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ENVIRONMENT, PLANNING & AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

OF THE 
 

SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

OPERATING BUDGET MINUTES 
 
A special joint meeting of the Environment, Planning & Agriculture Committee and the Parks and 
Recreation Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature to discuss the Operating Budget was held in 
the Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building,  
725 Veterans Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York on October 24, 2012. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Leg. Kara Hahn, Chairwoman - Environment, Planning & Agriculture Committee 
Leg. Wayne Horsley, Vice Chair - Parks & Recreation Committee  
Leg. Lynne C. Nowick, Chairwoman - Parks & Recreation Committee 
Leg. Thomas F. Barraga, Member -Parks & Recreation Committee 
Leg. Ricardo Montano, Member - Parks & Recreation Committee 
 
 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Sarah Simpson, Deputy Counsel to the Legislature 
Gail Vizzini, Director - Budget Review Office 
Gilbert Anderson, Commissioner - DPW 
Renee Ortiz - Chief Deputy Clerk - Legislature 
Luis Montes, Assistant Deputy County Executive  
Tom Vaughn, County Executive Assistant III 
Ben Zwirn, County Executive's Office 
Marie Berkoski, County Executive Aide 
Rick Brand, Newsday 
 
 
MINUTES TAKEN BY: 
Gabrielle Skolom - Court Stenographer 
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(Meeting was called to order at 3:36 p.m.) 

  
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
This is a joint meeting of Parks and Cultural Affairs and also Environment.  So, Commissioner, did 
you want to address the committee at all? 
 
COMMISSIONER DAWSON: 
I don't need to.  If you'd like me to. 
 
CHAIRWOMAN NOWICK: 
I thought you'd say that.  Is there anybody else that wants to address the committee?  Does 
anybody have any questions for the Commissioner?  Does anybody want to address the Parks 
Committee?  Kara, this is in your hands. 
 
CHAIRWOMAN HAHN: 
Okay.  We don't have any cards.  Is there anyone in the audience who would like to speak?  I see 
that we have Director Lansdale in the audience.  Do you have any statement prepared for us today? 
 
DIRECTOR LANSDALE: 
No.  I'm here to answer questions. 
 
CHAIRWOMAN HAHN: 
Oh, you're here to answer questions.  Okay.  There was one question I did have about the CEQ 
transfer.  I think there was an error in a budget code that somehow it was put in, like, a pine 
barrens division, but I think that was an error, so I just want that clarified for the record.   
 
DIRECTOR LANSDALE: 
Sure.  Happy to clarify that. 
 
CHAIRWOMAN HAHN: 
So that we know the CEQ staff will remain, and I sit on CEQ, and I know how critical, you know, 
critical they are to the functioning of that board, and I just want to make sure their roles will 
continue.  I know it says so in the BRO report, but I would like the department to go on record with 
that as well. 
 
DIRECTOR LANSDALE: 
Sure.  Happy to answer that question, and good afternoon everyone.  Just want to say that CEQ, 
the Council on Environmental Quality, provides a critical function to the County, and, yes, it will 
remain functioning.  I believe that it's a clerical error that occurred in the budget. 
 
CHAIRWOMAN HAHN: 
Okay.  And Budget Review saw that, didn't quite note the clerical error but said the functions will 
continue. 
 
MS. VIZZINI:   
Yeah.  It was a little bit of an anomaly that jumped out.  The code that was used to designate CEQ 
apparently had already been used under the pine barrens name, so they'll address it 
administratively.  
 
CHAIRWOMAN HAHN: 
Thank you.  Does anyone else have any questions about that?  You're satisfied with that 
explanation?  Good.   
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Energy.  There's a -- I'm not sure, Sarah, though, if you can answer this question, but there 
was -- it does talk about funding not provided for the Office of Energy.  I had spoken with the 
Commissioner, Minieri, and she had talked about how the functions of that office will be happening 
under the economic development office since environment and energy are often thought of together.  
I want to ask that here, if you don't mind, as well. 
 
DIRECTOR LANSDALE: 
Sarah Lansdale.  It's been merged into the administrative division of economic development and 
planning.  There's an interdisciplinary approach that the Commissioner is using with all staff, so the 
functions will still be continued; you're just not going to have a separate appropriation for it.  
 
CHAIRWOMAN HAHN: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Did anyone else have any questions for the departmental staff?  No.  Seeing 
none, and there are no other questions from the audience, I think we can be adjourned.  Thank 
you. 
 
 

(Meeting was adjourned at 3:47 p.m.) 


