
Suffolk County Disabilities Advisory Board Approved as corrected

September 24, 2008 Meeting Minutes

A meeting of the Suffolk County Disabilities Advisory Board was held on September 24, 2008 in the
Conference Room of Building 158, North County Complex, Hauppauge at 2:10 pm, Bruce G. Blower, presided.

PRESENT:

GROUP A
Bruce G. Blower Representing County Executive Steve Levy
Jack Caffey Representing Legislature Presiding Officer William Lindsay
Linda O’Donohoe S.C. Department of Social Services
Donna Passin S.C. Department of Labor
Tedd Godek, R.A. S.C. Department of Public Works, Design & Construction Division

GROUP B
Kleo King, Esq. Member, United Spinal Association
Debbie Epple Member, S.C. Department of Civil Service/Public Info.

GROUP C
Teresa Strum Member, Western Suffolk BOCES
Ingo Gloeckner Member, N.Y.S. VESID

GROUP D
Roy Probeyahn Member
Glenn Campbell, Esq. Member
Frank Krotschinsky, Esq. Member

Guest: Angel Santa, Director – Town of Islip Handicapped Services
John Mikochik from Sagamore Children’s Center and his PCA Karen.
Douglas King and Erin King

STAFF: Heidi Zeitler, Clerk Typist, Suffolk County Office of Handicapped Services

EXCUSED: Beverly Cody, Judy Record, Joseph Sanseverino, Edward Ahern, Legislator Kate M. Browning,
Chair, John Murray, Paulette Bartunek, Barbara Falkman, Valerie Lewis, Jim Sorrentino, Mitch Shapiro

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF August 6, 2008
Bruce asked if there were any changes to be made to the minutes as distributed. Roy motioned to accept the
minutes and Jack seconded the motion. All were in favor and the minutes were unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE: Bruce said that on September 19, 2008, the letter authorized at the last meeting
supporting the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments bill was mailed. The U.S. Senate passed it by
voice vote on September 11, 2008. It had 77 sponsors in the U.S. Senate. Previously it passed overwhelmingly
in June, in the House of Representatives with bipartisan support. Indications are that President Bush will sign
it; his father signed the original ADA into law. It is a major victory because it restores the rights of disabled
people which had been whittled away by court decisions. If you refer to one of today’s handouts there is an
article which explains it well, “What does the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 mean?” Kleo said she received
an e-mail last night that President Bush will be signing the bill at a private ceremony.
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Bruce reported that OHS received an e-mail from National Credit Reporting Companies, Blind Community,
announcing a landmark initiative to Provide Accessible Online Credit Reports in Braille and other formats. As
mentioned before at other SCDAB meetings, agencies put out information in Spanish which is not required by
law, but they don’t have alternate formats for people with visual impairments, which are required by law.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: Beverly was excused.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Architectural Barriers - Tedd announced some design work was initiated for accessibility improvements at the
Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum. Three or four different areas will be affected including the Mansion,
where a new entrance system on the lower level will give improved access to the accessible toilets. Similar
conditions exist also at the entrances to the mansion in the Arcade area. Both of those entrances are a little high
right now so they are looking to put in some ramps. The Gatehouse and Planetarium toilet rooms will be
renovated to current ADA standards. At the Normandy Manor, an accessible entrance route from the parking
area to the first floor area will be created and the first floor will be equipped with accessible toilet rooms for
public use. Also, they are currently working on the modifications to the toilet room at the Mental Health area in
the Riverhead County Center to accommodate a county employee, which Bruce was involved with to some
extent. There were modifications to the employee entrance that were scheduled at Supreme Court in Riverhead,
the contractor has been slow to respond but they expect to see some progress there soon.

Community Partnership - Bruce reported that he had the pleasure of addressing the Suffolk Rehabilitation
Council last week and discussed the JEEP Program and the new SCAT changes which will begin on 10/6/08.
The SCAT Sub-Committee had a series of meetings which went over the original proposal. The policy was
worked out as follows: people who need special assistance to get from the door from their home, down to the
curb, the SCAT bus driver will provide some assistance. If need be, the driver will push a manual wheelchair
along an accessible path no greater than 150 feet and will be within sight of the SCAT vehicle at all times. The
SCAT driver will stop the vehicle at the curb, shut off the motor, take the keys, walk up to the persons doorway
where the person should be waiting outside, escort them to the vehicle, load them onto the vehicle, and do the
same again for the trip back. At the last SCDAB board meeting the policy was voted upon and approved by the
board and also approved by Beverly. The policy and letter are in the print shop as we speak and will be mailed
out to every eligible certified SCAT rider, which will be about 14,000 people. Additionally, in the letter, it is
explained that the SCAT reservation office is going to expand their hours from 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. M-F and
Saturday, and will also be opened Sunday at their regular hours 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. to make reservations for
the next day only. Valerie had e-mailed Bruce and objected to drivers knocking on the person’s door because
she felt that it was offering too much service to disabled people. Bruce said the driver is to walk up to the door,
knock and under the policy wait 90 seconds, if no one comes out within that time, the driver goes back to the
bus and waits the ten minute waiting period. When individuals make their SCAT reservation they need to
request the origin-to-destination service each time. Transportation has agreed to try the new policy for a 90-day
period to see how it works and will make adjustments along the way. The bus company has started to train their
drivers and since they use part-time drivers, they have over 200 drivers to train.

Education - Teresa mentioned that at the last meeting Beverly had asked her to get some numbers on the
amount of children that were home-schooled in Suffolk County Districts. There were 291 students total and 55
were disabled. Teresa said these are the numbers that were collected right before they decided not to provide
the services in the home for the 2007-2008 school years, Eastern and Western Suffolk BOCES.
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Housing - Vacant

Legislation – Bruce had already reported about the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 in the correspondence and
Frank had nothing new to report.

Transportation - Cliff was absent.

Employment - Donna reminded everyone that the One Stop Employment Center has systems in place to
provide services for people with and without disabilities. They have been undergoing some renovations,
dedicating a larger area to resources for individuals with disabilities. Donna also asked if anyone has any facts
sheets or pamphlets they wanted displayed at the One Stop, to let her know. Donna also reminded everyone
that a VESID representative comes to the One Stop once a week to help consumers. They have a CWIC
(Community Work Incentive Coordinator) from Abilities to meet with customers interested in learning about,
“The Ticket to Work Program”, to provide information for individuals that are on SSI and SSD, on how going
back to work will affect their benefits. The One Stop also collaborates with other agencies with quarterly
meetings. Some of the agencies which meet are Labor, Veterans, VESID, Social Security, Rehab Counselors
and Mental Health. It was decided that it would be very helpful to staff and consumers, to put together a desk
top aid, which would have all the services the various agencies offer. Matt Lucus, S.C. Probation Dept., gave a
presentation on employment for individuals with criminal backgrounds. Donna also wanted to mention an
interesting website called, The Legal Action Center, at lac.org which has a wide variety of free publications that
can be easily accessed. The One Stop also has voter registration on site to make it as easy as possible for people
to be registered to vote.

COUNTY DEPARTMENTS:

Suffolk County Office of Handicapped Services – Bruce had nothing new to report.

Suffolk County Parks - Terry was excused.

S. C. Department of Social Services - Linda reported 346 active CDPAP cases for August 2008 and last year
there were 295. Linda said DSS has recently received an update from the Health Dept. regarding CDPAP.
They received written guidance that CDPAP aides cannot provide transportation for their clients but can
accompany the client outside the home to medical appointments. RECCO Home Care Service and South Shore
Home Care sent letters to their clients for signatures, to acknowledge receipt of this letter. Glenn and Bruce
asked Linda some questions regarding this new change and mentioned there is some disparity to this ongoing
issue. Linda read the body of the letter - Transportation is not a task included in the scope of task and cannot
be provided by the personal assistant. CDPAP participants are entitled to transportation to medically
necessary appointments by specific transportation providers enrolled in the Medicaid program.
Transportation to non-medically necessary venues is not included within the scope of state planned benefits
at this time and must be provided through participation by family, friends or other informal support.
Although CDPAP personal assistant can’t provide transportation, it continues to be the policy of the
department that they can accompany and assist the consumer outside the home. Tasks identified to support
the consumers independence. Bruce thinks this is outrageous and is having the State Commission of Quality of
Care and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities (CQCAPD) look into it. Bruce feels it negates the purpose of
the CDPAP program, the whole idea of the CDPAP was to make self-directing individuals independent. Linda
gave a copy of the letter to Bruce.



SCDAB
September 24, 2008
Page 4

S. C. Office of Public Information - Debbie mentioned that the SCDAB Annual Report was completed and
extra copies are available. Bruce announced that Suffolk County Government thanks everyone for their
participation because it really does make a difference. Debbie said her dept. will be sending information out
shortly regarding the Board of Elections having (2) voting machine demonstrations, using the new Optical Scan
voting machines.

Bruce said one demo will be held on 9/29/08 at Cornell Cooperative Extension in Riverhead, from 11:00 am –
8:00 pm and the second will be held at SILO in Coram, on 10/2/08 from 11:00 am – 7:00 pm. These voting
machines are slightly different from the ones that were used for the last couple of years. There will be one of
these new machines at each polling place on November 4th, Election Day. Only disabled individuals will be
able to these new machines this year, all others will still be using the old lever machines. Next year, all the
lever machines will be replaced by these new optical scan voting machines. Jack said he remembers at an
earlier meeting that when the new voting machines were discussed, they weren’t working to good. Bruce said
Nassau County will be using the same machines. These new machines are manufactured in Canada and ordered
through the State Board of Elections and then they went to Albany where they were checked for any problems.
When Nassau County received their new voting machines, approx. 80% were not working. When Suffolk
County received their new voting machines, approximately 10 out of 250 weren’t working. When Suffolk
Board of Elections saw what happened in Nassau County they made sure that they tried every single voting
machine out to make sure they were working properly. In the September 9th, 2008 primary, 310 new voting
machines were available throughout Suffolk and only 9 people voted on them. Nassau County had about 150 of
their new voting machines throughout Nassau on Primary Day and only 9 people voted on them. Those 10
machines were repaired. Bruce said that he recently tried one of the new optical scan voting machines at
Bussani’s Accessibility Fair and it took Bruce about 20 minutes to go through the whole process.

VESID - Ingo mentioned VESID is facing the issues of the State budget and the impact of that on vocational
functioning, and also the impact on decreased funding of the federal allocations. Hopefully in the next month or
so VESID will have a clearer picture? VESID would like to start some new initiatives in 2009 by revamping
the supportive employment system in New York State.

Old Business – Roy updated everyone on the N.Y.S. Cares allocation for Long Island. Long Island
Developmental Disability Service’s office, bi-county area, is moving into request for proposal (RFP) process
beginning this fall. They will be looking at new ways of doing things to make absolutely certain that the people
with the greatest need get it. One of the strategies is to take a look at people who might have moved into a
house with 24 hour supervised setting and where they might not have really needed such a restrictive setting and
try to convince them to move into a more independent living center instead.

New Business - Roy announced that he was asked to sit on the RFP’s Committee, by the Long Island
Developmental Disabilties Service office, to help dispense 1.6 million dollars in new supportive employment
money.
The Suffolk County MRDD committee, which Roy Chairs, discussed looking at an initiative to carry forward
one of the priorities that was identified in the Suffolk County plan for people with NYDD conditions,
particularly those who are in acute need of care. Roy also mentioned an article from August Newsday, about
Roger Tillis who lives in Great Neck, he wants to eliminate special education diplomas. It struck a particular
chord with Roy, because Roy is still in possession of an article which ran in 1984 about a father and son who
fought through Project Equal, for everyone qualified to receive a diploma. Roy was disappointed that when his
older son graduated from Western Suffolk BOCES, he received a certificate from Middle Country School
District, not a diploma. Roy felt it was discriminatory.
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Roy asked the board to support these students that graduate from special education, by writing to the governor
and all legislators in Suffolk County, that we are opposed to special education students not receiving diplomas.
Roy feels they should get the same recognition their non-disabled peers get. Roy made a motion to send a
letter and Kleo second it. The reason Mr. Tilles put this forward was because New York City had too many
students graduating in special education departments who could qualify for regular diplomas. The education
system wasn’t meeting their needs so they decided to take away all diplomas from all special education
students. Roy is going to e-mail Heidi the letter regarding the IEP diploma so Beverly can take a look at it.
Roy also wanted to thank Linda for helping him with his sons’ benefits being straightened out. Roy said if we
know of any seniors who have adult children living at home who go onto to SSD, the adult children will move
partially or fully to SSD; make sure they’re not deducting a Medicare premium out of that in error. When Roy
asked why the premium had been deducted, he was told erroneously that because of the cap on the medicines.
Under regular social security there is, but under SSD for disabled children living at home with a senior, there is
no such cap where there are siblings in the same house. Under SSD, disabled children with siblings, living at
home with seniors collecting social security, there is no cap. Roy also mentioned the Legislative Breakfast for
the Family Support Consumer Council will be held October 10, 2008 at 8:30 p.m. at the Huntington Hilton.
Keynote speakers will be Dave Harrison who was an aide to Gov. Patterson, Max Chmura, Chief Deputy
Commissioner of OMRDD and Walter Stockton who is Executive Director of Independent Group Home Living
Program, Inc.

Angel Santana, Director from the Town of Islip distributed the Fall/Winter schedule of events. These activities
are open to all town residents who are disabled, children and adults. They also have an Adult Day Care
program in Central Islip which they have through a grant from Family Support Services. The Adult Day Care is
for disabled adults 45 years old and up and who are Town of Islip residents and do not attend a State Program.

Douglas King mentioned he lives in the Town of Babylon in the Thea Bowman Residence and one of the things
he noticed is that there are no activities for residents who are disabled in the Town of Babylon. Douglas has
been working a little over a year with the Town of Babylon to help get some activities started.

Roy suggested Doug call the Supervisors office in the Town of Brookhaven because of the amount of services
they offer. Doug said he had already contacted the Director of Disabled Athletics in Brookhaven Town.

Bruce gave a thank you to Debbie Epple for getting the Annual Report out before the end of the year.

S.C. Department of Health/Division of Children with Special Health Care Needs – Barbara was excused.
S.C. Department of Public Works/Transportation Division - John Murray was excused.
Glenn/SILO – Glenn announced that Ed Ahern has resigned as Director of SILO, and that Kathleen Madigan
and Glenn will now be the Co-Executive Directors of SILO.
S.C. Human Rights Commission - Paulette was excused.
S.C. Community Development - Joseph was excused.
S.C. Library System - Valerie was excused.
ADJOURNMENT: Roy made a motion to adjourn and Tedd seconded the motion. All were in favor to
adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm. The next meeting will be held Wednesday, October
29th, 2008 at 2:00pm in the conference room, Building 158, Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge.

Respectfully submitted,
Heidi Zeitler


