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THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:01 AM 
 

CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay, good morning.  Welcome to today's Human Services Committee meeting.  Let's please start 
off with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator Krupski. 
 
 

SALUTATION 
 
Again, thank you all for coming to today's Human Services Committee meeting.  I am DuWayne 
Gregory, the Chairman of the Committee.  We don't have any agenda items or resolutions on the 
agenda.  Is there any cards?  No cards.  Is there anyone that would like to make a public comment?  
No.  Okay.  We have two presentations scheduled for today.  Reverend Pearson is not here at the 
moment so we're going to skip to Acting Commissioner John O'Neill.  He has invited the 
representatives from LIWEN, Long Island Women's Enterprise Network.  Is that correct?  I see heads 
shaking.  Please come forward.   

 
PRESENTATION  

 
Have a seat.  Good morning, folks.  How are you?  Welcome to the Human Services Committee.  If 
you could please state your names for the record?  Or, John, would you like to make a statement or 
introduce them?   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Good morning, Human Services Committee, Legislator Gregory.  This is LIWEN.  The last time we 
met you had requested the Department bring them in.  There was some questions you required 
followed up on.  So this is the purpose for today's meeting.  Thank you very much.    

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Good morning.  Julie Levine, Long Island Women's Empowerment Network, that we finally call 
LIWEN.  That's why I was giggling before, just to make it easier on spelling and, you know, quite 
easily abbreviating our organization.  I'm the President and CEO.  
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Good morning.  My name is Al Rogers.  I'm the Vice President of Long Island Women's 
Empowerment Network.   
 
MR. BARAK: 
Good morning.  Phil Barak.  I'm the CFO of LIWEN. 

 
MR. BARRETT: 
Good morning.  My name is Jim Barrett.  I'm the Vice President of Clinical Affairs.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Well, welcome to today's meeting.  Last month we had a discussion about -- we had asked the 
Acting Commissioner, some of his staff to come in actually to talk about -- at the request of the 
Presiding Officer to talk about Tier II Shelters.  And we were informed that your organization is 
looking to -- or has started the initial stages of forming a Tier II Shelter in, let's just say, the Islip 
area.  And there were several questions regarding that and the County's plan.  And there were 
members of the Committee and people in attendance -- Legislators in attendance that had questions 
about your organization because we just weren't familiar with your organization, who were on the 
Board of Directors, the past experience, you know, things like that.  So if you can just give a brief 
history of your organization and -- I'm sorry, what's your name again?   
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MS. LEVINE: 
Julie.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
And you're the Executive Director or the President? 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
President.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  So if you could just give a brief history of the organization.  I believe -- well, go ahead, I 
won't speak for you.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.  You can ask me whatever you'd like.  Long Island Women's Empowerment Network was formed 
as a non-profit in August of 2009.  The organization is providing emergency housing for women -- 
mostly women and children.  We do take families to keep them intact.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
If I may?  Could you speak a little louder so I can hear you or speak directly into the mic?  Bring it 
closer to yourself, if you don't mind, because I really can't hear you. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Oh, I'm sorry.  Is that better?  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yes.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Okay.  Let's see.  We have established a Memorandum of Understanding with Nassau County.  And 
we work with Nassau County in providing emergency housing for the folks in Nassau.  And then we 
had wanted to spearhead a project that we have been working on for many years, which would 
encompass a Tier II facility, which we felt that would be able to have many other resources that we 
weren't able to afford in smaller shelter sites.  So we have been looking for many properties and 
sharing those properties with OTDA, letting them view the properties, discussing them, the validity 
of them.  And now we have a beautiful building and perfect property to spearhead our project.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
So you're -- you been around since 2009 basically and you been working with Nassau County. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
And now you're looking to work in Suffolk County. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  Is there anyone -- what's your previous experience?  Does anyone on the Board have 
experience with other emergency shelter providers or anything like that?   
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MR. ROGERS: 
Yes, how are you doing?  My name is Al Rogers.  My background, real estate broker for over 28 
years.  I've been working with, you know, Little Flower agency who works with, you know, foster 
children.  I'm also a foster parent; have raised, you know, you know, four sibling groups -- sibling 
group of four, you know, and adopted two of them as well.  I've worked with the mentally and, you 
know, physically challenged for many years, placing them in my own home and working with them.  
I do my career working in real estate.  I have placed numerous families that, you know, that were 
homeless, you know, through DSS, whether it was apartments, houses, room rentals, work with, 
you know, many individuals, rehab and put them into, you know, housing after they come out after 
their 30-day detox, you know. 
 
So I work with a variety of different, you know, shelter environments and work with many shelters 
and placing -- places through my real estate company, you know, other -- other companies like 
Family Service League, DSS, you know, many other agencies that I have worked with in placing, you 
know, homeless people.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Again, Mr. Rogers, what is -- Julie is the President.  What's your role again?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I'm Vice President.    

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Vice President, okay, okay.  And just to kind of back up a little bit, the -- I guess the main reason for 
the inquiry last month was just to kind of find out where the County -- what direction we're going as 
far as addressing our needs for our homeless population.  And, you know, there was another Tier II 
Shelter that was -- just opened, I guess, the end of last year, beginning of this year.  I heard about 
your -- your facility being opened.  We kind of wanted to figure out where the County is going in a 
direction of housing our homeless population.  And is it going to be more congregate shelters, is it 
going to be Tier II Shelters or a mix of the both?  That's why we kind of went down this road.  But 
I'm going to open up the floor to anyone else that has any questions.  Anyone on the -- anyone have 
any questions?   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Yes, I have.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
All right, Legislator Montano has some questions for you.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I just have a couple of brief questions.  I'm sorry, I was outside.  Are you Miss Judith Levine? 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
Julie.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Julie, okay.  You incorporated in 2009? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And you incorporated out of -- what's the corporate address?   
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MS. LEVINE: 
29 First Avenue.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is that your home?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is that still your headquarters? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, it is. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
That's a single-family residence, is it not?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It's a private residence.  And the upstairs is the office.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Excuse me?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
I beg your pardon?  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, some comments, I couldn't hear them from Mr. O'Neill.  You want to share them with us? 

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Sure.  My question to Julie was, is there -- or was there a plan to employ folks as an administrative 
office in the facility location? 

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay, well, with all due respect I'm doing the questioning so can you just let me go through my 
process and then you can ask whatever questions you'd like.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Absolutely, Legislator.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Thank you.  Who -- the incorporators at the time you incorporated, are they your board of directors 
now?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
The board has remained the same from the time we started the incorporation process. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So I have Alfred Rogers -- that's yourself, right, Mr. Rogers? 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes.  
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LEG. MONTANO: 
I have Alfred Scott with an address 404 Laredo Street in Baytown, Texas.  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And does he still reside in Texas?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.    
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And then I have Edith Levine from Melville.  Is she related to you?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, she's my mother.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
She's your mother.  Yourself, of course.  And Diane {Valenka}, is that how you pronounce it?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
She is no longer on the board.  That was amended. You may have an older copy.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I probably do.  So who is the current board member that -- or how many board members do you 
have now? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
There's five board members. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Who's the fifth?   
 
MS. LEVINE: 
May Scott. 

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And -- 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
The wife of the gentleman that you mentioned.    
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So May Scott is the husband of Alfred Scott?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
The wife.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And does she reside in Texas?   
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MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.    

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Do you maintain minutes of your board meetings?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Have they been provided to the County as part of the process?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  I would like to get those.  Well, we can discuss that later.  If you have any objections -- I'd 
like to review the meetings since you now are a contractee with the County.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
(Shaking head yes)   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Now, this recent contract that you -- you've received from the County, explain to me what 
that's going to do.  You mention a Tier II Shelter; am I correct?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Have you made application to the State for a Tier II Shelter?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
When was that application made?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
When we first opened the building, we had invited OTDA to come to see the building.  And they went 
through the building.  And we're waiting to get their recommendations on what needs to be taken 
care of to receive a Tier II facility certification.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So what is the status?  Is the application filed or are you in discussions?  Have you filed a formal 
application?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
My understanding is that their inspection and then further paperwork to us about what has to be 
modified will be our application.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
All right, so I'm a little unclear.  Does that mean that an application is pending or is to be submitted 
when you get further requests for information?   
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MS. LEVINE: 
I would imagine if there is a formal application, at that time we will submit it.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
It has not been submitted to date is what I'm hearing from you; am I accurate? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
That is correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Thank you.  And this contract, this Tier II Shelter, can you describe to me what it's going to 
entail in terms of -- can you disclose the location?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No, I cannot.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And why is that?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Because I was asked to keep the confidentiality of the client.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Commissioner, do you want to interject?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Social Services Reg 136 stipulates you cannot disclose publically the exact address of a shelter 
location -- any shelter location.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, okay, I think to be honest with you, I think a lot of people already know that, but we'll leave it 
as it is.  Can you describe the area?  What area is it going into?  What community is it going into?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It's in the Town of Islip.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What hamlet is it in?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Brentwood.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  And you will not give a street location?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.   
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ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Excuse me, Legislator, that's under my direction; not theirs.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I understand.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Okay. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
But I assume you're not acting as her counsel.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
No, I'm not.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
But it would -- if that is disclosed, then it's going to require me to submit some paperwork into the 
State.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  I got you.  But it's disclosed that it's in Brentwood and in the Town of Islip.  
 
MS. LEVINE: 
(Shaking head yes)  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And can you disclose the -- by the way, you signed the contract with the County; correct?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Does that contract -- I'm sorry, go ahead. 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Does that contract -- I don't have it in front of me and it's a long document, I haven't really had a 
chance to read it.  Does that indicate the location of the -- what do we call this, a shelter?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, it would be considered a shelter.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Does the contract indicate the location of the shelter?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, it does.   
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LEG. MONTANO: 
Would that not be a public document, Commissioner?  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
It would.  However, it should -- the information should be redacted just as if any other confidential 
contract that would be public information.  The contract could be FOILed; however --  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Excuse me? 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
The contract could be FOILed.  All public documents are FOILable; however, the exact address 
should be redacted.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Can you describe the capacity of this shelter?  And by the way -- well, go ahead, describe -- 
describe what the shelter is first.  I'll withdraw that question and ask you what the shelter is. 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
I'm not sure of the question, of what the shelter --   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You said it's a Tier II Shelter or to be?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It's to be a Tier II Shelter.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, what is it at this moment?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It is a shelter.  Emergency shelter.  Emergency family shelter.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And can you tell me how many families are presently in this shelter? 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
Fifty-seven.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Families.  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
(Shaking head yes)   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And can you tell me how many people?  Because, I assume, that a family is more than one person.  
You're shaking your head, but you have to be on the record.  So I'll let Miss Levine --   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
I was just getting an exact number for you.  There's approximately 57 adults and 111 children 
totally 168 persons. 
 
 



6/10/2013 Human Services Committee 

11 

 

LEG. MONTANO: 
And what ages are these children; what is the range?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
I don't have the ranges.  I could get you that information.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, is it, you know, I would assume it's -- could it be from infancy to 18-years-old?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Absolutely.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay, so that number in total, I'm sorry?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Hundred sixty-eight persons.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
There now?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Your contract with the County that exists, how many more families do you anticipate will be in that 
shelter if it were to reach maximum capacity?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It would depend upon the makeup of the families, but we would estimate that we would have at 
least another -- the capacity would be approximately 109 families.  The makeup would vary 
depending upon how many persons were in each family.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So, if we had -- is there a maximum limit per family?  In other words, if I was a single mother with 
five kids, could I be relocated there?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, you could. 

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
If I had seven kids, could I be relocated there? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, you could.  That would constitute you having two rooms, but, yes, you could.  That's why I say 
that the capacity --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So what is the maximum capacity of the building where you're going to house these families?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Four hundred and forty-four.  
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LEG. MONTANO: 
In one location?  In that one location?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.    
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
These shelters, how many rooms are in this particular building for -- to be provided for these 
families?  What is the capacity of the location?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It's 109 families.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You're talking about rooms, though.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Excuse me? 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
A hundred and nine rooms.    

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So each family is in one room?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So if I was -- if you said a family could consist of a mother and ten children --  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Then they would have two rooms.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
All right.  So at what point do we go from one room to two rooms?  How many kids do you need to 
be in a family before you get a double room?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Four.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
All right.  So it's four people per room. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay, maximum.  Do these rooms have cooking facilities? 
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MS. LEVINE: 
They have a microwave and a refrigerator. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is there a stove to cook?   
 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is it one room?   
 
MS. LEVINE: 
Beg your pardon? 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is it one room?  In other words, the room that you're talking about, the mother and -- you said the 
capacity is four.  So the mother and three children would be living or staying in one room without -- 
just with a microwave and a refrigerator?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Do you have security there now?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Who handles the security?  I would assume you have a subcontractor for the security?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Who is the security firm that is there now?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Suburban.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Do they secure just the entrance or do they secure inside the facility also?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
They secure the entire building.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And how many -- do you know what the amount of the contract is with Suburban Security?     

 
MS. LEVINE: 
You mean how many staff members we have on the shifts?   
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LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, whichever way you want to characterize it.  I would assume you have a contract with them, 
right?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And I would assume that the contract has a certain dollar capacity.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So do you know what that dollar capacity is as a sub-contractee?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, that's approximately $750,000 a year.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
For this subcontractor?   
 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And that is reimbursed through the County?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  I just forget to ask you one question.  You said that your residence is in CI and your office -- 
your corporate office is in CI.  And you live there downstairs and your offices are upstairs. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  I had a chance to look at the C of O.  And the C of O indicates to me that it's a one-family 
residence.  I'm not aware that you can run a business from a one-family residence according to the 
Town.  Do you have any comment on that?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
I'm not running a business.  It was the upstairs office that we utilized as a grassroots organization to 
start Long Island Women's Empowerment Network.  There's not employees up there.  There are 
myself, Al and Jim working together there.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So three people are working upstairs. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Well, now we're not actually working there at all. 
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LEG. MONTANO: 
But you were working there.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
More or less.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And you don't consider that a business or operating a business?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Not at all.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  What is the maximum dollar amount of this contract, Commissioner?  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I'll have to get that information for you.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I'm sorry, what was that, Commissioner? 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL:  
I'll have to get the information.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  While you're getting that, I was outside when you first started your presentation.  So, you're 
Mr. Scott; right?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
No, I'm Al Rogers.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You're Mr. Rogers, I'm sorry.  Mr. Scott's in Texas. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Sir, would you just identify yourself for the record so I know who you are.   
 
MR. BARAK:    
Philip Barak.  I'm the CFO.    

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So you're an employee of the corporation?   

 
MR. BARAK:   
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And how long have you employed in the corporation?  

 
MR. BARAK: 
I've just been hired.  
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LEG. MONTANO: 
When?   

 
MR. BARAK:   
Effective today actually.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Oh, today.  Well, welcome.  And what is your background, sir?   

 
MR. BARAK:   
Public accounting, private accounting.  I've worked for several -- I worked for a venture capital firm 
for over 20 years and I have experience in financial reporting with publicly-traded companies.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Where you do you reside, sir?    
 
MR. BARAK: 
East Northport.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  And what was your last employment before coming to this -- this agency?   
 
MR. BARAK: 
I worked for a company in Great Neck that did repairs and maintenance on cell telephone towers.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
All right.  Could you name the company?   
 
MR. BARAK: 
Yes.  It was Juniper Group, Inc.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.   Sir, I'm sorry, I didn't get your name when you first appeared.   
 
MR. BARRETT: 
My name is Jim Barrett.  I'm a licensed clinical social worker with 40 years experience in the 
business. 

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
From where?  Where were you working?  

 
MR. BARRETT: 
Well, in 2009 I retired from the VA.  I was the Coordinator of Homeless  Services for veterans in 
New York City.  Prior to that, I was in the alcohol and drug rehabilitation inpatient business. I started 
out with the Department of Homeless Services in New York City from 1970 to 1980.  So I have 26 
years working with the homeless with families, with veterans, with co-occurring illnesses.  And I 
have been working with the Long Island Women's Empowerment Network since they started in 
2010.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
As an employee?   
 
MR. BARRETT: 
As an employee.   



6/10/2013 Human Services Committee 

17 

 

LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  We'll wait for Mr. O'Neill.  I don't think I have any further questions.  You're not -- you're 
not -- I understand you maintain that you cannot disclose the location.  Can you describe the 
surrounding location?  I mean, what is -- what is there?  Do you know the zoning of the location?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Well, generally it's not in a residential area at all. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
It's in a very secluded area, you know, there is really no opposition really to -- to our, you know --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You mean -- there's no opposition?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I'm saying as far as residential area.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
All right, but when you say there's no opposition, I don't know what you mean. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Well, I'm saying there's no families or --  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Because I'll tell you right now, I'm opposed, but, you know, aside from myself.  Go ahead.  
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Well, I don't know where you live.  I'm just saying in the surrounding --   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I live in Brentwood.  
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Okay, all right.  So I'm just saying that based on the location, there are no houses around it at all.  
Okay?   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Are there businesses there?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
A very small amount.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What kind of businesses?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I would -- there is a mulch farm. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  
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MR. ROGERS: 
And Suffolk Community College is on the south side.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
How far is Suffolk -- whoa, whoa, Commissioner, you now, let's -- excuse me?  Go ahead.    

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Let me intercede.  I would say at this point any further description, I think, would give away the 
location.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Is that what you were going to say?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
If I gave away businesses that are located in that area, would I be violating something?    
  
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
If you describe the surrounding businesses around this location and the location, therefore, could be 
pinpointed, it's my opinion the answer would be yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
If I named a particular type of business without describing --  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I will say this:  If you say it's a gas station or a deli, I would say you're probably not.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
If you say -- if it's a unique business that's in that area --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What would you consider a unique business?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Well, when you say like a community college --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, she said that.  I didn't say that.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I'm just using an example.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
So that sort of would be a giveaway because you can specifically pinpoint the location.  
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LEG. MONTANO: 
So she just gave away part of the location is what you're telling me.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Agreed so -- Legislator, honestly I'm not trying to be combative.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, no, you're a perfect gentleman.  I have no issue with that.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I just want to say, you know, Social Services Regs 136 require confidentiality.  If you want --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. I know the reg, John.  Thanks.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Okay. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Now, these families that are there --  
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
If I may, can I answer your other question while I have the microphone?  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You can answer the question.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Sure. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I didn't ask another one.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
The earlier one.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Oh, go ahead.  I'm sorry.  I apologize.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
No worries.  The total amount that could be allowed under the contract is 6.653 million at a per diem 
rate of $42.71.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So it's a $6 million contract. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Would that include the amount for the subcontractors?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Yes, it would.  
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LEG. MONTANO: 
So Suburban is one of the -- they provide security.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
That's correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Are there -- and these rooms -- I want to go back to Miss Levine.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Sure. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
These rooms have a maximum of four people.  They have no cooking facilities.  You don't want to 
say other than nearby there's a community college.  Where do -- well, let me ask you this:  Is there 
a deli next door or in the neighborhood?  You said that if there was a deli, we could say that there 
was a deli.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Plenty of delis.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Plenty of delis.  Any restaurants?  Hello?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
I'm not familiar with all the outskirts of restaurants and so forth.  I'm sure that there's plenty of 
restaurants as is all over Long Island.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I would disagree, but since I'm not permitted to discuss particular location, we'll leave it at that.  
Where do these people eat?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Well, they cook in their room and they eat out.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No.  They microwave in their room.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Many people do microwave. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I have a microwave, but I also have a stove.  So when I cook, I cook on my stove.  I consider that 
to be different.  I don't mean to be argumentative, but if they want to eat something -- if you 
wanted to make a pork chop or a steak, you'd have to make it in the microwave?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
If you had a family of four -- I don't know how'd get four steaks in a microwave, but we'll leave it at 
that.  Where do the kids play?   
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MS. LEVINE: 
There's outside recreation.  And we're developing our recreation for the summer.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What outside recreation exists there now?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
There's a basketball court, tables, balls, hula-hoops, you know, games, things like that, hopscotch.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Outside.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Outside.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  And inside you're developing. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
But it's not developed yet.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It's there.  We're just waiting for the school-age children to finish up their testing and then we'll 
start to have programs that we've already established running.  And they'll be attending those 
programs.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And just so I'm clear, with respect to the transportation, if I'm a 16-year-old kid living in a room 
with my mother and two other siblings next door to -- what four other siblings?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Three or --   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You said it was four per room.  So it could be the mother and seven.  No, it could be the mother and 
three and then four.  Are these rooms sort of -- is it one --  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
The larger rooms have adjoining doors so it's like a suite.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Suite, okay.  If I'm a 16-year-old kid and I get out of school and I want to go somewhere, is there 
public transportation available? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
The bus is 41 public transportation.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Probably shouldn't say that because if I took bus 41, I'd probably, you know, go right by the place, 
but thank you.   
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MS. LEVINE: 
I don't know that.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Excuse me? 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
I don't know that. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
We just said it.  So it's -- well, I'm only repeating what you're saying.  So it's route 41.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Do you provide transportation for any of the families if they need to go anywhere?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What kind of transportation do you provide?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
We have 16-passenger vans.  15, sorry, passenger vans.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
How many do you have?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
We have one, but we will have two.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And if a kid wanted to visit his relative in whatever neighborhood he was in before, would you 
provide that transportation?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What's the van used for? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
The van is used to take people to shopping, appointments at the Department.  It's used for laundry, 
when necessary, and medical.  It's not used for dropping kids off for play dates.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Do you have a laundry facility -- don't you have a laundry facilities in the building?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.  We have a laundry facility, but it's for the sheets and so forth.    It's not for the clients.  
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LEG. MONTANO: 
So if I wanted to wash my pants, I would have to -- 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Use a laundromat.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
How far is the laundromat?  The laundromat is a generic place, so -- can I walk there?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Close enough to be driven to.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And you'll drive me?     

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes.    
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Legislator Montano, do you have many more questions?   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, I'm actually -- was just going to wrap up.  I want to thank you for providing me the information.  
Commissioner, this contract was signed by the Administration.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
When was that?   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I believe it was January 30th, if I'm not mistaken.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Of this year.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct, 2013; that's correct.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Let's assume for a moment that this particular contract was reevaluated.  And it was determined 
that, you know what, I don't think this is all that great an idea.  You got 400 families in rooms with 
no kitchen, no recreation, not a whole lot of things to do other than take bus number 41 to wherever 
that takes you.  And someone says, "you know what?  Maybe we don't want that many people in a 
particular location or in this particular community."  Or maybe there is opposition to the -- this type 
of, you know -- by the way, is this what we -- what we would call generically -- and I don't mean to 
be slanderous -- sort of like a welfare motel?  That's a term they use in the city.  They used that 
when I was growing up.  Is that politically incorrect?   
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ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I don't know if it's politically incorrect.  I'll leave that to those folks that determine that.  But I would 
not characterize this as a welfare motel.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
What would you characterize it as?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
As a congregate shelter that is looking to get Tier II status.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Which it hasn't applied for yet.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
That's correct.  Established earlier on the record.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
So my question -- I don't want to be argumentative -- my question if you decided that this wasn't 
the greatest idea on reconsideration, what options would the County have to extricate itself from 
this contract?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Hypothetically speaking? 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Hypothetically speaking? 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
We would have to go back to looking at more scattered site family shelters around Suffolk County.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, no, that's not what I'm asking.  What I'm asking is how do you extricate yourself from this 
particular contract?  What is the -- is there a termination clause?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
All County contracts, including this one, have standard, boilerplate termination clauses, yes.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And what does the standard termination clause provide for?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
There's typically a 30 or 60-day type of out clause.  Usually you have to state a reason typically, but 
usually it's at the County's option.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Thank you.  Last question.  And please don't be offended by this question, because I think it's 
a matter of public record.  And I haven't had a chance to look at the Board of Election's contributions 
yet.  Have you contributed to any candidates for public office including myself since 2009?   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Since 2009 -- 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Not you.  Her.  Sorry, John.   
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MS. LEVINE: 
I just want to make a small correction.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Sure, go ahead. 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
You said 400 families.  There is not 400 families.  It is 109 families.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I apologize.  109 families with a maximum capacity in the edifice, building of 400 people; is that 
what you're saying? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.  And just to establish something else, as a Tier II facility, which is what we are trying to 
strive for and which we have already seen the State about, would give us those cooking facilities 
that you're speaking about.  That's part of turning it into a Tier II facility.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No, I understand that.   
 
MS. LEVINE: 
I just wanted to make that clear to you.  I didn't see that you did because I think you feel in some 
way it's some kind of a warehousing situation.  It is nothing like that.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, those are your words, not mine.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No, sir.  I am forecasting. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
You're forecasting what?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
I'll that take back.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay. 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
And I have not contributed to any candidates at all.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay, no, and I appreciate that.  And it's a candid answer and I'll ask the same to your colleague 
there who's on the board. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes, I have donated as a democrat.   

 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Since 2009?   
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MR. ROGERS: 
Yes.    
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Under your present name -- the name and the address that's listed on the Articles of 
Corporation.   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
It really was -- no, not under the Articles of Corporation, no. 

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
No.  I mean when I punch the name into the computer, and I punch the address of the contributor, 
what address did you contribute under?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Oh, I misunderstood you.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I apologize. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
All right.  No.  But my wife, you know --  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I don't know. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I'm just saying she's a New York City Police Officer retired.  And our donations go in together, you 
know, so it wasn't specifically under just my name.   

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  Well, that's permissible.  You know, I'm just trying to get where you contributed from so that 
I can look up to see -- you want to tell me the amounts?  I don't want to go through this.  I really 
don't think it's necessary. 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
I don't recall each and every amount.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
How about the other corporate board members, do you know anything about their political activity 
and contributions? 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
No, I can't vouch for them.  
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Okay.  And I think I've asked everything I'm going to ask.  I want to thank you very much for your 
being here.  And have a nice day.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  Legislator Krupski had a question.   
 
LEG. KRUPSKI: 
I just have a couple questions. 
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MR. BARRETT: 
Excuse me.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Sorry. 
 
MR. BARRETT: 
Excuse me.  I just want to add that in good faith we have pursued an application from the State for 
a Tier II facility to provide, you know, cooking facilities, childcare facilities, recreation facilities, all of  
which they demand in their application.  The facility opened three weeks ago.  We are in a startup 
phase.  Okay?  So we are in the process of waiting now five weeks for a letter from the State 
outlining what they require in order for us to apply for the Tier II.   
 
It is our intention it make this facility as comfortable, as safe and as service-providing as possible.  
It is difficult, you know.  We opened the facility under the County guidelines, which are that you 
have a microwave and a refrigerator.  We look beyond that.  We look to make this facility for these 
families -- and we realize these families, you know, with three and four people in each family, find it 
difficult you know, and we would rather have a kitchenette in there and a sink and they could -- and 
we will do that.  But we are, again, waiting for the State to reply to us.  So our intention is to make 
this as complete a service-related facility as possible.  Thank you.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Thank you.  Legislator Krupski.   

 
LEG. KRUPSKI: 
Question for Mr. O'Neill.  What geographic area -- and I'm not familiar with it.  There was some 
general description where this is located.  I'm not familiar with the area.  And I'm not --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I'll take you on a bus ride. 
 
LEG. KRUPSKI: 
Thank you.  What geographic area are the people who are there from?  I mean, are they drawn from 
all of Suffolk County or is it just a specific township or specific -- is there like some geographic 
boundary where you say now this shelter is for these people?  And also, you know, kind of as a 
follow-up, where do the children go to school?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
So Social Services Regs as well as County Law -- local law require us to place children in shelters as 
close to their school districts as possible or practical.  Having said that, I don't know where every 
single child's from obviously the top of my head, but we have placed as many non-school age 
children families in this shelter to avoid that issue with the bussing.  School bus transportation that 
is.  So I can't be any more specific than that in terms -- I can get you the information.   
 
LEG. KRUPSKI: 
No, no, that's fine.  That's good.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
But typically western Suffolk, let's say it that way.   

 
LEG. KRUPSKI: 
Okay.  That's fine.  And how long are these people -- how long will these people be here?  Is there 
some way of moving them on -- (inaudible) the program --   
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ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
On average, using Help Suffolk as the -- as a comparison, there are two Tier II facilities the County 
currently has, somewhere in the range of seven months on average.  

 
LEG. KRUPSKI: 
Thank you.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
You're welcome.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Legislator Montano has --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
I'm sorry, I'm going to have to leave but I believe you described this as a congregate emergency 
shelter; am I correct?  Is that what this is, Commissioner?  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  That's where it falls under the Social Services regs, correct. 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Right.  And, you know, the only comment I'm going to make is that I have a list of congregate 
emergency shelters in my office -- I mean in front of me, which I'm not going to reveal their 
addresses, but I don't believe that this one is on that list.  And it's pursuant to local law 23-2000.  
Can you explain that to me?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I can't.  I'd have to be familiar with the law and read it.  I don't know if there's a timeliness clause in 
terms of how quickly --  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
It's from your office.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I don't know the date of when the information is from.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Well, this one's April 1st.  I don't -- you know, I told them I don't ask one question.     

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
No, understood.    

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
(Inaudible)  This is 2013.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
The reason why -- 
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
And it's signed by your Housing Administrator Robin Barnett.  But you don't know whether or not -- 
you don't know why this shelter is not on my list.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Legislator, if you'll allow me to answer. 
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LEG. MONTANO: 
I will. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
The reason why I was asking the question what date that was, if it was prior to May when the 
shelter opened, it would not be on the list, that is correct.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Would you provide me with the updated letters?  I guess these go out every month, right?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  Absolutely.  

 
LEG. MONTANO: 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  Legislator Barraga has questions.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Good morning.   Mr. Rogers, it's known as Friends of Tom Barraga.   
 

(LAUGHTER) 
 

Just kidding.   
 
LEG. MONTANO: 
(Inaudible) 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
The Shelter has only been open for the period of three weeks, right?  And you have 168 individuals 
in the shelter.  And when Mr. O'Neill testified before us last month, he indicated that Tier II status 
often takes a great deal of time, much longer.  And you've started the application process.  But my 
sense is that once you become Tier II, you can expand your services.  Is there also greater 
reimbursement from the State?  How does that work financially versus being a shelter?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
There is no advantage to reimbursement.  It's 100% for families.  And it's 29% or 71% local cost for 
singles.  This is a family shelter so it's 100% reimbursable.  There's a question that we're 
researching if the census falls below a certain amount, is the vendor/provider, the County, still 
entitled to, you know, to the reimbursement?  That's -- we've asked that from OTADA of New York 
State to get clarification on that.  They've yet to get back to us on it.  And we continue to call 
basically daily on that question.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Because once you receive that status, I mean, it seems to me like you're expanding services and the 
cost factor goes up for someone.  And what you're telling me there's no -- even though you have to 
apply to the State, they give you permission, there's no money flowing from Albany to offset the 
additional cost associated with the expansion of services.   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
It's 100% reimbursable.  
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LEG. BARRAGA: 
It's all 100% reimbursable.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  So the question is, if a census was only 20%, there's some obscure wording if it falls way 
below a certain amount, does the reimbursement change?  We don't believe it does, but we are 
double-checking, doing our due diligence to make sure that is not the case.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
In your judgement, do you have any better sense this month in terms of how long that process will 
take place before the State will make a decision?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I don't.    

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
The question of transportation for school-age children, you had indicated that they're there -- the 
average family's there about seven months.  You know, the law as it currently is written, any child at 
a shelter or, in this case, in the future Tier II, would be entitled to continue to go to the originating 
school district.  That's true?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  Actually it is the parents' choice where the child will go; not the Department's, not the 
vendor's.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Yeah.  So most parents would want to keep their children within the district that they were in before 
they --  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
That is typically the case, correct, Legislator.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
What happens in the instance where a child is, say, five-years-old and is now eligible to start 
kindergarten or first grade, is there an option there?  Can that child either go to the originating 
school district?  Or, in this case, to the Brentwood School District?  How does that really work?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct; parents' option.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Parents' option. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Either situation you described, either option, excuse me, you described, correct.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
So during the school year, and I'm sure there are other factors at play, a shelter doesn't really 
remain isolated from the community.  Just predicated on the number of school busses rolling in and 
out, I mean, obviously people know that there's some sort of facility in the neighborhood.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Yes, depending on how it's structure, too, with the school busses, where they come in, to depart, 
you know, arrive and depart with children.  It may be more apparent in some cases than others.   
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LEG. BARRAGA: 
The Memorandum of Understanding you had with Nassau County, I think, Julie, when you mentioned 
that, what did that entail?  Are you running shelters in Nassau County at this point? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.     

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
No.  What was the Memorandum of Understanding?  What were you supposed to do?  Was it open 
up a Tier II eventually?  I mean what sort of understanding did you have with Nassau County?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No, it wasn't going to a Tier II facility because that would entail a certain amount of individuals to 
apply for a Tier II status.  We'd have to have a certain amount of families to apply for a Tier II 
status.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
So what was the understanding with Nassau County?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
That we provided, of course, safe housing, that we had full-time staff and that we provided clinical 
services.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Are you providing those services now in Nassau County?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Oh, okay.  So even though you had the understanding, nothing concrete developed from that?  You 
didn't open up a shelter, you didn't --  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Oh, yes, we did.  And --  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
That's what I'm talking about, yeah. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, we had the shelter there.  But when we started the project in Suffolk County, we wanted to 
devote ourselves to just working on this project.  So we closed the facility in Nassau on good 
standing.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
On good standing. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Right.  And what sort of a facility was that?  Was it a shelter or is it -- was it a shelter? 
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MS. LEVINE: 
It was also an emergency family shelter.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  And how many people were in that shelter?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Approximately 18.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  Oh, 18.  Right.  So this is a much -- the shelter you have now is a much bigger complex. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Yes, it is.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right.  So you really divorced yourself from any further involvement with Nassau County at this 
point. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.    
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  The board makeup, as I understand it, there are a number of people on the board who live in 
Texas.  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
There are two individuals that live in Texas.  
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
So how often does the board meet?  Once a month? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Usually a little more.  We skype or we have them on the cellphone.  So we're in touch with them.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
So you feel -- you feel comfortable with that?  That, you know, they're not local or live within the 
State or live within the County but live in Texas?  I mean do they, you know --  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Well, they're very knowledgeable individuals who themselves have a run a non-profit.  And their 
expertise was invaluable when we were starting ours.  And we certainly have had other people 
approach us about coming on the board and we're looking into new board members that obviously 
are closer.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
The other thing that crossed my mind is that, you know, you've been around since -- only since 
2009 and you still have a single-family residence as your headquarters.  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
It was a grassroots start.  And there was no reason to have extra expense to have another kind of 
office when we could work either from the Nassau facility and now from the Suffolk facility.   
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LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  Based on your growth, or potential growth, do you think it might be wise to move to an 
administrative office and get out of a home?   
 
MS. LEVINE: 
Well, it's the upstairs so you have a whole -- you know, you have an area --  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Still a residential home, though.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
I think when people are looking -- when they take a look at, you know, your organization and that 
sort of pops off off the sheet that it's a residential home you're operating out of, it doesn't seem like 
it's -- you know, a professional operation.  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
You know, I'm trying to save money, but absolutely, we could put together another office that might 
be more conducive. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right.  So, once you achieve Tier II status, that's when you go to a 109 families of roughly 400 
people? 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
No.  The Tier II status will enable us to have the kitchenettes.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay. 
 
MS. LEVINE: 
And provide the child --  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
So as a shelter you can go to 400 people.   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Mr. O'Neill, is it anticipated that it will get that large?  Or do you know?  There's no way of telling.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I would say that that is the intention of the Housing Division, was that it would potentially get that 
large, yes.  So it would not stay at the number it's at today.  It would increase, correct.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
So the need is there?  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  There are roughly 450 homeless families in Suffolk County of which -- if you take Help 
Suffolk and --  
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LEG. BARRAGA: 
Of the 450, 109 families would be -- of the 450 families --  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.   

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Of the 450 families, 109 families eventually would be at the shelter or Tier II.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  Again, depending on the size; could be less.    

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right.  Thank you very much.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
You're welcome.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Legislator Browning has some questions for you.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Yeah, I guess, having Help Suffolk in my district and knowing the past problems with it, clearly I 
want to make sure that we're going to have another Tier II shelter that the same problems don't 
occur.  Again, going back to the transportation with kids, who pays for the transportation?  I know 
the school district pays for some of that but --  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
So specifically the transportation is paid by the County, by DSS.  We're 100% reimbursed.  The way 
it works with school districts and costs, so if -- using an example of Johnny Bag of Donuts child goes 
from school district A to school district Z and he's now in school district Z, school district A would 
have to reimburse school district Z for the non-transportation school costs.  That's New York State 
school districts -- done at the State level.  They do the swap back and forth, take care of all the 
money and that's where all the paper work goes, to school districts, to take care of that.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
I'm not sure -- okay -- I have in my district -- let's say -- South Country School District is near Help 
Suffolk.  So obviously you would try, if we had a family that became homeless within that school 
district, you'd obviously try to get them to Help Suffolk.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  So to be clear, as I stated earlier, Social Services regs, as well as the local law that was 
recently passed by this body, require us to take into account school district as one of the criteria in 
the local law.  I believe it was the only criteria listed.  But in Social Services Regs there's basically 
four or five criteria.  That is one of them.  And we try to follow that as much as possible.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
And so if they -- let's say you can't put them into Help Suffolk for whatever reason and they wind up 
in Brentwood, who's paying for the transportation to South Country?   
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
The Department pays for the school bus transportation.  There would be no billing to South Country 
because the student's not going there.  We're paying for it.   
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LEG. BROWNING: 
No,no, no.  No, they would go to South Country.  If you -- if you can't place them at Help Suffolk or 
somewhere nearby and they wind up going to Brentwood, don't they have a right to be transported 
back to the district?   
 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Maybe I'm missing -- when you say go to Brentwood, you mean that shelter in Brentwood?   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
The shelter in Brentwood.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I thought you meant the school.  Sorry. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
No, no, no, the shelter in Brentwood. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I apologize. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
But -- so they could be transported -- 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct -- 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
-- say from Brentwood to -- 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
So the Department of Social Services would pay for the transportation.  We would submit that cost 
and be reimbursed.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  So it's only if, say, it was a child that goes to Brentwood School District and now is being 
transported to South Country, that's when Brentwood would pay South Country.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Not for transportation; for all other costs.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
All other costs. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Transportation's excluded.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  So, you know, and obviously I would assume that you will do the best to keep them 
geographically as close, because I can't imagine a child having to get up in the morning and have to 
transport somewhere on the East End.  Do we still have a shelter on the East End, east of me, like, 
towards the Hamptons?   

 
 



6/10/2013 Human Services Committee 

36 

 

ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Yes.    

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
We still have that shelter?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Yes.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
I know it's been controversial, but obviously, you know, even kids on the East End become 
homeless.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  It's a countywide problem.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Right.  Drug and alcohol counseling, I don't remember if you mentioned,  because I know that's 
been an issue at Help Suffolk in the past where they really don't offer that.  And that question was 
never, in the past and I don't know if it is now, has really never been asked of homeless families.  
And I said before at our last meeting, you know, generally a lot of these homeless families 
sometimes there's drug and alcohol problems.  So are you going to have services available for the 
families in your shelter?   
 
MR. BARRETT: 
Yes, it's an excellent question.  We looked at it.  Our clinical supervisor, case manager supervisor, is 
a Certified Social Worker and a CASAC, Certified Alcoholism Counselor.  I have 12 years of 
experience in drug and alcohol.  I was the Clinical Director in Sullivan County for the Drug and 
Alcohol.  I ran three inpatient rehabs and I was responsible for the creation and licensing of Sea 
Field Center in Westhampton Beach.  I also worked for the Nassau County Drug and Alcohol -- you 
know, earlier in my career, even though I don't look that old, but, you know (laughter). 
 
So we are very much aware of the drug and alcohol problem.  We are very much on top of it.  And 
we believe that in the shelter with the provision of services that are not going to cost the County, we 
are looking for outside funding, outside grants to provide those services because we believe that a 
shelter this size can eliminate sending a case worker from -- to 20 shelters when they can go to one 
shelter, and the transportation and things like that.  So what we're looking at is can we break the 
cycle of homelessness, can we break the cycle that is incurred by addiction problems and by 
economic problems?  So that's what we're looking at.  Thank you.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And now you say you no longer -- you're no longer working with Nassau County and 
homeless shelters.  And I hate to ask this question.   I think we got plenty of homeless families in 
Suffolk.  One of my concerns is, is what's going to happen -- can Nassau County send homeless 
families to Suffolk?  Because I do believe you can't deny them if they show up.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
So the short answer is no, it's not supposed to work that way; however, there's a Social Services reg 
called DFR, District for Financial Responsibility.  So if somebody walked into a Social Service Center 
in Suffolk County and declared themselves emergency homeless, we're required to house them.  
However, Social Services regs, there's a description, if you will, of what constitutes emergency 
homelessness.  So it would go something like this:  "Do you have any other family resources to go 
to?  Is there any friends you can go to?  Are there any community-based organizations where you 
can go to?"  So those types of things, those types of questions are asked.  If they have those 
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resources, they would have to go to those resources.  And the same would be for a Suffolk County 
resident, same thing.  That means test, if you will, needs to be passed before we can provide 
emergency housing.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
It's just a -- my concern is, is we start to see an increase in Suffolk and we say "what's going on?"  
Are we going to be tracking to make sure that people are not -- now all of a sudden coming from 
Nassau or Queens or wherever that we're not going to get bombarded because they go, "hey, you 
know what, Suffolk's got these -- you know, the Tier II shelters now."  So, you know, I think we've 
got enough to take care of.  I don't want to see us getting burdened because, you know, Safety Net 
is -- it's on us.  The State has really, you know, cut back on that.  And I just don't think it's fair to 
the taxpayers in Suffolk County to now have to pay for the housing of everybody.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
That's a -- it's a fair point.  It's something that the Housing Division and I, we've talked about.  And 
we are spending a lot of time working on strategy for the Housing Division.  And those types of 
considerations we will -- obviously be vetted.  And we will look to make sure that we are operating 
as efficiently as possible in terms of who Suffolk County is housing.  But, you know, the regs are 
clear.  We have to follow regs.  But having said that, again, the Department will continue to look for 
operational efficiencies including making sure that we're not being, you know, quote unquote 
dumped on. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And that's -- another questions is if we start to see an influx of Nassau residents coming or 
Queens whatever -- I hate to keep saying Nassau -- but if we do see an influx and we start to see, 
well, you know, there's all these Nassau people coming out here, do we have any recourse?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Well, again, I kind of described the regs at a high level.  If they are from another county, we will 
look into the reasons for that.  And if they do have resources available back at that county, we will 
ask that county to house them.    

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  But -- well, I'm just thinking even through the State, is there any recourse?  Because, you 
know, for them to just want to offload, they're not allowed to deny either.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Right. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
So --



ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
If there clearly was something as blatant as we're conversing about, yes, it would require myself 
speaking to that DSS Commissioner, as well as engaging New York State to maybe help mediate, if 
you will, why something like that is happening and the drain it's putting on Suffolk County resources.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And my last question is regarding the vendor.  Obviously, you know, having -- knowing the 
issues in my district with the Tier II shelter in the past, I think things have gotten a little better, but 
do you have a clause in the contract that you can cancel the contract at any time if the vendor is not 
in compliance?  And also, you know, what will DSS be doing to make sure that they're in compliance 
as far as inspections and stuff like that?   
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Well, that's a multifaceted question, so I'll take it in stages.  The -- as I mentioned earlier, there's 
contract language, boilerplate language that allows the County to get out of the contract in that 
instance.  As far as the -- I forget the second part of it.  Let me just rethink for a sec. 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Inspections. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Oh, the inspections, correct.  There's two parts to that.  While it is not a Tier II, DSS will do the 
inspections.  Once it is certified as a Tier II, New York State is responsible for the inspections.  And, 
quite frankly, that is why we are looking at this facility to be a Tier II, because there's a extra level 
of scrutiny slash inspection slash compliance in a Tier II shelter.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Well, I hate to tell you -- I know that they were supposed to take care of the one in Bellport -- my 
level of confidence is not so good in them.  I would prefer to know that Suffolk County is still going 
to keep an eye on things.  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
We always -- we'll go back and inspect when OTADA comes in as well when it's a Tier II.  We 
continue to do our inspections today on our current shelter system, so I give you that assurance.  I 
think in the last, you know, year or two, it's gotten better from our perspective on Help Suffolk, so I 
use that as kind of the guideline that we are looking into those types of situations, and we correct 
and we remediate where possible.  And just to be clear, too, I mean, there's all this work going on 
with the vendors providing, but DSS does go on-site.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
And I -- the inspection part -- I guess now I have one last question is, what does the State do as far 
as inspection?  Is it -- do they -- basically just based on reports, or do they have a biannual 
inspection, quarterly?  Do you know what they do?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I believe it's annual.  And the criteria is very long and intensive.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I mean, it goes through, you know, codes, firearms, security, you know, cooking area, if and when 
there is one.  There'll be specific requirements regarding that.  There's specific requirements 
regarding occupancy.  So there is a series of criteria.  In order to get Tier II, the application is quite 
extensive.   

 



 

  

LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  Thank you.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
You're welcome.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Yes, thank you.  Legislator Barraga has another question for you. 

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
I mainly have one concern, and maybe we can kick this around just a little bit, and maybe based on 
your experience, this gentleman here -- it seems to me, and the concern centers around achieving 
Tier II status by the State.  From their perspective, the State's perspective, once they give you Tier 
II status, you have the ability to provide additional services, which are 100% reimbursable by the 
State.  So if I am the State, once I give you Tier II status, I have to be ready to absorb those 
additional costs that, up to that point, I don't have to deal with.  In other words, it's going to cost 
the State a lot more money once you get Tier II status as opposed to leaving it the way they are.  
And that's why I'm a little leery.  How difficult has the State been making it to get Tier II status 
when the State knows as soon as they give that status to you or anybody else there's so much in 
the way of additional cost at the State level?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
So let me allay your fears.   Actually, over the course of, you know, I'd say a year's time, the cost to 
run a Tier II shelter per person is cheaper than the smaller family sites.  The economies of scale, so 
--  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
If you're expanding the services, how can it be cheaper?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Because figure it this way:  You have one building with one rent; you have 45 buildings with 45 
rents, 45 utilities. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
And all that is reimbursable by the State, 45 buildings?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  All emergency homeless shelters for families is 100% reimbursable.  So this is cheaper to 
the taxpayers of Suffolk County while delivering greater services.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
All right.  I was unaware of that.  That makes a lot of sense.  So instead of having like 20 or 30 
shelters --  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
-- now with a Tier II, because you put them altogether basically --  
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
That's right.  

 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
-- it's less cost to the State. 

 



 

  

ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  So as Julie had stated earlier, the other gentlemen as well, that, you know, having a lot of 
the folks there, you can -- if you're providing drug and alcohol services -- 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
No, I understand, the economies of scale. I got it. 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Exactly. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  Thank you. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Thank you for your patience.  I just have a few more questions.   Now, you mentioned earlier that 
you were in Nassau County.  How long were -- did you have a contract with them?  And you said 
you're not open now, because you kind of shut down your operations there to concentrate and focus 
on your facility in Suffolk County,, so how long were you open for business in as Nassau County; 
was it a year, two years?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Approximately two and half years.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  And that was in 2009, 2010 to recently?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Correct.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  And could you just go a little bit more into detail what the services are?  I know that Tier II -- 
the Tier II status requires an increased level of services.  But just for the record, can you kind of 
explain what those services are?  And I think you even, if I understood you correctly, you even 
expressed going beyond what the minimum requirements are to what your organization wants to 
provide as well, right?  Or maybe I misunderstood you.  But at least go into what services you're 
looking to provide.  
 
MR. BARRETT: 
Okay.  I'll take that question.  We provide intensive case management by licensed clinical social 
workers and by assistants.  We provide group counseling, family counseling, financial, through TD 
Bank; they're coming in to do financial management, which works out pretty good for the clients 
because TD Bank will actually give them all $50 to -- and open an account for them and work with 
them on managing their money, which a lot of these people need that skill level. 
 
We also provide housing placement.  We have two housing counselors, who are former real estate 
people.  And with the economy going down, they're looking for work, so we've hired two of them.  
They will be in intensively looking for housing for our -- so we have eight full-time case managers.  
We have an education coordinator who's meeting this morning with -- with three groups that will 
come in and do mentoring and services for the children and the families.  We're trying to do a 
complete holistic approach to each individual family.  That plus the expertise of each of our 
counselors -- you know, one of them, I mentioned, is a certified alcoholism counselor, plus a social 
worker, my own clinical background working with the homeless.  We have bilingual case managers.   
 
One of our case managers actually was a homeless person who got a GED, raised two children, got 
an MSW, and is now working with our families.  And one of our housing counselors, actually, had 
been homeless at one time.  So we bring a rich variety of staff with clinical expertise, you know, to 



 

  

get people into the fact that we're here to help you.  We're here to work with you.  And so we take 
each individual family, and we assess what their needs are and what their abilities are.  You know, 
the worst thing you can do is give someone a job that they hate; they're just not going to go there.  
So we're trying to look at them and meet their needs, get them into placement, get their benefits, 
look at all parts of the person, get whatever benefits are necessary, get whatever counseling is 
necessary, and then get them back in the community as productive taxpayers.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  And is daycare required?   
 
MR. BARRETT: 
Daycare is required under Tier II, but we do provide daycare on -- right now, you know we're open 
three weeks, so we have a minimal number of people.  Where the service is needed, we provide it.  
We're looking at that.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  Let's just talk about security, because I am familiar with the location.  I've never been in the 
facility.  I think there was mention earlier about security, there being a subcontract, but let's just 
talk about -- I mean, just from a common sense perspective, you have hundreds of people that have 
no affiliation to each other, for the most part, in a facility who have come from varying backgrounds, 
who may have all types of conditions and things like that.  Security, I would think, would have to be 
a concern.  So what level of security are you looking to provide at the facility?  Is it going to be -- 
are you going to have one person, two people?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes, I'll address that.  The way we have it set up is we are operating on a five-man-per-shift, you 
know, security.  So with -- and they all rotate, so they all understand each, you know, position that 
they're taking.  They all understand the clientele that we're working with. They all have -- and we 
actually have one of the gentlemen that actually was homeless one time and been through the 
system and worked his way out, and he's very familiar and very, you know, optimistic about working 
with people in the same setting.   
 
So our security is very well-versed in working with, you know, homeless people.  They do 
understand that, you know, hey, there are going to be people that have little outbursts here and 
there.  You know, it's part of the nature of being homeless.  It's not always a situation that you like 
being in.  Everybody wants to have their own place, and we're going to be working with these 
individuals to get there.  And our security understands and knows that. 
 
We also have security cameras throughout the building, inside and out, okay, which we have a front 
desk with three monitors, 48 cameras.  And those cameras can see everywhere throughout the 
building.  There's not one area that's not covered, so that's manned 24 hours.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  So you have someone who will be able to see people going in and out.  Now, will security or 
that person -- security is obviously going to provide security to ensure that the residents are safe, 
but are they going to actually play a dual role as well to kind of enforce the rules and the regulations 
of the organization?  Because I'm sure you probably have some type of curfew, right? 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Right. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
And you don't want people violating that, so will they be there to kind of enforce the curfew and -- 
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes, they do.  They will be enforcing the curfew.  Our curfew is well-known through all, you know, 



 

  

security personnel.  They understand it, and that's 24-hours a day, 7-days a week, okay.   
 
As far as, you know, the rules and regulations, they all understand our rules and regulations of the 
building, okay.  Besides curfew, understanding that they have to be in certain areas at certain times. 
There's no smoking, you know, within 50 feet of the building; they enforce that as well if they see 
individuals doing that.  Going on and off the property, they have to identify themselves to security 
so security knows who's leaving the property.  If a mother leaves with her children, he's aware of 
the fact that she has -- she has to sign out with those children.  And when she comes back, he has 
to verify that she came back with all four children.  So they are, you know, well-versed on the whole 
system as far as all the house rules and, you know, the security factors that we want to have 
enforced.   

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  That's all I have, and Legislator Browning had one more question for you; or another 
question.    

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Or two.  As we go along, we find more.  Yeah, obviously this is a pretty large facility, the numbers of 
families that you're going to have, and you're leasing the building?   
 
MR. ROGERS: 
Yes, we are.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And as far as your security is concerned, has DSS vetted the security company, or have you 
been able to check into the security company?  

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
We've vetted according to the County policies and rules, so the answer would be yes.   And I believe 
that the vendor is also responsible for vetting them as well. 

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And obviously, being this is such a large task that you're taking on, funding, how -- your 
startup costs.  Obviously, you know, you probably have to come up with security money for the 
lease of the building, what your monthly lease is, your security costs, and your -- the salaries of 
your employees.  How have you been able to come up with the funding to start this?   

 
MS. LEVINE: 
We were given an advance from Suffolk County.  And we used that for our startup.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
So Suffolk County is paying for the -- your startup costs.  Is that reimbursed by --  

 
MS. LEVINE: 
We reimburse that cost. 

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
I believe, if I'm not mistaken, we fronted approximately 1/12th for one month of the expenses.  And 
there's a schedule -- pay-down schedule in place as well, so that gets reimbursed before the year is 
up or as the year expires, if you will.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  So that's the lease, security, and the salaries? 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Again, off the top of my head -- I don't have it right in front of me -- I'm sure it was a portion of 



 

  

that.  So I'm -- I hate to guess, but I know it was a few hundred thousand dollars, so let's just say it 
that way.  I can get you the exact figure if you'd like it.  And it was basically looking at 1/12th of the 
annual costs of the budget.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And as far as the salaries are concerned, you have all the information on the employees, 
what their salaries are; Suffolk County has that? 
 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Correct.  We have a line-item budget for each line item.  For the salaries portion, we have a 
line-item budget that -- by title and the salaries associated with that title.   

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay, and background checks have been done on all the employees?   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
That's my understanding, yes.  That's policy.  

 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Okay.  And I think that's it.  Thank you.   

 
ACTING COMMISSIONER O'NEILL: 
Thank you.  

 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Thank you so much for coming here today, and we look forward to working with your organization, 
to be successful.  If you're successful, we're successful, and people are safely housed. 
 
Again, thank you for your patience and coming here today.  Acting Commissioner, John O'Neill, 
thank you.   
 
And we don't have any other business, so we stand adjourned.  Thank you. 

 
MS. LEVINE: 
Thank you very much. 
 

THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 11:29 AM 
{  } DENOTES SPELLED PHONETICALLY  

 
 
 
 


