
 

 
 
 

Suffolk County Fire, Rescue & Emergency Services Commission 
PO Box 127 – Yaphank, NY 11980 

(631) 852-4851 
 

 
MINUTES OF 

 NOVEMBER 28, 2012 MEETING  
 
 
Chairman Egan opened the meeting at 8:05 p.m., followed by the Salute to the Flag and a 
moment of silence for sick and departed members:   
 
Acceptance of Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the meeting were accepted by a motion from J. Bancroft and seconded by N. 
Luparella.  The motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:  T. Portoghese 
  

No correspondence received since last meeting. 
No correspondence sent since last meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:   
 
The opening balance was $3955.78.  With no activity, the closing balance was $3955.78. 
Motion made and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All in favor and no one opposing, 
the motion was carried. 
 
Report of Officers:  J. Egan / A. LaFerrera 
 
The biggest thing we have is the storm.  There have been discussions referencing response 
efforts of Suffolk County departments into Nassau.  There was a lot of confusion, aid was 
stopped and then realized it was a mistake to stop and it began again.  We had Mastic Beach 
area, Copiague and Lindenhurst that were hit hard but the south shore of Nassau County was 
devastated.  We’ve been handling Long Beach and Island Park – they lost everything.  We need 
to communicate better with Nassau and come up with a long range plan.  It’s a good thing that 
we are there.  It will most probably be extended past December 9th.  East end of Long Beach is 
a “ghost town”.  South end is a lot of high rises and it is all empty.  A lot of members are just 
looking for shelter for their families and many are going out of state.  There were 165 calls in 
Oceanside in 10 days.  They have a huge amount every day. 
 
Commissioners Report:   J. Williams  

 A follow up to what was already mentioned with the storm – some parts of Suffolk 
County were hit hard; the Governor and President said that this storm was bigger and 
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affected more people than Katrina.  I was getting requests from Breezy Point and other 
areas and at the same time we have 40 fires going on here.   

 We have about 100 extra people in this office every day.  Fire Island is totally destroyed.  
265 homes were destroyed.  Fire Departments stayed as long as they could – they were 
tying themselves to telephone poles so as not to get washed away.  We had tremendous 
response from SEMO and FEMA.  Big problem is removal debris.  When I went to Fire 
Island, I saw homes where sand filled up houses to second floor.  Estimated 35 M to 
clean up Fire Island, which does not include beach erosion.  Many homes were built on 
dunes and they can’t rebuild.  246 homes have to be demolished.  75% have to sign off 
on those that have to be demoed before Army Corps of Engineers can came in.  

 I need to commend people here at FRES who worked hundreds of hours in a three-week 
period.   

 We have over 8000 people homeless in Suffolk County.  We still have people in shelters.  
I went to Wellwood Ave. and saw people lined up waiting to pick up clothes from a pile.  
We distributed 1 M “heater” meals to people.  We will recover and eventually get through 
this.  Fire Island is looking at hard times.   

 We have a STEP program with FEMA – trying to get electricity back into homes so 
people can move back in.  It’s the storm that we thought would never ever happen.  It 
will be a long-term recovery process.   

 Regarding mutual aid for Nassau County – those departments don’t have anybody.  We 
are trying to arrange a meeting with them.  We’ve had good cooperation with FEMA.  

 Budget – the County realizes that they have to pay the bills for the tremendous amount 
of purchasing we had to do – but it is reimbursable.   

 We’ve been lucky in that we did hire some dispatchers.  Coming on board December 24, 
2012. 

 We’ve taken a hard look at our DFC program and realized that there are some problems 
with the program.  There will be some changes in order to make it more efficient. 

 
Has anyone discussed military firefighters?  JW – don’t know what they are going to do.  They 
need to come up with a long term plan.  OFPC backed off.  We will sit down soon and try to 
come up with a plan. 
 
Egan – we are getting burned out too (with the mutual aid to NC).   
JW if your dept does go in, take 800 radios and please make sure you bring them back.  
 
Egan - We did put USAR out there and they did a tremendous job. 
 
Fire Marshal’s Report:  E. Springer 

 Don Lynch has 1 more week of training in Virginia with the new Accelerant Detection 
canine.   

 USAR training in West Virginia was cancelled due to the storm.  They were deployed 
during Hurricane Sandy and did a great job and accomplished quite a bit. 

 We set up the BlueMed tent near infirmary and it is still up as we are servicing all 
equipment that goes along with it. 

 We received $51,000 for a 2013 Haz Mat grant.  Most of it will go for equipment on 
trailers.  We started conducting regional haz mat meetings in September because that’s 
what the State is looking for (regional meetings).  We will concentrate o required yearly 
training and work on equipment needs. 

 Canine memorial is in process of being redone. 
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Fire Academy:  D. Stockinger 
 No damage to the Fire Academy due to Hurricane Sandy.  We came out in good shape.  

We had to cancel many classes due to the storm and because the Academy became 
housing for out of town help.   We have rescheduled most of what was missed. 

 Schedule for field assignments are being worked on.   
 Firehouse scheduling is being worked on too and should be done before end of the year.   
 Core classes are going to be done at regionally training sites (by townships).  We should 

be able to deliver the same amount of training with a bit less money. 
 Capital program money has been approved for infrastructure improvement. 
 USAR Team was activated for Super-storm Sandy.  The guys worked very well together.  

Looking to April 2013 for training in West Virginia. 
 
SCPD – Special Patrol Bureau:  J. Rowan 
 
Some of pads are in too much of a state of disrepair to use.  One ship will be down for about a 
week.  Another will be out for a month for service.  Blosser wanted me to thank FRES and 
Commissioner for generator for Special Patrol.   
 
EMS:  Absent 
 
Budget Committee:   Absent, but called and said no report. 
 
Arson Task Force:  J. Egan 
 
Nothing. 
 
Combined Radio Committee:  N. Reilly, Jr. 

 Next meeting is January 9th, as we had to cancel other one due to the hurricane.   
 We congratulate Greg as ESD III. 
 Radios stood up well and dispatchers put in a superhuman effort. 
 We had people from the TERT program (Telecommunications Response Team).  They 

are telecommunicators that are trained to a national standard and they helped during the 
hurricane.  They did mostly ancillary duties.  It was very successful.   

 As storm came in and immediately after we were inundated with requests for 800 radios.  
We had to stop giving out our cache.  There is no infrastructure to support the fire 
service.  We have to build it and it will be long term and expensive. 

 
Buildings & Grounds:  Absent 
 
Legislation & Standards:   Absent 
 
Codes & Prevention:  V. Bologna 
 
All is well. 
 
EMS & REMSCO:  A. LaFerrera 
 
Secretary / Treasurer stayed the same. 
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Burn Center:  F. Thornhill 
 
Please go back to your organizations and agencies and ask the Treasurer if they donated to 
Dollar a Member Campaign. 
 
Recruitment & Retention:  R. Murphy 

 We had a meeting scheduled but had to be cancel due to the storm.   
 93.3% of census has been returned. 
 All of our recruitment activities are proving to be successful. 
 Right now we are in the middle of trying to do renewals for spring semester for students. 

 
Old Business: 
 
N. Reilly – last couple of meetings have been low on attendance.  Primary should notify 
alternate if they can’t make the meeting. 
R. Murphy – have we ever discussed going over to bimonthly or quarterly meetings?  Response 
by J. Egan:  charter requires monthly meetings.  R. Murphy mentioned that he reviewed the 
charter and it doesn’t mention frequency of meetings. 
 
New Business: 

 Discussion:  If representative cannot make a meeting, it is up to them to notify Chairman, 
Vice Chair or Recording Secretary by email or phone.  If they don’t contact us, they will 
not be excused.  They are doing a disservice to their organization and this organization 
by not attending. 

 There was overwhelming sadness and support when we received notice of the death of 
active 2nd Assistant Chief Brandon of Eaton’s Neck Fire Department. 

 IMAT gives such great help to a large-scale event and it is so important to use them. 
 
D. Carrigan - FDs during storm did a tremendous job and as far as I know there were only 3 
pictures of fire departments doing anything.  We did a lot of work and people need to know. 
 
Egan - SC Chiefs postponed meeting and brunch.  Meeting is 11th in Brentwood and brunch is 
13th at Majestic Gardens.  I will give Mr. Bellone a lot of credit that he was here so much and 
wasn’t a media mogul and he stood behind the fire service. 
 
Nomination of Officers:  Chairman – nominate Jay Egan, motion by C. Bancroft and seconded 
by N. Luparella.  Vice Chair – nominate A. LaFerrera, motioned by V. Bologna and seconded by 
N. Luparella.  Treasurer – nominate Chip Bancroft, motioned J. Egan and seconded by R. 
Murphy.  All nominations will remain open until the January meeting. 
 
We’ve talked in the past about motions for a letter:  you have to draft a copy if you motion for a 
letter and send to Terry via email or handwritten copy.  It will make things much easier 
especially in these extremely busy times. 
 
Public Comment: 
There is an opening in the Legislature as Ed Romaine is now supervisor of Brookhaven. 
 
JW - County has appointed a PIO.  Medias biggest complaint is that they don’t get any response 
from Fire Departments.  I will not speak for an individual Fire Department; they really need to 
talk to the media.  Some Deputy Fire Coordinators are PIOs and they take pictures and sell 
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them.  There will be no PIO coordinators in Suffolk County after January 1, 2013.  The Chief has 
to talk to the media. 
Comment:  F. Thornhill – they misquoted me and I stopped talking to media. 
 
 
A motion was made to adjourn meeting by V. Bologna and seconded by J. McDonough.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:20p.m. 
 
 
Members Present Members Excused Staff Present Guests Present 

A. LaFerrera D. Silverman J. Williams Lt. John Rowan 
A.  Bloom  E. Springer A. Sullo 
V. Bologna  R. Stockinger R. Knight 
R. Murphy  G. Miniutti  
N. Luparella  T. Portoghese  
J. Bancroft    
D. Carrigan    
N. Reilly    
F. Thornhill    
J. Egan    
B. Prosek    
Alternates Present Alternates Present   

J. McDonough – Huntington Town Fire Chiefs   
   

 
 
 

NEXT MEETING Wednesday, January 23, 2012  
 TIME 8:00 pm 

LOCATION SC Dept. FRES Library, Yaphank 
REFRESHMENTS T. Crafts and R. Vella 

 
 


