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(The meeting was called to order at 12:41 p.m.) 
 

CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Good afternoon.  I'd like to call this meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee to order on this 
26th day of February, 2014.  Please rise and join us for the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator 
McCaffrey. 
 

(Salutation) 
 

CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
All right.  We're going to begin the meeting with Public Portion.  I only have one yellow card.  If 
you wish to be heard and have not filled out a yellow card please do so.  They're available at the 
front table.  The only card I have is that of Dawn Hopkins representing the Suffolk County Parks 
Board of Trustees.   
 
MS. HOPKINS: 
As you said, my name is Dawn Hopkins.  I am the Brookhaven Trustee and I'm also the Chair of the 
Board of Trustees.  And I'm really here just to wish you good luck in your service with Parks and we 
look forward to working with you.  Thanks. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Dawn, could you just tell us the frequently of, you know, because some of the members of the 
committee may want to occasionally attend the Board of Trustee meetings.  Can you just go over 
when you meet?   
 
MS. HOPKINS: 
We meet on the third Thursday of the month, from 12 until three. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  And do you guys e-mail a schedule?  Does the Commissioner e-mail to all of the Legislators 
when the meeting is?   
 
MS. HOPKINS: 
We do.  Actually, we send it out to the Parks Committee, but any Legislator who wants --  
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  That's fine.  I know you move them around. 
 
MS. HOPKINS: 
In the good weather we do.  During the winter months, up until I think April, we're at Meadow Edge 
in West Sayville.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  Any questions for Ms. Hopkins?  Thank you, Dawn. 
 
MS. HOPKINS: 
Thanks. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Is there anyone else who wishes to be heard?  All right.  Commissioner Dawson, if you'll come to 
the front table.   
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Certainly.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Any questions for the Commissioner before we begin?  Any items not on the agenda that the 
committee wishes to discuss?  Commissioner, is there anything that you want to bring to our 
attention?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No.  I think we'll just discuss it as we go through the resolutions if you have any questions. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  One question on an issue that is not before us.  Last year I had introduced a bill to have a 
kind of discover County parks day.  I think Nassau's doing something similar, where they -- actually 
a free day in their parks.  Have you -- last year I think we got rained out so we probably don't have 
any data, we didn't set a rain date, in terms of how successful that was.  I believe we had picked a 
date in June last year right kind of before the school break.  But any thoughts on this year?  I'd like 
to try it again to see if it works.  Do you have a date in mind that might work?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No.  I thought we were going to sit down, you and I, and kind of come up with something.  We 
thought that we were going to look at some of the data from -- some historical date on --  
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Say we pick a date that's historically weak and maybe even have it a free, really advertise and see 
if, you know, if we can get people out there or a half price day, something like that.  If you could 
get back to me by the next meeting with maybe some date ideas. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
That would be fine. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
And then I'll submit something with George. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Okay. 
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
Mr. Chairman, can I ask a question?   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Yes, Legislator McCaffrey. 
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
Commissioner, I had a question concerning -- someone had asked me a question about hunting on 
County parkland.  Is that something that we do or something we would consider?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We have a number of sites that work with DEC and in conjunction with some of the local townships.  
We have a number of sites that we do both archery and shotgun for deer.  We do a lot of duck 
hunting.  There's a list of sites, I don't have them off the top of my head.  We have a list of sites on 
the website, but yes we do a fair amount of hunting. 
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CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Legislator McCaffrey, I think I saw the same letter you got, too, about bowhunting, a non-resident 
bowhunting.  Really I got a really well thought out letter from a Nassau County resident who wanted 
to know if we could do a non-resident bowhunting.  We have roughly about 400 Suffolk County 
residents who take advantage, you know, and get their permits for bowhunting.  I think it's about 
$35 for a permit per year to bowhunt on County parks during hunting season.   
 
As we all know, we have a big problem with deer on the East End, real big problem.  And there's 
also quotas per hunter how many deer they can actually take.  It doesn't, you know, come close to 
addressing the issue with overpopulation.  So, you know, we probably do have room I would think 
to have some non-resident bowhunting permits.  It could be a good revenue source as well.  This 
gentleman was suggesting I think a $75 a year permit and no more than 400 non-resident permits.  
It seems like a good idea to me.  Can you comment on that?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I think it's something we have to research because it is very popular amongst the Suffolk County 
residents, and the amount of parkland that we have available for that is limited.  I know during 
shotgun season we actually have to do a lottery for Suffolk County residents.  I can't comment on 
the bow season, but that's something we need to look at. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Could you look into that?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Sure, before we venture it out to Nassau County. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Right.  And I don't know if typically whether counties have, with their hunting licenses, limitations in 
terms of resident only.  Are shotgun or are general permits for hunting we allow non-residents or 
just Suffolk County. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No, I think it's just Suffolk County residents.  Like I said, I think the demanding is very high.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  All right, thanks.  Did you have more on that?   
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
But the demand for the bow is less, right?  We probably haven't reached our capacity there in terms 
of how we could use that?  And it's a little less onerous, right, the bows?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Well, we have more sites available for the bow then we do for the shotgun.  But, I mean, as far as 
the statistics, I'd have to get back to you at the next meeting. 
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
If we were going to try something, would it be -- it sounds like what I'm hearing from you is that it 
might be better to try non-residents with the bow first and see how that goes.  Would that be 
something that would --   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
If we had the availability.  Again, I'm not sure we have the space available.  You know, they only 
allow a certain number of hunters in a certain square footage.  You have to -- there are restrictions 
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on far away you have to be from residential houses and setbacks and whatnot.  I mean, I can get 
you the list at the next meeting and tell you how full we are.   
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
That would be great.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
That would be helpful.  And is it onerous in terms of issuing these permits?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No, I wouldn't say so.  No, that's not the issue. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
So if we had a $75 permit as was suggested, or $100 permit and we allowed 400, that would be like 
$40,000 in new revenue. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Right, but you'd need the acreage. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
No, I understand that.  But on the upside of it, we'd reduce the deer population a little bit and we 
maybe produce $40,000 in money we didn't have for Suffolk County. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yeah, I think those are a little high numbers, but again, I'll do a little research on it and I'll get back 
to you at the next meeting. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  I appreciate that.  Okay, so let's jump into the agenda.  Actually before we do, Legislator 
Cilmi has an excused absence from today's meeting.  All right.  So we start with tabled resolutions. 
 

Tabled Resolutions 
 

I.R. 1002-14 - Authorizing an agreement to revitalize Cedar Island Lighthouse 
(Schneiderman).  
 
I'm going to make a motion to table this.  The gentleman representing the not-for-profit who is 
interested in doing this isn't present today.  And until he enters this arena for the conversation, I'd 
prefer to just table it.  So a motion to table by myself, second by -- 
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Legislator McCaffrey.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  So tabled.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not 
Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
 

Introductory Prime 
 

I.R. 1041-14 - Directing the Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation to develop 
a plan for the care and use of the Hilda Lindley House in Montauk County Park 
(Schneiderman).  
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I'll make a motion to approve.   
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Second by Legislator Hahn.  Any comments, Commissioner?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No.  I've had conversations with Commissioner Anderson.  We have no objection.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  And again here, this is a historic World War II building.  And we may be able to bring a 
not-for-profit in to help take care of it, but they -- any group that's looking at this wants to know 
what the costs are to bring it into a state of where the public can use it.  And that's really what this 
is about, is to take a look at it, develop some cost estimates.  Either, you know, I bring forward a 
capital project to repair the building ourselves or maybe we look toward outside funding.  But it is 
an important building so I hate to see it just be boarded up and fall into disrepair.  Okay, I 
appreciate that.   
 
All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved.  (Approved:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  
Legislator Cilmi) 
 
I.R. 1044-14 - To make permanent discounted golf fees for veterans and active military 
personnel.  I'll make a motion to approve.   
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Second by Legislator Hahn.  On the motion.  Again, Commissioner, we've had a pilot program 
running and I know BRO initially anticipated that we actually may see additional revenue from this, 
not a loss, by reducing the fees because of the increased use.  I don't know whether you have any 
data, whether it's been a good thing or bad thing.  I know for the vets obviously it's a good thing. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We supplied data to BRO prior to this meeting.  We did roughly a thousand rounds of golf under that 
program.  If those people had paid the full price -- I guess the worst case scenario is it costs the 
County about $4,000.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  You're supporting this. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Making this permanent?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes.   
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CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  Any comments?  Yes, Legislator Lindsay.   
 
LEG. LINDSAY: 
Mr. Dawson, we had spoken before in regards to the -- just the volume of different discounts that 
we give some of the parks, and you had voiced a concern of or a desire for us to consolidate that 
into maybe like a tiered system so that you're not flipping through 20, 30 pages to figure out what 
discount each person gets.  Is there a document you can put together for us as a specimen that we 
can consider to just make it simpler?  So if, for example, you have someone coming to play golf at 
West Sayville Golf Course and they're a veteran, is that discount the same as what -- is it 
comparable to the same discount as maybe a senior would get or other discounted rates as well. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Well, as it is now there's been multiple -- just on the veterans discount alone there are 11, I'm 
sorry, there are 10 resolutions dating back as far as 1997 on the fee structure and our fee structure 
is about 13 pages long.  It's one of the things I've wanted to do the last two years, is look at the fee 
structure as a whole and try to kind of simplify it, but that's something that we need to do internally 
from the department and then present it to the Legislature to kind of simplify things a little bit.  It is 
a bit --  
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Cumbersome. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Cumbersome. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
We are seeing in this case vets using this?  They're taking advantage of the discounted fees?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes, they are.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
That's great.  Okay.  So I have a motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
Approved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
 
I.R. 1053-14 - Authorizing use of Makamah Preserve in Northport by Northport Running 
Club (Spencer).  Did I say that right, Commissioner?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Makamah Preserve. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Makamah.  Makamah Preserve in Northport.  Those Native American names, right?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
I'll make a motion to approve, second by Legislator Hahn.  Any discussion?  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
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IR 1069-14 - Approving a License Agreement for Konrad -- now this is Polish.  This is tougher 
than the Native American --  Wojciechowski -- 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
You thought Makamah was tough?   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Did I get that right?  Close?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Wojciechowski, that's the way I'd pronounce it.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Where's Al Krupski when you need him -- to reside in Coindre Hall, West Neck Farm, in 
Huntington (Pres. Off.).  Do we have a motion?  A motion by Legislator McCaffrey.  Second by 
anybody?  I'll second.  That's fine.  Commissioner, this has gone through the whole process, right?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
It has gone through the process, yes.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Is this individual a Parks employee?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
He is a Suffolk County Police Officer. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Suffolk County Police Officer and he'd be living in the unit.  It's a fair market rate?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Fair market rate. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
How long of a lease?  For how long?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I'm sorry.  It's a month by month lease.  We don't enter into any long-term leases with these. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Do you have a unit number?  Are there more than one unit? 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
In Coindre Hall?  I don't know the specific number of this unit, but we have 37 rental units 
throughout the County, if that was your question. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Are there multiple ones at Coindre Hall?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No, this is the only rental unit at Coindre Hall. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
The title doesn't mention the unit, but I think you -- can we fix that?   
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MR. NOLAN: 
It's a scrivener's error. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
It might be in the backup documentation.  I don't have that in front of me.  I can get you the unit 
number.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
All right.  So we have a motion to approve and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
Approved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi) 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Counsel just informed me that we wouldn't put that down because a Police Officer wouldn't put that 
down on a public document, so.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Oh, it's intentionally left off.   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes, apparently. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Okay.  Gotcha.  All right.  So that was approved.  IR 1070-14 - Approving a License 
Agreement for Jason Ostrow to reside in Blydenburgh County Park, Smithtown (Pres. 
Off.).  
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
That's Blydenburgh. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
I'm sorry.  What did I say?  Blydenburgh County Park in Smithtown. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
He's a Police Officer as well.   
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
He's also a Police Officer.  Same thing, fair market price. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Fair market value. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Month to month. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yup. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Any questions, discussion?  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 
Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
 
IR 1094-14 - To waive fee for use of the County showmobile for the Amagansett Fire 
Department’s Parade (Schneiderman).  I'll make a motion to approve.   
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We're not in favor of this one.  
 
LEG. LINDSAY: 
Table. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Motion to table by Legislator Lindsay.  Any other motions?  There is a   motion to approve and a 
motion to table. 
 
LEG. McCAFFREY: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Second on the table by Legislator McCaffrey.  On the motion.  Commissioner, I know we historically 
do not make the showmobile available for free.  These fire departments do provide an extremely 
valuable service.  This is I think their 100th anniversary.  They came to me asking the County to 
provide this relief.  I brought forward this resolution with the hope that we might.  I know we 
charge them typically what, $500?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
It's $500 for the first four hours, 125 after that.  Just so you're aware, the four hours really turns 
into about eight hours for the -- 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
What is our cost?  Do we go set it up for them?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We set it up for them and we break it down for them.  Like I said, a typical four hour event would 
probably run us close to seven or eight hours by the time we get the unit from West Sayville out 
to -- I think was East Hampton.  You know, it's an hour-and-a-half ride out there, half an hour to 
set it, same thing on the return trip.  So I would say we cover our costs. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
We're lucky to break even. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Pretty much, yeah. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
All right.  So I don't have a second on the motion to approve.  I have only a second on the motion 
to table.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  I'll abstain.  However, though, 
it is tabled.  (Vote:  3-0-1-1 Abstention:  Deputy Presiding Officer Schneiderman; Not 
Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
 
IR 1147-14 - Authorizing use of Smith Point County Park property in 2014 by the 
Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Community Library’s Family Literacy Project (Browning).  Is 
there a motion?  Motion by --  
 
LEG. LINDSAY: 
Motion. 
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CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
-- Legislator Lindsay.  Second by Legislator Hahn.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
Approved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
 
I.R. 1158-14 - Authorizing use of Smith Point Park property by Getco Company, between 
the Ports and Event Power, Long Island, for a triathlon (Browning).  Same motion, same 
second.  Commissioner, is this --  
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
This is a triathlon that is being held at Smith Point Park. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
These are two locations, the Ports and Event Power?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No, I think that's the name of the group. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
That's the name of the group.  Oh, Event Power.  Okay, because it wasn't capitalized I was a little 
bit confused.  That is the group that's running the -- 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Correct. 
 
CHAIRMAN SCHNEIDERMAN: 
The event.  Okay.  All right.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? Approved.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 
Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi)   
 
And IR 1171-14 - Amending Resolution No. 1013-1999 to clarify License Agreement with 
Wildlife Rescue Center (Schneiderman).  
 
I'm going to make a motion to table to have further conversation about this.  Let me just briefly 
state that this entity rehabilitates quite a number of animals per year.  They have -- there's been 
some dispute whether they can or cannot handle deer.  They average, I think, around 70, 80 deer a 
year with about 10 of those deer surviving to be released into the wild.  They're looking to I think 
build some kind of cover to do the rehabilitation work and it's come into question whether under the 
current contract they even have the authority to rehabilitate deer because their contract says small 
mammals.  And I -- and maybe fowl, right, and birds.  Birds and small mammals.  But there are 
some questions about reptiles now and amphibians and all kinds of other things.  So we're going to 
try to clarify this and see what makes sense for them as a rehabilitation center.   
 
I'll make a motion to table, second by Legislator McCaffrey.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
Tabled.  (Vote:  4-0-0-1 Not Present:  Legislator Cilmi) 
 
And that is our last item on our agenda.  Is there anything else?  Seeing no other business, I'll 
make a motion to adjourn.  Thank you.   
 

(The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.) 


