
Suffolk	County	Disabilties	Advisory	Board	
									October	30,	2013	Meeting	Minutes																																			Approved	

	
	

A	meeting	of	the	Suffolk	County	Disabilities	Advisory	Board	was	held	on	October	30,	2013	in	the	
Conference	Room	of	Building	158,	North	County	Complex,	Hauppauge	at	2:10	pm,	Chairperson	
Roy	Probeyahn	presided.		
	 	
PRESENT:	
	
GROUP	A	
Frank	Krotschinsky,	Esq.	 	 				Representing	County	Executive	Steven	Bellone	
Marjorie	E.	Acevedo	 	 				Representing	Presiding	Officer’s	Horsley’s	Office	
Linda	O’Donohoe	 S.	C.	Department	of	Social	Services	
Chris	Chatterton	 Representing	SCDPW	Transportation	Division	
Vinny	Cassidy	 	 	 	 	 S.C.	Department	of	Labor	
	
GROUP	B	
Joseph	Delgado		 	 	 	 Member	
Michelle	Santantonio	 	 	 	 Member	
Kleo	King,	Esq.	 	 Member	
	
GROUP	C	
Teresa	Strum	 	 	 	 															Member	
Carolyn	Schick		 	 	 	 Member	
	 	
GROUP	D	
Roy	Probeyahn		 	 	 	 Member,	Chairperson	
Douglas	King	 	 	 	 															Member	
Beverly	Cody	 	 	 	 	 Member	
Garrett	Hulett	 	 	 	 															Member	
Glenn	Campbell,	Esq	 	 Member	
Clifford	Hymowitz	 								Member	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	
GUESTS:			Robin	Mayr,	Erin	King,	Brenda	DeJong	
	
STAFF:			Heidi	Zeitler,	Principal	Clerk,	Suffolk	County	Office	for	People	with	Disabilities	
	
EXCUSED:  Barbara	LoMoriello,	Rep.,	Legislator	William	Mike	Stoltz,	Diane	Gaines,	Joani	Madarash,	
Sandy	Silver,	Albert	Rizzi,	Mitch	Shapiro	
	 	
APPROVAL	OF	MINUTES	OF	SEPTEMBER	25,	2013:	 	 	 Roy	 asked	 if	 there	were	 any	 changes	 to	 be	
made	to	the	minutes	as	distributed.		There	were	none,	Doug	made	a	motion	to	accept	the	minutes	as	
distributed	and	Marjorie	seconded	the	motion.				All	were	in	favor	and	the	motion	carried.			
	
CORRESPONDENCE:			None											
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CORRESPONDENCE:	 Roy	 mentioned	 the	 letter	 in	 the	 handouts	 which	 was	 written	 to	 Governor	
Cuomo	opposing	the	closure	of	Sagamore	Children’s	Psychiatric	Center.		
Cliff	 suggested	we	send	a	copy	of	 the	 letter	 to	a	State	board	called,	 the	 “Most	 Integrated	Settings	
Committee”	and	also	send	a	copy	to	Robert	Briglio,	Nassau/Suffolk	Law	Services.		Cliff	said	he	will	
get	us	their	contact	information.	
	
CHAIRPERSON’S	 REPORT:    Roy	 reported	 that	 their	 Annual	 Family	 Support	 Services	 Advisory	
Council	 Legislative	 Breakfast	was	 attended	 by	 over	 600	 people,	 the	 largest	 amount	 ever.	 	 There	
were	 36	 elected	 representatives	 on	 hand	 from	 the	 County,	 State	 and	 Federal	 government.		
Entertainment	was	provided	by	Creative	Arts	Program	(CAP),	from	East	End	Disabilities	Associates	
and	Roy’s	son	Glenn	was	one	of	 the	performers.	 	 	Roy	gave	 the	keynote	speech	on	Advocacy	and	
they	also	honored	State	Assemblyman	Harvey	Weisenberg.	
	
Roy	also	reported	that	OPWDD’s	“Front	Door”	initiative	is	a	work	in	progress,	so	right	now	they	are	
focusing	on	people	who	are	not	receiving	services	at	all.		This	is	single	point	access	for	people	with	
developmental	 disabilities	 that	 prioritizes	 individual	 choices,	 needs,	 and	 desires	 in	 making	
decisions.	
Architectural	Barriers	‐	Lew	was	excused.				
Community	Partnership	‐	Frank	had	nothing	new	to	report.	
Education  ‐  Teresa	 reported	 that	 the	 Universal	 testing	 (PARC)	 will	 not	 be	 implemented	 in	 the	
2014/2015	school	year.	
Carolyn	spoke	about	Commissioner	King,	Common	Core	and	gray	areas	for	testing.		This	is	when	a	
child	 is	 tested	on	 their	performance/academic	 level.	 	 If	 a	 child	 is	 functioning	2	or	3	 levels	below	
their	grade	level	they	would	be	allowed	to	be	tested	on	their	academic	level	of	that	current	year,	not	
of	the	grade	they	are	in. 
	
508	ADA	Compliance	Committee – Albert	was	excused.		Roy	spoke	about	IR	1300	and	said	the	
next	step	is	for	the	County	IT	Dept.	to	make	sample	web	pages	available	to	the	committee.		Frank	
said	he	spoke	to	Commissioner	Rodgers	this	morning	and	they	will	be	purchasing	additional	
software.		IT	Dept.	said	they	should	have	the	first	part	available	for	review	in	about	a	month.	
	
Housing	–	Michelle	reported	that	on	Friday,	October	25th	they	were	at	the	Long	Island	Coalition	for	
the	Homeless	where	they	held	their	workshop	called,	“Stop	Breaking	the	Law”	and	about	20	people	
participated.			The	goal	was	to	introduce	to	people	the	idea	that	they	have	obligations	under	federal	
law,	title	six	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	1964	as	well	as	the	ADA	Act,	section	508	related	to	the	ability	to	
communicate.	 If	 you’re	 a	 federal	 grantee	 or	 sub	 grantee	 than	 there	 are	 supposed	 to	 be	means	 to	
communicate	with	 the	public	beyond	the	English	 language.	 	For	people	with	disabilities,	cognitive,	
learning,	vision,	hearing	impairment	etc.	or	people	that	speak	a	language	other	than	English.	
	
There’s	 an	 ongoing	 effort	 for	 promoting	 change	 to	 the	 Suffolk	 County’s	 Local	Human	Rights	 Law.		
One	 of	 their	 goals	 is	 to	 help	 amend	 both	 local,	 county	 and	 hopefully	 one	 day	 on	 a	 state	 level	 to	
include	prohibitions	about	source	of	income	discrimination.	
	
A	 large	 effort	 has	been	made	on	 the	part	 of	 LI	Housing	 Services	 to	 try	 and	 approach	 some	of	 the	
shelters.	 	They	are	 trying	 to	work	with	 them	 to	provide	 fair	housing	 training	 for	 staff	 and	shelter	
residents	and	advise	them	of	their	rights.	



SCDAB				
October	30,	2013	
Page	3	
	
L.I.	 Housing	was	 also	 invited	 to	 participate	 in	 a	 Fair	 Housing	 Equity	 Assessment	 Initiative	 of	 the	
consortium	that	had	gotten	some	federal	money	through	the	sustainable	communities	grant	funding	
stream.	 	 They	were	 asked	 to	 take	part	 in	 developing	 a	 plan	 for	 the	 region,	 including	 Connecticut,	
New	York	and	parts	of	New	Jersey.			
	
There	is	a	scheduled	workshop	that’s	going	to	be	held	at	the	“Make	the	Road	New	York”	organization	
on	November	20th,	2013	from	6:00	p.m.	‐8:30	p.m.	in	Brentwood.	
	
Beverly	mentioned	that	nothing	has	been	resolved	and	things	are	still	moving	at	a	snail’s	pace	at	the	
Windbrook/Fairfield	Properties	where	she	resides.			
	
Legislation	–	Vacant.		Frank	said	Able	Newspaper’s	November	edition	has	an	interesting	column	
from	the	Assembly	Task	Force	on	Disabilities	regarding	pending	legislation.		The	issues	are	similar	
to	what	we	deal	with	here,	such	as	voting	access,	emergency	preparedness	etc.		Angela	from	Able	
Newspaper	asked	Frank	to	get	the	word	out	that	Able	News	is	now	available	online	and	free	at	
AbleNews.com.		
	
Roy	mentioned	an	article	in	today’s	Newsday	regarding	more	cuts	to	SNAP.		There	has	already	been	
a	5%	cut	to	people	on	SNAP	(food	stamps).	
	
Transportation:			Valerie	had	to	leave	early.			Kleo	reported	that	in	November	the	first	meeting	of	
the	Access	Board	Rail	Committee	will	begin	addressing	rail	issues.		The	Access	Board	extended	the	
comments	for	passenger	vessels	until	January	2014.	
	
Robin	just	wanted	to	share	with	everyone	that	she	just	recently	used	the	audible	stop	lights	for	the	
first	time	ever	and	was	so	excited	that	it	worked	so	well.		It	was	the	crosswalk	on	Main	St.	in	
Smithtown.		Robin	feels	we	need	to	push	for	more	of	them	so	other	people	with	disabilities	can	live	
a	more	independent	life.	
	
Joe	Delgado	said	that	having	more	audible	stop	lights	at	crosswalks	is	one	of	SILO’S	goals	for	the	
year.		Joe	said	if	you	know	anyone	that	lives	in	an	area	and	has	low	vision/and	or	blind	and	needs	
an	audible	light,	give	SILO	a	call	and	they	will	follow‐up.	
	
Employment	–	Vinny	reported	that	some	of	their	workshops	were	temporarily	suspended	because	
of	the	government	shut	down	but	everything	went	back	to	normal	this	week.			

COUNTY	DEPARTMENTS:		
Suffolk	 County	 Office	 for	 People	 with	 Disabilities	 ‐	 Frank	 reported	 that	 he	 had	 a	 couple	 of	
speaking	engagements.		One	was	for	a	stroke	support	group	at	St.	Charles	Hospital	and	another	was	
held	in	Southampton	where	Frank	spoke	about	SCAT.			Frank	also	reported	that	our	office	was	asked	
to	join	a	new	advisory	board	called	Age	Friendly	Communities.			
	
S.C.D.P.W./Division	Transportation	–	Chris	reported	that	transportation	is	looking	for	input	from	
our	Advisory	Board	to	get	the	word	out	about	the	Sunday	SCAT	program	beginning	on	January	1st,	
2014.		Ten	routes	will	begin	operating	with	Sunday	service	and	they	plan	on	announcing	this	on	the	
SCAT	reservation	line,	website	and	also	with	mailings.	
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They	will	also	make	sure	the	information	will	be	mailed	in	alternative	formats	for	those	people	who	
have	 requested	 it	 that	 way.	 	 	 Cliff	 suggested	 making	 ¾	 mile	 corridor	 maps	 and	 making	 them	
available	online	for	consumers.	
Roy	also	suggested	that	since	the	S.C.	IT	Dept.	is	upgrading	websites,	this	might	be	the	perfect	time	to	
get	 a	more	 detailed	map	 online	 so	 consumers	 know	whether	 or	 not	 they	 are	within	 the	¾”	mile	
radius.	
	
Roy	also	asked	Chris	to	please	bring	SCAT	transportation	stats	to	every	meeting.		He	asked	Chris	to	
please	email	Heidi	the	stats	and	Heidi	will	email	them	to	everyone	on	the	board	before	each	meeting.	
The	following	are	the	Stats	for	August	2013.	
	
Requested	Trips	 Trips	Approved	 Denied	 	
54,272		 	 53,106		 	 712	(1.3%)	
Late	Cancel	 	 Advance	Cancel	 Passenger	No‐Shows	 	 Cancel	at	the	Door	
1,353	 	 	 9,735	 	 	 1,211	 	 	 	 409	
	
40,	807	SCAT	trips	were	provided	in	August.	
	
Chris	 said	 since	 they	 implemented	 the	 no‐show	 policy	 in	 August	 2012,	 they	 have	 seen	 16.3%	
decrease	in	no‐shows	and	a	27.6%	decrease	in	late	cancels	compared	to	the	year	before.	
	
Cliff	 feels	 unless	 transportation	 does	 a	 GANT	 test,	 transportation	will	 continue	 to	 have	 problems	
with	no‐shows,	etc.	
S.C.	Parks	‐	Terry	was	excused.	
S.C.	Department	of	Social	Services	‐	Linda	had	nothing	new	to	report.	
S.C.	 Dept.	 of	 Health/Division	 of	 Children	 with	 Special	 Health	 Care	 Needs  ‐  Barbara	 was	
excused.	
S.C.	Human	Rights	Commission	–	James	was	excused.	
S.C.	Community	Development	‐	Vacant.	
SILO	‐	Joe	reported	that	SILO	is	having	a	Country	Barn	Dance	fund	raiser	on	Saturday,	November	9,	
2013	 from	 7:00pm–10pm.	 	 Six	 Gun	 will	 be	 performing	 and	 they	 will	 have	 country	 line	 dance	
instruction	as	well.	
Acces‐VR	–	Sandy	was	excused.	
Suffolk	County	Rehabilitation	Council	‐	Joani	was	excused.	
Old	Business	‐	None	
New	Business	–	Doug	reported	that	he	and	a	couple	of	other	people	are	in	the	process	of	starting	
their	own	501C3	(non‐profit).		On	November	21st,	from	6pm‐9pm	they	are	having	an	event	called	“3	
Dog	Night”,	 it’s	a	 free	concert	 to	benefit	Long	Islanders	 in	need	of	Service	Dogs.	 	Doug	handed	out	
flyers.	
	
Roy	said	the	Task	Force	on	Aging	Out	will	be	having	their	next	meeting	on	November	20th	at	1:30pm	
at	their	Regional	office	on	Oser	Ave.	
	
Roy	announced	that	he	was	recently	appointed	to	the	Community	Board	of	Suffolk	County.	
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Marjorie	announced	the	Wayne	Horsley	is	the	new	Presiding	Office	of	the	Legislature	up	until	
December	31st.			
	
Marjorie	said	there	is	a	new	piece	of	legislation	being	laid	on	the	table	for	approval	to	make	Acting	
Commissioner	O’Neil	the	actual	Commissioner.	
	
Cliff	said	that	Suffolk	County	pays	a	utility	of	26	million	a	year	to	the	MTA	for	station	maintenance.		
We	get	state	operating	assistance	of	19	million	and	we	pay	out	26	million	to	the	MTA.			Cliff	said	
they	can’t	change	it	because	it’s	a	public	utility	so	they	can’t	change	it	to	a	subsidy	to	MTA	for	the	
Long	Island	railroad.		Legislation	says	it’s	a	public	utility	for	station	maintenance.		Why	are	we	
paying	out	more	than	we	are	getting.		Cliff	has	brought	this	up	so	many	times	at	so	many	hearings	
and	nothing	is	ever	changed.		He	has	been	in	touch	Leg.	Schneiderman’s	office	and	members	of	
Assembly	and	Senate.	
		
ADJOURNMENT:						Doug	made	a	motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	and	Garrett	seconded	the	motion.		
The	motion	carried	and	the	meeting	adjourned	at	3:25	p.m.			The	next	meeting	will	be	held	on	
December	4,	2013	at	2:00	p.m.	in	the	Conference	room,	Building	158,	Veterans	Memorial	
Highway,	Hauppauge.		 	
	
	 	

Respectfully	submitted,	
	
Heidi	Zeitler		
	

 

 

 

 


