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Suffolk County Disabilities Advisory Board 
                                            January 30, 2008 Meeting Minutes              REVISED 2/26/08 

 
A meeting of the Suffolk County Disabilities Advisory Board was held on January 30, 2008 
in the Conference Room of Building 158, North County Complex, Hauppauge at 2:20 pm.  
Chairwoman Beverly Cody presided. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
GROUP A 
Bruce G. Blower   Representing County Executive Steve Levy 
Linda O’Donohoe   S.C. Department of Social Services 
Tom Harkins    S.C. Department of Parks 
Gerald Andreus, RA  S.C. Department of Public Works/Building Design 
Paulette Bartunek   S.C. Department of Human Rights 
Barbara Falkman   S.C. Department of Health/Division of Services for 
     Children with Special Health Care Needs 
     
GROUP B  
Debbie Epple   Member, S.C. Department of Civil Service/Public Info. 
Valerie Lewis   Member 
Kleo King, Esq.   Member 
 
GROUP C  
Teresa Strum   Member, Western Suffolk BOCES 
Ingo Gloeckner   Member, N.Y.S. VESID 
 
GROUP D 
Glenn Campbell, Esq.  Member 
Mitchell Shapiro   Member 
Jim Sorrentino   Member 
Roy Probeyahn   Member 
 
Guests:    Angel Santana, Director, Town of Islip Handicapped Services 
   
STAFF:    Michele Keenan, Neighborhood Aide, Suffolk County Office of Handicapped 
Services 
        
EXCUSED:  Legislator Elie Mystal, Legislature Presiding Officer William Lindsay, John 
Murray, Judy Record, Frank Krotchinsky, Esq., Alice Young, Joseph Sanseverino, Edward 
Ahern, Valerie Lewis 
 
 



-DRAFT- 

 2

SCDAB 
January 30, 2008 
Page 2 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2007 
Beverly asked if there were any changes to be made to the minutes as distributed.   Jim 
Sorrentino said he had a problem with the minutes because a lot more was discussed than 
what was listed in the minutes in regard to the presentation done by HANDS.  Bruce said the 
minutes are a synopsis, not a word for word transcript.  Bruce asked Jim to get the 
information he feels we may have left out and maybe we can make it as an attachment.  Roy 
made a motion to accept the minutes to be revised and extended as mentioned and Tom 
Harkins seconded the motion.  All were in favor and voted unanimously to accept the 
minutes and attach Jim’s comment once they are received.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  None 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT:  Beverly mentioned an interesting spread in yesterday’s 
Newsday Part Two dated 1/29/08 called “Enabling the Disabled” about a show called Guys 
and Dolls.  FREE is a 30-year old agency that runs group homes and day treatment centers 
throughout Nassau and Suffolk for more than 3,000 people.  The group home uses theatre in 
plays to control and reduce the resident’s disabling symptoms. Beverly said the next 
performance should be coming up in June at the Suffolk Y in Commack.  Roy mentioned his 
son has been a FREE player for over seven years and loves it.  Roy also mentioned the FREE 
players are individuals who run the entire spectrum of people that have disabilities. The age 
group is for 18 years and over.  Beverly asked Roy if he could get the dates of the 
performances.   Barbara said she also works with Family Residences and Essential 
Enterprises (FREE) and said it really is a treat if you get the opportunity to see the FREE 
players.  If you go to the “Family Residence.org” web-site there is an interview with CNN.  
Roy also mentioned the reporter will be following the troupe along the way so there will be 
follow-up reports on their progress. 
 
Mitch asked Roy if he had any connections to reach out to the students in schools who are in 
theater production involved with FREE. 
 
Roy said he isn’t sure but from time to time they do need children in various roles, whether 
or not they reach out to High Schools he doesn’t know. This therapeutic theatre program 
(FREE) is no longer operating on a grant. They are now a regularly funded day habilitation 
program under N.Y.S. OMRDD.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Architectural Barriers - Gerald said the handicapped parking spaces were completed at 200 
Wireless and they have a BSR (Building Service Request) in to add an additional ramp at the 
employee entrance. 
 
Bruce mentioned renovations are underway to the Evans K. Griffing County Center Building 
in Riverhead.  They are enlarging the legislative auditorium, removing the non-working 
escalator in the building and putting in a new elevator which will improve the access to the 
building.  When completed the building will have 2 public elevators one near each main 
entrance.  The Office of Handicapped Services shared office space in this Riverhead 
building, it will be moved closer to the Legislative entrance into a larger space.   
 
Mitch recently heard people had to resign from their jobs at Walter Reed Hospital and the 
VA Hospital because of ADA issues, because you couldn’t get a wheelchair into the hospital.  
 
Bruce said he doesn’t think that Mitch’s information is accurate. Bruce said he has been in a 
wheelchair for over 30 years and has been a patient at Northport VA for many years.  Bruce 
said the VA Hospital is better laid out and equipped for wheelchair access than any civilian 
hospital he has ever been in.  Bruce said Walter Reed Army Hospital, the major military 
hospital where they rehabilitate the amputees from Afghanistan and Iraq had an access 
problem that was widely reported in the media.  They did have a major problem there last 
year with an old building.  Some buildings at Walter Reed are one hundred years old.  But 
that’s an army hospital run by the military, not the VA which is a separate department of 
government. The general, a physician who was in charge of the hospital has been removed 
from his command because of the deteriorating conditions that happened under his watch.  
Within the last 5 years, an Army plan was developed to build a whole new Walter Reed 
Hospital because it is a very old facility.  The recent problems may get it done quicker. 
 
Kleo added that as far as she knows the plan to expand on the site is still going forward. 
 
Community Partnership - Bruce mentioned we still do not have the final figures on the 
handicapped parking blitz that was done by the police departments during the holidays.  
Bruce said it will probably be in the area between 4,000 to 5,000 handicapped parking tickets 
that were issued during Suffolk Sherifff Vincent DeMarco’s 6th Annual Holiday Handicapped 
Parking Enforcement initiative.  
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OHS is still involved with the Joint Emergency Evacuations Program (JEEP) which Bruce 
has reported about in the past.  As of last week 470 disabled individuals have registered for 
the JEEP Program. They range in age from 6 on a ventilator to 102.   It is designed for people 
who are disabled, live alone and have no way of getting out of their home in times of 
emergency evacuation. 
 
Beverly asked, what are the plans for an unexpected emergency that happens immediately?  
Bruce said it depends; the JEEP program wasn’t developed just for hurricanes and natural 
disasters.  We live in a time when terrorist are real concern, there are actually 19 terrorist 
targets in Suffolk County that are highly rated as possible terrorist attacks.  We are using 
global positioning so we know where these 470 disabled people live. JEEP has overlays of 
the maps which show the flood plains from the Army Corp. of Engineers.  It is a pretty 
sophisticated database. 
 
Beverly wanted to know how and who decided what the 19 possible terrorist targets are.  
Bruce said the federal government has a task force that takes care of terrorism activities.   
 
Linda said she knows the John J. Foley is an evacuation site but asked Bruce what are some 
of the other ones.  Bruce replied there are three special need shelters with John J. Foley being 
the largest.  The other two Special Needs Shelters are the campuses of Suffolk Community 
College and will be staffed by the County Dept. of Health Services nursing staff. There are 
about 18 other shelters staffed by the American Red Cross and with back up from County.  
The American Red Cross is not responsible for special need shelters, the County Health 
Department is.  We expect that most people with disabilities will be able to use the regular 
shelters unless they have some kind of special need.  If you’re on homecare from a Home 
Health Agency the Home Health agency is responsible under state law for your welfare in 
emergencies.  If you’re in a hospital or a Nursing Home, it is their responsibility to have 
plans.  We know that’s going to be a problem because all the nursing homes contract with the 
same few private ambulance services to evacuate their patients.  There are about of 6 private 
ambulance companies in Nassau and Suffolk County and there are probably 50 or 60 Nursing 
Homes contracting with these six same commercial ambulances to do the evacuation.  If you 
have a big emergency with many Nursing Homes involved, we know the commercial 
ambulance companies will not have the capacity to do the job.  Bruce said at a later meeting, 
maybe before the next hurricane season we can get someone from FRES to come to our 
meeting to go over some evacuation details. 
 
Gerry asked after the storm blows through is there going to be any follow-up with the people 
who decided not to evacuate.  Bruce said that will be done only if the neighborhoods are 
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totally devastated.  If electric lines go down it will be difficult to send help until the lines are 
taken care of. 
 
Education - Teresa reported that a State Education Dept. memo was distributed informing 
educators as well as parents that a decision was made that home schooling does not fall under 
the auspice of districts needing to provide special education services.  IDEA does require that 
home schooled students receive special education services to the same extent as a child 
receiving services in a private school; the catch is that provision is only in place if the home 
school is recognized under state law as a private elementary or secondary school.  In New 
York State, we do not recognize the home environment as an elementary or secondary 
school, therefore home schools are not recognized in New York State.  Therefore, pursuant to 
3602C of Educational Law they do not have to provide special education services to students 
in the home environment. The districts are now responsible to continue monitoring the need 
of those students and continue to hold CSE and develop an IEP plan for those students and 
they have to make a good faith effort to make services available to the family. It is up to the 
family to determine whether or not they want to return their child back to the public school 
environment or improved private school environment to continue to receive special education 
services.  If not, there is no legal basis for school districts to have to go in and supply these 
services. 
 
On January 14, 2008 a memo from the State Education Dept. came out with 
recommendations for restructuring the certification requirements for special education 
teachers.  In the past, if you wanted to be certified as a special education you were certified K 
through 12 automatically. However, in recent years, certification requirements for Special 
Education were modified to coincide with general education certification requirements, 
(Birth-2nd grade, 1-6th grade, 7-9th grade general and specialist and 7-12th grade specialist). 
They did a study and determined that 20% of the new special education teachers coming out 
with certifications in grade 5-9 were secondary, but 50% of the students that require special 
education services are in grades 7-12 so right there you have a 30% gap.  Teresa said when 
they interview perspective teachers they encourage them to go back and get a secondary 
degree because they recognize most of L.I. and other New York schools are well equipped to 
certify a person in elementary and special education but not as equipped to have students 
leave with that certification in secondary education as well special education.  What they are 
proposing to do is reduce the number of certification titles.  Right now there are about 45 
different special education certification titles and State Education is looking to bring it down 
to 3.   
Teresa brought the actual memo if anyone wants to look at it with the web-site address.  
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Beverly wanted to know how many students in Suffolk County are home schooled?  Teresa 
said she didn’t have those numbers.  Teresa said these are students that parents choose to 
have home schooled and of course they have to meet certain qualifications. 
Once it is determined the child has a disability, the school district is still not bound and now 
not able to go into the home to provide the services.  New York State does not recognize the 
home environment as an elementary or secondary school.  All the district can do is make a 
recommendation for services, make a good faith effort available to give them access to the 
education and then it’s up to the parent.  If the parent decides to home school and 
independently contract with an agency to come in to provide the services, it would be the 
parent’s expense.  The other choice is to cease home schooling and enrolled the child in the 
public school.  
 
Housing - None 
 
Legislation - Frank was excused.  Bruce mentioned an article in the hand-outs titled 
“Newsroom” which was in the monthly newspaper called ACTION, distributed by United 
Spinal Association.  The article is a brief synopsis of what changes occurred in congress in 
terms of federal legislation before they adjourned for their holiday recess. 
 
There is also a news release from Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy, who this year is 
statewide President of the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC), in the hand-
outs about special education because the counties want the State to take over some of the 
cost.   
 
Transportation - Cliff and Judy were both absent.   
 
WOTC - No report. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENTS: 
 
Suffolk County Office of Handicapped Services - Bruce already gave his report in earlier 
comments. 
 
Suffolk County Parks - Tom reported that West Sayville County Park Clubhouse 
renovations are slated for the spring.  There are problems with the wheelchair access. 
 
S. C. Department of Social Services - Linda reported that there were 293 CDPAP open 
cases at the end of January 2007. 
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S. C. Office of Public Information - Debbie had nothing new to report. 
 
S.C. Department of Health/Division of Children with Special Health Care Needs -
Barbara had nothing new to report. 
 
S.C. Department of Public Works/Transportation Division- John Murray was excused but 
reported the following figures at a later date. 
 
       SCAT  PARATRANSIT   2006             MONTH 0F  DEC. 2007 
 
Total Trip Requests  27,290    33,238 
Requests Approved  26,915    32,558 
Trips Denied        375         650 
Percentage of Denial      1.39                 1.99 
 
S.C. Human Rights Commission - Paulette reported they are preparing their annual report.  
Local law S.C. Human Rights can investigate housing problems for disabled people. 
 
S.C. Community Development -  Joseph was excused. 
 
S.C. Library System  - Valerie was excused.   
 
OLD BUSINESS - Bruce attended a Legislative breakfast which was very successful in 
November with over 600 people. 
 
Fifty-eight disabled Suffolk County residents cast their ballots on accessible ballot marking 
voting machines in the General Election 11/7/07 and forty people in 2006.  There are 11 
machines, 1 in every town (2 in Brookhaven).  The New York Times reported problems with 
the electronic computer voting machines. The State Board of Elections reports that new 
electronic machines are possible for November 2008.  Bruce mentioned in his February 2008 
ABLE article that six manufacturers each had problems with the new voting machines.  Used 
in November elections in other states. We will try to get speakers from the Board of Elections 
to come to our meeting possibly in March 2008. 
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NEW BUSINESS –  Roy reported that Friday, Feb. 8th  there will be a L. I. Task Force on 
Aging Out Legislative meeting (Brunch)  at, 415A Oser Ave, 11:00 am in Hauppauge.  They 
will be discussing the following – 
 
The SCMRDD Committee, which Roy Chair’s, is working on the 5 year NYS County Plan.  
They held public forums for families, self-advocates & provider non-profit agencies.  The 
priority areas identified for folks with mental retardation & developmental disabilities are top 
areas of concern in the region. 
 
Nassau/Suffolk Joint project 
Special populations 
Quality staffing 
N.Y.S. Cares Independent Living Opportunities 
Family Support Services 
Individualized/community services 

 
Transportation is the number one issue to improve Nassau/Suffolk transportation. This is as 
much a County & Town issue as well as the State OMRDD. 
 
New York States budget plan has 1.2 million in new services for families.  There were 99 
proposals made by 48 different agencies, totaling 6.7 million.  They include Respite (In & 
Out of Home) & Recreational services, Non-Medicaid Service coordination, etc.  With this 
new allocation Ten million dollars will be spent each & every year on Family Support 
Services, going forward. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   Tom made a motion to adjourn and Paulette seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.  The next meeting 
will be held Wednesday February 27, 2008 at 2:00pm in the conference room, Building 158, 
Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Heidi Zeitler 


