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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

OF THE 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

A meeting of the Public Safety Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature was held in the Rose Y. 
Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building, 725 Veterans 
Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York, on May 28, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Members Present: 
Legislator Kate Browning - Chairperson 
Legislator Kara Hahn 
Legislator William Spencer 
Legislator Monica Martinez 
Legislator Leslie Kennedy 
 
Members Not Present: 
Legislator Rob Calarco - Vice Chair  
 
Also in Attendance: 
George Nolan - Counsel to the Legislature 
Sara Simpson - Assistant Counsel to the Legislature 
Jason Richberg - Chief Deputy Clerk/Suffolk County Legislature 
D.J. Russo - Legislative Aide 
John Ortiz - Senior Budget Analyst/Budget Review Office 
Michael Pitcher - Aide to Presiding Officer Gregory 
Josh Slaughter - Aide to Legislator Browning 
Bill Shilling - Aide to Legislator Calarco 
Alyssa Turano - Aide to Legislator Hahn 
Elizabeth Alexander - Aide to Legislator Spencer 
Ali Nazir - Aide to Legislator Kennedy 
Zack Viola - Aide to Legislator Kennedy 
Katie Horst - County Executive Assistant 
Kerri Suoto - County Executive Assistant 
Robert Braun - County Attorney's Office 
Patrice Dhlopolsky - Director/Suffolk County Probation Department 
Linda Lagnese - Vice President/SC Probation Officer's Association 
Matthew Porter - Unit President/SC Probation Officer's Association 
Bill Doherty - Lieutenant/Chief of Dept's Office/SCPD 
Mike Sharkey - Chief Deputy Sheriff/SCSO 
Bob Holley - Director/SC Fire Academy 
Ed Johnston - Deputy Director/SC Fire Academy 
Lou Tuttone - First Vice-President/PBA 
Russ McCormick - Sergeant-at-Arms/SOA 
John Becker - President/Suffolk County Deputy Sheriffs PBA 
Arthur Sanchez - Secretary/Suffolk County Deputy Sheriffs PBA 
John Cowie - First Vice-President/Suffolk County Superior Officer's Association   
All Other Interested Parties 
 
Taken By: 
Lucia Braaten - Court Stenographer 
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(*The meeting was called to order at 10:16 a.m.*) 

 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Good morning.  We'll start the Public Safety Committee meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance,    
led by Legislator Hahn.   
 

(*Salutation*) 
 

And a moment of silence for those who defend our country at home and abroad, and also for the 
recent Police Officer who was killed in Omaha.   
 

(*Moment of Silence*) 
 

Thank you.  Okay.  Good morning.  We have no cards.  And Legislator Calarco will not be here this 
morning.  We wish them a lot of luck.  He's in the hospital with his wife, she's in labor.  So hoping 
everything goes well today.   
 
So there are no cards.  Let's see.  I know -- is there anyone who would like to speak on any issues?  
Mike, have you got anything going on?   
 
CHIEF SHARKEY: 
No.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
No?  And I see the Deputy Sheriffs are here.  Contract yet?   
 
MR. BECKER: 
Not yet.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
No?  Okay.  We can only hope.  Also, Patrice, do you have any issues?   
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
No.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
No?  Bob, nothing?  Fire Academy, nothing?  Welcome to Phil.  DPW is here.  And Police 
Department, anything?   
 
LIEUTENANT DOHERTY: 
No.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I know I did send a letter.  I'm not going to ask anything about it, but I did send a letter May 13th.  
I know you got a copy of my email.  If you could ask the Commissioner if they could get back to us, 
and, Katie, the County Exec's Office, if they would like to respond to my letter dated May 13th.  I 
think the Public Safety Committee have all received a copy of that letter, so a response in a timely 
fashion would be appreciated.  Thank you.   
 
Anyway, with that, I guess -- does anybody have any questions for anybody before we start?  No?  
This is going to be one of the quickest Public Safety meetings.   
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INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS 
 

We have Introductory Resolutions:  1391 - Appropriating funds in connection with the 
renovations at the Yaphank Correctional Facility (CP 3009) (Sponsor: County Executive).  
I'll make a motion to approve; second, Legislator Spencer.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Yes, second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Do you have any questions?  Questions, no?  Second, yes?   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Yes, absolutely.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's approved.   
(Vote: Approved 5-0-0-1/Not Present: Legislator Calarco) 
 
1394 - Accepting and appropriating a grant as pass-thru funding from the New York State 
Division of Criminal Justice Services to the Suffolk County Department of Probation for the 
S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Act Program with 75% support (Sponsor: County 
Executive).  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Motion.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Motion, Legislator Spencer; second, Legislator Hahn.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
It is approved.  (Vote: Approved 5-0-0-1/Not Present: Legislator Calarco) 
 
1415 - Approving the re-appointment of Timothy Crafts as a member of the Suffolk County 
Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services (Commission) (Sponsor: County Executive).  Motion 
to approve, Legislator Kennedy; second, Legislator Spencer.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
It's approved.  (Vote: Approved 5-0-0-1/Not Present: Legislator Calarco) 
 
1416 -Approving the re-appointment of Vincent Bologna Jr. as a member of the Suffolk 
County Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services Commission (Sponsor: County Executive).  
I'll do same motion, same second, same vote.  (Vote: Approved 5-0-0-1/Not Present: 
Legislator Calarco)  
 
1417- Approving the re-appointment of Arthur P. Bloom as a member of the Suffolk 
County Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services Commission (Sponsor: County Executive).  
I'll do same motion, same second, same vote.  (Vote: Approved 5-0-0-1/Not Present: 
Legislator Calarco). 
 
And with that, there is nothing more on the agenda.  Oh, good, good.  I'm sorry.  I did draw a 
blank on the name of the Police Officer in Omaha, Nebraska.  Her name was Kerrie Orozco.  So our 
prayers go out to the family.   
 
So with that, there is nothing more on the agenda.  Well, there isn't anybody here from FRES.  So I 
was at the FRES meeting last night, just as an FYI.  There are seven new Dispatchers being hired, 
but I also found out that five have already put in for retirement.  So we're now back going into the 
negative again, and there's possibly six going to be retiring within the year.  So we're back in the 
negative, but the test is still open, and hopefully they'll be replaced.   
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So anyway, get back to -- I'll make a motion to adjourn; second, Legislator Kennedy, and we are 
adjourned.   
 

(*The meeting was adjourned at 10:21 a.m.*)  


