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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  
  
 

OF THE  
 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE  
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

A meeting of the Public Works Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature was held in the Rose Y. 
Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building, 725 Veterans 
Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York, on September 5, 2014.   
 
 
Members Present: 
Legislator Al Krupski - Chairman 
Legislator Tom Muratore - Vice-Chair 
Legislator Tom Barraga 
Legislator Kate Browning 
 
Not present: 
Legislator Steve Stern - Excused Absence 
 
Also In Attendance: 
George Nolan - Counsel to the Legislature 
Lora Gellerstein - Chief Deputy Clerk, Suffolk County Legislature 
Gil Anderson - Commissioner, Suffolk County Department of Public Works 
Tom Vaughn - County Executive's Office 
Debbie Harris - Aide to Legislator Stern 
Greg Moran - Aide to Legislator Trotta 
Bill Shilling - Aide to Legislator Calarco 
Rick Brand - Newsday 
All Other Interested Parties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Taken By: 
Gabrielle Severs - Court Stenographer 
 
Minutes Transcribed By: 
Kim Castiglione - Legislative Secretary 
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(*The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m.*) 
 

CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Welcome, everyone, to the regular meeting of Public Works, Transportation and Energy.  Could we 
all rise for the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator Barraga.   
 

Salutation 
 

Welcome, everyone.  I will ask officially if there's anyone who would like to address the committee 
from the public?  I don't know if the camera's on, so I'll say it just in case.  So we have no 
presentations.  We'll get right into the tabled resolutions.   
 

Tabled Resolutions 
 

IR 1330 - Amending procedures for procuring consultant services (Cilmi).  Do I have a 
motion?  1330.  So there's a motion.  For lack of a second, is there any other motion.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Well, I guess I can second it for discussion purposes, but where are we with this?  I know that --   
 
MS. GELLERSTEIN: 
Who made the motion?   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Motion by Legislator Muratore, second by Legislator Browning.   
 
MS. GELLERSTEIN: 
Thank you.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Legislator Browning, go right ahead.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
No, I know that the Legislator, I believe, was having some discussions with you guys with regards to 
amending this?  Yes?  No?   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
Well, the latest amendment, Legislator Browning, I believe has -- I'm looking at Gil Anderson's 
notes.  Pardon me, Gil.  I'm putting you on the camera now.  I'm looking at your notes and I see 
something about a five-four split, and it would still require four votes for adoption.  Right off the top 
of our head we find that to be unworkable.  I think we like the current system the way it is.  I know 
that we have made a commitment to make the process as open as possible.  Deputy County Eric 
Kopp has really been -- he's brought a great deal of sunshine to the process.  Department heads 
are routinely called in to make the presentation in front of the panel now.  Rather than just 
submitting something in writing, they're there to answer questions.  I know that the meetings are 
open to the public -- open to --  
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
The public, yeah.   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
Thank you, Commissioner Anderson.  Open to the public.  
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COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
I just want to say I've been to a few meetings, and there are members of the press who will show 
up.  There are members of the public, League of Women Voters has been there.  So it is an open 
process right now.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
I just -- I know that when Eric was here that I thought that himself and the sponsor were going to 
discuss it.  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I think that they have had discussion.  I don't believe that they've been able to come to something 
that they both can agree on yet.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  Well, you know, I'd like to know what the sponsor's got to say about it.  I guess I'll 
withdraw my second for now, and I'll support a table.   
 
LEG. MURATORE: 
Motion to table.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay, and I'll second the table.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Before you make the motion to table, just so it's clear in my mind.  Originally and the way it stands 
right now is three members.  The recommendation or suggestion of Mr. Cilmi was that he expand it 
to five members, this way the Minority Leader would be able to appoint one individual and the 
County Executive would appoint the fifth person.  But I think the problem is that he's still 
requiring four members to vote to -- for the waiver, to authorize waivers?   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
That was my understanding as well, Legislator Barraga.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
As opposed to three.   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
Correct. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Something like the super majority.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Like the super majority? 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Well, no, I guess that what it's -- 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
A super majority would be required for the waiver, but I guess I was looking at this, I was just trying 
to get an individual from the minority appointed, so at least there would be some input into the 
Waiver Committee from say our side of the aisle, and that's been granted.  But what has not 
been -- the problem is a super majority requirement to do the waiver, right?  Has the sponsor 
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indicated he's not willing to make any change in that area or have you had any conversations with 
Mr. Cilmi on this?   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I have not had a conversation with Legislator Cilmi probably in a couple of months on this piece of 
legislation.  My understanding was that -- my understanding of this situation was that it seemed to 
be, and I don't wish to put words in the committee's mouth, but it seemed to be -- there seemed to 
be some amount of acceptance for the scenario that Legislator Barraga just laid out, a five member 
panel with one member being of the Minority, but three votes would carry the day.  We have not 
seen that proposal sent over across the street yet and I would be hesitant to say whether or not we 
would find acceptance with that until we got a chance to take a look at it.  And I'm not trying to be 
coy, but the proposal that's before us right now we still maintain that we have concerns with.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
So Legislator Muratore changed his motion to a table and Legislator Browning seconded.  All in 
favor?  Opposed?  Abstain?  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Stern).   
 
And then there's a -- I'm just going to add in here, if I can find the IR number.  
1310 - Authorizing reduction of bus fares on two routes to achieve fare uniformity 
(Schneiderman).  I would like to -- there's been a lot of discussion about bus fares lately, but not 
reducing them.  It's not on the agenda, I would just like to make a motion to acknowledge that it 
should be and to make a motion to table.  Is there a second?  By Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Stern).   
 
And I'll mention that Legislator Stern has an excused absence today.   
 
All right.  Another tabled resolution, IR 1407 - Amending the Adopted 2014 Operating Budget, 
adopting the 2014 Operating Budget for Suffolk County Sewer District No. 4 - Smithtown 
Galleria, appropriating funds for operation and maintenance, authorizing the purchase of 
vehicles, authorizing the creation of positions and approving the user charge for Suffolk 
County Sewer District No. 4 - Smithtown Galleria (Co. Exec.).  I guess I'd like a comment 
from Commissioner Anderson before we entertain any motions.   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
This legislation has been tabled for some time due to the need for a public hearing and the findings 
to be accepted.  A public hearing was held, if I remember right, back in April.  The findings were 
accepted at the last legislative cycle so this legislation can move forward now.  Essentially this 
establishes the budget and allows the department to take over the district.  It'll start most likely 
in -- given the time of year, it will probably start in the beginning of next year, but we can proceed 
with taking over that district. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Would anyone like to make a motion? 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Well, where's the money coming from?  Because you are talking about purchasing the vehicle and 
creating four positions -- the creating of positions.  I'm sorry.  I'm looking at the four below it.  Is 
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this 477 money?  Where is the money.   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
This is a separate sewer district.  This is all -- this will be Sewer District 4.  It's got its own bounds.  
It'll essentially be its own self-sustaining district.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
When you said okay, is that in the form you make that motion? 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
I guess I'll make a motion. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Motion by Legislator Browning.  Is there a second?  Second by Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.    (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Muratore)   
 

Introductory Resolutions 
 

IR 1683 - Amending the 2014 Capital Budget and Program and appropriating funds in 
connection with improvements at the intersection of County Road 16, Horseblock Road, 
and County Road 21, Yaphank Avenue (CP 3312)(Browning).   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
I'll make a motion.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Motion by Legislator Browning.  Second by Legislator Barraga.  Any questions?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Would you like me to comment on this?   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Any issues with it?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
No, not at all. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Oh, great. 
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
I was just going to give a brief synopsis of it if you wanted.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Would anyone like a brief synopsis?   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
No.   
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LEG. BROWNING: 
It's a legitimate offset.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  
Legislator Barraga)   
 
IR 1700 - Appropriating funds in connection with Bulkheading at Various Locations (CP 
5375)(Co. Exec.).  I'll make that motion.  Is there a second?   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Second by Legislator Browning.  I'm going to ask for a brief synopsis on this one.   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
All right.  Thank you.  This is a request to appropriate $500,000 for construction of bulkheads.  
This is one of our general capital projects that we use throughout the County, although these funds 
are currently intended to repair bulkhead along Northwest Harbor out in -- along Northwest Landing 
Road in the vicinity of Cedar Point County Park.  It's out in East Hampton.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
I'm not that familiar with the one at Northwest, but it is a really long bulkhead.  Is there any 
drainage work associated with those, and does it have to be as big as it is?  I talked to Legislator 
Schneiderman about.  I also talked to someone else who uses that landing at the end of Northwest, 
by the creek there, and does the structure -- could it be -- could the structure be minimized 
somewhat?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
We don't believe so at this time.  That structure supports -- at least I know at one point a paved 
area as well as there's a ramp nearby, a small ramp that we use. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Right.  Okay.  The Cedar Point one I'm not familiar with at all.   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
This is just in the vicinity of Cedar Point County Park. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
But is it -- I mean, some places bulkheads were put in and things change over time.  By the time 
they deteriorate in 20 or 30 years things have changed.  Does it have to be done or is it something 
that  --  
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Yes, we believe it has to be done.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
All right.  I'll make a motion.  Is there any other questions?  I'll make a motion to approve.  Do we 
have the motion already?  Okay.  All in favor then?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  
4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Stern)   
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IR 1703 - Transferring Assessment Stabilization Reserve Funds to the Capital Fund, 
amending the 2014 Operating Budget, and appropriating funds for improvements to 
Suffolk County Sewer District No. 12 - Birchwood/Holbrook (CP 8143)(Co. Exec.).  Is there 
a motion?  Motion by Legislator Muratore.  Second by Legislator Barraga.  Does anyone have any 
need for a brief synopsis on this?  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not 
Present:  Legislator Stern)   
 
IR 1705 - Appropriating funds in connection with Reconstruction of CR 48, Middle Road 
(CP 5526)(Co. Exec.).  In Southold.  I'll make that motion.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Second by Legislator Browning.  Is there any -- I've got a question for you, Commissioner.  Is there 
any Federal or State money that we could use for this project?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
I believe this is fully County-funded. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Okay.  Do you know how far to the east this project goes? 
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Yes.  It goes from Horton Avenue over to Grove Road, so it's a little bit to the west of the last one. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Okay. 
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
It's out of the immediate Greenport area. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Okay.  Does anybody have any other question?  We have a motion and a second?  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Stern)   
 
IR 1706 - Amending the 2014 Capital Budget and Program and appropriating funds in 
connection with Port Jefferson-Wading River Rails to Trails Pedestrian and Bicycle Path 
(CP 5903)(Co. Exec.).  I'll make a motion.  Is there a second?   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Second by Legislator Barraga.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Can we get a --  
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
This requests to appropriate $680,000 for engineering and land acquisition.  This work is to further 
the Port Jefferson to Wading River Rails to Trails Pedestrian and Bicycle Path and is 100% 
reimbursable through Federal funds.  
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LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  So it's not County money.  
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Correct.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
And when would that work begin?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Well, the engineering would begin once the funds are in place.  We have selected the consultant, 
RBA, and they have been actually aware of this project for a long time.  This project has been 
around since I've been here, so they have been a proponent of it.  They have been the guys on the 
frontline and they're ready to go.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
What about the -- you said land acquisition, so I mean, is that -- is there -- is it going to be land 
acquisition like you're going to acquire the land and move forward with the project, or is it going to 
be -- are there some question marks there?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
I think that's there in case it's needed.  Right now what'll happen is they will start with community 
meetings to determine where exactly to put the rail to trail.  The main intent is to follow the old 
LIPA right-of-away.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
That's what I thought.  That's why I was wondering about the land acquisition.   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Yeah, I think that's just in there to begin if needed.  I don't believe there is any intent, but I can 
check and let you know.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Thank you.  Any other questions?  All right.  We have a motion and a second.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Stern)   
 
IR 1707 - Appropriating funds in connection with Improvements to CR 73, Roanoke 
Avenue (CP 5562)(Co. Exec.).  I'll make that motion.  
 
LEG. MURATORE: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Second by Legislator Muratore.  The question I have is when would this project begin?   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
I will get back to you on that.  Again, once the funding is in place we can go out to bid.  The 
design, I believe, is done.  We've done some small work in the area, fixed some basins, things like 
that, but the lion's share of the work, once we have the money appropriated, we can go out to bid.  
We're ready to go.   
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CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
And I want to thank you.  Your people came out to Riverhead and did an excellent community 
outreach program.  I think everyone really appreciated that and everyone is really happy until the 
traffic stops and the road gets torn up.  But they'll be really happy when it's done, so I appreciate 
your work on that.   
 
COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: 
Thank you for the kind words.  
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Any other comment?  Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  
4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Stern)   
 
IR 1718 - Authorizing execution of an amended agreement by the Administrative Head of 
SCSD No. 3 – Southwest with Damianos Pinelawn LLC - 41 Pine Lawn DR LLC (HU-1007.1).  
I'll make that motion.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Second.  
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
Second by Legislator Browning.  Does anyone have any questions?  All right.  I've got a motion 
and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  So moved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not 
Present:  Legislator Stern).  If anyone has -- if no one has any other business --  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Motion to adjourn.   
 
CHAIRMAN KRUPSKI: 
We are adjourned.  

 
(*The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m.*) 


