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THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 1:12 PM 
 

CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
Good afternoon and welcome to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  And we'll start with the 
salute to the flag led by Legislator Hahn.   
 

SALUTATION 
 
Welcome.  We don't have any cards?  Or do we?  No.  You came right up here.   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I'm here.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Greg, how did the marinas and the golf courses make out in the storm?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Actually the marinas faired fairly well, both Shinnecock and Timber Point East and West.  There was 
minimal -- no damage actually out in Shinnecock.  Minimal damage out at Timber Point.  Yeah, we 
lost some boards.  Golf courses structurally really didn't sustain any damage, but we had a lot of 
wash over of saltwater onto the -- intrusion onto the greens and fairways; Timber Point probably 
being the worst.  
 
Right now all four golf courses are operating.  But Timber Point is operating on a modified nine.  I 
think they have seven holes open on the red and two on the white.  The blue got completely 
submerged.  We lost --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
The blue got submerged? 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Submerged, yeah. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
The River came over that long -- 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes, the gabion wall, all the repairs that we did to the gabion wall from Irene were kind of -- kind of 
washed away.  We lost a tremendous amount off of Gibraltar.  We put a bunch of sand in there last 
week to try to sustain it through -- for the winter, but there's tremendous amount of work there to 
be done.  So as I said as far as --  

 
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
How about in Riverhead?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Riverhead was -- I would say the same condition.  We had saltwater intrusion onto -- onto a lot of 
fairways.  I think the greens were okay.  The crews have been out applying gypsum to try to 
alleviate the saltwater.  One good thing is that the grass isn't really growing this time of the year so 
the saltwater hopefully wasn't absorbed by the plant -- good shape.  

 
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
How about that little par three that's right by the water?  Did that come up and over?  
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I'm sorry, which -- I didn't hear you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
There's a little par three that's right -- right by the water on the east side.   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I think we experienced some erosion there as well.  I mean, we probably had erosion there to begin 
with so I think that kind of washed away a little bit, too, so --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
And -- 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Bergen Point, as far as structure -- as far as the greens, they were all underwater.  As far as 
structurally we lost --  

 
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
You said the greens were underwater?  

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Not all underwater.  The fairways were mostly underwater at Timber Point.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Oh, wow.  The blue?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
The blue, yes.  At West Sayville none of the greens went under but a couple of the fairways did.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Wow. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
At Bergen Point pretty much the whole place was underwater.  Had about a foot of water in the Pro 
Shop and in the -- and in the catering facility.  It's been gutted.  We've been working with Risk 
Management.  They had a contractor in there to do a quick clean up.  And we're still trying to figure 
out how we're going to proceed, but the Pro Shop is open but the restaurant is not.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
The water in that Pro Shop -- I mean -- it can't be the water from the Bay, can it?  It's not that 
close, is it?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
At Bergen Point?   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes, absolutely.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
How about those fences that were so --  
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Believe it or -- 

 
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
Tell me those stayed up?  

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Believe it not they stayed up except for -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
The nettings. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
-- except for -- except for the netting closest to the -- I think it's the ninth T box?   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I think that one was -- it's still up at the top, but the bottom's kind of swinging in the breeze.  And 
West Sayville as well, the netting stayed up there as well, too.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
How do you like that?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yeah. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
That you would have thought would have come down in a New York minute, huh? 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Pretty amazing, yeah. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
So -- all right, so that's going to be affecting your budget, I guess, huh?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I would think -- well, hopefully a lot of it's going to be reimbursable through FEMA.  Our biggest 
cost right now is going to be the erosion that took place at the three beaches.  I supplied you with a 
couple of pictures.   
 

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah, I see. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Smiths Point, we had about four wash-overs and one significant breach.  And at Cupsogue, I think, 
the Moriches Inlet is now twice what it used to be.  DPW -- Gil Anderson and Bill Hillman have been 
working around the clock with DEC, FINS, the Army Corps of Engineers to get those breaches 
repaired before --   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Holy moley.  Did -- how about the -- the Memorial?   
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
The Memorial was fine.  Years ago they put that -- they put that retaining wall in.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
The steel sheathing in front of the Pavillion.  It goes down about 30 feet.  If you look at the picture, 
one of the Smiths Point pictures where the staircase is, we probably lost about ten feet of sand in 
front that.  But the Pavillion itself and the Flight 800 Memorial are fine.   
 
The only beach that we look like we're going to experience any structural damage -- well, again, 
Smith Point lost some of its sidewalk to the west of the Pavillion.  But out in Meschutt -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah, I see those.  Does everybody have picture?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Out at Meschutt -- and that's on the Bay side.  It looks like the -- it looks like the decking is pretty 
much going to wash away.  And we lost a good section of the parking lot, the new parking lot, that 
we just completed over the summer so -- but just so you know we put emergency purchase 
requests in for a couple thousand yards of sand so we can shore up that decking that you see at 
Meschutt.  And put some material down at Shinnecock East as well. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
So at Smiths Point, the -- it looks like the building stayed up, the concession.  Did that stay up?  

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Again, yeah.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Wow. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
And the three beaches at least that we have, they all have beach huts.   Smiths Point was fine.  
Cupsogue is fine.  But Meschutt is going to need some work.  And, again, we're looking to purchase 
a thousand yards of sand to kind of shore that up for the winter as a short-term fix-- as a short-term 
fix. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Is there anything else that you wanted to discuss with the Committee?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No.  Like I said, I just wanted to give you kind of a brief -- a brief -- I'm sorry? 
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Any issues in the North Shore Parks?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We're still assessing Orient Point.  I'm sure there's some erosion out there, but structurally we're 
okay.  The North Fork Preserve is fine.  I think most of the -- most of the problems -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah, but considering -- 
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
-- are either on the South Shore or the north side of the South Shore like where Cedar Point is.  So 
a tremendous amount of tree damage throughout the parks.  You know, we've been opening parks 
as we can.  We have them listed on the website as they open up, like sections in West Hills are 
open, sections in Blydenburg are open, all the golf courses are operating.  So we're kind of taking 
it -- the facility that had the most people.  And we're trying to get those all open.  

 
LEG. HAHN: 
And you said you were going to be using 20 of the Department of Labor individuals?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
That's correct. 
 
LEG. HAHN: 
Excellent.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Was there anything else that you wanted to talk with us about?  Legislator Horsley, you had a 
question?   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
I do.  Hi. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Hi. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Just quickly.  Did you do a complete inventory of all the houses?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes, we did.  And out of 200 historic houses that we have, I am happy to report that we only had 
minor damage at two:  One was the St. James General Store, a small branch up on the roof that 
was taken off.  And I don't remember the second place, but it was nominal.  It was just a little bit 
of roof.  We went in.  We pulled tree right off and repaired the roof right away.   
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
That's amazing. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
So out of 200 historic houses, without one of them being impacted is --  

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Without one of them being crushed by a tree -- 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
-- is amazing. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Did the General Store have a hole in the roof? 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
I guess that's why they're so old.  
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No, the St. James did not have a hole in the roof.  It was just laying up on the roof.  

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
They were lucky.  That's wild.   

 
LEG. HAHN: 
I did notice that Old Field Farm, there some debris.  It looked like something from one of the barns 
out on the road.  So, I don't know if that was one of the ones that was going to come down anyway.  

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Well --  

 
LEG. HAHN: 
And part of that regular work or if it was something else but --  

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Okay.  Richard Martin did a complete analysis of all the facilities.  And he -- I didn't bring it with 
me, but he has pictures.  I mean that's not to say that we don't have tremendous number of trees 
around at all these facilities, but they're not impacting the buildings themselves.   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
That's truly amazing.  Anything new on our RFP?  Is it ready to go?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Not quite yet.   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Oh, come on.  

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I know that Diane from your office was in contact with Colleen. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Right. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
There was some questions as to why the RFP was worded the way it was.  You know, we were 
insisting on the tenants paying rent and we were insisting on the public access to some degree.  
And she had some concerns that that might -- that might limit the number of takers.  But we said it 
was illegal.  I mean, it's the way the resolution's written.  So she said that she would reach out to 
the County Attorney's Office to try to set a meeting up with all of us to kind of address those 
concerns before we put the RFP out.   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Okay.  So where is that at?  Is that up to you now or -- 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
No. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Is that up to me?   
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COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I think Diane said she was going to set something up with the County Attorney's Office so we'll 
follow up.  

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Okay.   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We'll follow up. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
I'll jump on that.  I didn't realize.  Okay, thanks. 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Okay.  Yeah, well, we been -- we've been a little bit busy with the storm.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay.  No other questions for the Commissioner?   
 
Lance, did you want to address the Committee?  No.  Okay.  Anybody else want to address the 
Committee before we vote?   
 

TABLED RESOLUTIONS 
 

Okay.  Having said that we are going to Tabled Resolution 1700, repealing twilight fee at 
County beaches.  (Browning)   I'll make a  motion to table, second by Legislator Hahn.  All in 
favor?  Opposed?  1700 is tabled.  (VOTE:  4-0-0-1.  LEG. MONTANO ABSENT)  Did you 
want to make a comment?  You want to repeal the twilight fees?  Do you remember what it was?   
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
On the motion, what was your -- you know, what was your thinking on this, Lynne?  Is this 
something you just want to let go on? 

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Doesn't it end December 31st or not?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Twilight?   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
No, the legislation. 

 
MR. NOLAN: 
No, it'll lapse six months -- after six months.  Figure next February.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Oh, February.  I'll withdraw my motion to table.  Are there any other motions?   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Yeah, I make a motion to approve.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Then I'll leave my motion to table.  I thought you wanted to get rid of it.    
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D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Well, we're --  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Do you understand what this was?   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Go over it again.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
All right.  The twilight fees were --  
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
I know what the twilight fees were.  And I know that the County Executive --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Right, right.   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Right.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
So what -- 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
What do -- what is -- Miss Browning is just codifying what the County Executive has done. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
With the County Executive did, yes.   
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Right.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Right.  So that was the legislation.  You want to make a motion to approve?   

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Yeah, I'll make a motion to approve. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay.  I'm going revisit my motion to table, which was seconded by Legislator Hahn.  And I don't 
want to do anything you don't want, Kara.  So if I'm doing something that --  

 
LEG. HAHN: 
That's fine.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay.  So on the motion to table?  Okay.  We have a motion to table and a motion to approve.  
On the motion to table, we have a second by Legislator Hahn.  On the motion to approve, do we 
have a second?   
 
LEG. STERN: 
Hang on a second. 
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(SIDE BAR CONVERSATION) 
 

CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
What have we decided?   
 
LEG. STERN: 
I'm going to support your motion. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay, there you go.   
 
LEG. STERN: 
Okay. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay, we have a motion to table.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Okay.  1700 has been tabled.  
(VOTE:  4-0-0-1.  LEG. MONTANO ABSENT) 
 

INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS 
 

Introductory Resolution 1949, To modify golf fees for Veterans.  (Schneiderman) Counsel, 
could you just explain that, please?   

 
MR. NOLAN: 
This would amend the fee schedule for the Parks and Recreation to put veterans on the same footing 
as seniors in terms of pricing for golf.  Right now for -- I think all other park activity fees, seniors 
and veterans are on par.  But in terms of golfing, veterans are not paying the lower fee that is paid 
by seniors.  So, this resolution basically just puts seniors and veterans on the -- you know, pay the 
same price for golfing if this resolution is passed.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Steve, you have any comments on this?  I know you chair Veterans.   
 
Commissioner Dawson, do you have any thoughts on this?  Fiscal impact? 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
We have no objection.  I can't tell you what the fiscal -- what the financial impact is going to be.  I 
haven't reviewed that but --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
BRO? 

 
MR. DOERING: 
We have the fiscal impact being indeterminate because it was unclear if that would entice more 
veterans to play so we would have additional players; or if they're already currently playing and 
they're now going to be playing at a reduced fee.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
A lot of the veterans are over the age anyway.  Not me, of course, but you know.  Steve, I'm going 
to give you a minute to think because I know you chair Veterans and Seniors. 
 
LEG. STERN: 
I would ask Counsel to what extent are we able to consider this before us?  There's a Fiscal Impact 
Statement which is indeterminate.  We did just go through our budget process so our fees are a 
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part of our budget deliberations and determining what our projected revenue is going to be for the 
coming year when we're doing our budget.  And there's no offset here.  So I would raise, as I 
always do, with this kind of an issue that's done outside of the budget process, to what extent are 
we even able to consider this measure if it doesn't have corresponding offset?   

 
MR. NOLAN: 
As you are aware since you sponsored the bill --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
No. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
If we pass the resolution with a local law during year that reduces revenue to the County --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Oh, he's talking about a different bill. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
-- we cannot act on unless there's an offset in terms of reductions in spending, other spending or 
increasing other revenues.  Again, we're running into a problem here, though, where what, if any, 
are lost revenues is not clear.  The Budget Review Office says it's indeterminate.  So I don't know if 
we are precluded from acting on this particular resolution under your law.  Probably it would be 
better and clearer if we put this into effect January 1st.  Because your law basically says during the 
fiscal year, you can't reduce a fee or reduce revenues without an offset.  But it's indeterminate.  
And I think we ran into this issue a couple of months ago with the bus fares where we give a break 
to veterans and it was -- nobody can say whether we were going to lose revenue or not.  So that's a 
problem.  

 
LEG. STERN: 
I thought we did that ultimately as a pilot, right?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
It is a pilot. 
 
LEG. STERN: 
Yeah.  Ultimately we decided to -- because it was indeterminate, I remember Legislator Muratore, 
who was the principal sponsor of the bill, went back and he made a change.  He made it a pilot 
program so that we would be able to take a look after a year's time to determine what the impact 
was.  We're on a very short turnaround here, aren't we?  From this session to our next -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Two weeks. 
 
LEG. STERN: 
-- session. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Table? 

 
MR. NOLAN: 
I can speak to Legislator Schneiderman about making the effective date next year.   

 
LEG. STERN: 
Perhaps we can -- we can work on that.  And then table to address it not just on its merits, but 
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procedurally as well, particularly since we're running up against this -- you know, our other 
requirement.  It's now part of our rules that there has to at least be a consideration of an offset if 
we're going to have a budget reduction.   

 
MR. NOLAN: 
It would be -- like I said, it's a hard issue in this particular case because nobody is representing that 
there is going to be lost revenue as a result of this change.  So the applicability of your law to this 
particular situation, like I said, it's not clear that it actually does apply. 
 
LEG. STERN: 
Right. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
But we can clear that up completely by changing the effective date of the resolution, make it 
January 1st and then there is no issue.   

 
LEG. STERN: 
Okay.  Maybe we can -- and particularly because we are on a short turnaround cycle, we can have 
that conversation with the sponsor and then see how he wants to proceed with that.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
George, what is the effective date?  I mean it's November.  We only have -- we only have two or 
three more meetings.  Would that -- or is it just technical?  It's just a technical thing.   

 
MR. NOLAN: 
If it's signed by the County Executive, then it's effective -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
-- immediately upon his signature. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay.  So you want to table?   

 
LEG. STERN: 
I'll make a motion to table so that we can have that conversation with the sponsor and Counsel to 
make sure that it all works according to our rules. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Commissioner, would you have to change up the printed fee schedule if this went into effect, say, it 
would be like, probably, two weeks of December?  If we didn't table it now, then we would -- even 
January would you have to do another whole fee schedule for the public or you just put it on the 
internet?   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Well, it's listed on the internet so -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
So you would change the veterans fee if that -- if this came to fruition? 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
That's correct.  And we'd have to change -- we'd have to change some things in our sale system; 
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our point of sale system.  But, I mean, the golf courses close on December 15th if I'm not mistaken 
anyway.  

 
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
Oh they do?   
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes.  Indian Island stayed open last year through the winter.  But I don't know if they're planning 
on doing that again, but the golf courses are pretty much closed so --    

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
I think Mother Nature has other ideas for us.   

 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
Yes.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Okay.  We have -- 

 
LEG. STERN: 
Did we get a second on the motion? 

 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
I'll make a second.  

 
LEG. STERN: 
Yeah.  I just wanted, just for the record, you know, making the motion, number one, we're on a 
short turnaround cycle; number two, if we go back and take a look maybe at some of the language 
and the timing, it's really just being consistent with what we were able to do with the bus fares with 
Legislator Muratore who agreed to go back and take a look just to make sure that it all works.  So 
this would be consistent with what we've done in the past.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Yeah.  You're not talking about the theory here.  You're just talking about what we have to do with 
our legislation in effect.  Okay.  So we have a motion to table and a second.  Motion by Legislator 
Stern, second by Legislator Horsley.  All in favor?  Opposed?  1949 has been tabled.  (VOTE:  
4-0-0-1.  LEG. MONTANO ABSENT)  
 
2015, Reappointing Steven H. Gittelman, Ph.D., as a member of the Suffolk County 
Vanderbilt Museum Commission (Trustee No. 11). (Spencer) Do I have a motion?   

 
LEG. STERN: 
Motion.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Motion by Legislator Spencer.    
 

(LAUGHTER) 
Excuse me? 
 
LEG. STERN: 
Stern.  Close. 
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CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Oh, I'm sorry.  Legislator Spencer is the author.  Motion by Legislator Stern, second by myself, 
because I know my name.  All in favor? Opposed?  2015 is approved.  (VOTE:  4-0-0-1.  
LEG. MONTANO ABSENT)  
 
Does anybody else have anything for the Committee?  If not, we'll adjourn. 
 

THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 1:34 PM 
{ } DENOTES SPELLED PHONETICALLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


