51 A.M.*) 
 
 

MR. DONNELLY: 
Welcome.  Thank you for coming.  Happy New Year and all that.  We're pleased to have our first 
meeting of the year.  And I'd like to just take a moment to welcome, as he sits down next to me, the 
new Commissioner of Economic Development and Workforce Housing for Suffolk County, my friend 
and colleague, Yves Michel.  We have a representative from the Tribe here this morning, Karen.  
We're going to -- we're going to talk about that in a second.  Did we get everybody's name and so 
forth?   
 
MS. CATALANO: 
Yes. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Okay.  You had wanted to say something, Mr. Horsley?   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
Yeah.  Thank you, Ray.  But I think what we should do and what is appropriate is that we give a 
moment of silence for our friends and neighbors to the south in Haiti.  It just sounds so devastating.  
And I understand that Yves has relatives in Haiti, and they're just waiting upon information.  And if 
we will, to give a moment of silence for the Nation of Haiti.   

 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
Thank you very much.  I appreciate that.  And our thoughts and prayers are with all those.  You 
don't know what to say in a situation like that.  It just sounds so -- so awful.  But, you know, I heard 
the President on my way over here, he gave a speech.  It sounds like the United States of America is 
on top of it.  And, you know, he sounds like they're going to be doing everything they possibly can 
including $100 million and all sorts of relief.  And Presidents Clinton and Bush, George W. Bush, are 
heading up the relief effort.  So it sounds like we're getting our act together, so that's good to see.   
 
COMMISSIONER MICHEL: 
Thank you.   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
On that, I wanted to formally and on the record congratulate the Shinnecock Nation on their -- their 
status as a nation.  We never had any doubt.  Suffolk County did -- and we are just -- we are just so 
happy for you and for Suffolk County.  And we're just proud that you are -- you are part of Suffolk 
County as well.  Congratulations again.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Thank you.   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
We're all keeping our fingers crossed on the final determination by the Department of Indian Affairs 
that this will all go well for you.  No matter where you may end up as far as your business 
enterprises, we love the fact that you are here and we're proud of you.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Thank you very much.   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
I wanted to -- before I turn this over to Ray -- and I appreciate Ray running this meeting today -- I 
wanted to just mention just a couple of quick things relating to the Gaming Task Force and Suffolk 
County and its position.  And that -- I wanted to -- we have been assigned the task of doing 



 

sociological studies and a number of different things; you know, are casinos good for Suffolk County 
and all those related issues.   
 
But I would -- I would hope -- and I thought about this, Ray, for a little bit -- that the role of this 
committee, if I may, because of this impending decision that will be coming down I believe it's some 
time around June, is that -- in and around that period, that the role of this committee should be to 
produce a marketing -- a marketing program for Suffolk County to -- on how we are going to -- how 
we are going to work with and entice the Shinnecock Nation to come home if there is a gaming 
institution to be built.  And we certainly recognize that this is -- that we are just one of many players 
in this issue.   
 
But I think that we should be putting together a marketing -- what's another word for marketing -- 
marketing schedule, marketing program for Suffolk County and put our best foot forward.  And I 
think it should be on several levels.  One, I think the marketing -- the marketing program should be 
geared to the Nation so that they recognize not only that we are -- we are friends and we have the 
best interest of all parties involved and that Suffolk County is the best location for a possible gaming 
institution in its proper location where it's -- you know, where we're protecting the quality of life of 
residents of Suffolk County as well as -- as well as that it's in the right location for everyone 
concerned.   
 
Secondly, I think that we are going to also have to all market Suffolk County to our State 
representatives, because they are -- it's my understanding that there is a compact with the State of 
New York with the issue of casino gambling and gaming institutions and that -- that they have a 
compact that they're -- that these gaming institutions are to go to the Catskills.  I mean, this is, you 
know, some of the rumors that we hear.   
 
So we have to make sure that Suffolk is represented and we are marketing to our State 
representatives and to the State of New York so that we are truly -- we are truly putting our best 
food forward with the possibility.  So again, I think that is -- that is our goal, that is our task, is to 
be a marketing agent for -- for this -- this program.  So with that, Ray, I want to again congratulate 
the Nation and looking forward to having -- no matter what happens -- to have a positive and 
respectful and loving relationship between the two -- between the Shinnecock Nation as well as 
Suffolk County. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Thank you.  Thank you very much.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Thank you.  Thanks, Wayne.  So before I invite Karen, if she might give us a quick update on just 
timing and schedules and decision processes to the extent that she can, I wanted to just take a 
minute to inform the task force of events since we last met in May.  Over the summer, we had two 
meetings to emphasize Wayne's point about outreach and trying to create the proper climate, if you 
will, for Suffolk County to be considered by the Shinnecock who not only are a part of Suffolk 
County, but were part of Suffolk County before it was a county, I guess. 
 
We met with them under the guise of Presiding Officer Lindsay back in July and talked about the 
various advantages of Suffolk County as a place to do business and why the casino -- we see the 
casino being established here as a good decision for all parties.  And then subsequent to that, I had 
the opportunity through Phil Brown and some of the other folks at the Shinnecock Nation to 
introduce them to the Culinary Arts Institute of Suffolk Community College which is located in 
Riverhead.  I think wherever the Shinnecocks go, and we certainly know where we want them to 
land, they need to start thinking about training their workforce.  The Culinary Institute is a neighbor 
in a manner of speaking of the Shinnecocks out there.  It's one of the great pieces of our great 
Community College.  So I'm hopeful that a program will come together there that will begin the 
training of the workforce necessary to staff the casino.   
 



 

So those events have transpired since our last meeting.  Since now, we haven't met since our last 
meeting, because as we know, we were all awaiting the decision that was -- that was received on 
December 15th.  And we add our congratulations to Legislator Horsley's congratulations.  Would it 
be possible, Karen, for you to sort of just give us an update on that decision and the steps and the 
process that might take place between now and I guess is it June or July when the comment period 
actually ends?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Hi.  My name is Karen Hunter, and I am of the Shinnecock Nation.  And I take it that I'm operating 
this microphone correctly.  I have to tell you that I have been given a set of talking points which are 
very limited in scope and definitely does not contribute any time frames to this discussion.  So I'm 
going to start by reading from them.  And just so you know what narrow scope I've been given at 
this point, I will tell you that our preliminary decision come down December 15th as you know.  It is 
anticipated that there will be a final decision somewhere around the mid month of June, middle of 
June.  And it is our hope, desire and inspiration to possibly get a decision even sooner.   
 
I'm going to now read from this document here.  "The Shinnecock Nation would like to express our 
appreciation to the local community leaders who supported our recognition efforts, and in particular, 
we'd like to thank Governor Paterson for his support in our recognition efforts, which we believe was 
unprecedented for a Governor to support an Indian Tribe in this manner."   
 
"As a result of this ruling, our more than 30 year quest for Federal recognition is finally within our 
grab.  We look forward to reclaiming our rightful place on the list of Federally recognized tribes.  This 
will enable us to qualify for federal programs long denied to our people.  To be denied the ability to 
partner with the Federal Government on housing, health care, education, economic justice initiatives 
is no longer a possibility.  We are prepared to work with the State starting right now to adjust the 
economic issues facing our Nation."   
 
"We will probably not wait for formal recognition to begin decisions about siting a gaming facility.  
We have long said that we want to work with the State, local and Congressional leaders.  It is our 
hope that we can find a solution that is good for our Nation, good for the State, our County and the 
local communities.  But that will only happen if the State sits down and begins real discussions with 
us.  At this point, these discussions have not formally begun, and we do not have specific 
information that we can provide concerning site location or other aspects of a proposed gaming 
facility.  We are hopeful that serious discussions on these issues will begin shortly.  And we are 
committed to working with the State and local communities to ensure that we reach a mutually 
agreeable plan for the siting of a gaming facility.  The Shinnecock Nation."   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Okay.  Thanks, Karen.  We appreciate that and we appreciate the brief you have been given and the 
mandate you're operating under.  I guess I want to take a moment just now to offer the opportunity 
for the task force themselves to perhaps comment on what Karen said or for any thoughts we might 
have.  So taking this in no particular order but because he's sitting right next to me, I'll start with 
the newly appointed Commissioner of Economic Development.   
 
COMMISSIONER MICHEL: 
Thank you, Ray.  Karen, thank you for that brief release.  I appreciate you sharing it with us.  I 
know from my point of view regarding the possibility of having your site here within our County, I 
am quite excited about that possibility.  And I feel that, as the Legislator opened the meeting, that 
the onus is on us to provide the marketing plan to show you that this County above anywhere else is 
the right place for you to take a serious look, obviously a right place for you to put your site.  And 
anything that my office can do to support that or participate as strongly as we can and to do it in 
earnest, we will do that.  So thank you.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Thank you too.  And as you know, Suffolk County is our immediate area, our immediate homeland.  



 

So we have not got to the point where we're even looking at sites.  But I am here to make note of 
any site recommendations this board may have.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Bob Fonti.   
 
MR. FONTI: 
I'm not used to using one of these, I guess.  But thank you.  Again, Karen, congratulations is in 
order.  It's been long -- long overdue.  Actually, a few questions.  Maybe you can guide me in the 
right direction.  How many sites are you looking at having in the State or in Suffolk County, or how 
many can you have; is it up to four, eight?  I'm not clear of what the -- what the number is. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Well, what we've observed is that there are different compact agreements between various tribes in 
the State of New York already.  We will -- you can note that there are tribes who only have one site 
stated in their compact agreement, and then there's another tribe like the Senecas or the Mohawks 
that have multiple site potentials.  So we have not concluded that yet.  It is our hope -- the ideal 
solution would be to have multiple sites, yes.   
 
MR. FONTI: 
The radius restriction, if I remember, we did have a discussion at the last meeting, was originally 25 
miles from the original site out in Southampton with an extension going to 75 miles.  How does that 
play in, and what triggers that?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I'm afraid I won't be able -- I can't answer that question for you.  I believe that type of legislation 
can change and varies from state to state or locality to locality.  I don't know that that would be 
something I can conclude.   
 
MR. FONTI: 
In terms of footprint, I assume that you're -- if you're eager to enter into a negotiations or 
conversations with the State, we're even more eager to have you here at home to discuss it.  Is 
there something that you could provide us with with regard to a site plan, a footprint or 
requirements in terms of what your needs are so that we can try to do a marketing plan that can 
accommodate you?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
At this time, no.  And I would imagine the footprint would be based on the availability of land or the 
site itself.   
 
MR. FONTI: 
All right.  And also, you know, from the newspaper articles, you've had a lot of great press over the 
last couple months in terms of staying -- staying in touch with the State -- the State leaders as well.  
I understand there's -- there was discussion with regard to a site, Aqueduct, and a land swap.  Can 
you comment on that?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Land swap -- I can tell you now that the usage of the term "land swap" is not in our vernacular.  And 
as for media reports and newspaper comments, I can't address those.  But I would like to, at this 
time, introduce our Communications Director, Ms. Beverly Jensen, here in case -- I'm sorry for not 
doing that sooner.  She basically corresponds and communicates with the media on a daily basis.   
 
In terms of Aqueduct, we have not made any final determinations as to what sites we're going to 
take very seriously.  Or better said, we're looking at a variety of sites in a variety of locations, and 
the Nassau County area is not being excluded from that view. 
 



 

MR. FONTI: 
Anything -- one more than other in terms of -- if you're looking at sites, then you must be 
site-specific in terms of square footage or acreage.  I'm just trying to figure out what we can 
formulate for you in terms of that marketing plan so that we could reverse engineer what your needs 
are to find out if we were able to look for sites, whether it's public or private or a combination of 
public-private that we could try to fine tune as a consideration for you -- for your tribe. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Again, I probably could not offer you any information in that area, but what I would have hoped the 
task force was taking a look at is to what size site our community here could actually accommodate 
based on a marketing or feasibility study, and that's the kind of information I was hoping I would get 
from you actually.   
 
MR. FONTI: 
Obviously we -- we had -- I think in one of our main meetings, if I remember reading the minutes 
correctly, we were going to be putting out an RFQ for site selection to try to figure out, you know, in 
terms of properties that are near major arteries, sewage and so on.  That's really what, you know, I 
believe we were looking to do with the information that I'm sure you would have in terms of your 
sites in other locations.  I'm sure it's something very similar.   
 
I'm trying to gather as much information as possible so we can level the playing field.  We don't 
want you leaving Suffolk County, obviously, and try to -- you know, keep you here at home.  So I'm 
just trying to get the specific site requirements.  I mean, we can -- there's properties that I know of 
that are 100 acres, 150 acres, there's properties that are 80 acres, there's properties that are 400 
acres, and they're in various locations.  In terms of trying to make the shoe fit, we would just get to 
be more site specific on what the needs are or what your model is. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Again, I have to say that I probably am not the best person to talk to about that, because we really 
technically haven't put a lot of effort into site selection.  We are just starting out in that realm now.  
And our primary efforts have been focused on the Federal recognition and acquisition to be truthful.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Just if I could follow up with one question of my own on Bob's -- some of Bob's thoughts, and I 
recognize again you're operating under a limited mandate, but is it possible for you to confirm that 
you've engaged the {Illage} group to assist you in this effort?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
The {Illage} group, if you're referring to our business partner Gateway Resorts, we have been 
engaged in a partnership since mid 2004. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Thank you.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
For clarification purposes, the {Illage}, {Marion Illage} is in partnership with Mike {Meelnic}, and 
they have formed the Gateway Resorts, LLC Group.  That's who we are in business and partnership 
with. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
And Gateway Resorts, I believe, has already developed casinos in the Michigan area.  And they're 
acting as kind of a development consultant in this effort for you?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I would say yes.  Yeah. 
 



 

MR. DONNELLY: 
All right.  Bob II there, Bob from the Bank of Smithown.   
 
MR. ANRIG: 
As, I think, the only resident of the Town of Southampton on the panel here, I also congratulate you.  
I have had probably a dozen meetings or so with various Tribal Trustee members over the years, 
and it's a process that I'm glad finally concluded successfully for you.   
 
The main question I have, and I think it's probably one of the key ones, is the radius question.  And 
I know that some, call them licenses or gaming licenses are restricted to the Reservation, some 
within a 25 mile radius, some are 75 mile radiuses and some are the statewide compact.  And I 
don't know who actually determines that.  Is that done by the Bureau of Indian Affairs or is that 
done by the State through a specific license?  I don't know if you know that answer or not.   
 
But I think that really -- once that determination is made that would steer most of our activities 
knowing what the -- because that really establishes the ground rules I think.  And -- so that's my 
question.  I don't know who actually makes that determination and if you find that out in June or 
before June or not. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Again, I probably can't answer that for you right now.  But I think where we actually end up at the 
end of the day putting the facility would be based on the State compact; what's negotiated between 
the State and the Tribe.  As to the legality of what you are referring to, I think the terminology is 
actually commutability.  I don't know if that's determined by the Supreme Court, the BIA, the State 
of New York, the Tribe in conjunction with the State.  That's yet to be determined. 
 
MR. ANRIG: 
Thank you.  Phil Brown had mentioned that at a previous meeting.  And I just didn't know what the 
process was; I mean, who actually determined that.  I didn't know if that was by a Federal judge or 
that was by an agreement. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
At this point, we won't know. 
 
 
MR. ANRIG: 
Thank you. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Thanks, Bob.  Mea.   
 
MS. KNAPP: 
Well, I add my congratulations.  It is quite an accomplishment.  I appreciate that you have limited 
ability to speak on this subject, but I was -- I was taken by your comment about Nassau County still 
being within your consideration.  I don't know if you could speak for the Tribe or even just for 
yourself, but could you -- could you describe a facility that you may have seen that you think that 
the Tribe might aspire to emulate?  And I guess I ask that question because there are some facilities 
that are located within what I would call metropolitan areas where there are lots of people within a 
very short distance, there are other facilities that are located on very large tracks of land where 
there are fewer people within a nearby vicinity.  Could you pinpoint right now which one you're 
looking at or which one you would aspire to? 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I would imagine -- we haven't made any determination in that area yet, but I would imagine the 
number of positions and the size of the facility will be based on market studies and the feasibility 
studies, which we haven't concluded yet.  So I'm sorry, I can't answer your question.  You know, 



 

pretty honestly, we need to know what the market will bear.  And we don't want to oversize a 
project so that it actually costs us more to operate with less return.   
 
So until the market studies are finalized and we get a general idea of where it's, first of all, 
welcomed; and secondly, based on compact agreements with State of New York, which has to 
happen, that the State and the Tribe are both in agreement to what location is, then we can 
basically determine what size facility we can put where.  So it's pretty hard to answer any of those 
type of questions at this point. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Right, thanks.  I think I've already mentioned the Suffolk Community College, so here's Lori Taggart, 
the representative from our very fine Community College.   
 
MS. TAGGART: 
Just briefly, Ray did mention the most recent meeting with representatives from our Culinary Arts 
Center.  I just wanted to bring your attention to the broader opportunities that exist as a recognized 
tribe and all the educational funding that will become available and the opportunities beyond 
casino-specific workforce training and our closeness to the reservation and the opportunities that 
we'll be able to explore beyond to assist the tribe members.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I truly appreciate those efforts.  In fact, I look forward to talking to you, because what I'd like to get 
the opportunity to do is identify all areas and levels of skills and abilities that will be required, 
because we currently have I think at least 20 students attending college, and it would nice if they 
could have the direction based on what the Tribe's needs are.  Thank you.  So, I think it's my turn to 
ask questions now, right?   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Two more going down this way, the rest of the task force.  But just to echo Lori's comments and 
maybe to make a comment as well as ask a question is that, you know, in the consideration, the site 
is clearly a driving force and the size and capacity, road access and sewers and so forth.  But I say 
this to the extent that I don't want to be presumptuous, but one of the considerations I would think 
in any project like this would be the ability to support the project with workforce and technology and 
industry around it.  And so to that extent, I would certainly suggest to the Tribe that that is one of 
the great strengths Suffolk County brings to this in terms of the educational institution, the industry 
-- the technology-based industries that can help support a casino and so forth.   
 
I'm going to now turn to my left, which people have been accusing me of doing all my life and ask 
Nick if he has some questions or comments.   
 
MR. ZUBA: 
Thank you very much, Ray.  One again, I echo the sentiments of everyone here, congratulations on 
a long awaited recognition by the Federal Government.  Again, this can be very helpful for you and 
for the Nation.  I think also what's been echoed by everybody here, and I definitely wish to 
acknowledge it, is that this could be a real economic stimulus opportunity for Suffolk County, you 
know, creation of jobs and opportunities for the County itself.   
 
And I think again -- again, the marketing pitch is definitely in order here to entice you to come to 
the County, to actually put some sort of a gaming facility here in Suffolk County.  I think that would 
be great.  I know there was the discussion of a State compact would actually have to come forth 
with this.  Have any negotiations or discussions been started with any State representatives, or is it 
you've just been focused on the Federal recognition at this time?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Primarily, we have been focused on only the Federal recognition piece, but I can tell you that there 
has not been any discussions with the State as of yet as far as a compact negotiation.  It is our hope 



 

that we can possibly begin those discussions as soon as possible and not necessarily waiting until 
the final decision date.   
 
MR. ZUBA: 
Okay.  Thank you.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Commission Isles.   
 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Thank you.  I don't have any questions, but just a comment and an offering from the County 
Planning Department and Suffolk County in general.  We do have extensive information that we 
maintain in the  County Planning Department; for example, when you talk about site examination 
and so forth, we have an extensive electronic computer data base, mapping base and so forth. 
 
So we can provide you, if you wish, with extensive information about properties, about sewer 
capacity and availability.  Anything pretty much you want, electronically, mapping, visual aides and 
so forth that will help you in any sort of analysis you're be doing, we'll be pleased to assist in that 
regard.  We also have extensive data bases and information and professional planners that can 
provide assistance on demographic, economic analysis and so forth, they'll be happy to furnish as 
well. 
 
And just one thing as I'm sitting here today thinking of, you know, our economy here, how 
significant Suffolk County is, our East End population quadruples in size in the summer months, 
we're one of the largest second-home markets in the United States, our economy combined with 
Nassau County is larger than that of the country of Kuwait, for example.  I think there's a lot we can 
offer.  But here again, to give you the information to aid in making your decisions and so forth.  
Whatever access you require for that, certainly we can do that.   
 
And then lastly, working with the Commissioner Michel of the Department of Economic Development 
and Workforce Housing, access to any other departments in the County, either directly through the 
County Executive, obviously the Legislature here today, as well as the Health Department, any other 
department that we can help with, we are here to do that, and we full cooperation and support of 
the County Executive on that as well.  So thank you.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I truly appreciate that, and I will definitely make very good use of it.  Thank you.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Legislator Horsley, you have anything else you want to add or comment on?   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
No.  Ray, I think -- I think one of the things that we should be doing today -- obviously, Karen is -- 
you know, she's looking for us to provide you with locations and possibilities in Suffolk County.  I'm 
not sure we're ready to do that here today.  But this is -- at the end of this meeting, we should start 
to move toward finding a date in which -- that we can show us -- we'll show you what we've got at 
some point.  And, you know, maybe it would be March or February or whatever, have a mutual date 
where we can have -- we would invite the Nation to come or we would go to you and show you what 
is available in Suffolk County.  And so I would hope that we would have some sort of parameters 
before leaving today; what out timeline is and -- internally here as a group so that we can make -- 
put our best foot forward. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Good point, good point.  I know Karen is anxious to ask us some questions as well.  So why don't we 
turn the floor over to her and try and respond as best we can.   
 



 
1

MS. HUNTER: 
Actually, I would just like to share this thought with you.  I was asked to come to this meeting 
today, and I was promised to be given a statement, that all I had to do was read the statement and 
that I wouldn't be asked any questions.  I just want to know that that hasn't been the experience, 
but it's okay.   
 
I really don't have a large set of questions.  I just wanted to encourage you, because I like the idea 
of you putting together a marketing program.  I had kind of hoped that you had done that already 
as far as done some significant studies and some analysis to determine if Suffolk County, first of all, 
still truly does want it in its homeland and also what type of projected revenues you would anticipate 
because that would kind of have some sense to -- to give some light to what size facility we can 
consider in this area as well.   
 
Now, I know when I was here the last time at your very first meeting prior to the establishment of 
the task force, there was a gentleman here that was giving a presentation on the possibilities of 
projections and revenue sharing and so on and so forth.  I don't know if everybody was here for 
that.  And I don't know that his presentation of maybe two or three years ago would be relevant 
today.  But the next time --  hopefully, like you said, in a couple of weeks or a month or so, it would 
be nice to come back together and --  
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
Lay it out. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Yes.  Exactly.  Have you do a presentation to our Tribal leadership on the benefits of doing business 
in Suffolk County. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
I think to the extent when we met with the Tribe leadership and Presiding Officer Lindsay, we 
started -- we would be pleased to sort of do that in a formal way at our next meeting.  A couple of 
questions with respect to studies.  You had mentioned your own feasibility study, marketing and 
feasibility study.  Is that something that you have some dates, timelines for yourself?  Would you be 
prepared to share that with people who would be interested in pursuing the casino with you?  I know 
you said that you got told you weren't going to be asked any questions and now we're asking you 
really tough questions, so I appreciate the position you're in.  But, you know, there is data on all 
sides that would be useful in putting forth the best project. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Well, my hesitation is because if we -- when we do undergo that activity -- as you know,, it's pretty 
costly -- the sites that we would possibly be looking at, we may not be as ready to disclose that 
information, and that's my hesitation.  I don't have the answer for that.  That's not just for 
something -- that's just not something I would personally decide.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
I think my question is more -- or less along the lines of site specific, but more along the lines of 
objectives that you have for the casino in terms of employment numbers or revenue generation, the 
types -- the types of sort of if you will 30,000 foot view background that would enable us to write a 
tailored proposal.   
 
I can appreciate the confidential nature of site-specific proposals, but I'm really thinking more along 
the lines of, you know, sort of my old salesman's training; what is the customer looking for, what 
are your hopes, what are your hopes for the workforce, what are your hopes for the skills that the 
workforce will develop, what are your hopes for revenue generation, where do you see this -- where 
do you see this wanting to go on a sort of a business model way, not necessarily a site-specific way?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
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I would say we probably wouldn't have a problem with that.  I can't speak for the whole team at this 
point, but I don't see why that would be an issue, because those are going to be basic pieces of 
information that would -- are relevant to whatever we do, whatever size we do, whatever amenities 
we look to provide.  So can we just leave that question open for now?   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
That's fine.  I mean, that's really -- because in the two meetings we had prior to this one today and 
prior to you gaining approval, I mean, one of things we had concentrated on or tried to concentrate 
on, recognizing that a site-specific proposal was probably premature, to think about a site-specific 
proposal, not just until you had received recognition really, but until we understood what the 
objectives were, or the kinds of modeling that would go into the kinds of site that would work.   
 
So Commissioner Isles gave a very good presentation at the last meeting about the kinds of -- the 
kinds of infrastructure elements that need to go into looking at this, whether it's road or sewers or 
communications,  whatever the case may be.  That's really where I'm coming from with that.  As I 
said, I can appreciate the confidential nature of any individual sites, but the more data we have 
about what your objectives are, the better I think we can do to tailor -- to tailor a proposal for you.   
 
And I guess to that extent, and again, recognizing that you were told you weren't going to be asked 
any questions, but we've already broken that rule many times over, is it -- is it appropriate for this 
group either through you or in someway to engage the {Illage} Group at the next meeting to 
present to both of you at the same time?   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Well, let me start by saying that any site selection would have a tremendous involvement with the 
State.  The State is more likely to recommend potential sites, just so you know, which brings us 
back to your marketing program and marketing to the State, okay?  And as far as the {Illage} 
Group, I can always ask.  And chances are you'd get representatives of Gateway Resorts Casino.  I 
want to make the distinction, because the {Illage} Group is the {Illage} Group and Gateway is our 
business partner. 
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
I keep referring to them because I know the pizza people and the hockey team and they're all the 
same family, I guess.  But it is indeed the Gateway Group.  That's right.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
Did I answer all your questions?   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Well, I look around to my colleagues.   
 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Just one question I have, and I'm ignorant on this, so I apologize, but when you say "the State," 
who in the State?  Is that the State Governor's Office, is it the Legislature, is there some entity 
that's coordinating this?  I'm just not aware of that, so maybe you can shed light on it. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I'm not going to be able to shed much light, because as you know, we've never done it before.  But I 
do believe it's going to be a negotiation process with the Governor's representatives probably in the 
Economic Development Council.  I am not sure.   
 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Thank you.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
It just seems to me that you asked a question that I left unanswered, and I'm trying to recall what it 
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was.  So I apologize for that.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
We're good.  We're good.  As my colleague Yves says, it's all good.  Bob.   
 
MR. ANRIG: 
I've been discussing this effort with the Tribe perhaps longer than most people.  I've been at it 
probably six or seven years that I've been involved with different Tribal trustee members along the 
way.  And at one point, it had been expressed to me, and this was more than two years ago, that -- 
because I had that same type of sizing question that I really didn't know what we were talking 
about.  We were really trying to develop what the facility would look like.   
 
And it was expressed to me at that time -- and let me qualify that, that this is probably two or three 
years ago -- that the size of the gaming facility that was sort after was about a 65,000 square foot 
gaming facility, that they would want an entertainment facility, that they would look for perhaps a 
300 room hotel on the facility and things like that.  And not to hold you to those numbers at all.   
 
But I think if we had that type of guidance as to what you sought now, that would really help us on 
site selection a lot, because we would then know what the other amenities would be required (sic), 
what the overall size would be and kind of what the goal is, which I think a few of us had expressed.  
So -- and if you want to know where the 65,000 square foot gaming facility came from, that's the 
same size as Ira Rennert's house, which is the largest house in the Town of Southampton.  So that's 
where that -- that's where the size came from.  But I don't say that in jest, I mean, that was an 
honest expression at the time by the then sitting Tribal trustees.  So I just offer that as some 
history.  That's all. 
 
MS. HUNTER: 
The initial plan -- I do believe you're right -- was about 65,000 square feet if I'm not mistaken, and 
that was based on a property that we have in the West Woods area, which is basically vacant. 
 
MR. ANRIG: 
This was a post-West Woods discussion also.   
 
MS. HUNTER: 
I can tell you that I've been at this since 2003, and I can tell you we've had a lot of conversations 
with a lot of ideas and a lot of experts and consultants coming to the table with various 
recommendations, pre-economic crisis, post -- well, we're not at post yet, but.  And I can tell you 
that we have done some marketing and feasibility studies which are regional.  And there's been 
varying recommendations from not making it a destination-type resort to making it a 
destination-type of resort, whether this area can contain a destination resort given the number of 
hotels that already exist here.  Based on -- there's another region where motel/hotel industry 
probably would not do well because that's not the market we will be serving.   
 
But my point is, given all these expert opinions that differ based on different regions and the market 
sustainability, I couldn't even begin to answer -- we haven't gotten to the place where we can try to 
design what size site we're going to need or location or building structures.  Look at Foxwoods 
today, it's not encouraging to build anything that big, I can tell you that right now.  And then look at 
the MGM property that they basically built, it kind of says that, yes, we would like to probably 
acquire something where we can expand in the future if the market supports that.  It's just so vague 
right now.   
 
And I understand the importance of trying to have those concepts in mind in order to look at 
potential sites, but the key thing to any site is the fact that the community surrounding it wants it.  
That's key for us.  And then the other -- what else is key is obviously is potential to generate 
revenue and work opportunities.  So we're just not there yet.  I wish we were further along given 
the fact that I've been at this seven years now.  But we've been through so many political and legal 
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struggles and battles that it kind of takes us off of the hopes and wish aspect of it.  We just want to 
see how far we can get in the process of Federal recognition status.  But as I said, the key thing is 
that I personally would care about the property being expanded if the market supports that.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Karen, thanks very much.  And thanks very much to both of you for coming and sort of having to 
step outside what you thought your mission would be and do it so graciously and give us as much 
insight as you could today.   
 
I think I'm just going to provide a few summary comments here before we propose a next date.  
Clearly, as Karen just said, you're informed by what's happened and what's gone before you.  And 
there's a history of Indian gaming establishments in this country, there's a history of them in the 
northeast region.  And clearly, we want to be informed by that and work hand in glove, if you will, 
with the Tribe to meet what their requirements are. 
 
County Executive Levy at the HIA breakfast on -- the HIA lunch, I'm sorry, on Tuesday I guess it 
was, made an interesting comment, and I can appreciate why Karen has emphasized twice that they 
want to be part of a community that wants them.  Apparently Steve was talking at an event recently 
out in Brookhaven, and somebody came up to him and said, "Mr. County Executive, I don't want any 
economic development now or in the future.  We want nothing to change."  So you do have that sort 
of sense of Not In My Backyard that we know exists here. 
 
With that having been said, we think that we want to try and embrace your mission, your vision and 
your goals for the Tribe as a long time resident of Suffolk County, perhaps the longest resident of 
Suffolk County.  And so we look forward to working with you on that.  I know a lot of the questions 
were maybe very direct, but it's that sort of input and info that we need to really tailor our proposal.  
We have looked at, as I said, the concept of what you would require, whether it's infrastructure 
concept or industry to support the casino in terms of technology or workforce to support the casino, 
both from the Tribe and from the local area.   
 
So with that in mind what I'd like to do is propose our next meeting take place -- for those of you 
that have electronic calendars with you or other types of calendars -- our next meeting take place on 
February 19th, which is a Friday at 10:00 a.m. here at the County Legislature.     
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
And in the meantime, Ray, you're proposing to do a lot of the homework that is clearly laid out to 
us?   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
I think we'd be prepared to present to the Tribe at the next meeting certainly a vision and a -- both 
a vision and some practical elements of why Suffolk County would be the best location for you to 
locate the facility along with the idea of what some of the sites might be without -- without trying to 
drill down on specific sites relative to the kind of detail that would ultimately go into a specific site 
selection, but trying to keep it at a level where I think we're both at.  And as you just said, it's a 
little bit out there at the moment.  We need to -- we need to -- we need to get some of the broader 
concepts laid out to go forward.   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
And one of the things that clearly I think that Karen has said -- and by the way, thank you very 
much, Karen.  And I hope we didn't sound just like this was an inquisition.  You need space.  And 
whether or not space for the present operation, but for the future.  And that has to be part of our 
considerations and thinking.  And I appreciate your candor today, because it gave us -- whether or 
not you realize it, you gave us a lot of hints on where you want to go.  And I think that we're going 
-- we are here to cater to you, because we're selling -- we're selling Suffolk to the Tribe.  That's 
what we want to do. 
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MS. HUNTER: 
I have to tell you that this is a Tribal initiative.  And my communications director just reminded me 
that it is important that we are in partnership with our current partner, but the Tribe solely and 
wholly makes most of the decisions as to where it will go and what it will do.   
 
And also, I want to point out that time is of the essence.  The Tribe is going to continue to move 
forward in whatever direction it needs to go in order to achieve its results.  And ideally, the road 
taken will have little obstacles hopefully.  And I know that prior to coming here today there were 
some concerns regarding Suffolk County's desire for some sense of regulation.  And I may be way 
off base here.  I would probably like to take a look again at your creation documents for the task 
force, but I remember -- but I know that there were some reservations about I guess a resolution 
for creating the task force.  So I'm just hoping that we would get the opportunity to talk again and 
rather quickly so we can see where we can all end up together.   
 
MR. DONNELLY: 
Just, you know, in terms of talking quickly, we're all available here to respond to anything that you 
have.  When you have those questions formatted on the establishment of the task force resolution, 
you could come to Legislator Horsley's office or myself or whatever, we'll make sure we get those 
answered.  So I promise you a prompt response on that.   
 
And again, we do appreciate you taking the time to come here today.  As Legislator Horsley said, 
you've probably informed us more than you know relative to where we were before this meeting 
started and what we can now do to convince you that your ancestral home is indeed the best home 
for the future for you as well.  So thanks again for coming.  If anybody has any other comments or 
questions before we close -- I don't have a gavel, so I will metaphorically gavel the meeting to a 
close.  Thanks again for coming.  
 
 
 
 

 
(*THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:42 A.M.*) 
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