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 [THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 2:39 PM] 
 

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Stand please for the Pledge.  Our Pledge today will be led by Vito Minei.   
 
                        SALUTATION 
 
Good afternoon everybody and welcome to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Today I don't see 
that we have any cards from the public.   
 
                       PRESENTATION 
 
So we're going to start with a presentation from, I believe, Mr. Christopher Colahan, who is the 
Managing Director of Peconic Dunes and the 4-H Camp, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk 
County.  Hi, everybody.  How are you, Vito?   

 
MR. MINEI: 
Hi.  Good afternoon, Legislator Nowick.  Hope you enjoyed New Orleans.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
I did.  

 
MR. MINEI: 
Members of the Committee, learned Counsel and essential staff.   
 
I'm Vito Minei.  I'm Executive Director of Cornell Cooperative Extension Suffolk County.  And the 
Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County is most widely known for its four core programs; the 
Agriculture Program whose research and education programs support the agricultural community 
and the heritage here in Suffolk County, all elements from vegetables to horticulture to landscape to 
residential gardening; all done out of our research farm in Riverhead.   
 
Also our Marine Program works to sustain the marine culture and heritage here in Suffolk County 
with our research on fin fisheries and shellfisheries and habitat protection and pollution control.  
 
And our Family Health and Wellness Program deals with a lot of the social problems that are facing 
America today; nutrition, on parenting, on bullying and also we have a 4-H Program out of the 
County farm.   
 
But also Cooperative Extension is widely known for the great camp experiences and the educational 
programs that are provided.  Today I'm joined but my colleague, Chris Colahan, who's the Director 
of the Peconic Dunes Camp.  And I asked Chris to give you a little overview of the programs and the 
facilities at the Peconic Dunes Park that we utilize as a camp.  So I'm going to turn it over to Chris.   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Good afternoon, Legislator Nowick and members of the Committee.  Thank you very much for this 
opportunity to talk to you today about Peconic Dunes 4-H Camp and Peconic Dunes County Park.   
 
Today I'd just like to give you a little bit of overview where Peconic Dunes is, the programs we offer 
there and our accomplishments in improving its facilities over the past eight years.   
 
Peconic Dunes is, as you can see on the map on the top right corner, is in Southold, up on the North 
Folk of Suffolk County.  And the facility itself is about 30 acres and also sits on a 30 acre freshwater 
pond.  In all there's about 28 buildings on the property and it also rests on the Long Island Sound.   
 
A little background of Peconic Dunes.  It started in 1932 through 1970 as a boys camp called 



  

  

Pinecrest. Then the Suffolk County Parks Department ran the facility from 1971 to 2002.  And since 
2003 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County has been operating the facility in running 
programs there.   
 
The facility is very unique in that it has five distinct ecological zones all in one compressed area, 
which makes it pretty incredible for environmental programming for children.  And again, there's 24 
buildings including a dining hall, office, workshop, infirmary and all of our residential cabins where 
kids sleep over.   
 
So here's a little tour of the buildings. {Indicating} These are some of our boys' cabins.  We call 
this the boys' forest because of all the trees there.  We call this area the dunes and the cabins have 
all names related to the dunes; the sand {frees}, the osprey, spiders, the muscles, the kids love 
creating their cabin identity around their cabin names.   
 
And these cabins up here are called the sandcastles.  These were built, I believe, in the 80's.  And 
this where we put our -- all our girls.  They get the castles.  This is the birdhouse.  And there's also 
a fishbowl; there's two of those.   
 
Our grounds, like I said, there's a 30 acre freshwater pond as well as many acres of woodland and 
our access to the Long Island Sound.  
 
Over the past eight years we've done a lot to improve the facility.  We took our old baseball field 
and put in a new backstop, a new field.  We made many repairs on our buildings.  We worked with 
Boy Scouts on an Eagle Scout project to rebuild our retaining wall.  Over, you know, it's a really 
harsh environment right up on the ocean.  And last year we put in a new bouldering wall, you can 
see the kids playing having fun, in the right hand side. {Indicating}.   
 
In addition, we've also put on 14 new roofs and 18 new toilets and sinks throughout this facility to 
modernize and make the facility a little more comfortable.  
 
What I'm really proud of, though, is our program accomplishments.  That's where my background 
is.  I'm a -- I have an education background.  This past year we partnered with the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation to take advantage of the five distinct ecological zones 
that exist at camp.  And this is a little video that the kids made each week that shows off some of 
what they did.  {Indicating} And we're going to move along.   
 
So this past summer the kids explored our -- all five of our ecological zones in various projects that 
we've created to meet New York State learning standards in science, math, engineering and 
technology as well as literacy, social studies, art and health.  The kids did a lot of  scene-ing, they 
did snorkeling and they -- we call it our placed based education program where the kids really start 
to immerse themselves in Long Island environments so that they develop attitudes to take care of 
their environment.   
 
We also partnered with Adobe and the national 4-H through Adobe Youth Voices Program.  And I 
had another video, that I don't think we're going to be able to show.  Our campers made videos this 
summer, eight different videos, one each week.  What's so amazing and what the campers 
accomplished is that in one week they created videos.  In one week they intently explored a specific 
ecosystem.  We're able to accomplish a lot having the kids there 24/7 for five straight days from 
Sunday to Saturday. 
 
We also partnered with New York State 4-H and Cornell University for the last three years in a 
program called Choose Health and we had -- this is on the Cornell website; basically our 
Counselors-in-Training are 16-years old started to study our nutrition, our kitchen.  They 
interviewed our cooks, they interviewed myself, they interviewed our counselors.  They surveyed 
our camp.  And they asked everyone what would you like -- what would you like to see to make our 
camp healthier?  They used pedometers -- various campers to take a random sample of how much 



  

  

exercise kids are getting at camp.  And -- so this is research that the kids are doing to -- and they 
really buy in.  It's not something that we push on them.  It's something that they push on us.  And 
we're pretty excited that they do.   
 
This past year we began a contract with Youth Development Strategies Incorporated.  Michelle 
Gambone is the President of that.  I work directly with her.  She was recently interviewed by the 
Harvard Family Research Project.  The point of this survey was to evaluate the quality of the setting 
of our program in four key areas; safety, skill building, supportive relationships and youth 
participation.  And those four things, if those are found in abundance in a youth program, lead to 
long-term youth development, high impact long-term, successful members of the community, good 
family members and, you know, people with jobs.  
 
So we're real excited to be working with Michelle -- Dr. Gambone.  We expect to have the results 
back in about six weeks.  And then the goal is to partner with -- continue to partner with her over 
the winter, she'll look at -- help us to break down the data, make suggestions on ways we can 
improve the quality of our program and then we'll survey our campers again next summer and see if 
we made any gains.  
 
We were also nominated, or won Best of the Bests award from Dan's Papers in 2008 and 2009.  
That's a readers' choice award that we're pretty proud of.   
 
But we can't continue to do this hard work --  this great work that we do with our kids without some 
major improvements to our facility.  It is a 78-year old facility.  And the most glaring of the 
problems that we face is our dining hall.  It's a 78-year old building that's basically a large barn that 
is very rustic, nostalgic.  I think a lot of people compare it to the Parent Trap or Dirty Dancing.  
When you take a closer look you can see that the building is in desperate need of repairs.  And 
somehow we skipped a couple slides.  Sorry. 
 
So what we'd like to do is propose a series of improvements to the facility over the next three years 
that roughly total one-and-a-half million dollars.  You can see further down on the list, right here, is 
the dining hall.  {Indicating} And the reason it's down that far is because we are very -- I'm very 
concerned that if we directly -- if we start working on the dining hall right away, then what happens 
if the dining hall's not complete by summer?  What's happens if we break grounds immediately in 
September and then in the next ten months the dining hall's not complete?  We would lose an entire 
summer of camp.  Fifteen hundred children who came to our camp last year wouldn't be able to 
attend.   
 
So what we would like to do is build -- you can see here the fifth line down, a pavilion.  
{Indicating}  A pavilion that would be just a covered roof and for -- it would be an insurance 
policy.  So for one summer we could operate our dining hall out of the pavilion.  We could pull up a 
trailer, kitchen and continue to operate camp in -- just in case the dining hall construction goes past 
a ten month period.  The pavilion, the proposal is for an area that's not used right now, in the 
center of camp.  We've consulted the DEC.  They said that with some -- if we bring down -- if we 
raze this lake house and remove the septic, some of these expenses seen here, then that would be 
the mitigation necessary to put the pavilion on the site that we're proposing.  A summer camp really 
needs a pavilion anyway.  It needs a place where the entire community can gather in inclement 
weather and still carry on, you know, the work that we do.   
 
And then in the future, the last year, we would like to build two more cabins once the dining hall is 
complete.  We definitely don't want to build two new cabins before then while the dining hall's in the 
state that it's in.  Those new cabins would pay for themselves in the first year, my estimates show, 
based on our enrollment and tuition.  We've had a waiting list for the past two years and, you know, 
the kids love coming out to Peconic Dunes.  We had 1500 of them here today, but they had to be in 
school, but I let them know on Facebook.   
 
So I just wanted to close and say that CC is committed to Peconic Dunes County Park and Peconic 



  

  

Dunes 4-H Camp and we need your support.  Thank you.   
 

MR. MINEI: 
So, if I could just sum up, Legislator Nowick, here you have an award winning camp, progressive 
programs being run by Chris out of there, great working relationships with the DEC and the County 
Parks Department's been tremendously supportive.  And we, at Cornell Cooperative Extension, want 
to make a long-term commitment to continue this program out there, but we need the County also 
to provide a long-term commitment.  We're trying to work on something on the order of a ten-year 
commitment with two five-year extensions with the Parks Department.  Working on a year-to-year 
basis, you can get the sense that you can't commit to improving the facilities or for Cornell to 
commit funding to the facilities without in return getting such a commitment.   
 
So, again, we want to thank all of our partners, DEC has been great, certainly the Parks 
Department, the Legislature has been very supportive and the County Executive as well and his 
staff.  So I just wanted to thank you all and hopefully we can have a long-term working 
relationship.  Thanks again.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Thank you.  Just a few questions.  By the way, that is a beautiful facility, very, very nice.  Peconic 
Dunes, what is the address there?  How do you get there?   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
The address is 6375 Soundview Avenue, Southold, New York.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Southold, okay. 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yup.  You get there --  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:   
No, you don't have to tell me how to get there.   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
Okay. 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
I was trying to figure out exactly where it is.  Very, very pretty.  So this camp works together with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension through the 4-H Club?  Yes? 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Correct, yes.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  And you are looking for a ten-year commitment.  In terms of dollars and cents to the 
budget, what does that add up to per year?   

 
MR. MINEI: 
Well, the Operating Budget is covered through the fees, the staff is all paid for that way.  And the 
administrative costs are covered by Cooperative Extension.  What we're really looking for, number 
one, is a long-term contract.  And that's what we're working on with the Parks people.  But we'll be 
coming back to you probably in the early part of 2011 with a more definitive proposal of long-term 
capital improvements.  Right now the general estimate is in the ballpark of $1.5 million.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
If something was to be needed at the camp now, as far as repairs, does Public Works do that or you 



  

  

have a -- how does that get done?   
 

MR. COLAHAN:  
That's a good question.  We -- right now our present license agreement requires that we spend 
10,000 in capital improvements and 5,000 in maintenance annually.   
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Here's a thought.  The campers, do any of them like to take shop and do -- are they handy at all?  
I can see them rebuilding the outside a little bit.  What a great course that would be, teaching 
young people to live in the real world and learn how to hammer and fix and repair.  Maybe that 
would be an idea.  They can fix outside, those shingles a little bit.   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
I spoke with DEC.  I mean, we -- it definitely needs a new dining hall.  But in terms of the actual 
construction of the dining hall the -- one gentleman I spoke to is very open to using volunteers 
under the supervision of licensed professionals in order to decrease costs.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Yeah, I was looking at this picture of the dining hall and the problems and there are some things 
outside I bet the young people -- would be great for them to learn how to do it for the rest, you 
know, they'll learn this so it goes the rest of their lives.   
 
I do think that -- Legislator Montano, you have a question?   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yes.  I just had a couple of quick questions.  First of all, I was looking at this photo, do you know 
who this young lady is?  

 
MR. COLAHAN: 
I do.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I think I do, too, that's why I was going to ask you.  I'll ask you after.  I don't want to put her 
name on. 
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
Okay. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
But she looks like someone that I know well and I just want to make sure --  

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
I can say her initials.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I.B.?  
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
I.B,?  No, J.J.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, then it's a different person.   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
Okay. 
 



  

  

LEG. MONTANO: 
That takes care of that.  That was just to satisfy my own curiosity.   
Now, more substantive --  
 
MR. MINEI: 
We still want your support, Rick, though.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What was that?   
 
MR. MINEI: 
We still want your support.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Oh, yeah.  Actually the person I was thinking of is -- she looks very much like the daughter of my 
former Chief of Staff.  She was looks almost like her sister.   
 
But, in a more serious vein, these are the photos that you presented us with with respect to the 
dining hall; correct?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is this facility in use now?  

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
These look like they constitute a number of serious code violations to me.  Has that issue been 
addressed because I'm looking at the front, I'm looking at the stairs?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
We do get inspected twice annually by the Department of Health.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I'm looking at the electrical, the wires hanging.  You've gotten inspected and you're okay to, you 
know, use this facility in this condition?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes.  Yes, sir.   

 
MR. MINEI: 
We also have independent risk assessment.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Excuse me? 
 
MR. MINEI: 
We at Cooperative Extension also have independent risk assessment from someone who's under 
contract to Cooperative Extension.  So not only do you get the Health Department inspection and 
any town code enforcement people, but you get an independent inspection as well.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
From your own insurance company is what you're saying. 



  

  

 
MR. MINEI: 
It does need significant repair.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What was that? 
 
MR. MINEI: 
And more so than --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You know, I'm not an inspector, but I know enough to know that these, you know, don't appear to 
be things that would be overlooked in an inspection but I'm not going to argue with the 
professionals.   
 
Let me ask you this, since you talked about your programs, could you just give me an overview on 
where you stand budget-wise with respect to your programs.  Not a long drawn out thing, but 
where are you hurting in the proposed County Executive budget at this point programatically? 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Programatically we don't receive any funds.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yeah, I know, but I just want to put it on the record.   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Programatically we receive no funds from the County.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  So you're not affected by that.  So you're looking now for capital improvement money, 
which will come up in the Capital Budget? 
 
MR. MINEI: 
Exactly.  
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
Yes, sir.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  All right, thank you.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Legislator Barraga.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Around the spring of every year I always have constituents coming in and asking, you know, 
whether or not there are certain camps around and looking for recommendations.  And, you know, I 
noted here in your brochure for one week I guess it's $539?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
For overnight stay.  

 
MR. COLAHAN:  



  

  

Yes, sir.  
 

LEG. BARRAGA: 
They're dropped off on a Sunday, the children, and they're picked up the following Saturday. 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Exactly. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  Are there any discounts for more than one child in a family?  I mean, 539 for the first child, 
is it less for the second or is it the same price?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
It's the same price.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Same price. 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
We do offer -- we offered 96 full scholarships last year through our partnership with the DEC.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA:  
What's the criteria for the scholarship? 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
They're need-based scholarships so if a child qualifies for school lunches --  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
If they qualify for The Free and Reduced School Lunch Program in their local school district then they 
would qualify to at least make application for a scholarship at the camp.  Right? 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes, sir.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Now, can a child attend more than one session?  Each session is a week.  Could a child be there for 
two weeks or three weeks or be there for a week and come back several weeks later for another 
week?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes, many do.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right.  Are you always at capacity?  I mean, do you ever have a situation where in a given 
session it's not full?  Or how has the track record been in terms of like it's a recessionary period, 
you know, $539 is not inexpensive, has the camp had 90, 95%, 98% attendance every week?   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
We've trended -- when I first started in 2007, our enrollment, I believe, off the top of my head was 
868 campers.  This summer it was 1400 and like 60, I want to say or 53.  I can't remember off the 
top of my head.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
And that was over a period of how many years from 860?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  



  

  

Four summers.   
 

LEG. BARRAGA: 
Four summers?  And you had the capacity out there to take --- well, the 1400, do they stay 
overnight or for the week or are they day-campers as well?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
This past summer we increased the capacity of our day program.  We hired additional staff for our 
day-campers so about 250 of that 1400 were day-campers this summer. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  But those 250 come from basically the local area because the parents have to drop them off, 
I assume, in the morning and pick them up in the evening?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes, sir.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  Those who stay for the week, do you pick up many from western Suffolk County? 
 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes, many.  Our -- obviously our largest audience is from the East Ends, the North and South Forks.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Yes, I understand.  
 
MR. COHALAN: 
Our second largest is Huntington area.  And this summer we had campers represented from all but 
one Legislative district.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  How far in advance do people apply in terms of filling out applications?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
January.  January is when we open our registration and we start getting registrations that -- the 
same day.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Do the sessions fill up rather quickly in terms of the weekly sessions?  Let's say if you get into April 
and May, is everything pretty much booked by then because the applications have gone out in 
January? 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
For the past two summers our girls have filled up to a 100%.  Last year was the first time that that 
happened and they filled up around the end of June.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Do you send application to Legislators' offices?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
We do.  We send those brochures to all the Legislators' offices.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Is there an application attached to this?  Or is this just --  
 
MR. COLAHAN:  



  

  

Yes, sir.   
 

MR. MINEI: 
And we're also going to notify each of the Legislators about those scholarships that Chris referred to 
from DEC.  We got a late start this year so we didn't fill all 96 slots, but we've pledged the DEC we'll 
do a full commitment and part of that commitment will be notifying each of the Legislators.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right.  Could you send me several of these brochures if you can?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yeah, absolutely.  I'd love to.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Yeah, because I get about a half-a-dozen people usually in the spring in March or April and May, but, 
you know, if you can send them -- if it starts in January I can give these out to some people who've 
made the request every year.  

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Okay.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay, thank you.  

 
MR. MINEI: 
We also have other camps that Cornell Cooperative Extension provides in your area down in Babylon 
also up in Northport that children from your district also frequent, down at the fishing station down 
in Babylon as well as the Fuchs estate up in Northport.  So they're very popular in western Suffolk 
as well.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
I'm aware of those, but I'm very impressed with what I see here, you know, it looks like a beautiful 
camp.  And it looks like it's run well, it's very scenic.  And it's something that, you know -- it'd be 
quite different and unique for children to attend and get a flavor for the East End, you know.   

 
MR. MINEI: 
No, you're absolutely right.  And the main issue really is a long-term commitment to improving the 
facilities.  And we'll be talking to you at length during the Capital sessions.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right, thank you.  Well, $539, I'm not so sure you want the kids building the dining room.  You 
know, it's good experience especially as you get involved with the child labor laws.   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
We actually had some kids involved.  They built some -- what do they call it, dune retention 
barriers, a couple of years ago as well as some split rail fences to keep people out of the dunes.  So 
we definitely do involve the kids in community service projects, but I wouldn't want them climbing 
underneath the dining hall.   

 
MR. MINEI: 
And Chris has been sensitive to the cost of the camp.  It's actually very competitive and certainly 
below what Nassau County charges for their 4-H Camp in Riverhead.  So Chris is sensitive to that 
issue as well.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Sounds like a reality show.   



  

  

 
LEG. STERN:  
You had mentioned before that there was a waiting list.  I was wondering how deep is that waiting 
list and have you carried a waiting list for how long?   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
For the last two years we've carried a waiting list for our girls.  This past year the waiting list, I 
believe, it fluctuated, but I think it got to around 50, 50 girls.  On the boys side we had waiting lists 
for specific weeks, maybe ten, ten boys.  But the first two weeks this summer for boys we were not 
at capacity, we were a little bit under.  But we were at 100% capacity for overnight for our girls 
weeks one through eight.   
 
Our day camp, this being the first year that we started it, enrollment started off a little low and 
picked up progressively throughout the summer as people in the community, you know, talked 
about it.   
 
From our marketing standpoint, last year 50% of our campers are returning and about a little over 
40% were referred word of mouth.  So very little of our marketing is done through -- we do 
advertise in newspapers and -- in west end newspapers and east end newspapers and on websites.  
But I think with most camps you'll find that the best marketing, you know, a parent wants to really 
trust and have faith in the people that they're going to leave their child with for a week so they want 
to hear that from another parent.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  I think Legislator Montano wants to take another shot at changing this girl's name.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, no, no.  I'm fine with that.   

 
MR. MINEI: 
We can change her name, Rick, if it adds to the economic support.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, it's okay, I'm fine with that.  I'm still convinced I'm right but it doesn't matter.   
 
Seriously now, did you discuss the availability -- I think you mentioned a program with DEC for 
scholarships?   

 
MR. MINEI: 
Yes.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Do you have programs, particular programs, for low income or needy families?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Eco would be that program.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
All right.  And could you get me the guidelines in terms of, let's say that somebody wanted to send 
their kid, they couldn't pay the full load and maybe they're on Social Services or whatever, how 
would they go about applying?  And do you reserve a certain number of spots for children that fall 
into this category?  Or is it simply if you don't have the money you don't go?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
We reserve 96 spots every summer starting in 2010.  The summer before that we had reserved 30 
spots. 



  

  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
MR. COHALAN: 
15 before that, seven or eight before that.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
 
MR. COHALAN: 
So we just started scholarships because we were not at capacity when I first started.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
MR. COHALAN: 
So I said this is ridiculous, we have empty beds, we should -- it's not costing us much, you know, 
extra money to feed a kid for a week, we should be giving kids an opportunity to come to camp.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And you have income guidelines for these scholarships.  Is that the way it works? 

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes, sir.  Well, the income -- if children qualify for school lunches that's the income guideline.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.   
 
MR. COLAHAN: 
We recruit --   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
That's not specified, I think, in the application, but I'm sure that there's a separate flier or 
something.  
 
MR. COLAHAN:  
There is separate -- there is a separate Eco application.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Could you send me some of those?   

 
MR. COLAHAN:  
Yes, sir.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Thank you very much.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  Thank you very much.  Thank you for your presentation.  
 
MR. MINEI: 
Okay, thank you.  
 
MR. COLAHAN: 



  

  

Thank you very much.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
We're going to go onto the agenda.  Commissioner, do you have anything for us or you want to hide 
over there?   

 
 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
I'm okay.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
You're okay.  Okay.  We're going to go to introductory resolutions.   
 
  INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS 
 
1950 - Adopting Local Law No. -2010, A Local Law strengthening the Social Host Law to 
deter the consumption of alcohol by minors within the Suffolk County Park System. (Co. 
Exec. Levy)  I'll make a motion to table, second by Legislator Montano.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yeah, and I had a question on the bill.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  Well, let's just get it tabled for public hearing.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yes, and I second the motion.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved.  TABLED for PUBLIC HEARING 
(VOTE: 5-0)  Legislator Montano, you had a question?   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, yeah, after the fact.  But --  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
It's tabled either way.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, I understand that, I do.  I'm just curious, you know, I sponsored the original Social Host Law 
and I'm just wondering looking at the Social Host Law this is more to Counsel, what does this do 
differently than the Social Host Law or turn it around, does the Social Host Law as it exists pertain to 
this situation?  Because from what I had understand there's no alcohol permitted at parks in the 
first instance.  So what does this law do that's different?   

 
MR. NOLAN: 
Well, you're correct that alcohol is not allowed in the -- in the parks.  What it does differently is that 
it holds a person responsible for allowing a minor to consume alcohol at their campsite.  The Social 
Host Law that you sponsored and was adopted talked about allowing consumption of alcohol at a 
dwelling.  And I'm presuming that the Parks Department feels that term "dwelling" does not cover a 
campsite.  And that's why they're looking for the expansion and that's why they've introduced this.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Would it be all right, I know it's on for public hearing, but, Madam Chair, would it be all right to ask 
the Commissioner today to answer that or do you just want to leave it for the public hearing?  Yeah, 
I'm curious, I mean, we've already tabled it, we'll take it up, but Commissioner, could you come 



  

  

forward?   
 

COMMISSIONER MONTOURI: 
Sure.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Because the way I look at the Social Host Law I think it, you know, "dwelling" in my mind as the 
sponsor would encompass this campsite activity.  But what problem initiated the introduction of this 
law particularly since I sponsored the original and no one called me on this amendment, I'm just 
curious as to what prompted it?   

 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
What happens is that we have groups of kids that will come camping and adults will sign them in 
and there will be drinking on the campsite.  And this kind of gives us a little bit more leverage.  
That's what we're looking for, more leverage on this.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Leverage in what sense, though?   

 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
Well -- 

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I mean, you already prohibit alcohol consumption on the campsites.  Do you not?   

 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So when you say more leverage -- as a lawyer, as the sponsor, I'm kind of at a loss to say what 
leverage does this give you that you don't already have since you already prohibit alcohol from going 
into the campsite?  I mean, I have no problems passing it.  I'm just curious as to are we legislating 
for the purpose of legislating or are we solving a particular problem?   

 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
I think what it will do it'll help us more because I think people don't realize that they think they're at 
a campsite and they're not at a house.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Right.  But when you go into the campsite isn't there a sign that says "no alcohol permitted"?   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Could I just interrupt for a second and I'm going to ask you something.  I'm not much of --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
If you want to hold this 'til the public hearing, I'm fine with that.   

 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
But I'm just wondering, these campsites, do people come with the big vehicles that you sleep inside 
of?   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yes, that's the point.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  



  

  

So, now in a vehicle like that, perhaps people are drinking inside their own vehicles.  Could that be 
something that would be very tough to monitor at a public park?  In other words, you can't bring in 
alcohol to the park and sit outside and drink, but if they're driving these, it's a camper?  They drive 
a camper inside, who knows what's inside of it.  Is that something -- are they allowed to have 
alcohol within their own camper?   

 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
The answer to that would be no.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
The answer is no.  But what I'm saying is that if I, you know, and I haven't looked at the Social 
Host Law fully, but there is a phrase in there, Counsel maybe you can help me out, that says "or 
other dwelling".  And I'm thinking that the way I would interpret that if it's a campsite that they're 
living in then it would already be covered by the existing Social Host Law.  It hasn't been 
challenged, but certainly that was the intent.  In other words, it's a temporary dwelling place for the 
weekend.  But on top of that the law already prohibits you from bringing alcohol onto the campsite 
anyway.   
 
So now you've got, you know, you've got a double violation.  And I think that the Social Host Law, 
as I said, we didn't get to discuss this earlier, and as the sponsor I would argue that it already 
encompasses the situation that you're talking about because they're actually living in the camper for 
those three or four days.  But that's irrelevant because they're not supposed to bring it in the first 
place.  So it's kind of circular.  And I was just wondering what, you know, what we're doing here?  
What prompted this, was there a particular problem?  Is this bill really needed since we already 
have a Social Host Law that I think covers the situation?  Plus we already have a law that covers 
you can't bring alcohol, I mean, you know, what are we doing here? 
 
COMMISSIONER MONTOURI:  
As we know teen drinking is up now.  Every time you pick up the newspaper now you're reading 
these teenagers are getting in severe accidents now.  We just want to really enforce it more.  And I 
think it would help our police department more now.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
But enforcing, and I don't want to argue with you, Commissioner, but if there's a law already in 
place, you don't need help enforcing, all you got to do is enforce it.   
 
So these are the things I'll ask, you know, at the next meeting.  I know I caught you cold, but I was 
just curious in reading the bill where the -- it seems to overlap in my opinion and I'd like an 
explanation as to -- that it doesn't overlap.   
 
Go ahead.   

 
LEG. STERN:  
If I may, through the Chair.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Sure. 
 
LEG. STERN: 
Legislator Montano, I agree if you're looking at a definition of a dwelling, even a temporary dwelling, 
might come under the definition of your original Social Host Law.  I'm looking at the bill here.  This 
one, yeah.  And the definition is -- the definition is of a private residence.  So I just don't know if a 
park campsite would be considered a -- a quote "private residence" that's what's you -- it's private 
residence that's already in the prior Social Host Law.  So I'm just pointing that out.   
 
I can also see a situation, I haven't discussed this with anybody, this sponsor or with you or anybody 



  

  

else, but just a scenario that comes to mind is, if you have an adult that is responsible for reserving 
the campsite and has control over the situation, they might not necessarily be on the premises, but 
can then be responsible for the young person or people then going and utilizing the campsite and 
bringing in alcohol.  So I can see a situation where, you're right, to possess the alcohol in the first 
place on the campsite is a violation, but the adult who is responsible for making the reservation and 
putting it in the hands of the young person might not be on-site and might not be held liable.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Right, I understand your point.  I'm looking at the definition under the old Host Law and it talks 
about apartment, cooperative unit or other dwelling unit of any kind including yards and areas 
adjacent thereto.  So really it's the legal interpretation of whether or not that phrase in the existing 
Social Host Law encompasses the situation that you're addressing at the park because, you know, 
without looking at -- there's obviously no case law on this, but it seems to me that the use of 
the -- your private campsite facility would fall under, and I certainly would argue that it would fall 
under the existing Social Host Law.  That's all.  And we can leave this for another day.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Can I just interrupt for a second?  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Go ahead.  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Just to interrupt because I know this is not the time to debate the bill, but my thought here is, 
you're absolutely right, there's a law anyway against it.  But maybe the right thing would be, if you 
wanted to, rather than a whole new piece of legislation, maybe your legislation, which I thought was 
excellent, by the way, maybe that legislation could just be, even though it's not necessary, but if 
you -- if clarity was needed you could amend yours and just add "and parks" even though we all 
know --  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Right.  If I would have been asked --  
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
I mean, I just don't see that we need another piece of legislation.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Right.  If I would have been asked by the County Exec's Department about this particular issue and 
to make changes, certainly I would be happy to clarify it, but I wasn't.  So I was just curious as to 
what it is that we're doing here when in my mind there may not have been a need to clarify it.  But 
certainly, you know, I have no issue with that.  So these are the questions that I asked.  I want 
thank you.  I don't want to take up the Committee's time on this.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
But you did.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I don't want to take up anymore time.  Let me rephrase that.  

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  Thank you.   
 
Now we'll go onto 1953 - Authorizing a license agreement with the Long Island Chapter of 
the U.S. Lighthouse Society for Cedar Point County Park, East Hampton. (Co. Exec. Levy)  
Motion by Legislator Barraga, second by Legislator Stern.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
1953 is approved.  (VOTE: 5-0) 



  

  

 
1954 - Authorizing a license agreement with South Shore Soccer Club, Inc. for Van 
Bourgondien County Park, West Babylon. (Co. Exec.) 
Same motion, same second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  1954 is approved.  (VOTE: 
5-0) 
 
1955 - Authorizing use of Blydenburgh County Park by Reflection Counseling Center for its 
Dog Walk and Picnic Fundraiser. (Co. Exec.) 
Same motion, same second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  1955 is approved.  (VOTE: 5-0)  
 
1967 - Approving six (6) license agreements for County Employees to reside in County 
Parks facilities.  (Co. Exec. Levy)  And I assume, Counsel, that these have all been vetted and 
they're all --  

 
MR. NOLAN: 
You know, we have a committee -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK: 
Right. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
-- that screens these and makes recommendations.   

 
CHAIRPERSON NOWICK:  
Okay.  I'll make a motion, second by Legislator Montano.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
1967 is approved.  (VOTE: 5-0) 
 
I will make a motion to adjourn, by myself, second by Legislator Barraga.  All in favor?  Approved?  
Opposed?  We're adjourned.  
 
 
  THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 1:59 PM 
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