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PUBLIC SAFETY & PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE
Of the
Suffolk County Legislature

Minutes
A regular meeting of the Public Safety & Public Information Committee of the Suffolk County
Legislature was held in the Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers
Legislature Building, 725 Veterans Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York, on January 12,

2005.

Members Present:

Legislator Angie Carpenter « Chairperson
Legislator Pete O'Leary = ViceeChair
Legislator Michael Caracciolo

Legislator Daniel Losquadro

Legislator David Bishop

Legislator William Lindsay

Legislator Lynne Nowick

Legislator Elie Mystal

Also In Attendance:

Mea Knapp = Counsel to the Legislature

Alexandra Sullivan = Chief Deputy Clerk/Suffolk County Legislature
Greg Moran = Press Secretary to Presiding Officer Caracappa
Nicole Wachter = Aide to Presiding Officer Caracappa

Doug Sutherland = Aide to Legislator Carpenter

Maria Ammiratti = Aide to Legislator O'Leary

Eric Brown = Aide to Legislator Schneiderman

Kevin LaValle = Aide to Legislator Losquadro

Ed Hogan = Aide to Legislator Nowick

Jim Spero < Director/Legislative Budget Review Office

Jim Maggio = Budget Analyst/Budget Review Office

Jill Moss « Budget Analyst/Budget Review Office

Ben Zwirn = Assistant County Executive
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Adam Santiago = County Executive Assistant

Jacqueline Caputi = County Attorney's Office

Robert Kearon = Bureau Chief/District Attorney's Office

Alan Otto = Chief of Staff/Suffolk County Sheriff's Office

Donald Sullivan « Undersheriff/Suffolk County Sheriff's Office
Joseph Rubacka « Deputy Warden/Suffolk County Sheriff's Office
James Kevins « Assistant to the Sheriff/Suffolk County Sheriff's Office
Robert Moore « Chief of Department/Suffolk County Police Dept
Stuart Cameron = Captain/Suffolk County Police Department
Aristedes Mojica = Deputy Inspector/Chief of Dept's Office/SCPD
Debbie Eppel = Public Information Office

John Desmond  Director/Suffolk County Probation Department
Ed Langan = Suffolk County Probation Department

Janet Quirk « Suffolk County Probation Department

Joe Williams « Deputy Commissioner/FRES « Nominee for Commissioner
Don Gackenheimer < Director/Suffolk County Fire Academy
Michael Timo = Holbrook Fire District

Donald Corkery « Islip Town Fire District

Rick Gimbl = Holbrook Fire District/Islip Town Fire Chiefs Council
Jay Egan = Suffolk County Fire Chiefs Council

Kitty Merrill « News Editor for The Independent

Philip Abrams  Resident of Medford

Carmine vasile = Waterfilm Energy, Inc.

All Other Interested Parties

Minutes Taken By:

Alison Mahoney = Court Stenographer
(*The meeting was called to order at 1:31 P.M.*)
CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Welcome to the first meeting of the Public Safety Committee of the new year, and | would ask

Legislator Mystal to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Salutation

Good afternoon. | would like to welcome the new members to the Public Safety Committee;

Legislator Mystal, welcome, and Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. MYSTAL:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

And welcome back to our veterans, veteran members that is.

The first thing I'd like to do this morning, this afternoon rather, is to thank everyone for being
so understanding in changing this committee meeting just for today, but in the future the
meeting will be on Tuesdays, and ask Joe Williams if he would come forward. Joe is the

selected candidate for Commissioner, he is now Acting Commissioner of FRES, Fire, Rescue and
Emergency Services. If you would, Joe, maybe tell us a little bit about yourself and your

background and then we will open it up to questions of the committee members.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Good afternoon. | would just like to read off a little statement about my background.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Let me just interrupt a moment. And | do understand that some people have filled out cards
who might want to be speaking about this appointment, and if you would feel more comfortable

speaking after that e

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Sure.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

It's up to you.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
Absolutely, yes.
CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
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Okay, we'll do it that way then. So we will go to the cards and remind everyone that you have
three minutes and the first speaker is Philip Abrams. Mr. Abrams, go ahead, you have three

minutes.

MR. ABRAMS:

Oh, okay. I just want to talk about an incident that occurred on Halloween night this past year.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

Can you pull the mike a little bit closer?

MR. ABRAMS:

I want to talk about an incident that occurred on Halloween night this past year. | was visiting
my girlfriend's family with my girlfriend in the area of Patchogue and we stayed over. The next
morning | got up, | went out to my car and | noticed my car was covered in liquid and | wasn't
quite sure what it was, | thought it was just a dew. Then as | was cleaning it off | noticed there
was a two inch hole in the post of my car in the front <= near the front windshield and side
windshield. Upon just examining further, | just thought it might have been some debris from a
road or something that someone came by; well, p.s, what it really turned out to be, after
talking to a number of children in the area, there's about 15, 20 kids going around with paint
ball guns and they shot up windows, houses, at children and adults and they proceeded to do a

thousand dollars in damage to my BMW.

Not just because it's a BMW I'm here, I'm here because after having that incident with the
turkey, | think something should be done because there should be some kind of legislation put
into effect to get rid of these paint guns, because the next thing, they're going to shoot
somebody and they're going to kill someone and then something is going to be done. And I
know there was a gentlemen in Nassau County that was killed about six months ago from this
kind of incident, and what they really do is after they're out of their paint balls they go ahead
and they load it with marbles; it's equivalent to a 44, 45 caliber gun that they shot my post
out. | reported it to the police, Detective Nancy Paul came, | handed over = they left the
bottle of liquid, hopefully it's going to be fingerprinted at some point and maybe this person or
persons that doused my car, they have a record and we can get = you know, go on from

there.
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The second thing was | contacted Mr. Foley's office, Mr. Mazzei,

Mr. Lindsay, the County <= Executive County Mr. Levy and | tried to tell them my story and |
was told they'll get back to me, nothing happened. | took it upon my own accord, | went to
ViceePrincipal Mr. Genovese over at the MedfordePatchogue High School to see if something
could be done and the word could be spread out and it could be investigated, because they did
say e after | interviewed about eleven children in the area, they did say that they knew that e
who the people were but they're not saying anything because of retribution. I went to the
newspapers, no one wanted to do a story except for Sara Hartman at the Advance but she
wanted me to state my girlfriend’'s family's name and | went to them first, asked them if they
would do it and they didn't want to do it. So really, | can't do anything about it.
CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Well, I'm glad that you've brought it to our attention and it's something that we will speak to
the department about. I'm sure that the precinct will do all that they can and if there's, you
know, an opportunity to apprehend the individuals that did this, they will make every effort to

do so. Legislator Bishop and then Legislator Nowick.

LEG. BISHOP:

I think the request, though, is that e= what he's suggesting is that there's a hole in the statutes,
that there's nothing to cover this.

So The question | think we need to direct to the Police Department or the District Attorney's

Office is whether is that the problem.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Well, that was my point.

LEG. BISHOP:
Oh, okay, | thought you were saying =~

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

No, no, no, I'm just saying ee

LEG. BISHOP:

It sounded like you were saying there's going to be an investigation.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
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No, no, no, that is something that we'll talk to the department about to see if there is, you
know, something that we need to do legislatively or ask the State to do, but bringing it to our

attention here as the Public Safety Committee was a very good first step.

MR. ABRAMS:

Yeah. I think on closing ==

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
And really, I'm sorry for what you had to go through but, again, as | said, if there is any way

that they can get the guys they will, or the people.

MR. ABRAMS:

Yeah, | want this stopped, you know, before it gets real serious.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Exactly.

MR. ABRAMS:

But in closing, anybody any age, because there's no licensing of this == | thought paint ball
guns, because I'm not into guns, I'm not into paint ball guns or anything that has to do with
violence, | didn't know that you can go into KeMart or WalMart from two years old or a toddler
to 70, 80 years old and buy this. So there we go again, it's another = I'm not trying to be a
Michael Moore, it's another thing where you can go into these stores and buy a weapon, it's a
weapon, and with videos today and films = I'm from a different generation and | played with
little green army men, but I knew reality, you know, and Hop Along Cassidy was my hero, but I
didn't get a gun and go out shooting everybody up because, you know, we didn't do things like

that. So hopefully something will be done.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, thank you. Legislator Nowick.

LEG. NOWICK:

Just a question and maybe it's been answered, but there is no law then forbidding the sale of

these paint guns?
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MR. ABRAMS:
Nothing.

LEG. NOWICK:
Nothing in Suffolk, nothing?

MR. ABRAMS:
Nothing. And | went to Medford 112 ee

LEG. NOWICK:

How did Cooper miss that?

MR. ABRAMS:
e+ to Cousins paint ball Shop, they have three of them in Long Island nearby and they stated to

me that anybody can come in, there's no e

LEG. NOWICK:

You know, Legislative Counsel seems to have a different opinion?

MS. KNAPP:

I was recently asked a question about the sale of BB guns, and in that research I'm quite sure |
found some State legislation that related to sale of paint guns. So I know there's something,
I'm not sure <= | apologize, | missed the earlier discussion to get something, but I know that

there is some State law regulating sale of paint guns, but I can e

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Yeah, we would appreciate it. | know you missed the early part of it, we are going to check
with the department to see if there's anything that we can do or not do but we'd ask that you

research that. And again, thank you for coming down.

MR. ABRAMS:

Thank you for hearing me, | appreciate it. Have a great day.

LEG. NOWICK:
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Yeah, | would like to know.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Next speaker, Don Gackenheimer. Thank you for coming down, and as | said to the previous

speaker, three minutes; you're on.

MR. GACKENHEIMER:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Thank you.

MR. GACKENHEIMER:

First of all, 1 would like to thank the Chairperson and the Legislators for allowing us this chance
to speak on behalf of Joe Williams, the Acting Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency
Services. | think most of us realize that all through our careers every once in a while you get
what | consider a little benefit and sometimes it comes in strange forms; this to me is one of

those benefits.

It's a pleasure to be here to be able to speak for Joe. | think all of you know that the fire service
IS now at a very, very critical juncture, as well as our country is at a critical juncture. We have
so many things going on, life has changed in this country, we have to change to stay with this
population that you represent and a population that | helped to train; without leadership, that
won't occur. | do believe that Joe will give us the leadership necessary to do the job as it has
been done in the past by the former Commissioners. Thank you very much for allowing me to
talk.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you very much for coming down, Don, and for the job that you do training.

MR. GACKENHEIMER:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
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Michael Timo.

MR. TIMO:

Chairperson Carpenter, Viceechairman O’'Leary and distinguished Legislators, my name is
Michael Timo and | am an exechief and current member of the Board of Fire Commissioners of
the Holbrook Fire District. 1 would like to speak today in reference to this committee’s
consideration of Mr. Joseph williams for the position of Commissioner of the County's

Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services.

Having personally known Joe for over 18 years, | can attest to his impeccable credentials and
fine character. | first met Joe who was the Chief of the Holbrook Fire Department when | joined
in 1987. Joe Williams is considered by many to have been the best Chief Holbrook has ever
had. Aside from his vast firematic experience and management skills, Joe had a vision for the
department; he established goals which were ambitious, he enlisted the support of his

constituents and he led by example.

As part of his vision at Holbrook, Joe established the department's first firematic company which
led the way for dedicated EMS volunteers to join our fire service. As past President of the Islip
Town Fire Chiefs Council, Joe was an effective leader with great communication skills. Most
recently, Joe served as a Commissioner at Holbrook where he was instrumental in the planning
and implementation of our new multiedistrict fire and EMS response program. A retired
Lieutenant with the Fire Department of New York, Joe spent the majority of his career as an
officer at Engine 75 known as the world's busiest firehouse. Today you will speak to him about
his candidacy to lead Suffolk County's Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services and

I ask and vigorously support his confirmation.

Our volunteers today are faced with an increase in requests for emergency response; our
training requirements have doubled and the demand will only grow. In order to effectively
serve the residents of our County, we will have to continue our recruitment efforts while
solidifying the support of each of the 11,000 volunteers in Suffolk's 109 fire and 27 EMS
agencies. We need to plan and think progressively but, more importantly, our new
Commissioner will have to get all the players to work together. With strong enabled leadership,
we can and will satisfy the needs of our community; Joe Williams will provide that leadership

and | ask that you give him the opportunity to serve as our Commissioner.
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In closing, | would like to thank you, Legislator Carpenter, and each of the members of the
Public Safety Committee for your past support of our volunteer organizations. I'm confident
following your review and discussions with Joe Williams that you will agree that he is the right

man to command our County's Emergency Services Division.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Thank you very much, Mike. Next speaker < just under three minutes, very good == Don

Cockery, Corkery.

MR. CORKERY:

Good afternoon. Madam Chairman and distinguished members of the Public Safety Committee,
it is my pleasure to be here this afternoon in support of Joe Williams for the position of
Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services. | stand here before you as the President
of the Islip Town Fire District Association. We are in support = our Executive Committee met

and we are in support of the nomination of Joe Williams for Commissioner of Fire, Rescue.

Personally I have known Joe for over 25 years. Joe and | were Chiefs of the Holbrook and
Sayville Fire Departments respectively back in the 80's. We had the occasion to work together
on numerous major fires, one in particular that comes to mind, the propane incident at the
Sayville Bowl, and I'm sure Joe remembers it as well as | do, we spent about almost 20 hours
out in the street together. We worked with the Town Emergency Management, the Fire, Rescue
and Emergency, we evacuated many homes, the situation was mitigated and Joe and | went

home happy campers.

As FC 11, which is the Chief Deputy Coordinator for the County, | have had the occasion in the
last few months to work with Joe at a number of serious incidents, the Huntington car
dealership explosion, the Cutchogue Town of Southold gas leak and the West Sayville bank fire
recently and Joe has shown that he is definitely a leader. Joe's canedo attitude and work
etogether ethic is exactly what | think the County Fire and Rescue Services needs at this time.
And on behalf of the Islip Town Fire Districts Executive Board, | would ask you to confirm the

nomination of Joe Williams as Commissioner. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you very much for your comments. Next speaker, Richard Gimbl.
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MR. GIMBL:

Hi, good afternoon, and thank you for allowing me to speak. My name is Rick Gimble, I'm the
past President of the Town of Islip Fire Chiefs Council and a 2nd Lieutenant now serving in the
Holbrook Fire Department and | was past Chief of the Holbrook Fire Department from 1992 to
1993.

Speaking on behalf of the Chief's Council, the President Rich Wilson asked me to express our
support for Joe Williams by appointment as Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency
Services. Joe served as President of the Council from 1988 to 1989, during this time he saw
the need to have a fulletime Hazardous Materials Reponse Unit to support the fire service and to
protect the citizens of our town. It was the first of its kind in Suffolk County; he was in the
forefront on this type of response and today five towns in Suffolk County have HazMat Teams.
Joe will be an asset to our fire service and emergency services, he has the knowledge and

experience to continue and grow the service we now have.

Joe was Chief of the Holbrook Fire Department from 1987 to 1990. Once again, Joe was in the
forefront on new ideas and response protocols. Joe created the First Responder car to answer
medical emergencies in our district; it was again the first of its kind in Suffolk County. It was
met with some resistance because at that time only the Chiefs were allowed to drive marked
cars and take them home with them. This First Responder car was for a member to take it
home and be able to respond to medical calls from their home instead of going to the firehouse
to pick up the ambulance. Today most fire departments who respond to medical emergencies
have cars just as that. It was Joe who saw the need to better our response and continues to
bring new ideas to our department. As Commissioner this past summer, he saw it fit to
purchase an additional AED and fire and medical supplies to outfit another First Responder in
our district; this will help those medical responders that live south of our district to respond in
that area quicker because of a heavy traffic flow getting to this area from the north and south
of Holbrook.

The Holbrook Fire Department supports the appointment of Joe Williams as the Fire, Rescue and
Emergency Services Commissioner, we hope you do, too. | also want to let you know I know
Joe for 30 years, | worked with Joe in New York City Fire Department for about five years when
he was assigned to Engine 75 as my officer. |1 hope you support Joe and | thank you for

allowing me to speak today.
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you very much for coming down. Next speaker, Jay Egan.

MR. EGAN:
Good afternoon. It's nice to be here under what | feel a joyous occasion, looking to get Joe

approved here.

I would like to thank everybody for the opportunity to speak to today. As you know, I'm the
President of the Suffolk County Fire Chiefs and the Chairman of the County's Volunteer Joint
Councils. As many of you may know, | was a great advocate to not replace Dave Fischler as the
Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services, but with politics as it is some things are

directly out of our control and | understand that.

As a volunteer, | try to separate politics from the fire and volunteer services. When we respond
to a call for help we don't ask our dispatcher to ask for calling parties prior affiliations prior to
us responding. | also do not care what the party association is behind any individual that
oversees FRES and | think it should not be one of the main criteria for Commissioner
appointments, for this position or any other one. However, what | really believe is that most
paramount is that the person who is nominated be best qualified and capable of doing the job of
assisting to protect all the volunteers and residents of this County which is what brings me here

today.

I had the opportunity to sit on the FRES Commission Search Committee and to review the
qualifications of all the candidates who applied for this position and interviewed the ones who

met the FRES Commission's criteria, of which Joe Williams was one of those individuals.

During my 33 years as a volunteer, | had the opportunity == | heard the name Joe Williams
from time to time as a Chief. | also briefly met him on a few occasions over the years, being
we come from different townships and districts, we did not have direct contact due to mutual
aid responses. Subsequently, in speaking to some of the members of the Holbrook Fire

Department, Joe served as Chief and Commissioner, as was stated today, representing both the
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department and the community with the expertise and professionalism of a career firefighter.
But it wasn't until the interview process started that | actually had to opportunity to meet Joe,
what I'll call the real Joe Williams, and understand that he is an individual who is not only
professional but has the expertise, knowledge and extreme passion for the volunteer services.
Joe's resume is extensive, as you'll hear, and his past work practices are important to be a
FRED Commissioner, but his understanding for how the volunteer services in this County work

far exceed his resume.

I will say that working with Dave Fischler over the many years that I've had, it has been both
an honor and a privilege. Dave's shoes will be hard to fill, but | believe Joe is capable of picking
up where Dave has left off and he will continue to move the volunteer services forward in the
future. With that said, | respectfully request that this committee affirm the nomination of Joe
Williams as Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services and continue to extend him
the same level of cooperation and assistance that has been afforded to his predecessors. Thank

you and thank you for your consideration.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you very much, Jay. And if you would extend to the other members of the FRES
Commission our thanks for doing such a professional and respectful process, we appreciate
that.

MR. EGAN:
All right. And also, | know Drew is not here, he's the Chairman of FRES, the FRES Commission,
the Search Committee completely affirmed and agreed with Joe's nomination and we put it back

in your hands. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Thank you very much. Next speaker, Dr. Carmine Vasik? Good afternoon, welcome. You have

three minutes.

DR. VASILE:
Yeah, this is off topic but it's something that perhaps the Suffolk County Legislature can help.
This article was in the Sunday Times a week ago, it was written because it's a Canadian

company stealing intellectual property developed on Long Island.

file:/[IM|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2005/ps011205R.htm (13 of 66) [2/10/2005 4:33:34 PM]



PS011205

LEG. NOWICK:

Can you put the microphone closer?

DR. VASILE:

Okay. It's being manufactured in Hauppauge here and because of this we're losing millions of
dollars a year in sales. The Economic Espionage Act of 1996 was designed to criminalize
stealing intellectual property, stealing trade secrets. Because of the 911 problem, there have
been 17,000 fewer white collar crime investigations by the FBI, and I've been trying to get
these crooks prosecuted for over a year. Congressman Bishop is quoted in here, he's been
trying through Washington, we cannot get the FBI to arrest these people to stop the
\_stevery\_. When this article hit, somebody called me up and said they're making a knockeoff

in China now.

Now, the problem we have is patent infringement is not a crime, stealing trade secrets is, and
one solution would be to criminalize patent infringement the way it is in other countries to stop
this exploiting America by intellectual property theft. So that's the reason | came. We're losing
jobs on Long Island and if anybody has a suggestion, what agency | can go to, because these

are Federal crimes so | don't know if | can go to the DA or where | could go.

LEG. BISHOP:
The U.S. Attorney.

DR. VASILE:

I've been to the U.S. Attorney, they referred me to the Intellectual Property Rights Center in
Washington, | filed complaints last February. There were two criminal referrals made, they
simply say, "We don't have the resources,” and they just let the crimes continue. It's one thing
to prosecute, it's another thing to stop the crime. If they would just get an injunction, the
Economic Espionage Act allows for an injunction, but they won't even do that, they simply say

we don't have the resources.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Well, it seems, Dr. Vasik, that working through Congressmen Bishop is probably your best
avenue because it is a matter of resources, he is a member of Congress, he's in a position to

provide the resources that they would need to do the job they're supposed to be doing.
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DR. VASILE:

No, | understand, but I thought you should be aware that we're losing jobs on Long Island, too.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

No, and we do appreciate your bringing it to the committee's attention.

DR. VASILE:
Okay.

LEG. MYSTAL:

Madam Chair?

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Yes, Legislator Mystal.

LEG. MYSTAL:

Could you elaborate on the property being stolen?

DR. VASILE:

Oh, sure, | have a sample. These are heat exchangers and the purpose is to recycle energy
from drain water, this goes in a house, we've got thousands of these in houses all over the
place. And the property is how these things are made. These are = we use trade secret coiling
techniques and dyes and the people that are stealing this, they were representatives from this
manufacturer, Doucette Industries; I'm suing them for patent infringement right now. | sued
the precessor for patent infringement, we won that, we got an injunction against that. But
there's no criminal deterrent for patent infringement, so what you wind up doing is when they
infringe they use your money to fight you and it's very difficult. So this is the property that's

being stolen. | don't know, does that answer your question?

LEG. MYSTAL.:
Yes, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay, thank you again. Thanks for coming down to the committee.
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The last speaker is Ed Langan who may have left. | know that the topic was electronic
monitoring, John Desmond had to leave for a meeting at the County Executive's Office and said
he would discuss it with the committee at the next meeting. So that brings us to Mr. Williams;
Joe, if you would come back to the table. I'm sure it was kind of nice to hear all those lovely

things that e

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Yes, it was.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
e+ the professionals in our volunteer service have said about you on the record, and if you'd like

to share some thoughts with the committee.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Yes, | would just like to read a little o=

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Thank you.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

e+ bio about myself and my feelings. First of all, | wish to thank you for considering me for the
position at FRES. I've been involved in the fire service over 40 years, having joined my first fire
department in March of 1964. When you join a fire department, you come in as a probationary
member and a common name we call that is a proby. So after 40 years of service, to be sitting

here interviewing for a Commissioner's position in a County like Suffolk is truly an honor to me.

I spent 16 years in the New York City Fire Department attaining the rank of Lieutenant before
retiring in 1986. While | was in the New York City Fire Department, | worked in the busiest
companies in the areas in the city and | retired from the world's busiest firehouse. Prior to my
time in the New York City Fire Department | was a New York City Police Officer; | started with
the Tactical Patrol Force where | worked both in uniform and undercover. After retiring from
New York City, I went to work in the private sector for various companies; while employed by

these companies, | held the titles of Director up to ViceePresident. All this time | was still
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working with fire departments across the country and around the world. My last position prior
to coming to work for Suffolk County was with Boston Properties in New York City, | was their
Director of Fire Safety and Security. This position gave me the opportunity to work very closely
with the FDNY, the New York City Police Department in areas of fire safety, code enforcement

and antieterrorism activities.

One of the holdings of Boston Properties was a famous building that came into us last year was
the CitiCorps Building which we were very much involved in. I am an ex chief, exeCommissioner
and life member of the Holbrook Fire Department. I'm a past President of Islip Town Fire Chiefs
Council and a current member of the International Association of Fire Chiefs, New York State
Chiefs, Suffolk County Chiefs and Islip Town Chiefs. | was also a member lucky enough to
serve on the NFPA 1,500 Safety Committee.

I feel lucky, if approved for the position, to inherit one of the best run departments in Suffolk
County and | wish to commend past Commissioner Dave Fischler for that. Suffolk County
Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services has been and will continue to be a leader
in emergency management, storm readiness and communications. It is and still will continue

again to be a model for other counties across the nation.

There's an excellent staff at FRES and | make a promise to continue the excellent work that has
already been done. As of now, | plan no major changes or policy changes at this time. 1 will
continue to monitor the department to make sure that all our commitments and planning are
moving ahead. | intend to keep the chairperson of this body and the other members of this
body well informed of all the activities going on at FRES, | will also be looking for your help and
support in programs and projects that we may need to continue our work. 1| look forward to
working with the more than 100 fire and EMS agencies in the County and most importantly the
FRES Commission. | won't depend on my years of experience to do the best job I can. 1 look

forward to your questions and I'll answer them to the best of my ability.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you very much, Joe. And I tell you, it makes me feel good, as one Legislator, to hear
you be so respectful of your predecessor, | think that really speaks a lot to your character and
your professionalism. We have had a very good reputation in the community of emergency
management and hearing you reinforce that and hearing the testimony from the professionals

from the volunteer community | think really speaks well of you and how suited you are for the
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position. I'm going to open this up for any questions or comments any of the members of the

committee have. Legislator Mystal?

LEG. MYSTAL:

Good afternoon, Joe.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Before | submit a question | want to preface it; Joe and I met in my office last Monday?

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Yes, Sir.

LEG. MYSTAL.:

It's not really a question | would say to you, it's a question | think that's effecting the whole
County. When I met with Joe we were talking about the problem I'm having in my district in
terms of response, not so much response time but response personnel. For example, if
somebody has a problem at eight o'clock or 8:30 in the morning, you cannot find people to
respond to it, you know, because the volunteers are not there. It's just a question of
volunteers are not there, we're not recruiting, they're not coming in. And | want to put it on
the record that somehow this County, and | know you and | discussed it, we didn't come up
with any solution when we talked about it, some kind of way to either increase our volunteer
base or to have some kind of EMS to stand ready for those hours that we know we don't have
the volunteers to cover what we have to do. If anybody had any == you know, we talked about
it, 1 don't know if you came up with anything else during that time as to what we can do to

increase the total base in terms of volunteers.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

No, | haven't. Based on our conversation, like you mentioned, a lot of departments in Suffolk
County, due to work conditions, due to people working more jobs, what they've taken on
themselves is actually hired some paramedics themselves, they do have some paid employees
now. | think I already mentioned, one of the things we need to take a look at is the
recruitment in Suffolk County. We've got some very good programs going right now, we have
tax abatement reductions, we have college tuition, we advertise a lot on TV. Unfortunately, my

personal experience in the fire service in Suffolk County has been that we're offering tax breaks
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to the younger people who most of the time do not own any real estate. We're offering college «
e and these are good programs, I'm not saying they're bad programs, but we're offering college

tuition to maybe a lot of them who are not going to college.

Two ideas that | have, I've been looking at and I've reached out already in the three months
I've been the Deputy, we're looking at two other programs with some other agencies that we're
looking at and basically the two that have come up, we're looking at affordable housing. We
talked to == we had some meetings, we talked about when we build a section of homes or
there's some mandates about having some affordable housing for the locality, for the people
living in the locality, why not push to have maybe part of that for an emergency responder, why
couldn't they be put into the program? The second thing is that we have a tough time keeping
our volunteers, our younger volunteers in Suffolk County; like anything else, the cost of living is
high, they're looking for jobs, they're moving out. One of the things that we were looking at,
we're getting into and I've spoke to Civil Service about it, it appears to be a State issue, but if
you're a volunteer firemen or an EMS person and you have three years and you take a Suffolk
County test, why can't we give you five points for being a volunteer fireman? We do it for vets,
in New York City they allow on a promotional, on an entrance exam, if you live in New York City
you actually even get bids e= you get extra points when you bid a job in New York City. So |
understand, talking to Civil Service, that it's something that comes out of the State; once | get
more information | will definitely be coming back to this body and the County Executive asking
for help, what do we have to do to get this done? This may hold some of these young people

here if they have a job working for Suffolk County.

LEG. MYSTAL:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you. | think your points are very interesting and I'm sure we can do a Sense Resolution
about the points on the Civil Service test to the State. And on the other issue of the affordable
housing, it probably e maybe you have already done this, is had a conversation with Jim Morgo
as the past President of the Long Island Housing Partnership, perhaps when they do their
lotteries. | know e I've been to many lotteries in the Town of Islip and they have a seteaside
for Islip Town residents where they, you know, are in that first e= they get sort of a second
chance at the drawing because they're Islip Town residents and maybe they can do something

like that with First Responders.
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ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
We did have a meeting with Mr. Morgo and he is already interested, it was the initial meeting,
there's some more research that has to be done on it but we are definitely going to pursue it to

see what we can do.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

And again, whatever this committee can do to help, we stand ready to do so. Perhaps, too,
that program, and | know that it was a firefighter from the Town of Islip who had helped put it
together and that was the \_KIOSK\__ program that was at the mall that was attended by some
firefighters and you, you know, catch people kind of walking through the mall and maybe they
won't walk up to their local fire department, but in that kind of an environment, to have an
opportunity to talk one on one to someone who is a member of the department, it was very

successful and encouraging people to join and perhaps we can look at resurrecting that.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
One thing | wanted to over emphasize is the volunteer firefighters are very appreciative of the
programs that you've put in place already; absolutely it is nothing against that, we're just trying

to get that younger base.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Oh, yeah. No, no, no, we understand that. Thank you.

Legislator Bishop?

LEG. BISHOP:
First of all, congratulations. It's a great tribute to you that you have achieved consensus

status, people from all throughout the County are supporting your nomination.

The issue that obviously is important to me and to the residents of Suffolk County is on the
response time. What is your attitude toward the data collection initiative? Not the bill
specifically, but the importance of data generally. And I understand there was a FRES
Commission meeting that you chaired that went very well, why don't you take a moment to

discuss that with the committee.
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ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

What we e first of all, the gathering of data | think is an important issue, | don't think we'll
ever really know what we have until we look at it. What we did in the FRES Commission last
week, we had our first meeting; what we did, we brought in all the members of the PSAPS, we
invited Suffolk County Chiefs, Suffolk County Districts and we sat down to talk about =< this
data that we're all trying to get is out there and it's just in so many different areas how do we
collect this? And the general consensus of the people that were there, we looked at the patient
e+ the PCR reports where a lot of the times are there. One of the things that we've noticed that
was missing was the initial time of the call and that went back to the original PSAP, whether

that be the 911 operator or a direct call back into a dispatcher.

We're going to continue with these meetings and what we're trying to do right now, what came
out of it was == two things were we think we need to add this information to the PCR form and
the two options are do we try to go after the State to get this information to add it to the form
or do we create a special Suffolk County form that could be used to clock this data? | think the
feeling everybody was there, at least the comments after that meeting was that they really feel
that they want to take this on, we want to do it in a timely manner. They really feel they want
the solution to come from their group. The avenue that we're taking with it also is that 1 know
all the discussions we had before that | was here for was that it was unfair to the volunteers
we're directing this towards and that's the reason why those people were at the meeting, we're
going towards the paid employees, the paid dispatchers at FRES, at the individual dispatch
centers, the inehouse people, that's where we had the districts there, this way the districts pay
their employees. If the ambulance comes back and if they're missing some times they need to
fill in, the volunteer can go home, you hand it over to the dispatcher and the dispatcher, if it

takes him a half an hour to track the times down, he'll track them down.

The one good thing, just to the mention, too, which you all approved not too long ago, we have
the CAD system going in Suffolk County right now. A little background about that, that's going
to give us an awful lot of help in this area, at least in the departments that FRES dispatches.
What happens with that CAD system, when we get the call now from the Police Department and
they punch into us, they can electronically send us their copy, we have the exact time of the
911 call. As we're going along with the call, we can actually electronically send that to the
firehouse; their firehouse will have == dispatch will have the times, it will give us an electronic
type of thing to copy the calls. If we don't have all the times, when they come back from it the

firehouse dispatcher can go on that system and look up at our screen his times he needs.

file:/[IM|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2005/ps011205R.htm (21 of 66) [2/10/2005 4:33:34 PM]



PS011205

We're also planning on putting actually a monitor in each fire = in each hospital which will allow
the EMS worker when he's at the hospital, if he needs the times, while the other person is
checking in the injured person, they can go up on the screen and actually pick up their times.
So | guess the answer to your question, | think everybody realizes the importance of the data,
we want to gather it and we're working towards a solution coming from our end of it to help

out.

LEG. BISHOP:

Now I'll tell you why I'm supporting your nomination, because it's heartening, it's exciting, it's
positive to work with somebody who wants to solve the problems and has the credibility that
obviously | don't have with the volunteer community, you're one of them, to work with them
and to implement what has to happen. We need to have a system where we have
comprehensive data collection, and clearly you understand that but you also clearly == as | said,
you have the credibility in that community and you can play that role of making it happen and

you're doing that already, so | appreciate that.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you. And | would just like to commend Mr. Williams for tackling the issue head on. |
know it's something that has been very important and something that Legislator Bishop has
worked on for a long time. And through all the testimony that we heard, and we did hear a lot
of it, the message that kept coming through was that the solution had to come from within, and
taking that challenge on and gathering everyone up and making that commitment to addressing
the issue really goes a long way to why we should be confirming you in a very timely way

today. Legislator Lindsay?

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yeah. Madam Chair, if no one else has any other questions, | was == | know our agenda isn't
that long, but in deference to our many guests, | would like to make a motion to take 2343 out

of order.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, | would be happy to entertain that motion and we will have it before us. | do believe that
we have someone else who wants to ask

Mr. Williams some questions. So 2343=04 = Confirming the appointment of County
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Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services (FRES) Joseph F. Williams

(County Executive). We have a motion and a second to e

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

I have questions.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

e+ bring the resolution before us. The resolution is before us. Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay, thank you. Good afternoon, Mr. Williams. It was a pleasure meeting with you yesterday
in my office. We had a very long, frank, candid discussion, but there were a few areas we
didn't get to and | wanted to actually wait until today to have them on the official record of your
confirmation so as not so much to put you on the spot but to make clear for the record where
you stand on these issues, what your knowledge is with respect to some concerns | have about
challenges in this County, in particular with respect to two Federal installations in Suffolk
County, Brookhaven National Lab and Plum Island, and not far from Suffolk County's shores,
the Millstone Nuclear Power Station which right now is going through relicensing for another 20

years of operation.

These facilities, although not directly under our jurisdiction, provide some very unique firematic
challenges, particularly Plum Island. And Mr. Fischler and | back in 1998 formed a small Ad Hoc
Committee working with officials in Southold Town Fire Chiefs Council to try to address a mutual
response plan in the event they were needed on Plum Island. There was very little cooperation
for a long time with USDA officials, they basically told us, "We can deal with any circumstances
that arise on the Island.” It was very interesting, they only had one fire = piece of fire
apparatus and they had a volunteer fire corps that went home at the end of the day; so if
anything took place there after hours, guess what, you are going to get a call and so are the
chiefs and so are the local fire departments. What was most interesting is that two of the most
immediate respondents <= responders declined to participate in any call for mutual aid for

liability purposes and because they didn't have training and equipment.

I would like to know where we are today in terms of that issue and what can you share with this
committee about our how FRES in particular has bridged the gap that was a wide and huge one

five, six years ago and where we are today with the Southold Fire Chiefs Council and fire
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departments in Southold Town and mutual aid in particular.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Well, since I've been there the last three months, like we talked about yesterday, I've taken
everyone, we've looked at every one of the emergency plans, I had numerous meetings with
Commissioner Fischler and we've kind of briefly gone over every one of them. And | would be
the first one to sit here and tell you I know a general knowledge of how we get notified in those
areas, | would depend on my staff at this time right now, we have every intention of getting

more into those response plans but I don't have a working knowledge of that right now.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

What impressed me yesterday and continues to impress me about you is your candor. Rather
than try to wing it, these are way too important issues to try to wing. And | respect the fact
that you need some time, there is even a learning curve after 40 years of experience with
respect to some of these issues that are out there, particularly bioterrorism, attacks from
nuclear, biological or chemical warfare. As one of your previous speakers mentioned, we're in a
new world, post 9/11, these are not just possibilities, these are probabilities. And we talked
about a number of desk top exercises that you're working on and I'd like to have a subsequent
conversation with you, perhaps in the next month or so, to make sure that if we're not there
yet, we're very close to getting there to meeting these challenges at Plum Island. Brookhaven
Lab's in much better shape in terms of FRES', you know, requirements, but there's still a

concern there.

Recently there's been in the press a proposal by TransCanada and the Shell Corporation to
locate an eight billion cubic foot offeshore storage facility nine miles from Wading River; it's an
area that | represent and right nearby Mr. Losquadro represents residents in the Town of
Brookhaven. We both have serious concerns about this.

Mr. Losquadro has come out and opposed the proposal, | have not done so yet and, in fact, I'll
be sponsoring legislation here requesting that the County hire an outside consultant in
conjunction with our Budget Review Office staff, Mr. Schroeder, to provide us with a risk benefit
analysis of this proposal. But we talked yesterday about L and G facilities, your experience in
New York City, the incident that happened in Holbrook and the concern | have, looking at the
most recent science on it which is the unclassified portion of a very voluminous national report

by the \_Sandia\ _National Laboratory, it only tells us that if there was an incident involved in

file:/lIM|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2005/ps011205R.htm (24 of 66) [2/10/2005 4:33:34 PM]



PS011205

one of the cargo ships that transports 30 million gallons what the potential consequences are,
and they're quite grave. And I'd just like, you know, you to comment in a minute about this
subject because, for the most part, the dangers inherent with an offeshore facility of that size
and capacity, that could be subject to a successful terror attack, and the FBI is on record as
acknowledging in Massachusetts and elsewhere that this is a very real possibility, Al Quida and
others have made mention, they've had operatives come over from Africa on these ships and
provide surveillance in Boston Harbor where one of these facilities is not located too far away to
provide intelligence back to those that would carry out such a mission. Now, after 9 = | mean,
after the attack on the World Trade Center in 1993, | think Americans, New Yorkers and
Americans, took very lightly the threats that we were facing. Obviously those in the intelligence
community knew better and unfortunately more than the rest of us, taking it more seriously
and we would have had better airport security measures in place that perhaps could have
prevented 9/11. But | don't take those things lightly and I know you don't and | know

members of this Legislature don't.

So | want to know if you can give us any assessment based on your years of experience; if a 30
million gallon cargo ship carrying an L and G which is frozen, granted, but if it was beached and
there was a plume emitted, could it travel; and if it did travel, what would be the

consequences.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Well, honestly, sir, | have never dealt with anything like that and | hope we never do. My own
experience with that, I've never had anything that large. Naturally we would have trouble with
the plume. As far as fire fighting of it, we e= | know myself as FRES, we << the only information
we received on this project is probably the same you've read in the paper, we have not been
invited to any formal meeting. | attended == at the Southold Chiefs meeting it has come up a
couple of times, | understand that some of the representatives have come out to speak to
them, but I think before we approve this project | think definitely FRES has to get involved with
it, the Health Department has to get involved in it, this body has to get involved in it and | think
that would be the time we really can <= | can answer your questions once we have all the
knowledge. What they're telling us there, there is a big potential that something could happen.
The company that <= some of the readings I've done on it, they have so many safeties but we
also sometimes read in the paper about some of those safeties go wrong. So | think we need to

really look at the heart, factor it. As far as what would happen with that much, | would e
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LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Eight billion cubic feet.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

I couldn't almost == | couldn't even estimate what happens.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

I mean, the national lab told us if there was a successful breach of the hull which would be a
double steel hull, and it could be breach with the weapon systems that are out there and
available to terrorists, then in effect, depending on wind direction, that plume could travel and
sear the skin off any human being within a one mile radius; that's 30 million gallons. Now we're
talking about a storage facility containing upwards of eight billion gallons, | have grave
concerns about that. Would you support that the County undertake an independent consultant <
» | should say commission an independent consultant to provide us with the risk and the
benefit == risk benefit analysis both from a safety standpoint, and to be fair to those who might
be proponents of this project, an economic standpoint? Because | don't see any economic

benefits to Suffolk County.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
Absolutely. 1 think we need to get somebody who is an expert in this, | don't claim to be, I'm a
fire Chief, fire officer. That amount of experience, you would need to have somebody come in

and give you some advisement on that.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay. I look forward to working with you and | share Legislator Bishop's comments a moment
ago. | think, and as the Chair already stated, that you have shown respect in deference to your
predecessor, someone who | admire tremendously. And I salute him and you and all your
colleagues here and elsewhere today that on a daily basis put it on the line for us. Thank you

very much.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
Thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you. Legislator Losquadro.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

Thank you. Mr. Williams and | also have met and we discussed a number of issues and | want
to thank him not only for reaching out to me but obviously to the other members of the
committee. And just a very brief followeup to what Legislator Caracciolo was saying. I'm glad
to hear that you do want to get involved in this process because one of the problems that we
face is that right now it appears that FERC, the Federal governing body that will have the say
over the sighting of this project, may be the only entity that has a say in it. We may have no
say as a local body; in fact, there is some question as to whether the State will even have any
say. So there's a Federal lawsuit pending on that right now as to whether or not FERC will have
the final say in this matter, but I look forward to working with you and with Legislator
Caracciolo and obviously all other interested parties. | know Legislator Nowick's district borders
Long Island Sound. So this is a very important issue to us, it will be a very important issue to
the emergency services community and | look forward to working with you. Obviously | will be

supporting your nomination, so thank you.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

All right, thank you very much. We have a motion by Legislator Lindsay who | think is proud to
claim you as his constituent, and I'll second that nomination on 2343, confirming your
appointment as the Commissioner of FRES. Motion and a second. All those in favor?

Opposed? Abstentions? Approved unanimously (VOTE: 820«0<0). Congratulations.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:

Thank you. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

And we'll see you a week from Tuesday.

ACTING COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:
Thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay, | would ask the == | don't see == the Chief of Department is just coming in so that he can
come and == Chief Moore, if you would come forward. | know the Commissioner was not able to
be here today, but we're glad that you are. And I've received some information that I think
would be more appropriate coming from the department to give us an update on where we are

with the helicopter, so perhaps you can start with that.

CHIEF MOORE:
Good afternoon, everyone. Happy New Year. To the newer members, welcome to one of the
very exciting areas of Suffolk County government, and | think you'll find this a very interesting

committee.

The helicopters. As you know, we had had a series of problems with two of the helicopters, the
MD=902's; those helicopters are manufactured by MD Helicopters, and this was an ongoing
problem. Now, | brought Captain Stuart Cameron with me, if you have any technical questions
I'll bring him up and he'll be happy to answer the technical questions. But the issue with those
helicopters had to do with the hubs and this is a device that holds the rotors on to the
helicopters. Now, industry standards for these hubs give them a life of 10,000 hours.
Unfortunately the hubs on these helicopters have lasted 900 hours, a replacement lasted 700
hours, a replacement lasted 399 hours, a replacement lasted 77 hours, so clearly there's a

major problem with these helicopters.

Because the problem was effecting both of the helicopters, one of the helicopters was taken out
of service some time in September of 2004. And while we were attempting to get a
replacement hub from the manufacturer, the other helicopter also went out of service, and this
iIs some time in November. We now have a hub for one of those helicopters and that helicopter,
that MD+=902 will be back in service tomorrow and will be placed out, either the MD«902 or the
AeStar will be placed out at Gabreski Airport to continue the service to the east end. So as of
today, we have the AeStar which is located at McArthur Airport and effective tomorrow, as early

as possible, one of the MD=902's will be in service.

You know, in Police Departments = and I'm glad to see our friends from the fire departments

here. Fire departments and the community at large is more familiar with fire departments and
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ambulance companies engaging in mutual aid agreements. It's not as welleknown but police
departments pretty much do the same, they're generally informal agreements. When Nassau
County had the tragedy with Avianca back in the mid 80's | think it was, all of the police
departments offered their assistance and all of the police departments were there with
personnel, supplies, equipment and any other support they could lend. When we had our
tragedy, TWA 800, once again, all of the police departments couldn't do enough to help support
our efforts. And when we had the tragedy of 9/11, once again, all police departments rushed to
the aid of the New York City Police Department. As a matter of fact, in law enforcement
community, managing the response is often a greater challenge than giving support to another
agency because the officers are so eager to step in and support the officers of the other

agencies, as you well know.

So that's where we stand right now, as of tomorrow we will have two helicopters in operation,
the AeStar which we have a great deal of confidence with and that's the smaller of the
helicopters, and the <= one of the two M.D. 902's. The third MD=902, again, it's the same issue,
the issue with the hub, and I really wish I could tell you when that's going to be back in
service. We know what the problem is, we know what the need is, but we really can't pin the
company down as to when they're going to be able to deliver a replacement hub for that

helicopter.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
And where are we e« and this is rhetorical because | do know where we are but | think it's
important to put on the record == with the purchase of the additional helicopter that was

authorized at our meeting in December?

CHIEF MOORE:

Well, I think I'm going to need your help with that, I'm not as familiar with that process. My
understanding is, and please help me here, that the County Executive and the Legislature is
moving very forcefully to reduce the waiting time. As all of you know, if we engage in the
bidding process, that alone will take best guess three months. If we e and then after that it
can be anywhere between a 120 and 150 days before actual delivery of the helicopter; so it's
quite a long time, it could be May. My understanding is that you're attempting to shorten that
period and, in fact, | believe the County Executive may have two of three companies that we

put out an offer to have already returned bids.
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay. Perhaps this would be a good time to bring the Captain up =~

CHIEF MOORE:

Sure.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

e pecause | know Legislator Losquadro had some questions. But the information that | had
been given, and perhaps the Captain can confirm it, that the process was expedited, that by
declaring an emergency we were able to send out the Requests For Proposals with a very, very
tightened time frame and | believe it was last Friday and two of the three responders, or those

that were solicited responded. And maybe you can pick it up at that point, Captain.

CHIEF MOORE:

If I may, just for those of you who don't know him, this is Captain Stuart Cameron, one of our
more gifted Captains. He's the Executive Officer of our Special Patrol Bureau, one of the
commends under Special Patrol Bureau is the Aviation Section, the helicopter section.

Captain?

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Thank you.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

As you're familiar, the ordinary procedure would be to send out an RFP and | believe there are
State laws as far as how long it has to be advertised in certain trade publications and then we
give them, the manufacturers, time to prepare bids on the helicopter, because it's involved,
there's a lot of equipment and completion work involved in preparing a helicopter, even a
smaller helicopter like a singleeengine helicopter. Generally | believe there's about 30 days
given, Purchasing gets the paperwork back in, they read through it and in our bid specs a lot of
the companies will bid equivalent items, we have to determine whether those equivalent items
actually meet our specs, that takes some time because ordinarily the specs are written towards
a particular helicopter and other companies may bid an alternate product on that. So that = as
the Chief said, that procedure can take up to twoeandea<half to three months to actually get

the bids which would delay the acquisition of a new helicopter. What we're trying to do is to see
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if we can go with what is called, "sole source" and just put out a bid to American Eurocopter for
another AeStar which has a lot of = there's a lot of justification for that because we already

have an AeStar and it would simplify a lot of things, issues such as training and repairs for us.

So what the Police Commissioner did, he sent out a letter to the three primary manufacturers of
singleeengine helicopters which would be comparable to an AeStar, American Eurocopter which
manufactures the AeStar, Bell Helicopter which manufactures a product called the Bell 407, and
Agusta Aerospace which manufactures a singleeengine helicopter called Koala. He gave them a
time frame for returns, replies to his letter as of last Friday and | believe as of that date he
received a reply from American Eurocopter with a price on an AeStar and Agusta Aerospace

with a price on Koala, but he has not yet received a reply from Bell Helicopter.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay, thank you. And | was glad that the Inspector mentioned the members of the fire service
that are here today because it seemed that there really is a very close partnership in working
together. And it was at the FRES Commission meeting that the genesis of the purchase of this
helicopter happened, the County Executive happened to be there and we had been discussing
the fact that the MD+902 was down and that it was likely that the second one was going down
and that we wanted to try to expedite the purchase of a fourth helicopter. So the County
Executive was very helpful in giving us the Certificate of Necessity that we needed at the
meeting, we were able to pass that resolution, so it's brought us to this point; so, again, I'm

glad you mentioned that. Legislator Losquadro and then Legislator Lindsay.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

Thank you, Captain. On the MD=902, we heard testimony from the Chief saying that obviously
industry standards on these hubs are about 10,000 hours and they've ranged anywhere from
77 to 900 hours, the lifespan of them. | understand we finally got a new replacement hub; is it
the same technology, is there any indication that it is going to last any longer than the previous
hubs have lasted? And if == | saw an indication already; if not, is this an inherent design flaw

possibly in the design of the engine that's causing a vibration, is it correctable?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
Sir, the industry standard in a situation like this, if they have a part that fails prematurely, the
company would put their engineering staff to work on it and they would try to reengineer that

particular part, and that may be an ongoing process because as you improve the strength of
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this particular part you may experience a failure in another part and that may go on for a while
until you actually get the drive line to the point where you don't have any more failures. But to
my knowledge, there has been no reengineering of this particular upper rotor hub part and we
just keep receiving the same part over and over again and it costs the County money. When
we buy one we get a one year warranty and we receive, when we can get them, the parts for
free, but at the end of the year then we have to purchase the part again. And it's not just the

matter of purchasing the part, it's also, as you understand, the down time on the helicopters.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

Of course. That led into my next question about were there any other problems with the
helicopters either related to the failure of this part or any other manufacturing defects that
we've come across that have led to sort of out of the ordinary maintenance downtime or

scheduling that you've incurred?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Yes.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:
Okay.

CHIEF MOORE:

Sir, if 1 could just elaborate a tad on that.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

I should know better than to ask a yes or no question from up here.

CHIEF MOORE:
Yeah, we have such deep concerns that we've made a complaint to the FAA and the County
Attorney is exploring, you know, our options as far as litigation is concerned, you know, as a

result of the consistent flaws in both.
LEG. LOSQUADRO:

You have a career as a mind reader ahead of you, Chief, because you got my next question; |

wondered if there was a lemon law on helicopters.
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CHIEF MOORE:

Wwe'll see.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

And the AeStar helicopter, I've just heard it referred to a couple of times the singleeengine units
as small; should == obviously we're already talking about bidding for a similar unit, but is there
any indication that we should be looking for a larger unit, perhaps a twin engine unit as the
replacement or is the = would the Special Patrol Bureau be satisfied with another single engine

unit as a replacement in this capacity?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

The reason, sir, we chose to look for another single engine helicopter is the delivery time is
much quicker on a single engine helicopter, probably in the range, as the Chief said, of 120 to
150 days, a twin engine helicopter could be up to six months longer. And we realized that we
were in a crisis situation and we needed to have aircraft to fly, although it's not ideal by any
stretch of the imagination to do a Medevac in a singleeengine helicopter, in fact, we lose the
ability to fly with two pilots because the patient protrudes into the cockpit and the copilot has to
be removed and the seat folded up in order to accommodate a medevac; it's better than not
having anything. You know, certainly we need something and the singleeengine helicopter is
extremely reliable, generally that's in service over 90% of the time compared to our MD+=902's
which range in the 60% range in ineservice time. In order to accommodate having both
facilities open, at Islip and at Westhampton, we need to have something that is reliable,

primarily reliable.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:
Very good, thank you. And Chief, | look forward to discussing the matter of potential action

against the manufacturer of these MD 902's with you at length. So, thank you.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

| didn't mean to be curt, sir.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

Oh, no, not at all.
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CAPTAIN CAMERON:
I have a whole laundry list of parts, if you're interested in what we replace, but we have had a

lot of premature failures.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:
Not at all. I can tell == unfortunately the audience behind you can't see your face, but | could

tell by the look on your face that it was substantial. So, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Captain, | have a question. On the 60% time that the twin engine is up, is that the MD*902 or

would that be reflective of most twin engines?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

A twin engine helicopter probably will never have the ineservice time of a singleeengine
helicopter just because there's more components involved, there's more room for things to fail
and it's more involved doing inspection maintenance. However, 60% is not what we would
expect, we would expect definitely over 80%, not quite as good as the over 90% that we

experience on the AeStar but certainly much better than 60%.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, thank you. Legislator Lindsay.

LEG. LINDSAY::

I realize the necessity of getting another aircraft as quickly as possible, I'm a little bit disturbed
about buying another single engine, though. My understanding is the twin engine is a much
safer aircraft for both the patients in terms of a medevac situation as well as for the people that
operate the aircraft; is that true?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

We did some research, the fatality rate in a single engine aircraft as opposed to a twin engine
aircraft is roughly the same, it's not less safe. The utility of a twin engine aircraft obviously is
that on certain circumstances, not in all circumstances, you can fly on one engine if one engine
fails, but there are <= both engines feed into a combining gear box and into a transmission. So
if you have any failures in the drive line side it doesn't matter whether you have twin engines

because both engines feed into the same components and the aircraft would no longer be able
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to fly.

LEG. LINDSAY:

But the second engine comes in very handy if one fails.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Yes, sir. The primary utility on the twin engine is the fact that the cabin is larger and it's ==

LEG. LINDSAY::
Helicopters don't glide, do they?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

No, sir.

LEG. LINDSAY::

You know, | believe it's something that probably everybody is going to have to look at, from the
Executive down to us down to you guys, but I think it's time that we start looking into trading in
these two lemons that we have before they break again, and it would be my preference to look
at a twin engine aircraft to replace them, and | had this discussion with the County Executive
with our Chairwoman, so everybody knows how I feel about it. Before we face an emergency
again, | would like to see us be a little proactive to see if there's any value to these two lemons

that we have now and get rid of them.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you, Legislator Lindsay. | had the same conversation with e

LEG. BISHOP:

It's taking value out of them.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
e+ Deputy County Executive yesterday about trading them in, but I think they're == well, | won't

say it. Legislator O'Leary and then Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. O'LEARY:

Good afternoon, gentlemen. The concern | have is with the MD+902's and any performance
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guarantees or warranty that were attached to those particular purchases. And I would hope
that prospectively that there would be something in the RFP's that would certainly cover that
situation where == | mean, it was a statement from | believe the C Captain that every time we

order a hub it costs us money; is that accurate?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

No, sir. | believe the first hubs, the warranty on the 902 was a one year full warranty and a
second year degrading warranty down to zero percent as the course of the year progressed. |
believe both the initial hubs that failed were during that period of the second year, so we had to
pay for part of them but not for the entire hub. And then as | stated, once we buy a hub and
pay a hundred percent for it, we have a one year warranty under which time the manufacturer
will replace them free of charge, if they can get them to us, if they have them on the shelf to

get them to us.

LEG. O'LEARY:

But the warranty didn't cover the 10,000 hours that was previously stated?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
No.

LEG. O'LEARY:

No?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

It's not == that's the recommended life for that part e

LEG. O'LEARY:
Okay, all right.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

e+ put it's not covered under warranty for that long.

LEG. O'LEARY:
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Were there any performance guarantees in the previous contract with MD with respect to the

helicopters itself and the RFP's?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Other than that manufacturer's warranty, | don't believe there was.

LEG. O'LEARY:

But there were no performance guarantees outside the warranty.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Not to my knowledge.

LEG. O'LEARY:

Are there any in the RFP's that are going out now?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

What exactly do you mean, sir?

LEG. O'LEARY:
Well, the company would have to guarantee that the helicopters will be operating in an effective

manner for a period of time unless they're liable.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Well, the period e

LEG. O'LEARY:

I mean, | was happy to hear that the County Attorney's Office is contemplating some litigation
with respect to this, but in the RFP, anyone who is going to get a contract, perhaps it should be
brought to their attention that we're looking for the performance guarantees of the equipment

that's == the machinery.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
The performance guarantee on the AeStar from American Eurocopter is 2 years/1,000 hours,

that's their standard warranty.

LEG. O'LEARY:
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That's the standard, 2 years/1,000 hours?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Yes, sir.

LEG. O'LEARY::
And was that the case with the MD*902's that we had?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
The MD was the first year a hundred percent, second year degrading down to zero percent on a

prorated basis.

LEG. O'LEARY:
Okay, you stated that. But, | mean, | think the concern should be going forward that we buy
some quality machinery that's not going to be breaking down and there's a guarantee that

there's parts and surplus or whatever for repairs. All right, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Thank you. First let me thank the Chair for her leadership in bringing this matter to I hope a
positive conclusion with the purchase of the fourth helicopter. But looking beyond that, what
should we be considering and what time frame should we be concerned about as far as future
helicopter replacements, number one? Number two, the MD=902's, that is == that's a helicopter
that's used, | know Maryland State Police used it and have quite a large fleet and some other
large law enforcement agencies as well. Is this problem that we've experienced unique, with the
rotor hub? | mean, we have two and both of them have had this problem repeatedly; what's

been the experience elsewhere in the industry?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
To my knowledge, sir, we're the only law enforcement operator of the MD+902, we're the first
and only law enforcement operator in the United States of the MD+902. There are other

operators of MD=902's in the country but they're private medevac operators or tour operators.
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LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay. What was it, then, as | recall we were looking at these helicopters?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

The Maryland State Police operate a Dauphin which is a large helicopter, it's got a fenastron
which is an enclosed tail rotor.

The Coast Guard operates them, I'm sure you may have seen the Coast Guard flying that
particular helicopter, it's larger and it's a upper category from the MD«902. The MD<902 is a

light twin, that's a medium twin helicopter, that's what they operate.

There is a = you know, anecdotally there is an operator of MD*902's in Lubock, Texas, who has
three of them who's been waiting for an upper rotor hub for six months. So there are other
people that are having the same or similar problems, and there's a lot of them in Europe and

they are also having some problems getting parts for their equipment as well.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

When was this aircraft manufactured?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
When were they manufactured? We received them in May and June of 2001 with delivery dates

of e one came in in May and one came in in June.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

The first question now; what are our projections for aircraft replacement? And getting back to
Legislator Lindsay's question, should we be looking at dual aircraft, dual engine aircraft or
should we be looking at other capabilities beyond what we currently have? Again, given the new

world we live in with possible threats and responses to mass casualties.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Well, our standard operating procedure, sir, is that the MD=902 serve as our primary medevac
ships and the AeStar was intended to be a backup medevac ship because it's a compromised
police medevac, far more than the MD=902 because of the loss of the copilot and the small
cabin space for a medevac. And as | mentioned earlier, the only reason we're suggesting that

we get another AeStar is that we're in such a dire situation now that the expedited delivery time
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would be very beneficial to us. As you know, we had to reach out to the State Police in January
because we had no aircraft available, and it's not ideal for us to have that base closed at
Gabreski, we're trying to keep that base open a hundred percent of the time which, under the
circumstances, is virtually impossible for us to do, it's beyond our control. So that's why right

now we're looking to get another AeStar, but ideally e

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

I realize the State Police have a different mission because they have to fly further distances, but
what about some of the comparable agencies in the country, Fairfax County, Prince George's
County, Maryland, LA County, a much larger County than Suffolk geographically, Maracopa
County, Arizona; what type of aircraft do they fly? You know, for the third time, should we be
looking at another type of aircraft than we have traditionally used given what | think is a new

mission that you have to consider?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
I would definitely say we should be looking at a twin engine aircraft as our primary medevac.

Also it has a lot of utility for ee

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

I hope the members of the committee heard that, a twineengine aircraft.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

ee certain police missions; a twineengine would be what we would want for a primary medevac.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Now, again, given the lead time the Chief mentioned, is that something we should be sitting
around waiting to see if we resolve this MD+*902 problem or should we be setting the wheels in

motion now to explore and do some type of e

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
Our problem with MD helicopters has been ongoing since we acquired them. This particular
time was just a crisis because we weren't able to get the parts and they were grounded, but

we've had ongoing problems and a myriad of parts that have failed =~
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LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay, so it's time to move on, to be proactive.

CHIEF MOORE:
Absolutely.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

And that said, what are the department’'s recommendation? You know, you have to deal with
the administration but you can also deal with us, we're a coequal branch of government, and if
there's a deaf ear there, | can assure you there's no deaf ear here. So this is your opportunity

to tell us what your needs are, gentlemen.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:
There is another twineengine aircraft also by the same manufacturer as the A=Star, American
Eurocopter, which is the largest manufacturer of light utility helicopters in the world; it's an AC

145, it's larger ==

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Would you provide members of that committee with that information ee

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Yes, Sir.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

e+ and your recommendations accordingly?

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

Yes, Sir.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you. Okay, I think we will move on to the agenda. Thank you very much. Are there any
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other resolutions that you wanted to address?

CHIEF MOORE:

No, I don't think so. But I did want to say this. You know, the County Executive moved very
quickly, all of you moved very quickly, legislator Caracciolo was writing letters to the Governor,
and I can't thank you enough. We also owe a debt of gratitude to the Superintendent of the
State Police, Wayne Bennett who, on his own authority, loaned us their helicopter just because

we're another police agency. You know, again, thank you for your response.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Well, thank you. And | appreciate you mentioning the State and it's very interesting because
we're always so quick to criticize and complain about the mandates and everything like that and
how we shouldn't be patrolling the Sunrise Highway and the Expressway, it's a State
responsibility but when we needed them they were here with a helicopter. And it's my

understanding that there was no charge for it?

CHIEF MOORE:
No.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay. So we need to remember that.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yeah, that's great.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, thank you.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

One thing | would like to point out, just for your edification, the Commanding Officer of the
Aviation Division from the State Police, Major Rogers himself, came down and worked the first
midnight with us because it was New Year's Eve into New Year's Day and he equated it to me as
trying to sell ice in Alaska to get one of his pilots to want to come down here. He came down

here himself and worked a midnight tour to cover Suffolk County for us.
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CHIEF MOORE:

You know, that's <= I'm sorry.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

That's really a wonderful thing, thank you for telling us.

CAPTAIN CAMERON:

And | thought it was extremely nice of him to do that for us.

CHIEF MOORE:

Yeah, just as a point of information. You know, you probably know this but let me say it
anyway; helicopters aren't like cars, it's not like the different between a Chevy and a Ford. A
Bell == Howell is it? The Bell Howell Helicopter is a very different machine from an MD«902 and
if you're qualified and certified to fly an MD=902, that doesn't necessarily mean you can fly any
helicopter that has twineengines. So this commitment on the part of the State Police was not

only the helicopter, it was also the personnel. So once again e

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Thank you. Thank you for mentioning that.

LEG. LINDSAY:

Madam Chair?

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Yes, Legislator Lindsay.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Maybe it would be appropriate if we sent a letter from the committee to the State Police

thanking them for their cooperation.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
I would be very happy to do that, but | was actually thinking of perhaps inviting them down to =
» yes, and doing a proclamation from the entire Legislative body. | mean, especially that the

guy came out ee
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LEG. LINDSAY:

| would concur.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
e+ on New Year's Eve himself, and I'll speak to the Presiding Officer about putting that together.

Thank you.

Okay, now I think we will go to the agenda. Although I did receive a memo from from the
County Attorney's Office who wanted to speak on two resolutions in particular, 2321 and 2059;

if you would come forward and share your concerns before we proceed with the agenda.

MS. CAPUTI:
Thank you, Deputy Presiding Officer. On Resolution 2321, | spoke to Counsel of the Legislature
this morning and | believe that we came to an agreement about addressing some concerns we

have with that bill, so | don't think | need to ee

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

So it's been resolved.

MS. CAPUTI:
Yeah, | don't think | need to put anything on the record.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, and that was on 2321. And what about 2059?

MS. CAPUTI:

On 2059, the Law Department just wanted to restate the concerns that we've talked about on
previous occasions, that we don't feel that there's a sufficient nexus between the County and
ambulance providers to authorize the Legislature to direct the Commissioner of Health to
impose fees on the improper use of ambulances. Even equally as important is that we feel that
you may be but putting the County in a greater liability situation if you did something like this
potentially. Because traditionally the County, when it's brought into a lawsuit involving

ambulances, gets out on some rejudgment motion, but if we start adding responsibilities for the
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County over these things, that could potentially be a result that we're a little concerned about

as well.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay. All right, thank you very much.

MS. CAPUTI:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay, let's move to the agenda.

TABLED RESOLUTIONS

1985«04 = Naming the new 6th Precinct in Selden the "Daniel P. Guido Building"

(County Executive). Motion to table by Legislator O'Leary, I'll second that. All those in favor?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

On the motion.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

On the motion, yes.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Is there a reason that we're tabling a motion to name a building after an esteemed law

enforcement official that served not only this County but Westchester and Nassau County?

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Legislator O'Leary | think will respond.

LEG. O'LEARY:
Yeah, I'll respond to that.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

We've addressed this a number of times in the committee.
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LEG. O'LEARY:

This has been addressed previously in committee, Legislator Caracciolo, and it's the feeling of
some members of this committee that perhaps another precinct would be more appropriate,
and the Legislator who has that particular district has taken exception to this particular

resolution.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
It's been my last communication that | had with the Commissioner that he was going to look at

perhaps the 2nd Precinct which was the precinct from which ee

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

He resided.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
e+ the Commissioner resided, yes. Okay? So we have a motion and a second to table. All
those in favor? Opposed? The resolution is tabled (VOTE: 8=0«0<0).

IR 2059204 « To prevent misuse of volunteer ambulance service in Suffolk County
(Bishop). This was the resolution that the County Attorney's Office just spoke on, volunteer
ambulance services in Suffolk County. We have a motion to table and second by Legislator
Losquadro. All those in favor? Opposed? The resolution is tabled (VOTE: 8=0=0<0).

INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS

IR 228904 = Accepting a donation of equipment from the Mattituck Lions Club

(Caracciolo). Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Yes, motion.

LEG. O'LEARY:

Second.
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Motion, second by Legislator Legislator O'Leary. All those in favor? Opposed? The resolution
is approved (VOTE: 8=0=0<0).

2290<04 = Streamline Emergency Medical Services (EMS) coordination and improve

response time (Bishop).

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Did we do 21157

LEG. O'LEARY::
2115 has been withdrawn.

LEG. BISHOP:

Motion to approve.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

2290, we have a motion to approve. Is there a second?

LEG. LINDSAY:

Sure.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay. | am going to make a motion to table.

LEG. O'LEARY:

Second.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

You heard Mr. Williams talk about the meeting that they have put together and from what I
understand they're going to be meeting on a regular basis to address this issue and | feel we
should give the volunteer community and the Commissioner of FRES and everyone else
involved an opportunity to come up with some solutions before we legislate it. So we have a

motion and a second to table ee
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LEG. BISHOP:

On the motion.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

e+ which takes precedence. Legislator Bishop on the motion.

LEG. BISHOP:

Well, the bill is back again this year and | thought for the first meeting | wouldn't give you the
full show, so there are no dogs, no ponies, no medical professionals or victims. But | do want to
speak about the bill, especially for the benefit of Legislator Caracciolo and Legislator = excuse
me, Mystal = who haven't had the opportunity to hear these brilliant remarks that I make at
every meeting. And also to my colleagues who I know when they tabled it previously, several
said that they wanted the opportunity to look at this issue more closely and talk to their
volunteer agencies, | hope they have done that. Since the last meeting there have been several
editorials in support of this legislation provided by both Newsday and the New York Times and
there has been great progress made at FRES, which we heard about earlier and | think that's

tremendous and very positive.

In these previous = when we've discussed this bill previously, everybody that's come forward
from the volunteer community to the medical community, everybody has praised data; you
know, it runs the gamet from it would be helpful to it's critical. Legislator Carpenter who has a
Sense Resolution on today sites it of paramount importance and that's a good Sense Resolution
that I'm going to want to cosponsor. So there's agreement that data is critical, we need the
data. Data is also not uniformally or comprehensively collected in this County. If you wanted to
know what the average response time is in this County or in any jurisdiction, you won't know it,
it's not available and that's not helpful, that's a critical lapse. It's also true that currently
without the data we can't identify where holes are in the system and we can't solve problems.

So, | mean, it's selfeevident, we need a better data collection system.

Data rests with the dispatching agencies, it's not with the volunteer organizations, it's with the
dispatchers; the dispatchers have the data. What this bill does is say to the volunteer
organizations, "Tell the dispatching organizations, authorize the dispatching organizations to

release the data to the County,"” that's what this bill is about. So it says Suffolk County
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mandates that the volunteer organization authorize the dispatching agency, whether it's the
Smithtown PSAP or the Babylon Central PSAP to provide the information to the Suffolk County
EMS. There have been those in previous meetings who have said that we don't want to release
e Wwe don't want to capture this data, we don't want to collect it because if we know what's
going on we would expose the County to greater liability; that is not only poor law, it's even

worse policy.

There's no protection in ignorance. You know, you can't == the law doesn't say =< it doesn't
protect you for not knowing, you know, it's you should know or do know, and the should know
would apply in this circumstance; so there's no comfort in not knowing what's going on in the
volunteer system. And of course, we have a vested interest because we ensure that system, so
when there are lawsuits for poor response time, the County has the first million dollars of
liability. That's from a legal, financial perspective, but from a human perspective it's our
system. You know, we are the only County that | know of in America that has a system like this
and the County is charged under the State with public health and public safety; these volunteer
organizations operate under the Suffolk County Director of EMS' medical license. One way or
another, it's our system and we're responsible when that system is not running at optimum

efficiency.

The bill is not exclusive to the efforts that have begun in the FRES Commission e those efforts
are positive and they're welcomed and they're necessary = but this bill is necessary because it
provides the legal authority and the political imperative for them to do their work. Of course the
volunteers and the bureaucracy is going to develop the specifics under the law, but this is the
law that would create the uniform mandate to collect data; what they're working on is how to
collect it, how to solve that problem. You still have to have a law so that other particular
agencies through the system don't decide to ignore the uniform collection practices. So the
purpose of this law is to create the legal authority for them to do their work, so to say we're
going to let them do their work is not addressing what we need to do. We are the Legislature
and we need to decide that we want to collect this data, they will work on the particulars of how

it's collected and the work that they're doing, you know, is excellent and welcome.

So that's a basic primer on the issue. We'll pick it up again, if this is tabled or if it's defeated it
will be refiled, next time, you know, with a more full discussion of it. But | hope that Legislators
continue to look into this issue and take the time to understand a very complicated system.

There have been discussions about PCR forms; PCR forms are one aspect of it, but the PCR
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form itself does not provide the full picture. The only thing that's going to provide the full
picture, as Commissioner Williams testified earlier, is a different system and he's says the
volunteers and he are willing to take that on; that's great and we look forward to what they
develop, but that still doesn't relieve this Legislature of its obligation to pass this bill. Thank

you.

LEG. O'LEARY:

I have a question.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

I would just like to respond and put something on the record and then, Legislator O'Leary, if
you will. 1 don't think this Legislature is not doing the responsible thing if we table this bill.
And | did want to say that | had received a fax from the Town of Southampton asking that we
table the bill, "That the town and other town officials and fire EMS agencies throughout Suffolk
County are not opposed to the efforts to improve response time or to work together in a
consensus fashion for an effective comprehensive data collection system. They're
acknowledging that it can be a valuable tool to evaluate the EMS system and help identify
where there are response and/or dispatching problems, that it can't <= that this efficient and
cost efficient data collection cannot be accomplished without working with the 12 PSAPS
operating in the County and obtaining the necessary input from EMS leadership Countywide.
The Town of Southampton EMS Advisory Committee is prepared and will present to the town

board a strategic plan to improve EMS in the Town of Southampton.”

So == and | just highlighted that one particular thing, this is four pages and I'm certainly not
going to read it but I will share it with the members of the committee, but | think, Legislator
Bishop, to respond to you directly, | think what you << a lot of what you hope to accomplish
with this is starting to happen. And | for one feel, as I've said before, that we need to let the
people that are in the trenches working with the system to come up with the solutions and
they're doing that. And | think under the leadership of Commissioner Williams and his
commitment to tackling this issue head on, they had a meeting, here we are January 12th and
they've already had a meeting this year and they're committed to meeting every month, | think
we need to let them move forward and we're not certainly abdicating our responsibility.

Legislator O'Leary.
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LEG. O'LEARY:

Yeah, | just wanted to echo Legislator Carpenter’'s statements and thoughts concerning the
service itself making efforts to improve upon the issues and these alleged problems that have
been raised as a result of this particular resolution. And | would suggest very strongly that they
be given the opportunity to do just that, and in the event that that does not occur, perhaps it's
something that we can revisit down the road to see just how much changes, positive changes
have been made with respect to these issues that have been raised over the past several
months. My question to the sponsor is is there any significant difference, any substantive
changes in this particular resolution than the previous one, and have you made any

amendments?

LEG. BISHOP:

Yes. There is one change, the penalty provision is no longer that the County cannot contract
with any department that does not authorize the release of this data, it simply says that the
County will publish the names of those departments that do not release their data. So it has
gone from a ban on contracts to a publication of the listing of which departments are not

cooperating.

LEG. O'LEARY:

So the punitive aspect has been taken out of it?

LEG. BISHOP:

Correct.

LEG. O'LEARY:
Okay. And that is the only change that you made with respect e~

LEG. BISHOP:

Correct.

LEG. O'LEARY:

All right. Okay, thank you.

LEG. BISHOP:
And If | ==
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Certainly, Legislator Bishop, and then Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. BISHOP:

| appreciate that. You know, the disappointing aspect is the more you know about this issue,
and | fear that | probably know too much at this point, the more disappointed you can be in the
writings of the Town of Southampton. Here's the Town of Southampton which talks about, you
know, its efforts to undertake and improve the system and how it believes in data, and then
they say, "But we have a computer aided dispatch,” which means that the Town of
Southampton has all the information, all they have to do is send it over. That shows why this
bill is necessary, because it's == for some departments | would think perhaps Southold, which
seems to have a very old fashioned system, some individual jurisdictions may have antiquated
systems, but for those that are modern == Babylon, Smithtown and now we find out
Southampton, and the County which will be in a few months when its CAD goes oneline =< this
issue is == all these objections about the process are false, they're red herrings. It really comes
down = when you have computer aided dispatch, you're collecting all this data, it comes down
to letting the County have it, letting the proper agency, the EMS agency have the data in a
timely fashion so that holes in the system can be identified and corrected; that is really what

this measure is about.

And the fact that a jurisdiction like Southampton which has the data and is not releasing it
demonstrates, and it should demonstrate to all of you, why the bill is necessary. The great work
that can go on at the FRES Commission, it could be outstanding work and | assume it will be,
could still be ignored unless we pass this bill, and that's the message that I'm trying to get

across today.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
And the message that | would respond to you with is that when and if we get to that point
where they're ignoring the work of the FRES Commission, then | think perhaps something like

this resolution would be something that we should be considering. Legislator Caracciolo.
LEG. CARACCIOLO:

I've been following this matter in the press, I've seen those editorials that Legislator Bishop

referenced, but | haven't had an opportunity to make inquiry with the County Attorney's Office
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with respect to this liability question or the position of the County Executive, both which are
represented here today. So | would like to request Mr. Zwirn and the representative from the
County Attorney’s Office to provide me with their respective positions on the liability question

and the policy question from the Executive's point of view.

MR. ZWIRN:

Good afternoon. | believe the County Executive's position on this, Legislator Caracciolo, is that
he wants to do it in a nonepunitive way; he'd like to work with the departments, use his offices
if possible to try to bring everybody together. It has been <= without the intention of Legislator
Bishop, it's been a fairly divisive issue among the fire services and we would like to see if we
could use our offices to try to work together. But the punitive part being taken out I think is
very helpful, that was one of the issues the County Executive had about trying to punish the fire
services for not == by perhaps losing their umbrella insurance with the County and that was

something that he was not in favor of.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Well, that sounds encouraging. Can you give us some sense of a timetable of when that might

be accomplished?

MR. ZWIRN:

I can't give it to you but I know we would try to get it done, you know, in a timely manner, as
quickly as possible, but I think there have been some steps taken in the right direction. | mean,
some of it = it's not going to be easy, it's clear that that hasn't been the case, as the Chair can
tell you, when we had the last meeting when everybody was represented from the fire services,
it's been contentious. But | think it is moving along, but I think it also has to come from within
the departments, again, in a spirit of cooperation as opposed to trying to hold a hammer over

the departments with the club that the County had with the insurance issue.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Okay. So that's now been addressed by the sponsor, so you're much more at ease with the

proposal than you were previously.

MR. ZWIRN:
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I believe the County Executive is and we'd like to see, you know, again, if we could resolve this
mutually as opposed to trying to put our position on the table and say take it or leave it. That's
not the position we would like to take, we'd like to see if it can be worked out with the
cooperation of the fire services and ultimately provide the service, you know, for the residents

and taxpayers of the County.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Yeah. | mean, the sponsor feels, and | think his perspective is correct, that this is public
information, the public should have a sense of how long it takes in different jurisdictions for a,
you know, First Responder and an ambulance to respond and maybe even a police helicopter.
So that we can address the shortcomings in the system and provide those public resources and
those fire districts and in the County Police District, you know, to augment perhaps the services
that are provided. As you well know, as a former supervisor in the Town of North Hempstead,
in Nassau County there is a police department, ambulance service and every police precinct,
going back to the time | retired from that department, had at least two or three police
ambulance in each precinct 24/7; maybe that's something we have to consider in Suffolk

County.

If the First Responders in the fire districts and the ambulance districts can't recruit and retain
the volunteers, well then maybe this has to become a paid public service and taxpayers have to

pay for better service if we want to save lives.

MR. ZWIRN:

I think one of the questions we had, and | think it was raised, is that the cookie cutter
approach. The east end, as you know and Legislator Schneiderman knows, anecdotally | live in
northwest of East Hampton, if the East Hampton Volunteer Fire Department's ambulance is in
the driveway with a crew with the engine running, it would take them 20 minutes, 25 minutes
to get to my house if no deer were in the road, if they just went through every e« it's
impossible. So the response times for the area where 1 live, where | choose to live knowing =e

excuse me?

LEG. BISHOP:

How far do you live from the East Hampton Fire House?
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MR. ZWIRN:

About seven miles.

LEG. BISHOP:

So you think it takes 25 minutes to go seven miles?

MR. ZWIRN:

Oh, I know it does. We're not driving on Sunrise Highway.

LEG. BISHOP:

Even with lights and sirens?

MR. ZWIRN:
The speed limit on those roads is 30 miles an hour and you do 30 miles an hour not because
you don't want to speed, it's because you have no choice, between the way the road is

designed and because of all the live animals that run across the road.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
You're down by the County Park, right?

MR. ZWIRN:

I'm back by Cedar Point Park, that's correct.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Yeah; drive down that road, Dave, it's very hazardous.

LEG. BISHOP:

I just want to see, seven miles at 30 miles an hour e

MR. ZWIRN:
I'm just telling you, an ambulance is not a Porsche, | mean, it's a big box piece of equipment.
And I'm just telling you, | know that it is virtually impossible for them to meet some of the

criteria, so | think that's why you've seen such strong resistance.

LEG. BISHOP:
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There's no == hold on; if I may.
CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Certainly. Well, Legislator ==

LEG. BISHOP:

I need to interrupt because e~

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Excuse me, excuse me. Legislator Caracciolo has the floor; if he wishes to yield.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Yeah, if I can get an answer from the County Attorney then I'd be happy to yield the floor.

LEG. BISHOP:

We've just veered into a different issue.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
If the County Attorney would come up and address the issue of <= Dave, you can have it in a

moment, just let me get a ==

LEG. BISHOP:

While she's coming up.

MR. ZWIRN:

Remember, those were anecdotally I was speaking, not on <= I'm not representing the County «

LEG. BISHOP:

But you're not even speaking to the bill.

MR. ZWIRN:
Well, I'm just saying, but | know ee | think I understand some of the = | was at the Town
board meeting in East Hampton when they voted to oppose this resolution and I think a lot of it

comes from the fact that this County is so big and so diverse that the way people respond in

file:/[IM|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2005/ps011205R.htm (56 of 66) [2/10/2005 4:33:34 PM]



PS011205

the western part of the County may be very different when they can in the eastern part. With
mutual aid, | mean, you can speak to that, Legislator Caracciolo, because you know when
you're in Greenport in the Town of Southold, you know, where are you coming from? Your
mutual aid is going to come from Shelter Island which has a small department and from the
south fork which is going to take them e there's no way they can get there except coming
across the ferry or going through Riverhead. So it's e= and you're in Montauk, mutual aid has
got to come from the Coast Guard, I mean, it's just = or Plum Island, there's just nowhere e

you're just so far east and so isolated that it's very hard to meet some of the criteria, | think.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
And if it's during a Noreaster and the causeway washes out, you've got to call in a helicopter

and pray that there's one available.

LEG. O'LEARY:
Not an MD=902.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Can we just get a quick response from the County Attorney's Office on this liability issue?

MS. CAPUTI:

I believe this is the bill that Ms. Bizzarro discussed in executive session with you at one point a
couple of meetings ago and her comments would still stand, but = and | haven't spoken
directly with her or

Ms. Malafi recently about this resolution, but I believe as the resolution is currently drafted it is

legally permissible to do what he's doing, but there may be some practical concerns.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay. Is there any question here that Dr. Aldrosano (sic) who is == what is her title?

LEG. BISHOP:

Alicandro.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

It's Dr. Alicandro.
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LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Alisandro, I'm sorry.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Alicandro.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Alicandro?

CHAIRMAN BINDER:

Yes.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Okay, we got it right.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Jeanne Alicandro, Director of EMS.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Okay. Now, there's something about her, what, license; what's at risk as far as her potential

liability, Dave?

MS. CAPUTI:

The ambulance, EMT people -

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

I know she is, but I think the sponsor made reference to ee

LEG. BISHOP:

The risk to the County is that we have the first million dollars of liability insurance.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Right.
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LEG. BISHOP:
That's the real risk. The point was that the volunteers technically operate under her medical

license.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Correct.

LEG. BISHOP:

So that's how it was injected into the debate. If I can just e

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Yes.

LEG. BISHOP:
e+ clear something up because it's very important to understanding this issue. This bill doesn't

have any mandates regarding response time, it's only about data collection.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Right.

LEG. BISHOP:

So when anecdotally you hear that, you know, the east end is different and the cookie cutter,
which is a phrase which is like nails across the blackboard to me, the cookie cutter approach;
there is no cookieecutter approach because it's simply data and the data speaks for itself. If
there is a jurisdiction where it is reasonable to have a 25 minute response time, then that will
show up in the data and that jurisdiction can determine for themselves that it's reasonable. If it
is a jurisdiction that would find a 25 minute response time to be troubling, the data would speak

for itself and that jurisdiction can take action.

There is no mandate to get to a call in a certain amount of time, there is none of the other
REMSCO protocols, many of which I think are reasonable but many other e many people do
not feel they're reasonable about different ways to communicate, none of that is in the bill. The
bill is simply about collecting the data so we know what's going on. So when Mr. Zwirn

discusses anecdotes and cookie cutters, | rear in my seat because it's not the issue.
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LEG. CARACCIOLO:

So Mr. Zwirn, what is the harm then in gathering the data?

MR. ZWIRN:

I think there is some misunderstanding out in the community about when the east end <= and |
don't speak for the east end, I'm really speaking for myself right here because | think when |1
heard the conversations taking place at the Town Board of East Hampton, there was concern
that the data that they had would be compared to data in western Suffolk and their numbers

might look out of whack. | mean, I'm not exactly sure, I'm not speaking for them, I'm just ee

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Yeah, but they have to respond to their residents and constituents then. In other words, if
someone like Mr. Schneiderman who lives in Montauk has to wait 25 minutes for an ambulance,
then he and others have a choice, they can fund their local ambulance or fire district with
additional funds to make sure that they have the capability to get to a person in distress in nine
minutes, which | think the last time | recall was the County average or something like that. |
mean, that seems to me to be important information to share with your residents and

constituents.

MR. ZWIRN:
I don't think that there's a problem with that, but | just didn't == I'm not aware on the eastern

part of Long Island that we had e« that there was a perception that there was a problem.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
If the sponsor took even this minimal punitive provision out of the resolution, would the County

Executive then be inclined to support it?

MR. ZWIRN:
Oh, I'll bring it back to him and ask him, point blank.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Yeah. | mean, | don't know that publishing what some might suspect would be a black list is a
great idea, but I think if you share it with them, you know, through correspondents and

privately, then they can address the short comings they may have. | mean, | think that's a way
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to address that.

MR. ZWIRN:

I certainly would take that back to the County Executive.

LEG. BISHOP:

If it's a matter of a punitive prohibition, we'll adjust it.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay. You had an opportunity to say whatever you wanted to say?

LEG. BISHOP:
Yes, | did.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, good. Thank you. So we have a motion and a second to table the resolution. All those

in favor? Opposed?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Opposed.

LEG. BISHOP:
Opposed to tabling.

LEG. MYSTAL.:
Opposed to tabling.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Opposed.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, we have three, four opposed and four in favor, the resolution to table is defeated. Do we

have a motion to approve?

LEG. BISHOP:
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Motion to approve.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Motion to approve; second on the motion to approve?

LEG. MYSTAL:

I'll second it for him.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Okay, so we have a motion and a second on the approval.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

On the motion.

LEG. BISHOP:

I'll make a motion to discharge without recommendation and go to the full floor.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

On the motion, Madam Chair?

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

On the motion, Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

As | just shared with Mr. Zwirn, | think I could find myself supporting this resolution if the
punitive provision was completely removed from the resolution. | mean, | understand where
the sponsor is coming from, | think data collection is very important, but | don't think you
should punish ambulance and fire district volunteers because they simply don't have the
wherewithal that's provided to them through their communities with being blacklisted, | think

that's a terrible way to approach this.

LEG. BISHOP:

Madam Chair, my ee
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CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Legislator Bishop.

LEG. BISHOP:

My staunch ally, Legislator Lindsay e

LEG. LINDSAY:

Blame it on me.

LEG. BISHOP:
= has whispered in my ear that | better table this. All right, I will table it for one meeting. So

whatever mechanism is necessary to withdraw ee

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

It takes someone who was on the prevailing side, make a motion to reconsider by Legislator
Bishop, second by the chair. The motion has been reconsidered and it is now before us again.
We have a motion by the sponsor to table, | will second that. All those in favor of the
sponsoring motion < of the tabling motion? Opposed to tabling?

The resolution is tabled (VOTE: 8=0=0<0).

All right, one == well, I'm not going to say it, that's it.

LEG. BISHOP:
We'll pick it up at the next meeting.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, very good.

LEG. BISHOP:
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Thank you.

Okay, that takes us then to 2321«04 = Authorizing use of electronic monitoring devices
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for sex offenders (Alden).

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Motion.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Motion by Legislator Caracciolo.

LEG. LOSQUADRO:

Second.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Second by Legislator Losquadro. All those in favor? Opposed?
The resolution is approved (VOTE: 8=0=0<0).

IR 232204 = Appoint a member to the Suffolk County Citizens Corp. Council (Philip
A. Facquet 111, DC)(Caracappa). The gentleman was not able to be here today, I've just

been informed by the Presiding Officer's staff, so we will table the resolution.

LEG. O'LEARY:

Second.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
All those in favor? Opposed? The resolution is tabled (VOTE: 8=0«0<0).

2327=04 =« Adopting Local Law No. 2004, a Local Law to amend Article 11, Chapter
270 of the Suffolk County Code to provide further protections under the "Crack House
Law'" (Cooper), that will require a public hearing.

LEG. O'LEARY:

There's a public hearing on this?

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
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The next Legislative meeting.

LEG. LINDSAY:

Motion.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Second.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Okay, so we have a motion and second to table.
The resolution is tabled (VOTE: 8=0=0<0).

LEG. MYSTAL.:
2327, there's a public hearing?

LEG. O'LEARY:

Yeah, a public hearing.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

At the next full meeting.

LEG. O'LEARY::
On 1/25.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
Right.

SENSE RESOLUTIONS

And that takes us to Sense Resolution No. 8622004 =« Sense of the Legislature
Resolution requesting that the New York State Department of Health expedite
reporting of emergency service data to Suffolk County (Carpenter), on their PCR report.

I'll make that motion, second by ee

LEG. LINDSAY:
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Second.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:
e+ Legislator Lindsay. All those in favor? Opposed?
The resolution is approved (VOTE: 8=0=0<0).

And | would just like to note and recognize the passing of Mr. Arthur \_Nygrow\__ from the Town
of Huntington who was the Executive Director of the Long Island Chapter for Mothers Against

Drunk Driving who really fought valiantly on this issue.

LEG. BISHOP:

And Commissioner Jardin.

CHAIRPERSON CARPENTER:

Oh, yes, thank you. And also our past Commissioner of Fire, Rescue and Emergency Services,
Al Jardin passed away of a heart attack at a young age of 71 and he served this County well.
Thank you for mentioning that, Legislator Bishop, and perhaps on the meeting on Tuesday we'll
ask for a moment of silence for Commissioner Jardin.

And if there are no other business before the County == before the committee, we will adjourn.

(*The meeting was adjourned at 3:26 P.M.*)

Legislator Angie Carpenter, Chairperson

Public Safety & Public Information Committee

\_ \_ = Denotes Spelled Phonetically

file:/lIM|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/pk/2005/ps011205R.htm (66 of 66) [2/10/2005 4:33:34 PM]



	Local Disk
	PS011205


