
 

 
 
 

Suffolk County Fire, Rescue & Emergency Services Commission 
PO Box 127 – Yaphank, NY 11980 

(631) 852-4851 
 

 
DRAFT 

MINUTES OF 
 DECEMBER 1, 2010 MEETING  
 
 
Chairman LaFerrera opened the meeting at 8:04 p.m., followed by the Salute to the Flag and a 
moment of silence for sick and departed members: Ex-Chief Roland P. Menella, Sr., Bay Shore 
Fire Department. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the October meeting were accepted by a motion from R. Keller and seconded by 
C. Del Vecchio.  The motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:  T. Portoghese 
  

Correspondence received since last meeting: 
 Memo from the Office of the County Executive regarding county and college 

employee mileage reimbursement:  The reimbursement rate has been increased 
from $.50 cents to $.51 cents per mile for the use of personal vehicles to conduct 
County business. 

 Memo from Bob Delagi on Bed Bugs and EMS Response 
 Memo from Bob Delagi on Extreme Temperatures and Medication / Fluid 

Maintenance 
 A Note of Acknowledgement and Appreciation from the Commissioner’s family 

regarding his father. 
 

No correspondence sent since last meeting: 
 
List of courses offered are on the last page of these minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  C. Del Vecchio 
 
The opening balance was $4291.33.  The closing balance was $4170.33.   Motion made and 
seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report.  All in favor and no one opposing, the motion was 
carried. 
 
Report of Officers:  A. LaFerrera / J. Egan 
 
LaFerrera:  Nothing to report. 
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Egan:  Nothing to report. 
 
Commissioner’s Report:   J. Williams 

 Happy Holidays to all. 
 We hired a Volunteer Programs Coordinator, Ryan Murphy, affiliated with Patchogue 

FD; he is very active with FASNY 
 Fire reporting 2009 update:  we are at 87%, which is an increase. 
 We are in the process of hiring a Resource Manager – it’s a grant funded, part-time 

position 
 We did fairly well with the budget; got most of what we wanted.  Biggest problem we 

have now is that we cannot hire anyone to replace those who retired 
 Dispatchers are in the Back-Up Center in Coram now.  We are doing very well; a little 

more background noise than usual.  We are about a week ahead of schedule with the 
renovation of the new radio room. 

 
Deputy Commissioner’s Report:  Absent 
 
Fire Marshal’s Report:  E. Springer 
 

 Juvenile Firesetter Program:  Don Lynch will be running the program.  We will be going 
out for a program coordinator and counselors 

 Servicing fixed and portable fire extinguishing systems (FELB):  There has been a lot of 
activity with those who are defrauding the public.  Several arrests have been made. 

 Christmas Tree Burn is December 7 at 11:00 am 
 We had a drill at Gershow that was very successful 
 Tech Rescue and USAR teams have received a grant from NYS DHSES. 

 
Fire Academy:  D. Stockinger 
 

 The drill at Gershow was 3 days long.  We were trying people out in different positions 
and it was a success 

 The grant that we received (see Fire Marshal’s Report above) will be used for:  training; 
purchasing supplies and personnel 

 We are planning a drill on Fire Island, perhaps in early May or late October.  We are 
going to try to stay there overnight 

 We finished our burn season at the Fire Academy last night.  Last day of operation is 
Dec. 6 

 All draining issues are temporarily resolved.  We have a meeting scheduled for a 
permanent plan 

 Field lottery:  field assignment will be going out next week 
 VEEB invterviewed 4 people for vacant position.  Person chosen is going through 

legislative process 
 Taxpayer and 2 flashover props are finished; there has been nothing but positive 

feedback 
 Field lighting issues are resolved. 
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SCPD – Special Patrol Bureau:  Capt. J. Blosser 
 
Things are going well by us.  Chief White had only positive comments about the drill.  Helicopter 
that was serviced is back in operation. 
 
EMS:  M. Masterton 
 
Electronic PCRs:  where are we?  We are adding 2 or 3 more agencies.  It’s a cultural thing – 
younger people are more on board than those who are older as they prefer the paper reports.   
Any questions, check with Karl Klug.  
 
Budget Committee:   Absent 
 
Arson Task Force:  R. Keller 
 
Next meeting is January 12th. 
 
Combined Radio Committee:  N. Reilly, Jr. 
 
We had to cancel the November meeting due to the radio room move.  January 12th is the next 
meeting.  We are still fine tuning bugs due to the move.    
 
Buildings & Grounds:  Absent 
 
Legislation & Standards:  Absent 
 
Ed is at a Law and Legislation meeting but forwarded this report:  The 2010 bills in Albany will 
have to be issued new numbers for 2011.  The fire districts, fire chiefs, FASNY, fire 
coordinators, EMS, fire police and fire investigators are all on board with the United Concern 
bills for 2011. 
 
D. Carrigan gave out locations of red light cameras. 
911 medics who passed – children are given additional points on civil service tests. 
 
Codes & Prevention:  J. McLoughlin 
 
No report. 
 
EMS & REMSCO:  A. LaFerrera 
 
LaFerrera – nothing from REMSCO 
 
Burn Center:  F. Thornhill 
 

 Clean rooms are far enough along that we are buying equipment to put in them.  Army is 
doing testing on burn “repair” in the field.   

 Center has been full and very busy.   
 Clinic is now open 2 days a week for rehab and minor burns.   
 Money was spent on burn garments for a burned child whose family had no insurance or 

money. 
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 New administrator wants to build a new ICU and wants it located behind the burn center. 
 Website for burn center is getting close to going on line. 
 Looking for membership as trustees – third Monday of the month are the meetings. 

 
Recruitment & Retention:  Absent 
 
Old Business: 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
New Business: 
 
 Nominations: 

For Chairman:  C. Del Vecchio nominated T. LaFerrera, J. Carney seconded.  
There were no other nominations. 
For Vice Chairman:  J. Carney nominated J. Egan; C. Del Vecchio seconded.  
There were no other nominations 
For Treasurer:  R. Keller nominated C. Del Vecchio, F. Thornhill seconded.  
There were no other nominations. 

Any nominations for Corresponding Secretary?  Please keep this position in mind. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Nothing. 
 
J. Carney motioned that all those absent from last meeting be excused.  R. Keller seconded.  All 
in favor; motion carried. 
 
A motion by C. DelVecchio to send 4 people to FRES’ Christmas party; R. Keller seconded. 
 
 
A motion was made to adjourn meeting by C. Del Vecchio and seconded by R. Keller.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
Members Present Members Excused Staff Present Guests Present 

A. LaFerrera E. Tully J. Williams Capt. J. Blosser 
C. Del Vecchio D. Silverman E. Springer M. Masterton 
R. Keller V. Bologna * R. Stockinger  
D. Carrigan S. Thebold J. Nirenberg  
P. Garypie K. Capon T. Portoghese  
N. Reilly C. Zitek   
F. Thornhill C. Bancroft   
J. Egan R. Vella   
J. Carney R. Sorrentino+   
    
Alternates Present    

J. McLoughlin – Fire Marshals Assoc of SC*   
J. McDonough – Huntington Town FCC+   
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NEXT MEETING Wednesday, January 26, 2011  
 TIME 8:00 pm 

LOCATION SC Dept. FRES Library, Yaphank 
REFRESHMENTS J. Carney and A. LaFerrera 

 
 
 

LIST OF COURSES OFFERED 
 
Course Location Dates Days / Time 

EMT Basic Original Wading River FD 1/19-6/16/11 Weds 7p-10p & Suns 9a-1p 
EMT Basic Original Hampton Bays Ambulance 2/2-6/16/11 Weds 6:30-9:30p & Sats 8a-3p 
EMT Basic Original Southold FD 3/1-6/16/11 M,T&W 7-10/11pm 
EMT Paramedic Refr SC EMS Academy 3/3-5/19/11 Tues & Thurs 7p – 11p 
EMT Basic Refresher Huntington Community FAS 3/9-5/19/11 Mons & Weds 7p – 10p 
EMT Basic Refresher West Islip Fire Department 3/31-6/16/11 Tues & Thurs 7p – 10p 

 


