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(*The meeting was called to order at 2:07 P.M.*) 
 

CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Good afternoon.  Will everyone please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance -- the Health & Human 
Services Committee will start -- led by our Counsel.  
 

Salutation  
 
Sorry, I couldn't get "George" out.  We do have a presentation, however I'd like us to get through 
the agenda before the presentation.  And -- ooh, sorry, I forgot about the cards.  Okay, and we do 
have some cards here.  The first one is Mary Finnin and next after that would be Jean Sullivan and 
each speaker has three minutes. 
 
MS. FINNIN: 
Thank you.  Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen.  I just want to make a brief statement about 
the grant monies that are on the agenda.  And I just wanted to request that there be some kind of 
proviso to ensure that all dollars accepted for health programs will be used only for that purpose and 
staff will not be cut or laid off to achieve savings for other purposes; I'm talking about WIC, LED, 
Prenatal, Family Planning, Immunization Programs.  Thank you very much. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And Jean Sullivan?   
 
MS. SULLIVAN: 
First of all, I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you.  Several years ago I began chairing a 
monthly educational meeting for a group of case managers who worked with teen moms.  Once a 
month we had a speaker from DSS Housing who stressed how important it was for the girls to make 
a budget and for the case managers to help them follow it.  One case manager burst out with, "My 
girls have call-waiting, call-forwarding, call-this, call-that, things I can't even afford."   
A chorus followed, "My girls have to take a cab everywhere, they refuse to take the bus", "My girls 
all buy designer clothes for their kids, they won't shop at Wal-Mart or Target."  An uneasy silence 
followed.  The case managers looked at each other with surprise and some embarrassment.  I took 
this all in, looked around the room and said, "Well, that certainly opened a can of worms." 
 
The case manager answered with another chorus; "Oh, I didn't really mean that", "I know they have 
a really hard time and they want the best for their babies", "Oh my God, we can't think that about 
our girls."  I said to them, "No, it's actually perfectly normal to feel that way.  Clients can be very 
irritating.  We just need to figure what to do with those feelings.  For our next meeting, why don't 
we do just that?"  And the rest, as they say, is history.  
 
We started by alternating the educational and support, as we had come to call it, meetings.  Then 
the case managers asked for the support meeting to be held every month.  At these -- as these 
meetings could become rather boisterous and we were concerned about confidentiality in my fairly 
unprivate small office, we decided to hold them during lunch at a local restaurant, and so we have 
done for the past seven years.  Even though I'm no longer with that agency, we still get together for 
that monthly luncheon and talk about work issues.   
 
Having seen how valuable, each critical, these sessions were for my case managers, I am proposing 
to provide this service called "Clinical Supervision" for another group of employees who work with 
challenging clients; DSS and especially CPS staff.   
 
As you know, DSS staff have one of the most difficult of all jobs in human service.  Their clients are 
in crisis, desperate, angry, perhaps dangerous.  Clients bring their children to DSS centers with all 
that entails.  Kids are bored, frightened, hungry, noisy and more, which creates great stress not only 
for the parents but for the workers as well.  Because of these frustrations, there is significant staff 
turnover which results in frequent hiring of new staff and a compressed training period leaving new 
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staff ill-equipped to deal with the stress and pressure leading to further attrition.  For CPS workers it 
is even worse.  Somebody is always angry at them; if they are doing their job parents are angry, if 
they are not doing their job the public is angry, and so it goes.   
 
I propose to provide this vital service, clinical supervision, to supervision to DSS staff who work 
directly with clients.  My professional experience includes over ten years of clinical supervision for 
staff working with clients in crisis as well as ongoing stressors.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I hate to interrupt you, however your three minutes are up; we actually have gone over.  
 
MS. SULLIVAN: 
Okay.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  Next is Richard Koubek.  
 
MR. KOUBEK:   
Can we come up together, Madam Chair?   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Say again?   
 
MR. KOUBEK: 
May we come together?  Kathy Liguori is next.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Yeah, I guess so.  Yes, Kathy is next.  You do still have three minutes each.  
 
MR. KOUBEK: 
Okay.  Good afternoon.  My name is Richard Koubek, I'm Chair of the Welfare-to-Work Commission 
of the Suffolk County Legislature and I'm here today to speak on behalf, very briefly, of IR 
1497-2008 which would change the membership of the commission.  
 
 
I have just distributed to you the annual report, you're getting it firsthand, it will be formally -- it 
was formally filed with the Clerk of the Legislature about an hour ago.  But the commission has been 
in effect since 2003.  We meet on a monthly basis.  We have three committees that meet every four 
to six weeks; a committee on child care, a committee on employment assessment and a committee 
on education and training.  You can see from the commission's goals that we are a very busy group.  
We are currently in the second year of a pilot program where we're trying to assist welfare clients 
who are moving from Welfare-to-Work through mentoring to succeed.  The first year of that pilot, 
which we're very grateful for your support, the dropout rate fell from 25% to 10.   
 
We're currently looking at the new Federal regulations, as we're required to do by the legislation that 
created us, and we're deeply troubled by the burdens that the new Federal regulations have placed 
on the Department of Social Services, Department of Labor.  We've actually sent a letter, with copies 
to you, to our Congressional delegation and we have already met with Congressman Israel and 
Bishop on these very, very punitive rules, we're hoping to get them changed beginning next year.   
 
We're looking at some of the assessment procedures, trying to improve them at DSS.  We're looking 
to get the Department of Social Services to open one evening a week for the working poor.  We're 
looking to introduce possibly a pilot program for child care and we're beginning to look at what 
seems to be a chronic pattern of under-staffing at both the Department of Social Service and the 
Department of Labor.   
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So this is what we're doing and to do it appropriately we're asking you to support 1497 that was 
introduced by Legislators Fisher and Presiding Officer Lindsay.  It will change our membership and it 
would add to our membership a number of important groups that are not formally on it now.  The 
Family Service League would be added, the Wyandanch Homes & Property Development Corporation 
that was just honored this morning by Suffolk Community Council for their work with the homeless, 
the Empire justice Center, these would be -- and also the Suffolk County Association of Municipal 
Employees Association, that's AME, so we would get the worker's point of view.  So we're asking that 
you hasten this resolution through so we can add these members and continue to do our fine work.    
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  Good timing.  And Kathy, you're next.   
 
MS. LIGUORI: 
Yes.  I'm Kathy Liguori and I'm the Vice-Chair of the Welfare-to-Work Commission and I, too, ask 
you to support IR 1497 to amend the membership of the Welfare-to-Work Commission.   
 
We've made great strides since we've been operating, but the last couple of years we've really -- 
we've really had somewhat of a sling-shot effect and by adding these members we'd like to make 
that sling-shot effect stretch out even further.  And having the AME on our commission, we feel that 
along with the Department of Social Services we'd be able to get more valid information directly 
when we need it.   
I'd also like to speak about the last Health & Human Services meeting that we had.  The 
Commissioner had reported to you at the end the cuts, the potential cuts of $6 million to child care 
from the State, and we learned quickly that the reduction was actually $2.2 million to our County.  
This is going to affect child care greatly and we're a bit mystified because New York City has 
received an increase of $26 million while we sustained a $2.2 million cut.  And they've closed in-take 
immediately, child care providers did receive their letter from the County Executive today and 
yesterday.  But more importantly, child care providers need to know that while their clients are 
recertifying for their care, they need to be diligent in their recertification because if something goes 
wrong their case will be closed.  Usually they would just have to reapply, but since in-take is closed 
they have no more opportunity to reapply.   
 
So I just want to share that with you.  In case any of your constituents come to you, they need to 
be diligent in their recertification, absolutely.  And we're going to continue with this as the 
Subcommittee of the Welfare-to-Work Commission for Child Care to try to follow through and 
follow-up to see what things we can do.   
So thank you.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you, Cathy.  
 
MR. KOUBEK: 
Thank you very much.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  And next up is Ann Dean? 
 
MS. DEAN: 
Good afternoon.  Hi.  Good afternoon.  How many of you --  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
First of all, you need to -- if you're going to sit there you need to sit and speak into the mike so we 
can hear you,  
 
MS. DEAN: 
Okay, thank you.  How many of you know CPR?  How many of you could resuscitate an infant?  Well, 
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that's why I'm here, to enlighten you on the very real lack of skill by parents and lay people on 
performing infant CPR.   
 
My name is Ann Dean.  I'm a Registered Nurse and I work at Elmhurst Hospital Center, part of 
Health & Hospital Corporation in New York City.  I live in Suffolk County.  I've been a nurse for 29 
years, I am the Pediatric & Neonatal Educator at Elmhurst Hospital.  I am a BLS Instructor and I also 
teach NRP which is Neonatal Resuscitation.   
 
Prior to becoming an educator, we worked in the pediatric intensive care and the pediatric 
emergency room at Elmhurst for 20 years.  What I'm proposing is I want to change legislation and I 
want to hope to persuade you to help to propose legislation that will have insurance companies pay 
for infant CPR kits for all newborns prior to discharge.  Over the years, working in the pediatric 
emergency room and the ICU, I have cared for many infants having suffered from a choking or an 
apne episode also known as ALTE, A-L-T-E, which stands for apparent life-threatening event.  These 
infants were either dead on arrival or resuscitated just enough to save the heartbeat, but the brain 
has suffered irreparable damage without oxygen.  The brain death occurs within four to six minutes, 
but the child's heart is very strong and can be resuscitated.   
 
The incident that spurred me into action to find something to help these parents occurred in August 
of 2007.  A two month old female was admitted to the Pediatric ICU after being resuscitated by EMS.  
She had choked at home and her mother had dialed 911.  She ended up on our ventilator in the ICU, 
her pupils were fixed and dilated, she had no response to painful stimuli and the brain death protocol 
was initiated and she was taken off life support.  Her mother sobbed, I was holding her in my arms 
and I couldn't do anything to save her.  I hope that with your help, you can help me ameliorate the 
number of deaths due to infant choking and apnea.  
 
This story and the many others before it began my search for resources to enable parents to provide 
life support to their parents.  Most people do not realize how important CPR is and what I did was I 
searched the American Heart Association and I found the infant CPR kit and this is the kit, I brought 
it with me.  Inside the kit, it's sealed and it has an infant doll that's inflatable with a hard face and a 
mask.  It also comes with a DVD and it also has a bedside instruction that the parents can now put 
over the bed and it also explains choking. The DVD is very simple and easy to explain.  It also comes 
with an extra set of lungs that make it reusable for a babysitter or a grandparent.  In our hospital 
the women and children's division have ordered these kits for our neonatal and pediatric ICU units.  
Presently, we can only afford to give them to newborns in the NICU who have episodes of Apnea, of 
prematurity or regurgitation and in the Pediatric ICU for infants admitted for choking episodes. 
 
The parents' response have been varied.  Some parents are very thankful, some of the parents are 
very fearful, they think they cannot perform CPR.  One mother from Morocco was extremely 
resistant to learning the CPR.  I used a translator who sat with the mother and myself and watched 
the video three times translating the steps of CPR with the mother.  On the day of discharge, the 
mother smiled and kissed and thanked me for my help.   
 
Cost is always an issue I know in a budget.  And I know as an RN in New York State that we perform 
over 45 screening exams for the newborn -- for the newborn screening exam at a cost of about 45 -- 
$40 per child.  Most states also are required to perform a hearing exam to test for hearing loss 
before the child can be discharged --  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Can you finish up?  Your time is up. 
 
MS. DEAN: 
Yes, ma'am -- as we as health care providers are entitled to do.  This kit will cost $28 and what I 
hope that we can do is that we can pass legislation, bring it before our Legislators.  I have written to 
the Legislator, I've written to Senator Clinton and Legislature -- Senator Schumer and asking him to 
support this issue.  It costs about $28 if you buy them in bulk.  Thank you very much.   
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CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, thank you.  And I do believe that that is not something that we can do as far as legislation, 
but we can write letters of support.   
 
MS. DEAN: 
If anyone is interested, I have a pamphlet.  Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
If you'd like to give the Clerk, if you have any samples of what you've -- you know, the letters 
you've sent to Schumer or whatever.  
 
MS. DEAN: 
Yes, I do.  Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  Okay, and we'll go on with the agenda.   
 

Tabled Resolutions 
 

IR 1039-08 - Amending the 2008 Capital Budget and Program and appropriating funds in 
connection with a Tick Eradication Study 
(CP 4085)(Romaine).  I'll make a motion to table.   
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Eddington.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion is tabled (VOTE: 
5-0-0-0). 
 
IR 1214-08 - Requiring that the Suffolk Health Centers remain part of the Suffolk Health 
Plan Network (Romaine).  Motion to table.  
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Barraga.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? Motion is tabled (VOTE: 
5-0-0-0). 
 
1229-08 - To ensure taxpayer money is used only to house Department of Social Service 
recipients in housing accommodations that meet applicable building codes (Romaine).  I 
will again make a motion to table.  Do we have a second?   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
Second.  
 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator -- what's your name?  Horsley, sorry.  And again, I read something in a local 
paper because I know that the County Executive and I, we do have a bill that we worked on that is 
more doable and can work because of the cooperation we have with the town of -- the various towns 
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to enforce some of the DSS problems that we have with housing.  George, could we get a comment 
from you on this bill?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Well, you have two bills before you.  The first bill, which the motion to table is pending on, the 
County Attorney's Office has come here previously indicating their problems, particularly the section 
that says that if violations are not cleared up the people living there, the DSS clients will be moved.  
And the department has stated that's a problem, the Department of Law has stated that's a 
problem, I concur.  And you know, I think the bill that is sponsored by the County Executive has 
tried to work around the problems to come up with something that the State Department of Social 
Services will not reject outright, and that's my comment.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  So with that, we had a motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Opposed.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Opposed, Legislator Barraga.   Abstentions?  Okay, motion carries, it's tabled (VOTE: 4-1-0-0 
Opposed: Legislator Barraga).   
 
IR 1270-08 - Requiring the Department of Social Services to notify landlords when a 
tenant is denied further benefits (Romaine).  I believe pretty much the same, unconstitutional?  
I mean, that's my understanding.  Go ahead.   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
I don't know if it's unconstitutional.  But again, I think it's a -- there may be a problem with the 
State regulations of the law, particularly in regards to confidentiality of client information, I think 
that's an issue that's been raised at previous meetings. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Janet?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
On this particular resolution.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Madam Chair? 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Do you want to make a comment on any of these?  I'm sorry, I'm just noticing you're here.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Madam Chair, often times -- if I can, I'd like to hear from the Commissioner, too -- landlords actually 
are advised in the first instance that a prospective tenant may, in fact, be, you know, a Social 
Services recipient, a Section 8 recipient, a variety of different types of subsidies.  So the mere 
notification that that subsidy might have subsided, I don't understand how, in fact, we're breaching 
any confidentiality or compromising the tenant.    
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
There are a variety of situations.  Some of them clients are not known to their landlord as the 
recipient of Public Assistance.  The legislation is broad, it doesn't specify situations which wouldn't 
violate confidentiality. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
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Well, let me ask this, if I can, as a follow-up then, Madam Chair.   
My experience or my understanding, working with constituents, is that when they're seeking housing 
and they are, in fact, a Social Services recipient, and I'm going to mangle the categories, but I guess 
we're looking at like a general aid to dependent children or TNAF; is that it?  That often times the 
department must be engaged to review the prospective housing in the first instance before you 
come in.  So the landlord going to know, the tenant's going to know and the department's going to 
know.   
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
In certain instances that's accurate, in others it is not.  In other instances, individuals don't have the 
client -- the tenant's knowledge that they're Public Assistance and we get verification of their living 
there from a variety of other sources.  There are -- you know, in Social Services, unfortunately it's 
always a variety of situations. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Absolutely.  
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
It's never a one cut and dry situation.  So there are situations where clients live in homes and do not 
choose to disclose to their landlord.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  Thank you, Madam Commissioner.  Can I go back to the chair for a second then? 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Yes.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
And/or to Counsel.  While I'm not the sponsor of this resolution, would this resolution come closer to 
not clashing with confidentiality issues if the sponsor refined it to have its impact kick in where the 
category is known to the landlord?  In other words, where it's already been disclosed where its a 
condition of rental where there's free discussion back and forth, then the whole confidentiality issue 
is gone, it's obviated; correct? 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Lynn, do you want to jump in on this a little bit?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Well, I think it's closer.  
 
MS. BIZZARRO: 
It could.   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
But the only concern I might have -- and I'm just off the top of my head here, John -- is the fact 
that you're disclosing now that somebody has lost their benefits, I don't know if that is problematic 
to disclose or not, I'd have to look into that.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
It's not my bill.  I'll make the suggestion to the sponsor.  Okay, thank you.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  So at that, I guess we made a motion to table.  Did we get a second?   
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
Who made the motion?   



 
9

 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Did I make a motion? 
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
No. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  So I guess we'll --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'll make the motion to table.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  Motion, Legislator Kennedy; I'll second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Opposed. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Opposed, Legislator Barraga.  Motion carries, it's tabled (VOTE: 4-1-0-0 Opposed: Legislator 
Barraga). 
 

Introductory Resolutions 
 

IR 1497-08 - Amending membership of the Suffolk County Welfare-To-Work Commission 
(Viloria-Fisher).  I'll make a motion to approve.  Do we have a second? 
 
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second by Legislator Eddington.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.  Approved 
(VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Can I ask for the three additions?  Because my memo has four.  I have Family Service League, AME, 
Empire Justice Center and the Wyandanch Homes & Property Development Corporation.  Which one 
is not supposed to be here?  You're going from 18 to 21. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Well, we're losing; I think we're deleting some.  
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
We're deleting some?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Yes.  
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Okay.  
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Right, the high school teacher from the Suffolk County School Superintendents Association is being 
deleted.  
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LEG. BARRAGA: 
Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay?  Sorry, I don't have my binder in front of me. 
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Did you make a motion? 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I believe we did.  We made the motion? 
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
How did we do on that?   
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
You made the motion, Eddington seconded it and you called the roll.   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
We did. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, so we did it. 
 
1508-08 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal grant funds passed through the New 
York State Department of Health to the Suffolk County Department of Health Services for 
the WIC Nutrition Program (County Executive).  I guess I'll make a motion to approve and put 
on the Consent Calendar.   
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Eddington.  All in favor?  Did you have a question, Jack?   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I have a series of questions on the next four resos, Madam Chair, and essentially it's the same.  I'm 
just wondering if the additional funding that's being received is passing through directly to the 
end-use providers --  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Don't worry, I'm going to ask questions on a couple of those, too. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
-- or is there a portion that's being retained by the Health Department?  And if there's anybody who 
could tell us I'd appreciate it.  
 
MR. ORTIZ: 
It's my understanding this is all pass-thru funding, 100%.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So whoever {Anwit} Providers are, we have $8,750 more worth of vouchers going out to folks in 



 
1

need.  
 
MR. ORTIZ: 
That's correct, there are multiple organizations that are receiving COLA adjustments.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay, thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  So there was a motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed? Abstentions?  Okay, motion 
carries.  Approved & placed on the Consent Calendar (VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
1507-08 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal Grant funds passed --  
 
MR. NOLAN: 
1509. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
1509?  Sorry, correction, 1509. 
 
 
1509-08 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal grant funds passed through the New 
York State Department of Health to the Suffolk County Department of Health Services for 
the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (County Executive).  And I'll make a 
motion to approve and put on the Consent Calendar.  Same second, Legislator Eddington.  All in 
favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.  Approved & placed on the Consent Calendar 
(VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
IR 1510-08 - Amending the 2008 Adopted Operating Budget to accept and appropriate 
100% additional State aid from the New York State Office of Mental Health for a Cost Of 
Living Adjustment (COLA) to various contract agencies (County Executive).  Is anybody 
here who can talk about this and tell us what this money is for and who it's going to or give us 
anything?  If you could -- I'd like this one and the next one.  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
Good afternoon.  My name is Margaret Bermel, Suffolk County Department of Health Services.  On 
1510?   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Yes.  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
It's a cost of living adjustment, 2.3% which is retroactive to April 1st, 2007 and it's a standard cost 
of living increase which is commonplace for the State to grant to us during the course of the year.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
1511, IR 1511 is for the PROS System, Personal Recovery Oriented System for seriously and 
persistently mentally ill patients and that is additional State aid funding in the amount of $1,126,529 
and that is passed through directly to the agencies, there's no funding retained by the Health 
Department.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  And this is -- these agencies are the ones that purchase homes for congregate shelters?  
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MS. BERMEL: 
On the agencies that are listed on 1511?  The individual agencies are listed, Clubhouse, PROS, 
Ronkonkoma with the amounts of the additional aid.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Hospitals and things like that.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I'm just wondering what they're doing with the money. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Can I go to --  
 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Go ahead. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
-- 1510?  Margaret, on 1510, so in other words that's all of the agencies that we have that COLA is 
being applied across the board?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
Correct.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
That are engaged in the delivery of services?  There's no contract agencies that we have that do 
those mental health services that didn't receive this COLA?  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
Correct.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  But with PROS, not all of our mental health agencies actually are engaged in providing the 
PROS System, right?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
That's also correct, yes. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
There it was just a select subcategory?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
Yes.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  But in both cases, the department is not retaining anything for administration or voucher 
processing or anything like that?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
That is correct.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
A hundred percent in, a hundred percent out?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
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That is correct.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Thank you.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Good to go?  Okay, so I guess IR 1510, motion to approve?   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
Motion to approve. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Horsley.  Second, Legislator Kennedy, and place on the Consent 
Calendar.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar 
(VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
IR 1511-08 - Amending the 2008 Adopted Operating Budget to accept and appropriate 
100% additional State aid from the New York State Office of Mental Health (County 
Executive).  I guess same motion, same second to place on the Consent Calendar.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  Okay, motion carries.  Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar 
(VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
1540-08 - Amending the Adopted 2008 Capital Budget and Program and appropriating 
funds for the provision of an Electronic Medical Record System at the Jail Medical Unit in 
both Riverhead and Yaphank Correctional Facilities (New CP 3024)(County Executive).  I 
will make a motion to approve.  Do we have a second?   
 
LEG. HORSLEY: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Horsley.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
On the motion.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
You have a question?  I knew you did.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
You knew I did.  Margaret, I was advised by one of your colleagues in the Budget Office that we 
would be seeing something that involved John J. Foley today; is this it in another resolution?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
This is actually for the Jail Medical Unit.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
But the offsets --  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
The Foley is -- the Foley resolution follows this.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
But the offsets are coming from John J, correct?   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
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The offsets are coming from John J. Capital Projects for funding that will not be use for specific items 
such as mattress and -- they will be covered by the grant that you will see in 1560 which is further 
on the agenda.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'm always concerned when I'm looking to vote on one resolution predicated on another one that's 
coming down the pike, but let's speak specifically.  So we have funding that ordinarily -- we have 
capital funding that buys mattresses or other types of sheets or equipment --  
MS. BERMEL: 
Mattresses and fencing.  So we had Capital Projects that were going to purchase mattresses and one 
for fencing.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
Because we have an awarded New York State Dormitory Authority Grant which will cover the cost of 
the mattresses and the fencing, we no longer need the capital funds.  So the offset now from Foley's 
Capital Projects were the mattressing and the fencing will be used for the new Capital Project for the 
Jail Medical EMI System. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Well, the Dormitory Authority Grant I see is $2,366,000, but -- so is that like a broad-based 
operating grant and we're deciding now that we're going to take the mattress money and the other 
money out of this so that we've got it to move to this other category?  I mean, what -- since we're 
into it --  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
The mattresses and the fencing are just one part of the $2.3 million.  I think Matt Miner can talk 
to -- and Allen Kovesdy also can talk to the Dormitory Authority Grant as to what it contains. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
With the permission of the Chair.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Allen or Matt, whoever wants to go first.   
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
I guess I'll start.  Matt Miner, Deputy Commissioner.  There was approximately 1.15 million for the 
acquisition of machinery and equipment which consists of an Electronic Medical Record System for 
the John J. Foley Skilled Nursing Facility as well as money for security cameras and mattresses, 
replacement of mattresses.   
 
In addition, we have some safety enhancements, as Margaret spoke about, fencing, improvements 
to the doors, front walkway, that was 366,000.  And then the sub-acute unit on the 5th floor is 
receiving an $850,000 Capital Improvement Grant and that gets you to 2.3 million. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
That's the physical rehab center, correct?   
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
The sub-acute --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Sub-acute?  
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DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
Yes, yes. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  And is that going to be a physical expansion, Matt, or is that going to be replacement of 
equipment, interior renovations?  
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
No, it's basically an upgrading of the 5th floor, replacement of existing equipment and just 
refurbishment of the upstairs.  Again, it's a -- the sub-acute market is a very competitive market so 
we're trying to upgrade the facility to be able to compete with the other facilities in Suffolk County.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Listen, I'm thrilled to see the substantial investment in John J. Foley, we must be in it for the long 
hall. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I think so. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
But one last question, then, going back to 1540, and this I'll do to BRO.  We have the ability to take 
capital funds that were identified, the bonds were let and the funding was raced for the purposes of 
equipment and improvements at a health care facility and we're now able to move it to a computer 
system in a correctional facility?   
 
MR. ORTIZ: 
The funding was included in the Capital Program which is a planning document, the bonds were 
never authorized or issued.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So we're only -- so we're just amending the Capital Program, we're not amending the Capital 
Budget?   
 
MR. ORTIZ: 
Well, we are amending the Capital Budget but the -- like I said, the bonds were never issued.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
They weren't let.  
 
MR. ORTIZ: 
No.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  All right, that answers my questions.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay?  So did we -- did we have a motion and a second?   
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
Yes, you have a motion and a second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Okay, motion carries. Approved (VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
1552-08 - Accepting and appropriating 100% Federal Grant Funds passed through the 
New York State Department of Health to the Suffolk County Department of Health Services 
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for the Beach Act Sanitary Survey Project (County Executive).  What's that?  What is that? 
 
MS. BERMEL: 
This is a grant in the amount of $20,972 which will enable us to purchase laptops to go out to the 
beach sites themselves.  So when the sanitarians actually test the waters they can input directly the 
results of their survey into the laptop and that will update the system and also update the website.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Oh, okay.  Thank you.   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
So we have real-time information as to the safety of the beaches.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, thank you.  So I'll make a motion to approve and place on the Consent Calendar.  Second, 
Legislator Horsley.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.  Approved and placed on 
the Consent Calendar (VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
1560-08 - Accepting and appropriating 100% State Grant Funds from the Dormitory 
Authority of the State of New York to the Department of Health Services, John J. Foley 
Skilled Nursing Facility for the Community Enhancement Facilities Assistance Program 
(County Executive). I'll make a motion to approve --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
-- and place on the Consent Calendar.  Second, Legislator Kennedy.  All had favor?  Opposed?  
Abstentions?  Motion carries. Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar (VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
1561-08 - Directing the Suffolk County Department of Social Services to ensure 
satisfactory housing accommodations for all public assistance recipients (County 
Executive).  And I guess I'll make the motion to approve, I believe I am a cosponsor on this. 
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
We have a second, Legislator Eddington.  And I would like Counsel to explain this or someone.  
Janet, could you please come up?  Thank you.   
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I want to tell you, I did read in our local paper that the bill stinks and it's weak, so maybe you could 
explain it. 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
This legislation adds another piece on to the efforts of the County in trying to foster cooperation with 
the towns and enforce poor -- enforce the building codes where there is problems that engender 
health and safety for the clients as well as to let landlords know where Public Assistance clients are 
and if there's problems, that we will work with the townships in offering alternatives to that 
placement.   
 
We have met, as I think indicated at the last meeting, with the Towns of Brookhaven and Babylon.  
We are in -- have a meeting scheduled with the Town of Riverhead and offered Islip and the other 
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towns the opportunity to meet with them and tell them what our standards are and how to share 
these kinds of lists with them.  So this would actually put into structure and put structure to a 
process of allowing exchange of information and for us to look for alternative housing.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
But I do want to say, I know that when we worked on this one of the issues was is because too often 
you cannot tell even the Town of Brookhaven say, for example, that, you know, this is a problem 
home and these are Social Service clients.  That basically what they're doing is if they have homes 
that are a problem, that you're going to -- they're going to notify DSS, "Listen, we have a problem, 
we'd like you to check this out and find out if it's a DSS client".  Can you go back to the Town of 
Brookhaven and say, "This is a" --  
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
What we were -- there are still confidentiality issues that we need to deal with, but it will give us the 
ability to take action and to get from the towns.  Sometimes the problem is we don't know, there is 
a community concern but it never really gets to us, this will create a vehicle for the towns to really 
transmit on a regular basis houses of concerns and we'll be able to let them know where we have 
gone.  There will be some client confidentiality issues, we're looking at working with clients, but 
we're definitely going to be able to do enforcement action with the lists when the town sends it to 
us.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay.  John has a question.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
A couple of things.  First, I don't understand how we can be involved in this communication from a 
town or a village level to you of a house that's, I guess, a known Social Services residence without 
raising confidentiality issues that we had previously in Legislator Romaine's resolution.  How do the 
two differ?   
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
Well, I think, you know -- and the County Attorney's Office could speak to the specifics or the 
legality.  But as I see this bill in operational format, the town will send us a listing of ten towns 
basically where I believe they suspect or where they know; sometimes clients voluntarily tell town 
inspection officers of their DSS status.  When we get that list we will check it.  There may be 
situations where there is not a DSS client residing at that and our enforcement efforts would be 
limited, but we could also offer those people assistance in finding new housing.  So there won't be 
an absolute sharing with the town in the first instance, but sometimes the towns know and when 
they send it to us we'll definitely know whether or not there's a public assistance recipient living 
there. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I would suggest to you, first of all, that -- and I don't want to breach any confidentiality, but you 
know and I know a specific location in my town where a town had no awareness, a family was Social 
Service recipients, the violations which were major violations only became discovered based on 
actual on-site contact at that house.  The town could care less about any kind of contact, but 
nevertheless the town was forced to prosecute through code violations and that prosecution is still 
going on six months after the original eviction. 
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
Right.  The people are no longer there and it's my understanding that they were not Social Services 
clients, that they were involved in a disability system, the SSA system but they were not Social 
Services clients, we were not paying their shelter allowance. 
 
And I also understand that -- you know, part of the process is that it has to play out.  We did assist 
those people move and that's exactly what I mean.    
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
Absolutely, I'm not taking issue with that. 
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
When there is a situation which is dangerous, we will assist people to move and they weren't DSS 
clients previously.  And the whole --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
The burden becomes ours irrelevant of whether or not the recipients actually are housing or 
local-based benefits, because once on notice as a governmental agency we're obligated to assist 
now. 
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
I mean, I would defer to the County Attorney's Office on that, whether or not an individual who's 
working needs to contribute to their care.  As you know in a similar situation, there was an individual 
working, they need to contribute to their care when there is income that has to be budgeted in their 
case.   
 
But as far as the town moving, I mean, that's exactly what we want.   
If there's a situation where an individual is living in dangerous situations, we want to be able to offer 
assistance, we want the town to actively go after that code enforcement.  And we understand it's a 
long process; as you say, they're still in court on that.  This really gets the two entities to follow 
their mission, DSS offering assistance to individuals that are living in bad situations and the town, 
the authority in the town moved forward on enforcing its code.  So this just codifies in a way the 
relationships and lays out that we may be of assistance to individuals that are in bad housing. 
 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Pragmatically so far, and I don't want you to identify specifics, but of the ten towns and I guess, I 
don't know, maybe 15 or so, 20 villages that actually do code enforcement, how many of them has 
your department actually -- would you say you got a receptive and working relationship with in order 
to go ahead and get enforcement; a half, a third, not all? 
 
COMMISSIONER DEMARZO: 
Uh --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
No, not all.  No, not all.  Some of the larger towns we have very good relationships with, we have 
formal and informal dialogue.  You know, when you throw the villages in it really changes it because 
a lot of villages don't have severe DSS -- don't have DSS issues in them.  So I would say most of the 
large towns we have a relationship with, their building inspectors, their fire and code people are 
aware of our housing unit.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Well, I'd like to add in because I know the Town of Brookhaven has very much been involved in it 
and I -- what I've been doing and what I'm currently doing is I constantly get complaints, so when 
the complaints come to me about a home in the community, some people will say it's Section 8 or 
DSS, it may or may not be.  You know, we send it to the Town of Brookhaven and we also send it to 
DSS and we say, "Listen, we've got a complaint about a home.  We're letting you know that this is a 
problem home and if you have DSS clients in there we want you to act on it," and they do.  And I 
know that the Town of Brookhaven is working with DSS.   
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LEG. KENNEDY: 
Madam Chair, our experience with Brookhaven has been positive also.  I'm just wondering how we, 
A, distinguish; and, B, I'm concerned about an assumption of liability under this framework.  But I'll 
yield.  
 
MS. BIZZARRO: 
Legislator Kennedy, if I could make a brief comment regarding the confidentiality issue.  This bill 
does not require DSS to send out any information that would disclose anything regarding Public 
Assistance recipients; absolutely not.  So it gives the power to DSS.  So if they are not giving out 
any information, there is no confidentiality rule or law or State regulation that they can breach.   
 
All this bill does is it basically says, "Towns, villages, if you're aware of substandard housing or 
housing that may be in violation of certain codes, send us a list.  We will check into that.  If we 
determine that there is a Public Assistance recipient at that location and that Public Assistance 
recipient wants assistance, we will help that person.  That person also has the option to not take our 
assistance to move.  That person could stay where he or she is residing."  So it's the option of the 
Public Assistance recipient.   
You know, not giving out any information, in fact, the bill specifically states that if the Public 
Assistance recipient does not want any of our assistance, we are to send a report to the town or 
villages specifically not disclosing that individual's name.  So it's all -- DSS has full power to withhold 
any and all records that it would deem confidential under this bill and that's why there is no violation 
of the confidentiality rules of the State. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'll yield.  Okay, thank you for the explanation, counselor.  
 
MS. BIZZARRO: 
You're welcome. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
So with that, I believe I made a motion.   
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
You had a second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Did we have a second on that? 
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
Yes, there's a second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Legislator Eddington?  Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I'm going to abstain on this one, Madam Chair. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay, one abstention, Legislator Kennedy, and motion carries.  
Approved (VOTE: 4-0-1-0 Abstention: Legislator Kennedy). 
 
IR 1578-08 - Amending the 2008 Adopted Operating Budget to accept and appropriate 
100% additional Federal and State Aid from the New York State Office of Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse Services to various contract agencies for a Cost of Living Adjustment 
(COLA) (County Executive).  I guess I'll make a motion to approve and put on the Consent 
Calendar. 
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LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Kennedy.  You want the same --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
On the motion, one more time.  This is 100% pass-thru to the agencies?   
 
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
That's correct. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Okay? 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.   
 
MS. BERMEL: 
It's a cost of living increase in the amount of -- this one is 3.2%, it takes effect April 1st, 2008, and 
it's 100% pass-thru to the agencies.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
One other question, Madam Chair.  Margaret, are all these entities existing entities or are there any 
new entities --  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
They're all existing entities.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
They've been in existence prior to this.  
 
MS. BERMEL: 
Correct.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay, fine. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING.   
Okay.  So we had the motion and the second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  And motion 
carries.  Approved & placed on the Consent Calendar (VOTE: 5-0-0-0). 
 
And with that, we do have our presentation yet. 
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
Madam Chair, if I may, before the presentation. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Sure.  
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
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At the last Health & Human Services meeting, HMM, the consultant for the Health Department on the 
John J. Foley Skilled Nursing Facility, made a presentation.  I'm pleased to report that we received 
early this afternoon the final report; we have limited copies, but I would like to present to you today 
as Chair one copy.  We can work out how we're going to distribute it to the rest of the Legislature, 
whether the copies will be made here or we'll make them in the Health Department.  But I wanted to 
get that report on the record, that they did submit something today.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  And as soon as you can get it to everyone else, I'd appreciate it.  And maybe we could 
have another presentation, if needed, I'll be in touch.  
 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MINER: 
Certainly, once you've had a chance to review the document, we'd be happy to bring HMM back, 
answer any questions and go forward.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.  Okay, with that, Judy Pannullo, Executive Director of Suffolk Community Council.   
 
MS. PANNULLO: 
Good afternoon.  I'm Judy Pannullo, Executive Director of the Suffolk Community Council; most of 
you know me.  On my right is Doreen Fratello, Project Director for the Network of Disabilities and 
Accessible Long Island.  I wanted to give a -- take the opportunity to give a presentation to this 
committee.  And for those of you who also sit on the aging and -- Senior and Aging Committee and 
have sat through this, I apologize but it's short, so my apologies. 
 
Just to tell you that the Suffolk Community Council is now in its 75th year serving as a planning and 
advocacy agency.  The history of the council has been to fill in gaps of services and we look 
constantly at what the situation is in Suffolk County and on Long Island in general and we have 
noticed that there is a change in demographics.  So we set up this new project not quite a year only 
called Accessible Long Island, the mission of which is to increase the accessibility for all Long 
Islanders through the promotion of universal design in homes, all new homes in renovated buildings, 
and I'm going to talk more about universal design.   
 
Okay, so the focus is on legislation, advocacy and policy.  And we have a little bit different -- usually 
the Suffolk Community Council, we're an umbrella agency of health and human service agencies.  
Normally we work with people in Social Services, but for this project we are made up of builders, 
planners, community organizations, architects, realtors, sort of not the usual suspects to talk about 
focusing on real accessibility.  And when we look at the demographics that are changing across Long 
Island, we look at that there are almost one million baby-boomers and seniors living on Long Island; 
that's a third of the population.  And almost 77,000 of them have grand -- or seniors have 
grandchildren living with them and they have the primary responsibility for them; and almost 
200,000 Veterans on Long Island and an estimated 9,000 veterans who have served in active duty, 
some returning with life-altering disabilities, and almost 300,000 people over the age of five with 
disabilities and yet we're not really looking and prepared for real accessibility which would allow 
people to age in place and to be -- to create homes that are visitable.  If you have a mobility 
disability, how do you get into someone's house, if it's your mother, your grandmother, your aunt, 
grandfather, if you can't get into your house.  So we're looking at seeking lasting and sustainable 
change.  There's a lot of talk about sustainability, about green buildings, but if you can't get in them, 
what good is it?  So this is why we have set up Accessible Long Island.   
 
 
 
And we're talking about seniors, baby-boomers, veterans, people with disabilities, family, children, 
anyone who wants to age in place.  And when you think about aging in place, that can save a lot of 
money.  Rather than not being able to live in your home if you have a disability and having to go to 
a nursing home and going on Medicaid and spending -- having, you know, the government spend a 
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lot of money on Medicaid, if you can age in place you're going to save a lot of money.  
 
So the benefits of universal design.  When you think about universal design, the first thing that 
comes to my mind is curb cuts.  When curb cuts were introduced, it was mostly for people in wheel 
chairs.  However, it's more used by people with baby strollers, people on bicycles, skateboards and 
everything else; that is a perfect example of universal design.  And it allows for ease of use and 
safety and provides for aging in place and accommodates anybody no matter what their ability or 
disability is.   
 
The Accessible Long Island project has picked four key things that we see as basic universal design 
features, and that is for a home.  And that's one, no step entry; it doesn't matter where it is, 
whether it's the front, the back, the side, the garage, one way to get in that has no steps.  Wider 
doorways which include 36 inches, lever-type handles, there's a picture of a handle on the screen 
here, on both sides of the door and extra outlets near the stairs so that later on you might be able to 
put a lift in if you need it, and it also helps for plugging in a vacuum and cleaning the stairs; one 
accessible bathroom on the first floor which is a 60 inch clearing turning radius with lever faucets 
and backing to enable safe installation of grab bars at a later time if you need it; and a bedroom or 
room that can be converted into a bedroom later on.  Those are your basic universal design 
features. 
 
What does it cost to do universal design features in a new home?  Seven hundred dollars more; 
that's all.  But if you do it afterwards it's thousands and thousands of dollars.  So if you are 
renovating or thinking of building a new home and you're thinking long-term, you should consider 
universal design.   
 
Universal design is happening all across the states; it's actually happening in Southampton, the 
Town of Southampton.  The Town of Southampton has passed legislation that gives incentives for 
people who build homes with universal design principals, they have $300 off of the building permit.  
Other places not so -- kind of shocking to me, Atlanta, Georgia, Austin, Texas and other places have 
passed legislation that encourages the use of universal design. 
 
So what is it we want from you?  We would like you to think about universal design, find out more 
about it, ask us, we're happy here to help you in any way.  But this will save money by allowing 
people to age in place.  It will promote more home and commercial use and support public -- we 
want you to support public projects that use universal design principles.  When I made a 
presentation a couple of weeks ago to the Senior and Aging Committee, there was talk of -- there 
was interest from Legislator Romaine and Legislator Stern to pass some legislation so that any funds 
that were used for building would be considered to use some universal design principles. 
 
What I put up here how is some websites for more information.  I'm happy to answer any questions, 
but I just want people to begin to think about the ability to age in place and about the lack of 
accessibility that we currently have which is really quite shocking in this day and age, and almost 18 
years into the American With Disability Act and how many places are not accessible. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Thank you.   
 
MS. PANNULLO: 
You're welcome. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Does anyone have any questions?  None at this time?  Okay.  Well, I appreciate you coming and 
giving your presentation.  In fact, I just recently spoke with Bruce Blower about a home in my 
community that does not have handicap-accessibility and I know that there's people that live there, 
so I'm going to continue that conversation with him. 
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MS. PANNULLO: 
Okay.  If there's any way we could be helpful, let me know.   
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
I will definitely be calling you.  Thank you.   
 
MS. PANNULLO: 
Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
And we have no more business.  So with that, I'll make a motion to adjourn.   
 
LEG. EDDINGTON: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON BROWNING: 
Second, Legislator Eddington.  And we are adjourned.  Have a lovely afternoon.   
 

(*The meeting was adjourned at 3:04 P.M.*) 
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