
Suffolk County Disabilities Advisory Board Revised & Approved

October 29, 2008 Meeting Minutes

A meeting of the Suffolk County Disabilities Advisory Board was held on October 29, 2008 in the Conference
Room of Building 158, North County Complex, Hauppauge at 2:15 pm, Chairwoman Beverly Cody presided.

PRESENT:

GROUP A
Bruce G. Blower Representing County Executive Steve Levy
Jack Caffey Representing Legislature Presiding Officer William Lindsay
Barbara Falkman S.C. Department of Health/Division of Services for Children

With Special Health Care Needs
Terry Maccarrone S.C. Department of Parks
Cheryl Mchunguzi S.C. Department of Human Rights
John Murray S.C. Department of Public Works/Transportation Division

GROUP B
Beverly Cody Member, Secretary & Acting Chair
Debbie Epple Member, S.C. Department of Civil Service/Public Info.

GROUP C
Teresa Strum Member, Western Suffolk BOCES

GROUP D
Roy Probeyahn Member
Glenn Campbell, Esq. Member
Mitchell Shapiro Member

Guest: Kathleen Madigan, Co-Executive of SILO
Douglas King, Erin King and Andre’ Donegan

STAFF: Heidi Zeitler, Clerk Typist, Suffolk County Office of Handicapped Services

EXCUSED: Linda O’Donohoe, Alice Young/Donna Passin, Judy Record, Joseph Sanseverino, Legislator Kate
M. Browning, Chair, Tedd Godek, Kleo King, Ingo Gloeckner, Frank Krotschinsky, Jim Sorrentino, Valerie
Lewis

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF September 24, 2008
Beverly asked if there were any changes to be made to the minutes as distributed. Roy said on page 4, under
New Business, the second paragraph should read, “The Suffolk County MRDD committee.” Jack motioned to
approve the minutes as changed and Glenn, seconded it. All were in favor and the corrected minutes were
unanimously approved.

Glenn introduced Kathleen Madigan, who is Co-Executive of SILO along with Glenn Campbell, after Ed Ahern
resigned as SILO’s Executive Director. Bruce explained the process of how Kathleen can become a board
member. Kathleen will be forwarding her resume to Bruce for consideration to be nominated to SCDAB. Ed
Ahern who was Director of SILO resigned. Bruce said so far, Ed Ahern has not resigned from SCDAB.
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CORRESPONDENCE: Bruce mentioned Town of Huntington Newsletter “Access,” where they talk about
home Rehabilitation programs that go through Community Development, disabled people, if they live in the
right part of town, can access money for home modifications. Bruce mentioned we have a copy of the SILO
Beacon if anyone was interested in taking a look at it. Glenn mentioned they will be changing the format of the
SILO Beacon and also their web-site. Bruce also mentioned the Newsletter from “ADAPT”, and on the front
cover of the ABLE Newspaper you’ll see members of ADAPT having a confrontation with N.Y. State Troopers
at Governor Patterson’s office. They forced a meeting to speak to the governor about proposed cuts to
independent living centers and home care. Bruce said we also have the new October Newsletter from HANDS,
(Handicapped Adults New Direction in Suffolk) which is an active social group. We also received an e-mail
from Terry Maccarrone that the handrail at Timber Point County Park Golf Shop was finally installed.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: Beverly had nothing new to report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Architectural Barriers - Tedd was excused. Beverly mentioned she recently visited the new Deer Park Tanger
Outlets and noticed handicapped parking was pretty limited but they did have many spots reserved for fuel
efficient vehicles. These “green parking spaces” are now required under a new Suffolk County Local Law.
Bruce said it is up to the Town Building Department to make sure it is in accordance with the regulations with
the State Handicapped Parking Law before they issue the CO. Bruce mentioned that we will send a volunteer
handicapped parking enforcement agent over to see if the handicapped parking is in compliance.

Community Partnership - Bruce reported OHS is still involved with JEEP and at every opportunity we get the
word out about it. OHS has also been working with the Board of Elections on the HAVA voting machines. On
Election Day, November 4, 2008 every polling place in Nassau/Suffolk will have a HAVA compliant voting
machine for people with disabilities to use. The Board of Elections held two demonstrations, one was held at
SILO in Coram where 10 disabled people tried them. The other demonstration was at Cornell Cooperative
Extension in Riverhead but unfortunately nobody showed up for it, probably because word didn’t get out quick
enough. These machines were available at polling places during the September 19th primary this year. In
Suffolk County 8 people voted on them and in Nassau County 9 people voted on them. The County’s Public
Information office will be sending out a reminder notice for the upcoming election. It will also be in the
November ABLE Newspaper. Disabled people pushed for this law and it’s been a tough fight for a couple of
years before they settled on this machine. You can also vote by absentee ballot and you can also have someone
accompany you into the voting booth. Beverly said she saw a show on TV about the Diebold voting machine
and all the problems they were having with them. Beverly is skeptical about how the votes will count because
on this particular machine it reversed your vote. Jack said it was some type of finger tip that you point onto the
touch screen and if you happen to point closer to the line, you actually voted for someone else by accident.
Bruce said we won’t be using those machines. The ones we will be using are ballot markers so that when you
look at the screen it marks the ballot for you. If you are blind you will have ear phones on and it reads it back to
you. Once you register your vote it will read it back to you asking are you sure this is your vote or do you want
to change it. After you are asked if this is correct, you hit yes, your vote is submitted and printed out for you so
you can look at it and then drop it in the box. Bruce said another thing they will not be doing this year even
though the machine is capable of doing it, is that the machine will not do the actual voter tabulation at the end.
They will physically take the paper ballots that are marked and have people count them the way absentee ballots
are done. Beverly asked Bruce if he recommends that New York State be one of the states that permit early
voting. Bruce replied he doesn’t have a personal opinion either way.
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Bruce said there are two sides to the argument, people that vote early don’t get the benefit of what happens in
the last few days or weeks before the actual election day, but on the other side of it, some people feel it is
convenient because they might be out of state during the election. Bruce said it’s up to the State Legislature to
decide. Roy said you can vote absentee without really being absent anytime you want, as long as its post
marked before the end of day on Election Day. Bruce said in order to vote by absentee ballot, if you are not
permanently disabled and get an automatic absentee ballot because you requested it, you can’t vote absentee if
you are in Suffolk County on Election Day.

Education – Teresa said she received a bulletin regarding new regulations from the Dept. of Probation. Many
schools do require the assistance of the Dept. of Probation with respect to filing PINS (Person In Need of
Supervision) petitions for students with severe truancy or school avoidance issues. The new regulation says if a
school district wants to file a petition for a student who is classified by CSE as disabled, they must do a
Manifestation Determination before they can file that PINS. The school districts are prohibited from filing a
PINS petition without proving to the court that they did the Manifestation Determination, showing that the issue
is not directly related to the student’s disability. Many school districts rely on the assistance of the Dept. of
Probation and the Courts to support the child who is not responding to the services available at the school
district level. These students can easily fall through the cracks, especially if the family is not equipped to deal
with the presenting issues. Previously, if the family and school district’s efforts are not successful, they have
been able enlist the assistance of the Dept. of Probation through a PINS petition. Students fitting this profile are
often classified by CSE; most often as Emotionally Disturbed, Learning Disabled or Other Health Impaired. It
will be very difficult to prove that there is no link between the issues preventing the student from consistently
attending school and the student’s disability. This may prevent the school districts and parents from accessing
the assistance needed from the Department of Probation and the Family Court system. In addition, the school
district must gain the parental consent before they can forward the findings of the Manifestation Determination
to the Dept. of Probation. If the school district does not have the support of the parent, this may create another
stumbling block. Recognizing this, there is a note in the new regulations stating that if a parent is refusing to be
cooperative with the school effort, the school can file an education neglect claim.

Housing - Vacant. Roy announced that the Suffolk County Executive has made available, to the Division of
Mental Health, 10 houses within the county that Suffolk owns. These 10 houses will be allocated to three
stakeholder disability groups: Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Developmental Disabilities & alcohol &
substance abuse. Glenn asked when they would be available and Roy said they are talking about them now and
it’s just a matter of logistics. Beverly asked with all of the home foreclosures, is their any opportunity for any
of the nonprofits to get some of these homes at a reasonable price and use them for the mentally ill population.
Roy said the problem is, it’s a confluence of bad events. The reason the housing bubble has crashed and
property prices dropping has also caused the panic on Wall Street which in turn has cut state revenues, so there
isn’t any state money to support the not-for-profits to buy these houses even though they are at the best prices.
Roy said it’s not the initial cost of the house, because parents or groups are willing to donate the house. It’s the
cost of running the group home, which can run upwards to a million dollars a year.

Legislation – Frank was excused. Bruce reported that Leg. Steven Stern introduced IR 1815 which is a Suffolk
County Visitability bill. This board has been involved in discussions on Visitability for several years now. If
this bill becomes law it would require that all new construction, including single family homes in Suffolk
County would have to be constructed in accordance with Visitability standards.
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The following things would need to be included in the new construction: wheelchair accessible main entrance,
wide doorways on the main floor so a wheelchair can get through, bathroom on main floor also needs to have a
wide doorway and big enough space for a wheelchair to turn around inside it.

Leg. Stern Chairs the Suffolk Legislature’s Senior Committee and last year he held senior public hearings all
around the county and one of the problems that continually came up was that people were not able to return to
their homes after being hospitalized because their wheelchairs couldn’t fit through their doorways. Jill Rosen-
Nickeloff, Director of Affordable Housing in Suffolk County, has already had two meetings with builders and
real estate brokers to get their opinion on this visitability bill. The builders are resisting because they say it will
cost an additional $8,000 per house. AARP did a study on the cost regarding visitability and they said the cost
would be about $800.00 per house. Assemblyman Tom DiNapoli was going to introduce the visitability bill for
us on the state level but ended up becoming the State Controller so now we have to start all over again. Bruce
said there are already 9 states in the U.S. that require Visitability in housing plans.

Transportation - Cliff was absent. Bruce said OHS sent an e-mail regarding a Focus Group which is being
held in Riverhead on November 3, 2008. Glenn said the Focus Group meeting date just changed and will be
held at SILO instead. Kathleen/SILO said she will e-mail the information to Heidi so she in turn can e-mail the
change to everyone. They are looking for a focus group of people who ride on county and paratransit buses.
Because they were having trouble getting people together for the focus group in Suffolk they are throwing in a
free lunch and a $25.00 stipend if you attended the focus group.

Employment – Donna/Alice were excused.

COUNTY DEPARTMENTS:

Suffolk County Office of Handicapped Services – Bruce had nothing new to report.
Suffolk County Parks - Terry had nothing new to report.

S. C. Department of Social Services - Linda was excused but at a later e-mailed Heidi her report.
CDPAP cases for September 2007 were 306 and for September 2008 there were 331 active cases.

S. C. Office of Public Information - Debbie had nothing to new to report.

VESID - Ingo was excused.

Old Business – Roy mentioned that the Family Support Consumer Council Legislative Breakfast was well
attended with over 600 people. The governor sent L.I. Regional representative, Mr. Harrison. There was a nice
turn out of elected representatives, county representatives, assemblyman and or aides.

Bruce mentioned we have in our possession, Roy’s Special Education Diploma letter, which was authorized to
be sent to the Long Island State Legislature officials last month by this board and will be mailed out shortly.

Doug who lives in the Town of Babylon mentioned he is still trying to advocate for a sports program in their
town like they have in the Town of Brookhaven. Doug and friends will also be going into Babylon schools to
speak about their disabilities to let the kids know that people with disabilities don’t just sit at home all day.
Doug will also be working with SILO on a couple of projects in the next couple of weeks.
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New Business - Roy said they just got word yesterday that the Commissioner of OMRDD has called
representatives in from each of the district offices including L.I., that all development has been suspended in
place except for any residential rehabilitation program that is still in the works. The supportive employment
initiative will have additional money out of this year’s budget for that service module as well as New York
State Cares III that has to do with the development of group homes, the RFP process is going forward but no
new development will occur.
In Newsday, today, there was an article about this fiscal year approaching a $2 billion shortage for the state
level deficit. As Roy reported last month OMRDD initial cut program operations will not be affected; however,
the cuts are being taken administratively.
S.C. Department of Health/Division of Children with Special Health Care Needs – Barbara Falkman
brought 2 different publications from the University of Minnesota, one is called a toolkit for families and the
other one is called toolkit for people with disabilities. It gives tips and strategies to help you find, choose and
keep high quality Direct Support Professionals. Bruce said it looks like these booklets would be very helpful to
people who are going onto CDPAP that will be supervising their own aides. It gives good insight on how to
come up with a plan so you can tell your aide exactly the tasks that they will be performing. Barbara said you
can buy these books in binder form and it also comes with a CD or you can download the free version at
ici.umn.edupublications@icimail.education.umn.edu

S.C. Department of Public Works/Transportation Division – John Murray announced that the SCAT
reservation office has new expanded hours Monday – Saturday, 7:00 am - 5:00 pm. On Sundays the hours the
reservation office will remain the same, from 8:00 am – 4:30 pm. and for next day only. Bruce said those are
the two issues that are brought up at every public transportation meeting, extended night service and having
Sunday service. Bruce said he spoke to Kevin Darcy, from SCDPW Transportation, and he told Bruce that the
origin-to-destination service is going well. OHS is also in the process of getting the origin-to-destination
information in Braille and on audio tape with the help of Valerie Lewis and Suffolk Cooperative Library
System for those people who have requested it. John also reported that the County Executive said, that “New
York State should double the transit aid to Suffolk to match what Nassau County receives, especially since
Suffolk taxpayers pay 7 million dollars more than Nassau taxpayers to operate their buses.” Jack said even if we
come up with a budget at this point, we still are going to be faced with what the state is going to do for the
following year. Jack said the Suffolk County Legislature is trying to do the best with what they have.

Glenn/SILO – Glenn mentioned SILO is looking into doing a Disability Symposium maybe sometime next
October. They are trying to get more people involved, so if you have any ideas please let Glenn know.
S.C. Human Rights Commission – Cheryl said they have a couple of cases pending with no determination yet.
Cheryl said it should be a very interesting year because people are being pressed economically. Their
department is also getting a lot more walk-ins.

S.C. Community Development - Joseph was excused.
S.C. Library System - Valerie was excused.

ADJOURNMENT: Roy made a motion to adjourn and Jack seconded the motion. All were in favor to
adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 3:50 pm. The next meeting will be held Wednesday, December
3, 2008 at 2:00 pm in the conference room, Building 158, Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge.

Respectfully submitted,
Heidi Zeitler


