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Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer 
 

(*The meeting was called to order at 11:17 A.M.*) 
 

CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Would everyone please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to be led by Legislator Martinez 
 

Salutation 
 

And a moment of silence for those who serve our country at home and abroad. 
 

Moment of Silence Observed  
 
Thank you.  So this is our last Public Safety meeting before the holiday, so I'd like to wish everyone 
a Happy Hanukah, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  And we will move -- we have one 
speaker, and that is Clarice Murphy. 
 

(*Legislator Hahn entered the meeting at 11:19 A.M.*)   
 

MS. MURPHY: 
I'm Clarice Murphy.  I'm the interim Executive Director at VIBS, Victims Information Bureau of 
Suffolk, and I'm here just to give my support, short and sweet, to Resolution 1859-14, To prohibit 
the unauthorized use of tracking devices.   
 
I can tell you our work with victims of domestic violence, who are working very, very hard to keep 
themselves safe, very often they go through all the measures that they can, they petition for orders 
of protection, they move, they change jobs, they do many things to keep their selves and their 
children safe, but unfortunately, very often offenders are appearing seemingly out of nowhere.  The 
victims are scared, they're confused, they're not sure how this has happened, and we later come to 
find that it is through use of GPS features.  So I believe this resolution will go a long way to helping 
keep victims safe.   
 
My agency also has an Offender Intervention Program, so I also feel the agency is really in a good 
position to reinforce knowledge of this should it become law.  And part of our job is to hold 
accounters offendable (sic) for changing future behavior, and part of that will be to reinforce that it 
is against the law to use these devices.  So I hope you support the measure  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you, Clarice.   
 
Is there anyone else?  I have no more cards.  Is there anyone else in the room who would like to 
speak?  No?  Okay.   
 
I have been asked, I believe Mr. Schaum is here.  So I'd like to make a motion to take out of 
order -- I'm trying to find the bill.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Which one is it?  I'm trying to find the bill.  What's the number on that?   
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MR. SLAUGHTER: 
The last one.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
It's the last one.  Okay, yeah, so all the more reason why to take it out of order.   
 
2162, I'm making a motion to take it out of order.  Second, Legislator Kennedy.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's out of order. (VOTE: 6-0-0-1 - Not Present: Legislator Spencer). 
 
And I'll make a motion, 2162-14 - Appointing Gary Shaum as a member of the Suffolk 
County Vocational Educational Extension Board (Lindsay).  I'll make a motion to approve.  
Do I have a second?   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
(Raised hand).  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Kennedy.  Mr. Schaum, good morning.  And if you'd like to just tell us a little bit 
about yourself.   
 
MR. SCHAUM: 
Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Unfortunately -- I brought a resume with me, if you'd like to 
look at it.  I didn't bring enough copies, but this way it would just --  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
That's fine.  And I think some of us have already received a copy.  
 
MR. SLAUGHTER: 
It's in your binder. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Yes. 
 
MR. SCHAUM: 
I started my fire service career back when I was 17-years old.  I've come up through the ranks of 
volunteer fire service, I've held all the positions in the volunteer fire service.  I'm presently a 
Commissioner in the fire district.   
 
My employment is I work for the Brookhaven National Laboratory Fire Department/Fire Rescue.  
I've been an EMT for 35 years, I've went to quite a few schoolings.  I've been several presidents of 
several different organizations in the County.  I used to be a County fire coordinator, I was a County 
fire instructor for a couple of years.   
And that's what my career is up until this point, professionally and voluntarily.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Anyone have any questions?  No?  I guess you must know a friend of mine, Jimmy Vass?   
 
MR. SCHAUM: 
Yes, I do. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Yeah, a good guy.  Anyway, I guess there are no -- oh, sorry, Legislator Kennedy has a question.  
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
Not so much a question, but just I -- so you're familiar with the academy, then, and the operations 
and the, you know, field training, scheduling and the resources that are there and you feel 
comfortable coming on to the balance of the board to help us keep those items in place?   
 
MR. SCHAUM: 
Yes, I do, Mr. Kennedy.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay, good.  That's great.  Thank you, Sir, and thank you for your willingness to serve.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Yeah.  And again, thank you, too, for your willingness to serve and the many years you have 
served.  So there was a motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's been 
approved (VOTE: 6-0-0-1 - Not Present: Legislator Spencer).  Congratulations. 
 
MR. SCHAUM: 
I'd like to thank you for your vote of confidence, Ladies and Gentlemen.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And Tuesday it's back up again in front of the full Legislature on Tuesday, but you don't need to 
come. 
 
MR. SCHAUM: 
Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you. 
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Thank you for your service to our community.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  There was a couple of questions I had.  I know that we're going -- a couple we'll get into the 
bill on, that we're going to --   I don't know if there will be any questions when we get to it.  But 
again, we had the communications.  I have been asking at every committee meeting about our 
communications system and I know that there's been some negotiations and a bid.  So Chief White, 
I see you're here.  I don't know if you want bring anybody with you or you're on your own.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
I'm on my own.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Oh, my God, you're in trouble (laughter).   
 
So, again, I've been asking at every meeting how we're doing, where we're at and hurry up and get 
this done. 
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Hello.  Good morning, Madam Chair; I do know you've been asking.  And good morning, 
Legislators.  You certainly have shown your interest in the project, and we appreciate the fact that 
you are so interested in the project and so concerned with public safety, as we are.   
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Just a quick brief, and very quickly, in the 700, 800 Megahurtz System upgrade that we are 
anticipating and that we have a Capital Project approved for which will ask for the appropriation of 
money in early 2015.  The 800 Megahurtz Radio System we have now is aging.  A lot of the 
equipment is obsolete and we're very concerned that at some point we're going to have potential 
issues where we would have difficulties in communication.  So we recognized this when we brought 
Mike Postel, our new Communications Director in last year and had him do an evaluation of the 
system, and he concurred that we really need to replace or upgrade the system.   
 
The system, as you know, is a Police Department administered system, but it affects every County 
agency, you know, from FRES to the District Attorney to Probation to the Sheriff’s Department; even 
as far as County buses are on the system.  So it's really critical in a public safety system that has to 
be up and running.   
 
When we looked at this, we had some early indications that the project would be, you know, in the 
$30 million range from at least one vendor.  We looked at it from a perspective -- and myself with 
an accounting background and the Commissioner with a CPA -- of trying to get the best value for the 
taxpayers as well as the best system we could possibly get.  So we didn't want to rush into the 
decision making process.  So in early 2014, we tried to find the vendors that would be available for 
a project this big, and it really came down to three vendors:  It's PMP Tait, a New Zealand company 
which is a very, very reputable company who has a lot of military contracts; Harris Communications, 
another company; and Motorola Solutions, who is our current vendor who built our current system.  
And we put together a very, very detailed, in July -- what we did, we wanted to use State contract 
pricing, because everything that we need is available on State contract pricing.  We wanted to 
follow the Comptroller's rules, and I know we have Comptroller-Elect, Legislator Kennedy here, in 
that we don't do what happened many years ago where somebody came in with State contract 
pricing and we just said, Oh, it's State contract pricing, we'll buy it.  We tried to get a better price 
than State contract pricing.   
 
So we put out this request for quotes based on State contract pricing.  It was a very, very specific 
and very, very long list of things that we would need to run the system.  It was developed by Mike 
Postel and Greg Miniutti from FRES -- it was a joint effort, since they're a very, very big user of the 
system -- and had vendors, three vendors; we asked those three vendors to put in quotes by 
September 5th.  PMP Tait dropped out, they didn't want to bid on the project or provide a quote on 
the project.  Harris communications and Motorola did put in a quote for the project.  So over the 
last -- since September, over the last few months, we had a committee of Greg Miniutti from FRES 
and Mike Postel from the Police Department examining the proposals to see whether they met the 
requirements and, they finished that a couple of days ago.  On the 9th they submitted it to me with 
their recommendation, which I approved and agreed with and gave it to the Commissioner 
yesterday, and he approved it and he spoke with the County Executive's Office yesterday also and 
we notified the vendors.   
 
As part of the process, we kept this -- we wanted a confidential, fair, impartial, dispassionate 
process and that's what we got.  And we told the vendors they would know first when we decided, 
and we told them at 9:15 this morning that Harris Communications did not get the contract and 
Motorola Solutions will get the contract.  So you're the first to know, other than the vendors and the 
County Executive's Office, that we've chosen Motorola Solutions for this project.  And we think it's 
going to -- we have a long-standing relationship with them, they're an excellent, reputable company.  
They followed and met every single requirement that we had in the system and we think it's going to 
bring us into the mid-21st Century with this.  And we also included in here a five-year upgrade 
which would be part of this contract.   
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So radio system technology has changed over the years from just the towers and the hardware; like 
everything else in the world, they're computer-based and IP, Internet Protocol type of equipment.  
So we'll get that upgraded as part of this project, too.  So we're really pleased and happy that we're 
moving forward. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Good.  And so my next question is we're at the end of the year, and I remember before you put the 
bid out, many of the conversations that the offer from Motorola was -- basically, at the end of this 
year is when their offer would expire.  And I know that it was starting out as a zero interest lease 
and I know that they're prepared and ready, willing and able to start effective today.   
 
So I know that we can't lay a bill on the table, you know, for Tuesday.  What I would like to see is 
could we get a CN?  I know we don't need to appropriate the funds right away, but to have an 
agreement set up with Motorola.  I know that we have to do the agreement with them, but being 
that we are using them and they said that they would be ready, willing and able -- and over the 
course of the conversations, I know we have the towers, the cell towers, that there's base stations 
that need to be repaired or replaced, and I know that that's one of our problems is the base 
stations, is where there are some outages and issues.  That it's not costing us money if we sign that 
agreement tomorrow.   
 
Again, like you said, it's our communication system for the entire County.  That it makes sense to 
move with it ASAP.  And so I don't know that anybody in the Public Safety Committee would like to 
ask any questions or jump in.  I know, DuWayne, you've been involved in some of those 
conversations.   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
If you wouldn't mind letting me comment on what you spoke about; is that okay?   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Sure, go ahead.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
What you're talking about, the proposal expires, this is nothing -- this proposal that we asked for 
does not expire, it does not expire at the end of the year.  What happened, what you're speaking 
about is in late 2013, Motorola came proactively to us with a proposal to upgrade the radio system 
with an expiration date of the end of 2013.  We weren't ready to act on that because, as I 
explained, we wanted to do this process.  And that proposal, actually, was for $28.2 million, you 
know, and as you see, the Capital Project is for $21 million now.  So after going through this, 
getting the requirements together and making sure we got the best value for the taxpayer.  So 
there is no expiration on this.  This went out in July, was due in September and the proposal stands 
as is with no date attached to it whatsoever.   
 
The Capital Project itself, as you know, begins in 2015.  We do plan to try to put forth a resolution, 
not a CN, because we still have to contract with Motorola which will take some time.  It's going to 
be a fairly complex contract, so we're not going to just sign an agreement per se, we're going to 
contract to make sure we're going to have everything covered that we need covered for the life of 
this project, which will take probably a couple of years for it to be completed.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Right. 
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CHIEF WHITE: 
The good news is, you know, Motorola has been supporting our equipment and supporting it well; I 
think they'll continue to do that.  There is a concern about the radio system, but it's not something 
that we have some kind of imminent knowledge that there's going to be some massive issue 
tomorrow.  We just knew if we kept going, the equipment's obsolete, if something goes down, we 
even talked about this before, you might even have to go to E-Baby to get parts, and that's not a 
good situation for us to be in with a public safety radio system.  So we're moving as quickly as we 
think that we can. 
 

(*Legislator Spencer entered the meeting at 11:33 A.M.*)   
 

CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  So I know that we have to do the agreement, I know that we need to get it done.  But 
personally, I think if you want to do a CN for Monday, I would like to see that so we could move on 
it.   
 
I did notice Mr. Golder or Golden -- I'm sorry, I'm not sure if I remember your name --  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Golder, Tom Golder. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
-- is actually here from Motorala.  And, you know, I'd be curious, I don't know if -- obviously, if 
Motorola would -- if you wouldn't mind coming up and explaining to me what components and 
what -- say you were ready to start work tomorrow; what's the first thing that you guys would do in 
our system to get it up and start working on it and make it better?   
 
MR. GOLDER: 
Good morning, Madam Chair.  My name is Tom Golder, Motorola Solutions.   What we are already 
engaged in is pre-building the system.  So what we'll be able to do is ship out the infrastructure 
equipment by the end of the month, and what we would be focusing on is the base stations that 
have come into play.  Typically the MSF base stations which are no longer supported, parts are no 
longer readily available; we can have those rotated out, replaced with our new GTR base stations.  
Particular problems with the MSFs is that they are compromising three of the four control channels 
of the Suffolk County system, and the control channels are a very important component, they allow 
the radios to be recognized and used in the system.  So if you had a series of MSF base stations fail, 
it could result in some extreme conditions.  So we're able -- we're pre-building the system and 
we're able to ship by the end of this year.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
So --  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
If we -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Let me -- I don't know if George wants to jump in, John wants to jump in.  Okay, you've 
made your decision.  So let's go through the process of you've decided you're going to go with 
Motorola, you have to sign a contract with them, so clearly they can't start work until you sign a 
contract.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Right.  And you know -- 
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CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Do we have to do a -- so we have to do a resolution to accept the contract; yes, no?   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
No.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
So give me the process.  
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
So Legislator Browning, at this point in time, the process as far as the Administration sees it is that 
we need to appropriate the Capital funding for it.  The Capital funding is in the 2015 Capital Budget.   
We are exploring with the department.  And I think it's probably pretty likely, but you know that I 
don't like to commit to things that I'm not a hundred percent sure about, but I think that it's 
probably pretty likely that at the December 15th meeting, we will be laying a Capital Project on the 
table that will go through the committee process early next year and we should be able to move 
forward from there. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  So what happened to the 0% interest deal that was from way back when; does that still 
exist?  Which is why I'm saying, is if you were to sign the agreement because of that 0% interest, 
you should be able to go ahead and start and yet we can -- we can have the agreement with them 
to start tomorrow.  Okay, I'm not maybe saying quite tomorrow.  However, they're saying that 
they could get things moving, that you would actually have some equipment upgraded, you know,  
at the very early part of next year.   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Well, let me just go back to -- you know, you're speaking with Mr. Golder.  I have the utmost 
respect for him and he was a Nassau County communications professional and he's great at what he 
does and he's also a vendor now. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Right.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
You know, I go with what my Communications Director, our expert in the County, tells me and, you 
know, I don't think we need to move forward that quickly.  I think we can go with the process as is.  
Could there be an issue here or there?  Yeah, but we think they're not insurmountable at this point.   
 
When we go back to the zero interest, we looked at that and we consulted with the County Attorney 
and we have concerns about the legality and whether or not we would be able to take that offer 
where we're getting equipment in advance of appropriating money or having everything available for 
this.  So we did not get, in this new proposal, any kind of zero interest, that was not part of the 
proposal, looking for either a -- one of the proposals on the early -- in the first go-around with 
Motorola was to spread the cost over a number of years and build the system first, no payments in 
the first years.  You know, we want to handle this as we do with all our Capital Projects, and the 
County Attorney was okay with us going in that direction. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  John, I know that you've been involved in some of the conversations, and I know that before 
the bid went out, the 0% interest was something that was presented to us.  Do you have anything 
you'd like to add?   
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MR. ORTIZ: 
The only thing I can add really is that Motorola brought the cost down a significant level to avoid us 
having to pay the interest.  So over the course of the project, we're saving a significant amount of 
money. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Right.  But -- okay.  And Mr. Gold -- Golder? 
 
MR. GOLDER: 
Golder, yes. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, sorry. 
 
MR. GOLDER: 
It's okay. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Is the agreement between the County and Motorola, does that expire at the end of this year, the 
end of next year? 
 
MR. GOLDER: 
No, there's no expiration on the proposal.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay. 
 
MR. GOLDER: 
There is a date that has passed on the lease of September 23rd, I believe it was, expiration.  We're 
able to continue the terms as is.  It's zero percent, it enables the County to get a shovel in the 
ground ASAP, and it matches, the payments match the allocations of the budget of 2015-2016.   
And we're actually under the proposed amount of 21.9, we're at 20.8 at this point. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Does anybody have any questions?  DuWayne?   
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Thank you.  Chief, you had mentioned that they're -- originally there was a difference in the Capital 
Project budgeted amount and the proposed amount.  Are we in line with what we budgeted or 
below?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Yeah.  When I spoke before, I said we will at least -- we have enough money, the Capital Project 
will cover it.  Motorola's proposal as is is $20.8 million, which is below the Capital Project.   
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Okay.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
My only concern and the reason I didn't say $20.8 million immediately is if we have some 
unanticipated type of issues that come up.   
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P.O. GREGORY: 
Right.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
We would hope to do it for $20.8 million, but if there's some unanticipated issues that come up that 
weren't recognized in this process of evaluating the sites and things that we may need in addition, or 
if new radio users come onto the system before it's finished, you know, it could go a little higher if 
we purchase some additional equipment, necessary equipment.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Okay.  But barring any unanticipated costs, we're pretty much in line with what we budgeted. 
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Yes.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
We're certainly not millions of dollars below budget.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
No, we're not millions of dollars below budget.  We're about --  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Or exceeding our budget, excuse me.  Okay,  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
No, we're not exceeding the budget, and our plan is not to exceed the budget.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Right, right.  And your -- and I'm okay with your time line.  I mean, you feel -- you know, you 
made a decision, but you certainly want to do your due diligence as you go through the contract 
process.  And you said it's going to take a few months, you imagine?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
We're not sure about the length, but we're going to start it Monday, so.   
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Okay.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
So we're not going to sit on it. 
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
And you've stated that --  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
We'll move forward immediately.  If we can get it done in two days it would be great.  If it takes 
two months it takes two months, but we're going to expedite it as quickly as possible.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
And you've said that you don't anticipate any serious problems with the system in the meantime.   
 
 
 



December 11, 2014 - Public Safety Committee 

11 

 

CHIEF WHITE: 
No.  I mean, the system is working fine, it's been working fine.  We have our communications 
technicians who maintain it as best they can and keep it moving.  The parts that are 
necessary -- our only issue would be if there's some parts unavailable.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Okay.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
But Motorola has always come through in helping us locate those parts and we anticipate they'll 
continue to do that.  I know Communications Director Postel -- this is not an imminent situation.  
Actually, the Capital Project was really scheduled for 2016, we moved it up to 2015 because of our 
concerns.  So really, we wouldn't even be having this conversation for another year --  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Right.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
-- if the Capital Project went along as determined.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Right.  
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
So there is nothing, no indication of any imminent problem that's going to take down the radio 
system.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Right.  Okay.  All right, thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Right.  And I remember us having a conversation about the need to move it up because of the 
antiquated system we have.  You know, I know John's been involved in the meetings.  
Explain -- maybe Mr. Golder, because you do the technical stuff.  I used to work for an electric 
company and I kind of understand the base stations to be similar to a substation.  So if anything 
goes wrong with one of our base stations, if there's an outage in our base station, what parts or 
what can you repair in a base station if something goes wrong or if there's an outage of some kind 
and what can you not fix?  Do you have parts to fix anything?  That's my question. 
 
MR. GOLDER: 
Yes.  A majority of the base stations are Quantars, so there are parts readily available.  The MSFs 
are ones without parts.  But I need to clarify; we're not the maintenance provider.  We support the 
County, but it's self-maintained by the Police Department, and they have been doing a great job in 
soldering and rummaging through an existing base station to rebuild another one.  I mean, that's 
acknowledged and we're in there doing our other reasons for other the projects.  Through those 
projects, we are assisting wherever we can at no cost to Motorola.  And honestly, that's the way it 
would always be with continued services. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
How many base stations do we have; do you know?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Off the top of my head it's ten, but Tom could tell me, I think.   
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MR. GOLDER: 
Yeah, there will be -- well, there's ten sites and 22 channels at each site, so that's approximately 
220 base stations.  We've got an IR site out in Huntington as well. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Thank you.  But again, you know, I think that the offer that's been made, I'm of the 
sense -- and I know what you're saying about this wasn't supposed to happen till 2016, but we saw 
the urgency to move it up to 2015.  And being that they're willing to start the work tomorrow 
without us actually appropriating the money -- you have an agreement, you know you're going with 
them, and if they're willing to start the work tomorrow, I feel let's get it done.   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Thanks.  You know, I'll note that and I'll talk to the Commissioner and the County Attorney and we'll 
at least consider it.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Well, I appreciate it.  Anyone have any other questions?  John?   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Chief, hi.  How are you?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
Fine, thank you, Legislator.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Tell me a little bit about with the implementation of the system, the new system.  What, if any, 
impact there's going to be on the other departments, the other users.  Town departments, village 
departments, interaction, you know, with the ambulance companies, any of the other outliers that 
rely on some of that communication; have they been involved?  Are they aware of what the impacts 
are going to be?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
They have been involved.  You know, Director Postel has made with the Town Village Police Chiefs; 
and FRES has, through Commissioner Williams, put out notifications to the fire departments and 
Greg Miniutti, their communications director, has been out explaining to the fire departments what is 
happening.   
 
From an overall perspective, anything that -- any equipment that is provided to any of these town, 
village or associated agencies by the County will be replaced in this Capital Project by the County.  
There will be absolutely no change in what the -- as part of the contracts or requirements of what 
the associated agencies here or utilize initially for at least a period of a few years after the project is 
done, so you're talking down the road.   
 
We've met with -- Legislator Krupski had us out and Legislator Schneiderman on the East End, 
myself and Mike Postel met with the East End law enforcement agencies explaining in detail to them 
what the project's about.   
 
The radios work now.  Most of the agencies now have been buying based on our belief that sooner 
or later we would upgrade to what is called P-25 Compliant National Standard Radios.  Most of the 
departments have been buying that equipment on their own, the stuff that they own.  The 
others -- the other radios, even the ones that aren't P-25 compliant, will work, they just won't get 
some of the benefits of the system like GPS and things of that nature.  They will have to replace 
those at some point, they already anticipate doing that.  That would be like -- that would be the 
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radios they have purchased for themselves and they would purchase new radios for themselves, but 
they've all been talked to about this.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Does this have any involvement with the dispatch functions?  Is there any interplay with the PSAPs, 
or is this exclusively like truck-based and personal-based communications?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
It's the Trunked Radio System, it has interaction with FRES.  The good news is we upgraded, 
through a project that Motorola did some years ago, I think it was in the early 2010 range, 
somewhere around there, we upgraded the consoles in both FRES and the Police Department; so 
those are already done so they won't be part of this project.  There won't be any kind of work being 
done in any of the PSAPs per se.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Not our County PSAPs, but none of the other ten that are out there that are the non-County PSAPS, 
they're not going to be impacted by this?   
 
CHIEF WHITE: 
No, they're not.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  All right, thank you.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Any other questions?  No?  Okay.   
 
Well, I think I've said my peace.  So again, I know that this is an important issue.  I know we have 
some serious weather conditions that could potentially happen.  I don't want to see a failure.  I 
don't want to see any problems with our system, where our fire departments, ambulance companies 
or anyone in the County could potentially wind up with a problem.  So I think enough said.  So 
anyway, thank you, Mr. Golder. 
 
MR. GOLDER: 
You're welcome. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you, Chief.  I have to say, I know you've worked hard on this issue.  I know you know it's 
important.   
 
So I don't think there's any -- I see Chief Sharkey's here; anything?   
 
CHIEF SHARKEY: 
(Shook head no). 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
No.  And I guess there's a couple of bills, I guess, when we get to them, Patrice, I think we might 
have some questions for you.  Anyone else?  Bob Holley, do you have anything?   
 
MR. HOLLEY:   
No, ma'am. 
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CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, thank you.  So on the resolutions. 
 
      Tabled Resolutions 
 
1759-14 - Adopting Local Law No.    2014, a Charter Law to provide for fair and equitable 
distribution of public safety sales and compensating use tax revenues (Schneiderman).   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Motion. 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Motion to table. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
There was a motion by Legislator Spencer.  Motion to table, Legislator Calarco.  I'll second the 
table.  Is there a second on the motion?  No?  Okay, so tabling takes precedence.  So there was a 
motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Opposed. 
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
(Raised hand). 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Two oppositions; Legislator Spencer and our Presiding Officer.  Tabled (VOTE: 
5-2-0-0 - Opposed:  Legislator Spencer & Presiding Officer Gregory). 
 
1859-14 - Adopting Local Law No.    2014, a Local Law to prohibit the use of 
unauthorized tracking devices (Browning).  I'll make a motion to approve.  
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And second, Legislator Hahn.  Any questions?  No?  Okay, all in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
It's approved (7-0-0-0). 
 
1949-14 - To enforce domestic violence orders of protection using GPS monitoring (Hahn).  
Motion.  Patrice, if you -- oh, there is a motion to table.   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I'll second that.  So I guess no discussion.  I know that Kara's working this out with Probation, so 
we appreciate that.  And so all in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0). 
 
2055-14 - Establishing requirements for a school speed zone camera program 
(Schneiderman). 
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LEG. SPENCER: 
Motion to table subject to call.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And I'll second that, table subject to call.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's tabled 
subject to call (VOTE: 7-0-0-0). 
 
     INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS 
 
2090-14 - Accepting and appropriating a grant in the amount of $22,980 from the New 
York State Governor's Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC FFY2015) Police Traffic Safety 
(PTS) Program with 100% support for the Sheriff's Traffic Safety Initiative (County 
Executive).  I make a motion to approve and place on the Consent Calendar.   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Calarco.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? It's approved (and placed on 
the Consent Calendar - VOTE: 7-0-0-0). 
 
2091-14 - Accepting and appropriating a grant in the amount of $12,000 from the New 
York State Governor's Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC FFY2015) Child Passenger Safety 
Program with 100% support for the Sheriff's Traffic Safety Initiative (County Executive).  
Same motion, same second, same vote.  (Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar 
(VOTE: 7-0-0-0). 
 
2102-14 - Accepting and appropriating a grant as pass-thru funding from the New York 
State Division of Criminal Justice Services to the Suffolk County Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council with 89.43% support for the Long Island Regional Youth Task Force 
(County Executive).  Motion to approve; I'll make that motion.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
On the motion?   
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
Second.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Does anyone know what the Long Island Regional Youth Task Force is and what it does?   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Patrice, would you like to come up?  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Yes, sure.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
So we had a motion.  And second, Legislator Martinez; yes? 
 
LEG. MARTINEZ: 
Yes.  
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CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  And Patrice? 
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Good morning.  The Long Island Regional Youth Task Force is an initiative through the State.  What 
the State has done is divided up into ten regions and encouraged all of the counties to do regional 
planning for services for youth, basically in the area of trying to prevent detention and placement.  
So they have provided us with funding in order to further that.  So Nassau and Suffolk are the 
region here.   
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
So this helps in the coordination of it, or is it for administrative costs?   
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Basically coordination of this and in the implementing of some programs.  Not direct services so 
much to the youth, but the planning of programs that we can come up with that will divert children 
from the Family Court system and, if they get into the Family Court system, from placement and 
detention.  
 
P.O. GREGORY: 
Okay.  All right, thank you.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
You're welcome.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And that kind of ties in to the Safe Program that we're currently working on?   
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Well, it does.  I mean, basically we're trying to take a coordinated approach to helping youth, to 
keep them out of trouble, and if they get into trouble, to dealing with them in the most effective 
fashion.  And in the one which is the least -- the least strict based on the ability to curtail the 
behavior that's brought them into the system.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And I think -- I don't know if Monica wants to do it in the Human Services Committee or we can do it 
in Public Safety, but I know that things are moving very well, and so I think probably the early part 
of next year, once things are better established, we'd like you to come in and explain the Safe 
Program,, what's going on.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Certainly.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, thank you.  And I'll talk to Monica.  I don't know if you want to do it in your committee, or 
we'll do it in Public Safety, whichever.   
 
LEG. MARTINEZ: 
Okay.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
So we had a motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? It's approved   
(VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
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2108-16 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal funds awarded as pass-thru funding 
by the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services to the Suffolk County 
Department of Probation and authorizing the County Executive to execute related 
agreements (County Executive).  Motion to approve and place on the Consent Calendar.  
Second, Legislator Hahn.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's approved (and placed on 
the Consent Calendar - VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
2109-14 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal funds awarded by the U.S. Marshals 
Service to the Suffolk County Department of Probation and authorizing the County 
executive to execute related agreements (County Executive).  Same motion, same second, 
same vote.  (Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar - VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
2110-14 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal funds awarded by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to the Suffolk County Department of Probation and authorizing 
the County Executive to execute related agreements (County Executive).  Same motion, 
same second, same vote (Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar - VOTE: 7-0-0-0).   
 
2111-14 - Accepting and appropriating 62% State Aid reimbursement funds awarded by 
the New York State Office of Children and Family Services to the Suffolk County 
Department of Probation and authorizing the County Executive to execute related 
agreements (County Executive).  Motion to approve, Legislator Spencer?   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Yes.  Just through Counsel; all these pass-thru, they're all tied in together?  What are these 
different -- is this part of one program with several different areas that the funds are going to, or are 
these all just separate streams of pass-thru funds. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Patrice, do you want to come up again?   
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Sure.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Maybe you want to just stay here (laughter).  It's all about Probation today.   
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Hello again.  Yes, this is funding for several different programs under the auspices of a State 
program that provides funding for programs designed specifically to keep children out of detention, 
this is direct services.  So incorporated within this are several different initiatives.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Okay.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
All of which will be funded through this.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Okay.  So these are all tied in together but they're going to different initiatives.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Yes, they are.  
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LEG. SPENCER: 
That's my question.  And just to BRO, I'm not sure if you are aware, just on those last four or five 
resolutions, can you just give me the dollar amounts on those; or BRO, can you do that, or Counsel?   
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
I can if you let me just pull out my paperwork.  (Brief pause).  On the -- what number would this 
be?  The one that comes from the State is for funding for the department to monitor ignition 
interlock devices, that amount would be a maximum of $372,000 based on -- it's a per head of how 
many people actually are placed on ignition interlock.  For the resolution from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, $17,374.   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
I apologize, I actually found them in my briefing.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Okay.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
But I guess my question, or what I'm getting at with my line, because this came out I think at the 
General Meeting and it just popped into my head.  Great programs, it's pass-thru funds; home run, 
we should accept them.  What happens, we were saying, next year we get these students, are these 
renewable funds?  Is it now all of a sudden the Federal pipeline disappears and now we're going to 
be -- are we going to be able to continue these programs?  And it's just a question we should ask.  
It sounds great, Hey, the money's coming in, let's accept it, but I also don't want to get these kids, 
or start to provide these services and then we find out that the funding dries up.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
These have been -- many of these have been renewed year after year.  A lot of them have to do 
with our partnership with various agencies; the U.S. Marshall Service, the FBI.  We have Probation 
Officers who are being funded for overtime expenses in terms of working with them.  Frankly, if the 
funding for that ended, our involvement with the task forces would end, but that would probably be 
based on them dissolving the task forces, which to date has not happened.  These have been 
renewed year after year.  And we have found that our involvement with these agencies has 
been -- promotes the safety of the community.  We've had several -- as a matter of fact, several of 
the Probation Officers were honored last year at the County Executive's Address to the Legislature in 
terms of having made several arrests that came out of our involvement with the FBI; and in terms of 
the Marshals, we have tracked down fugitives.  And so they will continue as long as the funding 
continues.  If the funding continues the program will continue; the Probation Officer will still be 
employed by the department but, we won't be funding the overtime.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Thank you.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
You're welcome.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Is that all?   
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
I'm good.    
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CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Did we have a motion and a second?   
 
MR. RICHBERG: 
You have a motion, no second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  The motion was Doc, right? 
 
MR. RICHBERG: 
Legislator Spencer. 
 
LEG. HAHN: 
(Raised hand).  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Second? 
 
LEG. CALARCO: 
I'll second.  
 
LEG. HAHN: 
I'll second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Legislator Hahn.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
2123-14 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal Funds awarded by the U.S. Marshals 
Service to the Suffolk County Department of Probation and authorizing the County 
Executive to execute related agreements (County Executive).  Motion to approve and place 
on the Consent Calendar by Legislator Hahn.  Second, Legislator Martinez.  No questions; no?  
Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's approved (and placed on the Consent 
Calendar - VOTE: 7-0-0-0).   
 
I don't know if there's any more Probation ones.  
 
MS. DLHOPOLSKY: 
Okay, thank you.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I don't think there is.  Thank you, Patrice. 
 
2136-14 - Amending Resolution No. 1083-2013(County Executive).   
I guess, can you give us an explanation?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Actually, I would defer this one to the Budget Review Office; 2136.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And I guess there's the next one, too; there's two of them.  
 
 
 



December 11, 2014 - Public Safety Committee 

20 

 

MR. FREAS: 
Correct.  There are two resolutions that change resolutions adopted   in 2013, one for the UASI 
grant, the other one from the State Homeland Security Program Grant.  There's no fiscal impact for 
any of the changes.  What they're doing is reallocating funds within the grant appropriations 
according to the Federal -- according to the budgets that they submitted to New York State and the 
Federal Government.  So we're taking a little bit of money out of Employee Benefits and moving it 
into different equipment purchases in both grants.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  I see Joel in the back; do you want to come up, Joel?   
 
MR. FREAS: 
I don't know what specifically you're buying. 
 
MR. VETTER: 
Well done.  I apologize, but I appreciate the opportunity, Commissioner Williams tried to make it, 
but he had scheduling conflicts.  So what we're proposing, in these two competitive grants we were 
initially planning on hiring full-time employees; we hired part-time employees and that changed the 
amount of Employee Benefit money that was truly needed for the salaries.  Instead of losing the 
money, we're modifying it over into current categories that are used as gap closures.   
 
So the first one, 1083, is for $23,082 and it's being moved into a repair and maintenance fund for 
special equipment; that benefits all the Town HAZmat teams, as well as our speciality teams in the 
U-Source system.  And then the next proposal, 1084, is for $13,574 to be moved into 
communication equipment.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  And when you said that you've hired part-time employees; who are these part-timers and 
what are they doing?   
 
MR. VETTER: 
So historically, I would say greater than a decade, we've had Resource Management Officers, a 
mixture of titles in our Emergency Operations Center; they handle our logistical stuff, the warehouse 
components, things along those lines.  Instead of hiring one full-timer, we split it into multiple 
part-timers.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Why are we doing that?  Just out of curiosity, why not just have one full-timer doing everything? 
 
MR. VETTER: 
It's scheduling, it's also the salary for what position is being offered.  It's very hard to find positions 
or people willing to take the positions with the degree of background and knowledge.  A lot of these 
positions are filled by retirees from the emergency service field.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Any questions?  No?  Okay.  I guess I'll talk to you afterwards; maybe not necessarily today, but 
you can give me a little bit more background on those staff positions. 
 
MR. VETTER: 
I will clarify; they were part-timers from the beginning.  There was a discussion about potentially 
moving them to full-time; that didn't happen.  The people that were in their part-time employment 
positions maintained their jobs --  
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CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay. 
 
MR. VETTER: 
-- instead of losing the employees and part-time current positions.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, thank you.  That explains it better.  Okay, so we had 2136.  Was there a motion?   
 
MR. RICHBERG: 
No motion, no second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Motion to approve, Legislator Calarco.  
 
LEG. HAHN: 
(Raised hand).  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Hahn.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's approved (VOTE: 
7-0-0-0).  
 
2137-14 - Amending Resolution No. 1084-2013 (County Executive).   
Same motion, same second, same vote.  (Approved - VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
2151-14 - Accepting and appropriating Federal funding in the amount of $60,000 from the 
United States Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service, for the Suffolk 
County Police Department’s participation in the IRS STEPP (Suffolk-Treasury Enhanced 
Prosecution Program) program with 80.56% support (County Executive).  I make a motion 
to approve.  
 
LEG. SPENCER: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And second, Legislator Spencer.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? It's approved  
(VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
2152-14 - Accepting and appropriating Federal funding in the amount of $16,000 from the 
United States Department of Justice, U.S. Marshals Service, for the Suffolk County Police 
Department’s participation in the Regional Fugitive Task Force with 77.55% support 
(County Executive).  Motion by Legislator Spencer.  Second, Legislator Kennedy.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  It's approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
2160-14 - To educate domestic violence victims about their risk of repeated violence 
(Hahn).   
 
LEG. HAHN: 
I'm really excited about this one, but I'm still meeting with PD about some specifics.  So I just want 
to request a tabling for one cycle.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  
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LEG. SPENCER: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
So I guess there's a motion to table.  Second, Legislator Spencer.  All in favor?  Opposed?  
Abstentions? Okay, it's tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).  
 
Okay.  So, we do not have any more business.  I'll make a motion to adjourn.  Second, Legislator 
Calarco.  We are adjourned.  Thank you.  Have a great holiday.   
 

(*The meeting was adjourned at 11:09 A.M.*) 
 


